


 

Excusable neglect is a key component of the good cause standard. The Commission has broad 

discretion to grant relief where neglect is not willful and when permitting a late filing serves fairness 

and justice. 

 

III. 

Good cause exists to permit Respondent to file a late but formal answer to the OIP based on excusable 

neglect, good faith efforts, and lack of prejudice to the Division. 

Respondent’s misunderstanding of the filing deadline, as described above, constitutes excusable 

neglect under Rule 161. Respondent acted in good faith by promptly responding to the Order to Show 

Cause and maintaining open communication throughout these proceedings. These actions demonstrate 

Respondent’s commitment to resolving the matter on its merits. 

Granting this motion would not prejudice the Division, as the matter remains in its early stages and no 

final determination has been made. Addressing the allegations on their merits aligns with the 

Commission’s mission to ensure fairness and transparency. 

 

IV. 

Respondent respectfully requests the opportunity to file a substantive answer to the OIP within ten 

(10) days of the Commission granting this Motion. This timeline is reasonable and ensures that the 

matter proceeds efficiently while allowing Respondent to fully address the allegations. 

Allowing Respondent to file a late but formal answer serves the public interest by ensuring the 

adjudicative process remains focused on substantive issues rather than procedural defaults.  

For these reasons, Respondent respectfully requests that the Commission grant leave to file a late 

answer to the OIP. 

 

 

 

Nicole J. Walker 

Respondent 
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