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CFP - Certified Financial Planner 

Awarded by the Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc. 

 

CFP - Certified Financial Planner  

Designation Certified Financial Planner 

Designation Status Currently offered and recognized by 
the issuing organization 

Acronym CFP 

Issuing Organization Certified Financial Planner Board of 
Standards, Inc. 

Prerequisites/Experience Required Candidate must meet the following 
requirements:  
 A bachelor’s degree (or higher) 

from an accredited college or 
university, and 

 Three years of full-time personal 
financial planning experience 

Educational Requirements Candidate must complete a CFP-
board registered program, or hold one 
of the following:  
 CPA 
 ChFC 
 Chartered Life Underwriter 

(CLU) 
 CFA 
 Ph.D. in business or economics 
 Doctor of Business 

Administration  
 Attorney's License 

Examination Type CFP Certification Examination 

Continuing Education/Experience Requirements 30 hours every two years 

Investor Complaint Process Online at Submit a Complaint 

Public Disciplinary Process Online at Public Disciplinary Actions 

Check Professional's Status Online Online at Search for a Certified 
Financial Planner Professional 

Accredited By National Commission for Certifying 
Agencies (NCCA)  

 
 

http://www.cfp.net/default.asp
http://www.cfp.net/default.asp
http://www.cfp.net/become/programs.asp
http://www.cfp.net/become/programs.asp
http://www.cfp.net/Learn/submit.asp
http://www.cfp.net/Learn/disciplineactions.asp
http://www.cfp.net/search/
http://www.cfp.net/search/
http://www.credentialingexcellence.org/ncca
http://www.credentialingexcellence.org/ncca
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ChFC - Chartered Financial Consultant 

Awarded by the American College, Bryn Mawr, PA 

 

 

ChFC - Chartered Financial Consultant  

Designation Chartered Financial Consultant 

Designation Status Currently offered and recognized by 
the issuing organization 

Acronym ChFC 

Issuing Organization The American College  

Prerequisites/Experience Required Three years of full-time business 
experience within the five years 
preceding the awarding of the 
designation 

Educational Requirements Six core and two elective courses 

Examination Type Final proctored exam for each course 

Continuing Education/Experience Requirements 30 CE credits every two years 

Investor Complaint Process Online at Submit a 
Customer/Consumer Complaint 

Public Disciplinary Process None 

Check Professional's Status Online None 

Accredited By None 

 
  

http://www.theamericancollege.edu/
http://www.theamericancollege.edu/subpage.php?pageId=403
http://www.theamericancollege.edu/subpage.php?pageId=403
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CFA - Chartered Financial Analyst 

Awarded by the Association for Investment Management Research 

 

 

CFA - Chartered Financial Analyst  

Designation Chartered Financial Analyst 

Designation Status Currently offered and recognized by 
the issuing organization 

Acronym CFA 

Issuing Organization CFA Institute 

Prerequisites/Experience Required Candidate must meet one of the 
following requirements:  
 Undergraduate degree and four 

years of professional experience 
involving investment decision-
making, or  

 Four years qualified work 
experience (full time, but not 
necessarily investment related) 

Educational Requirements Self-study program (250 hours of 
study for each of the three levels) 

Examination Type Three course exams 

Continuing Education/Experience Requirements None 

Investor Complaint Process Online at Professional Conduct 
Program 

Public Disciplinary Process Online at Sanctions and Statistics 

Check Professional's Status Online None 

Accredited By None 

 
 

 

http://www.cfainstitute.org/
http://www.cfainstitute.org/cfaprogram/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.cfainstitute.org/ethics/conduct/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.cfainstitute.org/ethics/conduct/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.cfainstitute.org/ethics/conduct/Pages/sanctions.aspx

