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investo1·s, including Cheryl Fillenberg, Cai·ol Fillenberg, Eugenia Fillenberg, 
Deborah Lynn DeSantis, Lucas DeSantis, Raquel DeSantis, Kathleen Gentry, 
Elizabeth Lautman, Jo-Ann Lautman, Pamela Desmond, Keith J. Robertson, Kellye 
Robertson, Marjorie Wilson Symonds, Gjoa Kubel'l'y, and Linda Sweigart, contrary 
to the form of the statutes in such case made and provided, C.R.S. §§ 11-51-501(1)(c) 
and 11-51-603(1), and against the· peace and dignity of the People of the State of 
Colorado. 

COUNT TWENTY-SEVEN 
(Theft $100,000 - $1,000,000- F3) 

C.R.S. § 18-4-401(1)(b),(2)(i) (2013) {08Al6} 

On and between May 12, 2011 and May 28, 2017, with a date of discovery on 
. or about July 27, 2017, in and triable in the State of Colorado, SONYA D. 

CAMARCO, unlawfully, feloniously, and knowingly obtained or exercised control 
over a thing of value, namely: money, of Cheryl Fillenberg, Carol Fillenberg, 
Eugenia Fillenberg, Deborah Lynn DeSantis, Lucas DeSantis, Raquel DeSantis, 
Kathleen Gentry, Elizabeth Lautman, Jo-Ann Lautman, Pamela Desmond, Keith J. 
Robertson, Kellye Robertson, Marjorie Wilson Symonds, Gjoa Kuberry, and Linda 
Sweigart, without authorization, or by threat 01· deception, and did knowingly use, 
conceal or abandon the money in ~uch a manner as to permanently deprive Cheryl 
Fillenbe1·g, Carol Fillenberg, Eugenia Fillenberg, Deborah Lynn DeSantis, Lucas 
DeSantis, Raquel DeSantis, Kathleen Gentry, Elizabeth Lautman, Jo-Ann 
Lautman, Pamela Desmond, Keith J. Robertson, Kellye Robe1·tson, Marj01·ie Wilson 
Symonds, Gjoa Kuberry, and Linda Sweigart of its use or benefit; and the value of 
said money was one hundi·ed thousand dolla1·s or more but less than one million 
dollars, in violation of section 18-4-401(1)(b),(2)(i), C.R.S. 

VY\~ 
Respectfully submitted this this fi day of l'\pril, 2018. 

CYNTHIA H. COFFMAN 
Attorney General 

=1p36%l'j 
Sean Clifford, #28260* 
First Assistant Attorney General 
Attorney for the People 
*Counsel of Record 
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DISTRICT COURT, COUNTY OF 
DOUGLAS, COLORADO 

4000 Justice Way 
Castle Rock, CO 80109 
PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO, 
Plaintiff, 

SONYA D. CAMARCO, DOB: -
Defendant. • COURT USE ONLY .... 

Case No.: 2017CR926 

Ctrm./Div.: 8 

ORDER RE MOTION TO AMEND TO ADD COUNTS TWENTY-SIX AND 
TWENTY-SEVEN TO THE SUPERSEDING INDICTMENT, PER PLEA 

AGREEMENT 

The Court, having read the People's MOTION TO AMEND TO ADD COUNTS 
TWENTY-SIX AND TWENTY-SEVEN TO THE SUPERSEDING INDICTMENT, 
PER PLEA AGREEMENT, and being fully advised therein: 

L Hereby G1•ants the People's Motion. Counts 26 and 27 a1-e hereby added to 
· } the Superseding Indictment. 

__ Hereby Denies the People's Motion 

Done at Castle Rock, Colorado this J6M 
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DISTRICT COURT, COUNTY OF 
DOUGLAS, COLORADO 

4000 Justice Way 
Castle Rock, CO 80109 
PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO, 
Plaintiff, 

v. 

SONYAD. CAMARCO, DOB: _ , 
Defendant. 

