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Introduction 
 
The Interactive Data Previewer is a service provided by the SEC for registrants to submit their XBRL files in order 
to view what their filing will look like on the Commission’s Interactive Data Viewer.  Please note that this preview 
function does not constitute an “Official Filing” and one can not officially file using this function. 
 
We have compiled a list of instructions for filers to follow in order to access the previewer, upload XBRL files, and 
to view XBRL files as they would appear on the Commission’s Interactive Data Viewer.  Please note that that prior 
to using the preview function, you must validate your XBRL files as a test filing using EDGAR.  Information is 
available at:  http://www.sec.gov/info/edgar/filersites.htm.  Additionally, your files must adhere to all the standards 
set forth in the EDGAR Filer Manual which is located at, http://sec.gov/info/edgar/edmanuals.htm. 
 
Please note that your submission will be available for preview only for a limited time.  At a minimum your files will 
be available for 24 hours as all files are purged at 11:59pm eastern time of the day following a submission.  For 
example if you submitted a file at 3:34pm eastern time on Thursday your file would be available to 11:59pm 
eastern time Friday.   
 
We have taken reasonable steps to protect the privacy of this information.  The system is designed to permit 
viewing of this information only to those with access to a random generated confirmation number which will be 
given to you after you submit your files.  
 
Getting Help 
 
Staff in the Branches of Filer Support and Filer Technical Support are available to assist filers each business day 
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Eastern Time. The Branches of Filer Support and Filer Technical Support may be 
reached at (202) 551-8900. 
 

 

DISCLAIMERS 
 
We have randomly selected submissions from our voluntary interactive data program for 
illustration purposes only.  Any reference to any actual registrant does not constitute an 
endorsement by the SEC of that registrant, its filings, or any product or service it may offer. 
 
This guide was created to demonstrate the capabilities of Interactive Data and will be revised as 
appropriate over time. 
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Access the Previewer 
 
After validating your XBRL through EDGAR and complying with the EDGAR Filer Manual, you can navigate to the 
previewer site from www.sec.gov two ways.  
 
1.a. Click on the Filings & Forms header on sec.gov and you will be directed to the main SEC Filings & Forms 
page or click on the “more” button under the “Request Paper Documents” link.  
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1.b. Then select Filers: Preview Interactive Data Submissions and you will be taken to the Preview your 
XBRL Submission page.  
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2.a. Click on the Filings & Forms header on sec.gov and you will be directed to the main SEC Filings & Forms 
page.   
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2. b.  Then select the new Preview Interactive Data Submissions under Notices for Filers and you will be taken 
to the Preview your XBRL Submission page.  
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Submit a Filing 
 

1. After accessing the previewer page through either the SEC Filings & Forms or the Information for EDGAR 
Filers links, you will need to upload your XBRL files to the previewer.  This can be accomplished by 
performing the following under the “Submit Your XBRL Data” section of the previewer splash page: 

a. Enter you CIK number in the CIK box.  Please note that this box will only accept numeric values. 
b. Attach your zipped XBRL files.  This is done by browsing for the folder in which you have your 

XBRL files stored on your computer.  Please note that these files should be first validated through 
the EDGAR Validation process and adhere to all of the rules in the EDGAR Filing Manual.  
Additionally, only valid .zip files will be accepted.  Note also that the zip file is not the same as the 
.xfd format used for EDGAR filings; only the files attached as EX-100 and EX-101 attachments 
will be contained in the .zip file. 

c. Enter the security code displayed in the third box in the empty box right below.   
d. Press Submit  

 

An audio file is provided for the visually impaired.  Please note if you are using Internet 
Explorer 6.0 you must first save then play this file.    
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2. After pressing the submit button you will see the following screen provided that there were no errors in the 

information you submitted. The information displayed represents your secure confirmation code that you 
will need to enter to access the preview of your files.   

 
You may either print the confirmation page or write it down for your records.  You will not be able to 
access the preview of your files without this confirmation code. If you lose it you will have to resubmit your 
files and obtain a new confirmation code.  
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 For your convenience this information will remain on your screen for 30 minutes or until you submit 
another zipped XBRL file or close out of the screen.   
 

 Please note that you usually will be able to preview your XBRL submission in approximately 15 
minutes. However, if you are previewing your submission at a time of peak load, it could take up to an 
hour. 
 

 Please note that your submission will be available for preview only for a limited time.  At a minimum 
your files will be available for 24 hours as all files are purged at 11:59 pm Eastern Time of the day 
following a submission.  For example if you submitted a file at 3:34pm Eastern Time on Thursday your file 
will be available until 11:59 pm Eastern Time on Friday.   
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Preview your documents 
 

1. To access the preview of your files you must perform the following under the “Preview XBRL.  Documents 
Submitted Earlier Today” section of the Previewer page.  

a. Enter you CIK number in the CIK box.   
b. Enter your secure confirmation code that you received from step 2. 
c. Enter the security code as you did in step 2.   
d. Press Submit  
 

 You do not need to enter leading zeroes.   
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2.  If your files are not ready for viewing or you have entered an incorrect CIK/confirmation code 
combination the following message will appear:  “The entered combination of CIK and confirmation code 
does not have results at this time.  Please check again later.”  Check that the information you entered is 
correct and reenter.   
 

 Please note that you will usually be able to preview your XBRL files in approximately 15 
minutes. However, if you are previewing your files at a time of peak load, it could take up to an 
hour. 
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3. If your files are ready when you press Submit, you will be immediately directed to the document 
preview screen.   Your financial information components will be listed across the top of the screen.  
You may select and view individual components of your financial filing or select “All Reports” to view 
them as one report.   
 
The information you are viewing will be displayed the same way that your financial data will be 
displayed in the viewer after you submit your official filing. 
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4. To print a copy of your rendered data, select “Print Document” from the list.  The print dialogue will pop up 
allowing you to print one or all of your documents. 
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5. You may display or save the previewed reports in a spreadsheet by selecting “View Excel Documents”.   
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After opening the spreadsheet you will see the following screen.  Please note that each component of 
your financial filing is placed in a separate worksheet within the spreadsheet.   

 

 If you open the spreadsheet directly from the previewer page it may open within your browser; in 
that case to return to the Previewer page, do not “X” out of the spreadsheet, rather, use the back 
button. 
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