CYNTHIA H. COFFMAN, Attorney General 
SEAN CLIFFORD, #28260 * 
First Assistant Attorney General 
(720) 508-6692 
sean.clifford@coag.gov 
CRYSTAL C. LITTRELL, #36814 * 
(720) 508-6689 
crystal.littrell@coag. go 
Senior Assistant Attorney General 
1300 Broadway, 9th Floor 
Denver, CO 80203 
*Counsel of Record 

PLEA AGREEMENT 

DATE FILED: May 14, 201 
CASE NUMBER: 20 l 7CR9, 6 

.._ COURT USE ONLY • 

Case No.: 2017CR926 

Ctrm./Div.: 3 

Below is the complete and accurate agreement between the People of the 
State of Colorado and the above-named defendant. All concessions and stipulations 
are fully set forth herein. 

1. The Defendant will enter a plea of GUILTY to the charges of: Added Count 
Twenty-Six, Securities Fraud, in violation of C.R.S. §§ 11-51-501(1)(c), 11-51-
603(1) (Class 3 Felony); added Count Twenty-Seven, Theft $100,000 -
$1,000,000, in violation of C.R.S. § 18-4-401(l)(b),(2)(i) (Class 3 Felony); and 
Count Twenty, Filing a False Tax Return, in violation of C.R.S. § 39-21-
118(4) (Class 5 Felony). 

2. In exchange for the above guilty pleas, at sentencing the People will move to 
dismiss any remaining counts in the Indictment in 2017CR926, as well as El Paso 
County Case No. 2018CR1342, subject to restitution. The Defendant agrees to pay 
full restitution in both cases. 

Exhibit 

Exhibit B 7 

~ 
t 
!' 
l 
~ 
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3. The People and the Defendant have agreed to the following (subject to the 
approval of the Court): 

The Defendant's sentence will be open to the Coui·t. The People agi-ee that 
County Twenty will be sentenced concurrently. Othe1-wise. all sentencing 
options will be available to the Court at sentencing. The Defendant agi-ees to 
pay at least $1,722,484.58 in restitution, plus any statutory pre-judgment 
and post-judgment interest ordered by the Court. Any additional amounts of 
restitution in excess of $1,722,484.58 will be determined at sentencing. The 
Defendant agrees ·to pay any costs and fines ordered by the Court. 

I have reviewed the foregoing Plea Agreement, and the terms are fully set forth in 
this document. No amendments will be made to the plea agreement unless the 
te1·ms a1-e set forth in w1iting and agreed to by signatui-e of all parties. Any 
amendment to the foregoing plea agreement is subject to the Cou1•t's approval. 

Dated this )!t:_ day of May, 2018 

~ 
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1 MORNING SESSION, SEPTEMBER 21, 2018 

2 (Whereupon, counsel and the defendant were present, 

3 and the following proceedings were held in open court.) 

4 P R O C E E D I N G S 

5 

6 

THE COURT: Good morning. You can have a seat. 

All right. This is 17-CR-926, the People versus 

7 Sonya Camarco. We're here for sentencing. 

8 I'll take entries of appearance. 

9 MS. LITTRELL: Good morning, Your Honor. Crystal 

10 Littrell and Sean Clifford with the Attorney General's 

11 Office. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

MS. ADAMS: Good morning, Your Honor. Marnie Adams 

and Rick Kornfeld on behalf of Ms. Camarco. 

on bond to my right. 

She is present 

THE COURT: Your name, co-counsel? 

MR. KORNFELD: Rick Kornfeld, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Rick Kornfeld. Okay. 

All right. Judging by the number of people in the 

19 courtroom, I'm guessing we are -- I am to expect some 

20 testimony. First of all, I apologize for the delayed start. 

21 I was given this pile this morning from the Defense. 

22 did get through it. 

23 

24 

Go ahead. 

MS. LITTRELL: Your Honor, we do have several 

So I 

25 victims here from this case, including Cheryl Fillenberg, 

4 



1 Carol Fillenberg, Linda Sweigart, and a number of members of 

2 the homeowners association who are here today, of which Paul 

3 Baerman and Joanna Anaradian want to address the Court. So 

4 we have a total of four witnesses who would like to address 

5 the Court. 

6 THE COURT: All right. Feel free to begin the 

7 process. 

8 MS. LITTRELL: All right. Thank you, Your Honor. 

9 Your Honor, we will begin with Ms. Cheryl Fillenberg. 

10 THE COURT: All right. And as a procedural point, 

11 does either counsel wish these persons to be under oath, or 

12 are we fine hearing their testimony? 

13 MS. LITTRELL: Your Honor, the People are fine with 

14 the witnesses -- or the victims just addressing the Court 

15 here. 

16 

17 

18 

THE COURT: All right. That's fine with me. 

And for the record, your name, ma'am. 

MS. CHERYL FILLENBERG: Your Honor, I'm Cheryl 

19 Fillenberg. 

20 THE COURT: All right. 

MS. CHERYL FILLENBERG: I'm --21 

22 THE COURT: Go ahead and tell me what you'd like to 

23 let me know. 

24 MS. CHERYL FILLENBERG: Okay. Well, I'm one of the 

25 victims of Sonya Camarco, and I'm speaking for three other 

5 



1 people: my father, Ray Fillenberg, who actually is 

2 and - in 2002; my mother, Eugenia Fillenberg, who -

3 last November, 2017 -- she was 93 years old and had 

4 

5 

- and then my twin sister, who is sitting back 

6 Sonya Cama~co was my financial adviser since the 

7 1990s when she was at Merrill Lynch and then moved to 

8 Morgan Stanley and then, finally, to LPL. And over those 

9 25-plus years, she gained my complete trust. She stole, 

10 since September 14th of 2010, $414,997.85, which is just $2 

11 shy of $415,000. 

12 When my father retired -- well, he retired and was 

13 -· My mother lived off their - and their 

14 _, and they lived frugally their whole lives so that 

15 they could take care of themselves in their old age and, 

16 hopefully, be able to leave a little to their twin 

17 daughters, Carol and me. 

18 My sister and I are now both 71 years old, and we 

19 don't have the capacity to work. Our earning power is gone; 

20 and, frankly, companies aren't anxious to hire people our 

21 age. We are dependent on our retirement savings for our old 

22 age, and we, too, have lived very frugally to be able to 

23 take care of ourselves in our old age. You know, part of 

24 the time, we both worked two jobs. In fact, I'm still 

25 working part-time. And through all of this, we were 

6 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

caretakers for my mother, who had for a couple 

of reasons. Just to help finances out and then she was 

adamant about not wanting to go into a home. 

a lot of expenses because of that situation. 

So there were 

The stolen money was certainly a substantial loss 

and devastating to our family. I was -- I was emotionally 

distraught when this happened; that somebody I trusted so 

completely could steal this amount of money from us and, 

even more so, my mother, who had Not my 

father, who really wasn't even - I personally felt 

responsible for this because my mother wasn't able to manage 

the finances and the accounts at LPL. 

I -- I had been a trusting type-person, and I have 

lost my trust in people, and it emotionally devastated me. 

And, frankly, I don't like being this way, and I know, 

hopefully, with time, I can recover, and that will go 

away. 

You know, I am not a vindictive person, but there 

should be severe consequences when someone steals and 

especially from older people and especially from someone 

with I worry that if there isn't a severe 

22 punishment that actions like this will be done to others. 

23 Society should not ever have to have and tolerate a 

24 violation of this kind. 

25 THE COURT: Thank you. 

7 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

MS. CHERYL FILLENBERG: Thank you. 

MS. LITTRELL: Ms. Sweiga~t. 

THE COURT: Good morning. 

MS. LINDA SWEIGART: Good morning. 

THE COURT: State your name for the record. 

MS. LINDA SWEIGART: My name is Linda Sweigart. 

THE COURT: Okay. Go ahead. 

MS. LINDA SWEIGART: I wasn't sure I was gonna 

speak this morning, but I do want to say, Sonya Camarco has 

been my financial adviser or I should say, ours, my 

husband's and mine -- since the '90s also, since she was 

with Merrill Lynch and Morgan Stanley, and we followed her 

to LPL. She was considered a great friend. We -- we had 

total trust in her. She was there for us. I could call her 

for advice if I wanted to buy a car or something. 

would, you know, guide me and that kind of thing. 

She 

She 

17 just -- she was more than a financial adviser. We 

18 considered her a close friend. My husband, he loved her, 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

and he trusted her totally. 

So I had absolutely no clue that any of this was 

going on until I got information from LPL last year, but 

what she did was take up to -- it was a little over $34,000 

from my account. She did it two times in the year 2011, 

which was the year my husband He 

25 in April. And in August, she took $10,000-some dollars. 

8 



1 And in December, she took the other 24,000. 

2 She did that -- I'm sure she knew that my husband 

3 was the one that checked -- always checked our statements. 

4 He was the one that understood all those things, and I'm 

5 sure that once he , she was aware that I was --

6 not only was I distraught from his death but that I also did 

7 not check them as closely as I should have. 

8 I don't -- I don't feel vindictive either, but I 

9 know that this woman is not who I thought she was, and I 

10 feel like I have lost a trusted, good friend, and that 

betrayal hurts a lot. The money hurt too because, again, I 

am my husband's that kind of thing. 

11 

12 

13 But because it was done to many victims many victims over 

14 a number of years, I feel that she does deserve to have 

15 some consequences. I don't -- I don't know exactly what 

16 that would be, but I do think that she needs to be reminded 

17 on a daily basis of what she did, and I hope that she knows 

18 how deeply she hurt the people that she -- that trusted 

19 

20 

her. 

So I feel that she does absolutely need to have 

21 consequences for this action because it was done 

22 deliberately, it was done over a period of time, and it was 

23 

24 

25 

done at times when obviously the victims were very 

vulnerable. Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Thank you. 

9 



please. 

MS. LITTRELL: Joanna Anaradian. 

THE COURT: Good morning. 

MS. JOANNA ANARADIAN: Good morning. 

THE COURT: If you would start with your name, 

10 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MS. JOANNA ANARADIAN: My name is Joanna Anaradian. 

THE REPORTER: Could you spell that, please. 

MS. JOANNA ANARADIAN: A-n-a-~-a-d-i-a-n. 

THE REPORTER: Thank you. 

THE COURT: The usual spelling. All right. Go 

ahead. 

10 

11 

12 MS. JOANNA ANARADIAN: Your Honor, I've been asked 

13 to address the Court on behalf of the 44 homeowners of the 

14 Village at Monument, some of whom are present here today. I 

15 understand the Court already received the six-page victim 

16 impact statement requested. At this time, I will try to 

17 

18 

19 

present a summary of that statement. 

Sonya Camarco was a well-liked and trusted member 

of our community. She became our treasurer in 2009. The 

20 quarterly reports she presented to the board and the 

21 membership always seemed to balance and be accurate. It was 

22 not until shortly after her sudden and unexplained 

23 resignation on August 7th of 2017 that we began to discover, 

24 through an audit, that financial records were not accurate 

25 and that, in fact, she had stolen money from the HOA. 
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1 The present board and the entire membership were 

2 shocked. Many were in disbelief. Is it true? How could 

3 such a well-liked and community-involved person have done 

4 such a thing? At our November 2017 annual meeting, the 

5 board, through the auditor, presented this information to 

6 

7 

8 

the membership. Persons present were shocked. Everyone was 

surprised. Persons felt betrayed. 

In the victim impact statement, the court asked, 

9 how did this affect me personally? Personally, this has 

10 

11 

12 

13 

caused me a lot of stress. The day she called me to meet, I 

was at the doctor's office for an unscheduled meeting for my 

husband, who was I told her I could not 

talk at present but would call her when I got home. In the 

14 meantime, the doctor was examining my husband from the 

15 chair, not the examining table, because my husband - -

16 111111 The doctor stated, "I do not want to - - 11111 
17 from the office." The doctor was able to attend to my 

18 husband's needs, and we were able to return home. 

19 When I returned home, I called Sonya, and she came 

20 over and dropped everything related to the HOA, in her 

21 position as treasurer, off to me. She said that I could 

22 

23 

24 

25 

not ask any questions. 

and I told her, "No. 

She asked if I was okay with this, 

I do not understand finances." 

by the way, I am the HOA president. I was extremely 

stressed. In the following days, I dealt with this, 

Oh, 
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1 assigning a new treasurer and starting to make the necessary 

2 transitions. When I get stressed, I start - -

3 

4 

5 

6 

Just before the November 2017 annual meeting, a 

member of our HOA served the board with a subpoena. She 

suing the board for a process of special election -- of 

7 special assessment -- excuse me -- and for failing in our 

8 fiduciary responsibilities regarding overseeing Sonya's 

was 

9 activities over the years. This added even more stress to 

10 me. 

11 Soon after that, I became so stressed that I 

12 started 

13 My husband drove me. This added even more stress because I 

14 was concerned that they would not only be treating me but be 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

treating him because of his So this is, 

briefly, how Sonya Camarco's theft has affected me 

personally. 

As for the 44 homeowners of our community, I am 

sure they were affected in various ways. Mostly, they have 

been affected financially. Dues over the years have gone 

21 up. This might have -- might not have been necessary if the 

22 money had not been stolen. The homeowners have felt 

23 betrayed. 

24 The board believes, reviewing audit and financial 

25 records, that $58,763.95 had been taken from us. The court, 
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1 however, can only prove that $45,000 was stolen. Our annual 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

budget is $120,000. So you can see that this amount 

approximates 29 percent of our annual budget. Most members 

of the HOA do not expect to recover anything. It is my hope 

that the Court can request that we receive full 

compensation. 

In addition to receiving the money owed to the HOA, 

I am requesting the Court apply the full force of the law in 

assigning sentencing. I do not want Sonya Camarco to have 

any further possibility of doing this to anyone else ever 

again. 

THE COURT: Thank you. 

MS. LITTRELL: And Paul Baerman. 

MR. PAUL BAERMAN: Your Honor -­

THE COURT: Your name? 

MR. PAUL BAERMAN: Baerman, spelled B -- as in 

17 boy -- a-e-r-m-a-n. 

18 

19 

THE COURT: All right. Go ahead, sir. 

MR. PAUL BAERMAN: I'm the current secretary for 

20 the HOA. My wife actually wrote this, but I feel it 

21 captures the sentiments of the members of our Village, the 

22 Village at Monument, our HOA. My wife wanted me to share 

23 our feelings and, I believe, those of the simple 

24 neighborhood, our Village at Monument. 

25 There was only one neighborhood my wife considered 



1 in Monument for many years; in fact, almost a decade. When 

2 we would travel down Old Denver Highway to Monument, we 

3 would always think that this·neighborhood was charming and 

4 welcoming with wide swaths of grass, bright-yellow flowers, 

5 picnic tables, gorgeous autumn colors, not to mention 

6 colorful homes and front porches. 

7 In 2014, we were blessed to buy a home there. 

8 Immediately, we bonded with the people in the neighborhood. 

9 

10 

We are all from diverse backgrounds: 

retirees, and everything in between. 

a few young families, 

My wife saw the need 

11 and became a welcome person who greeted all new arrivals 

14 

12 with a smile and cookies and a sincere welcome. We promoted 

13 an upgrade of our Village directory containing almost 

14 100 percent coverage of residents and owners, and we wanted 

15 all of them to feel connected. If it sounds like a Leave it 

16 to Beaver neighborhood, yes, it is. 

17 So a cohesiveness was formed, and volunteers fixed 

18 fences, planted, weeded, and maintained our Village signs. 

19 This team -- the team spent long hours bringing electricity 

20 to our entry sign. We assembled picnic tables and benches 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

together and had parties in our common area. Each time. 

there was a need, there would be volunteers willing to pitch 

in. The feeling was that of a community. Meals were 

brought to those experiencing medical challenges, friends 

were visited in hospital, cards were written to the 
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1 bereaved, and neighbor helped neighbor. We all felt 

2 companions on the journey called life. We prayed and cared 

3 for one another. 

4 My wife met Ms. Camarco when we first moved into 

5 the Village at a neighborhood picnic. She was impressed 

6 with her smile, her confidence, and her quiet demeanor. She 

7 had a good friend in the neighborhood who attended Bible 

8 studies with Ms. Camarco, and she described her as a good 

9 friend and Christian. When we were asked by the head of 

10 our three of our District 38 school board election 

11 committee to place a campaign sign for her, we willingly 

12 complied. 

13 Then, we were truly shocked to read in the paper 

14 that she was being investigated for fraud. Only later did 

15 we realize that as our Village of Monument treasurer that we 

16 were also victims of her duplicity. Many of us are on fixed 

17 incomes and have worked very hard to buy our homes. We 

18 could not fathom that someone we trusted, someone whose own 

19 mother had lived among us could perpetuate this fraud. 

20 Needless to say, her campaign sign came down, and our trust 

21 was destroyed. 

22 Ms. Camarco, how could you treat all of us in the 

23 Village with such disdain? You must be held accountable to 

24 the full extent of the law. 

25 Thank you, Your Honor. 
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1 THE COURT: Thank you. 

2 Anything further? 

3 MS. LITTRELL: Your Honor, just argument if this 

4 is -- if this is the appropriate time. 

5 THE COURT: Okay. Unless you have a problem with 

6 that. 

7 MS. ADAMS: No, Your Honor. 

8 THE COURT: All right. Go ahead. 

9 MS. LITTRELL: Thank you. Your Honor, as you've 

10 heard from the victims who have stood before the Court and 

11 spoken today, this is a very serious case. The defendant, 

12 Ms. Camarco, stole nearly $2 million from approximately 

13 15 victims. And although the Indictment charged a period of 

14 time of approximately six years, we have evidence of her 

15 taking money from investors as far back as 2004, and these 

16 victims include the elderly, an elderly ~urvivor, two 

17 elderly women and_, and the 

18 allegations span two cases across two counties. As you 

19 heard today, this case has affected the defendant's 

20 homeowners association where she worked as the treasurer. 

21 It boils down to one thing, though, Your Honor, and 

22 the defendant -- that is the defendant's greed. She was 

23 greedy, and that affected a lot of lives, and that's why 

24 we're here today, and that is why the People are asking for 

25 a punitive sanction today. 
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1 As the Court received with respect to our 

2 sentencing memo, we are asking for a 24-year prison sentence 

3 here against Ms. Camarco, 12 years consecutive --

4 consecutive for each of the Class 3 felonies and then 

5 

6 

20 years of ECU probation on the Class 5 felony. 

Your Honor, not only does that sentence is that 

7 appropriate given the seriousness of the offense that we're 

8 here upon today but it's also proportional and appropriate. 

9 Counsel had provided the defendant -- or the Court a list of 

10 cases, which the People received yesterday -- I think it had 

11 approximately 22 cases on there -- and were arguing that our 

12 request was not proportionate, and we would disagree, Your 

13 Honor, and I have an additional table that I would like to 

14 tender to the Court. 

15 THE COURT: Sure. 

16 MS. LITTRELL: If I may approach? 

17 THE COURT: Sure. 

18 MS. LITTRELL: I have marked this as People's 

19 Exhibit 1 for the sentencing hearing. 

20 (Exhibit handed to the Court.) 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

THE COURT: Thank you. 

MS. LITTRELL: ·Thank you. 

THE COURT: Has this been provided to the Defense? 

MS. LITTRELL: Yes. 

THE COURT: All right. 



18 

1 MS. LITTRELL: Your Honor, what I did was, I took 

2 the table that the Defense had provided, and I obtained 

3 additional data from State Judicial and from the Colorado 

4 District Attorneys' Council tracking the different sentences 

5 in counties, including Douglas County. 

6 And as can be seen on this table, Your Honor, it 

7 depicts approximately 19 cases in Douglas County. Of those, 

8 14, 74 percent, involved prison sentences. It also shows 

9 16 cases in Arapahoe County, of which 8, 50 percent, 

10 involved prison sentences. When you look at just the 

11 Douglas and Arapahoe cases and just -- and not even counting 

12 all of the other counties on here, we have a total of 

13 35 cases, and 22, 62 percent, involved Department of 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Corrections sentences, with total Department of Corrections 

sentences, if you add it all together, of 281 years. This 

is the type of crime where sentences where, historically, 

it has been demonstra~ed that prison is appropriate and 

proportionate. 

As we look at some of these cases, Your Honor, the 

20 William Walters case, which is 07-CR-408, we can see that in 

21 this case, the defendant was convicted of two counts of 

22 securities fraud, Class 3 felonies, and one count of theft, 

23 a Class 4 felony, and this is a Douglas County case. And in 

24 that case, the defendant was sentenced consecutively for 

25 each of those counts, 12 years on each of the securities 
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1 fraud counts, 4 years on the theft count, for a total of 

2 40 years, Your Honor. 

3 We also see the case of People v. Thompson, also a 

4 Douglas County case. And, Your Honor, in this case, the 

5 Court sentenced the defendant, who was convicted of 

6 securities fraud, to one count of Class -- of theft, a 

7 Class 3 felony, and two counts of securities fraud, Class 3 

8 felonies, to 18 years in the Department of Corrections, 

9 12 years, and 12 years consecutive for a total of 

10 42 years. 

11 I would also refer the Court to a number of other 

12 cases in other jurisdictions, such as El Paso County. 

13 Terrence Malcom, in 15-CR-1427, was sentenced to 18 years in 

14 the Department of Corrections on three counts of Class 3 

15 felony thefts, six years on each count consecutive. 

16 William Lindsey in Jefferson County, in 12-CR-1487, 

17 was sentenced on eight counts of securities fraud and four 

18 counts of theft, all Class 3 felonies, to 24 years in the 

19 Department of Corrections. 

20 And I would also like to direct the Court to a case 

21 that was just recently sentenced, actually by the Attorney 

22 General's Office, which was Laverne Moter in 17-CR-46. This 

23 was just sentenced on August 23rd of 2018 in Gunnison County 

24 on two counts of securities fraud, Class 3 felonies, and the 

25 Court sentenced Mr. Meter to 12 years on each count 



1 consecutive for a total of 24 years in the Department of 

2 Corrections, and that case was very comparable to the one 

3 before us, Your Honor. Mr. Moter did not have any prior 

4 

5 

criminal history. 

restitution. 

It was a comparable amount of 

6 Your Honor, not only is there a history in both 

7 Colorado and in Douglas County of significant punitive 

8 sanctions for crimes that are of the same nature as 

9 Ms. Camarco's but, in many ways, the present case is more 

10 aggravated than some of the other cases the courts may have 

11 seen, and you have heard a little bit of that from the 

12 victims who have addressed the Court. 

I would also like to make a record, Your Honor, 

that the People's request for punitive -- or consecutive 

punitive sanctions is appropriate. The Court does have 

discretion to impose consecutive sentences when the 

defendant is convicted of multiple offenses, and this is 

only statutorily limited if the evidence supporting the 

counts is identical. 

20 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

And to determine whether the evidence is identical, 

the Court must decide whether the convictions are based on 

more than one distinct act, and if so, whether those acts 

are separated by time and place, and that's People v. 

Glasser, G-1-a-s-s-e-r, 293 P.3d 68, Colorado Court of 

Appeals, 2011. 
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1 The law says that the mere possibility that 

2 identical evidence may support two convictions will not 

3 deprive the Court of its discretion to impose consecutive 

4 sentences, and that's the case of People v. Muckle, 

5 M-u-c-k-1-e, 107 P.3d 380, Colorado, 2005. 

6 Instead, the statute requires courts to impose 

7 concurrent sentences only when the evidence will support no 

8 other reasonable inference than that the convictions were 

9 based on identical evidence. In all other instances, the 

10 trial court retains the sentencing discretion. 

11 Your Honor, I would also like to point out that the 

12 mere fact that the offenses took place during one continuous 

13 

14 

15 

16 

criminal episode also would not establish that they were 

supported by identical evidence. That's the case of 

People v. Jurado, J-u-r-a-d-o, 30 P.3d 769, Colorado Court 

of Appeals, 2001. Further, that offenses are not 

17 necessarily supported by identical evidence even though 

18 there are some common elements of proof. 

19 I would like to refer the Court to a recent 

20 Colorado Court of Appeals decision. One of the cases that I 

21 highlighted for the Court was the People v. Thompson case 

22 where the defendant received a significant prison sentence. 

23 And in 2018 COA 83, a decision that came down on June 14th 

24 of 2018, the Colorado Court of Appeals affirmed a 

25 consecutive sentence on two counts of securities fraud and 
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1 one count of theft, and I do have a copy of that case if the 

2 Court would like it. 

3 THE COURT: Sure. I'm aware of that holding. 

4 (Document handed to the Court.) 

5 THE COURT: Thank you. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

MS. LITTRELL: And, Your Honor, the reason I 

highlight this case is because the defendant had argued that 

these sentences should run concurrently and that the theft 

and securities fraud charges were based on identical 

evidence, and the Court of Appeals disagreed and said that 

the Court had discretion to run those counts consecutively 

and said that the evidence required for securities fraud 

requires different elements than that required for the crime 

of theft and so that they were not based upon identical 

evidence and it was appropriate to have consecutive 

sentences. 

As far as the actions by Ms. Camarco, Your Honor, 

what we aren't here on today is a crime of opportunity. The 

defendant created her opportunities methodically over time. 

She went behind her clients' backs. She took money out of 

their accounts. She put it into her own company, 

22 C Investments, Camarco Investments, without their knowledge. 

23 She even forged their signatures to make it happen, and she 

24 manipulated them. 

25 In the presentence-investigation interview, the 
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1 defendant admitted that she coveted the lifestyle of her 

2 victims. She wanted more stuff. So she took it. And she 

3 took their retirement money, she took their income, and she 

4 splurged it. 

5 She spent it on a $19,000 piano; a $9,000 

6 time-share; multiple BMWs; a Lexus; a private school for her 

7 children; five properties, including a beachfront condo for 

8 her retirement in Oregon; horses; horse trailers and a truck 

9 to pull the horses; a trip to New Zealand; trips to 

10 San Francisco. But it was never enough, Your Honor. She 

11 got greedy, and she was selfish. And the more time that 

12 went by and it wasn't missed, the more she stole. And since 

13 she didn't get caught, she kept stealing more and more. 

14 And we have all this evidence of the defendant 

15 taking money from these people with whom she had these long 

16 relationships, Your Honor, over 20 years. They considered 

17 her friend -- a friend in addition to a financial adviser. 

18 What we don't see is any evidence that the defendant held 

19 any empathy for them in any of this process, and these 

20 weren't just strangers. They were friends, people who 

21 considered her a friend. 

22 But what we don't see is any evidence the 

23 defendant even considered them as human beings who would be 

24 hurt by her actions. The oceanfront property was more 

25 important to her than stealing money from an 80-year-old 
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1 friend who was grieving a friend -- a husband who had just 

2 passed away. 

3 What we have is evidence that the defendant acted 

4 in a cold, calculated manner, and that's illustrated by the 

5 fact that she flew to Mr. Lautman's funeral, Mr. Lautman, 

6 the father of Elizabeth and the father of Deborah Desantis 

7 and the husband of Jo-Ann Lautman, some of the other victims 

8 in this case. And Mr. Lautman had kept a close eye on his 

9 money; and while he was alive, the defendant couldn't get 

10 away with taking as much of it. 

11 But as soon as_, she's at the_, 

12 hugging the_, crying with the family, pretending to 

13 grieve, and telling them that it was going to be okay. She 

14 was going to handle their finances, and everything would be 

15 okay. And then what do we see? The defendant takes over 

16 $900,000 just from Jo-Ann Lautman alone, an 80-year-old 

17 whose husband just Those 

18 actions demonstrate a cold calculation that deserves a 

19 punitive sanction. 

20 And this isn't the only time that the defendant 

21 acted in this cold, calculated way. You heard from 

22 Ms. Sweigart, who said that the defendant also comforted her 

23 after her husband and then proceeded to steal 

24 from her as well. The defendant coldly created these 

25 opportunities to take what did not belong to her and what 
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1 she did not even need. 

2 She had the nerve to tell Elizabeth Lautman, when 

3 Ms. Lautman noticed a drop in her account balances, that, 

4 well, Elizabeth needed to start earning more money because 

5 she was spending too much and she was living outside her 

6 means, when, in fact, the defendant was the one spending 

7 her money on all of these extravagant, unnecessary 

8 purchases, draining her account for another vacation and 

9 another BMW. 

10 The letters submitted by the victims in this case 

11 are powerful, Your Honor, but a common thread is pain. The 

12 defendant affected a lot of lives. People are hurt by what 

13 happened. They trusted her. They depended on her. 

14 And although LPL LPL has stepped in and paid 

15 some of them back for the principal amounts that were 

16 taken -- and it's fortunate that LPL was able to do that 

17 they're still out the amount of interest their investment 

18 money would have been earning that entire time, and the 

19 defendant shouldn't be allowed to benefit from the fact that 

20 someone else stepped in to try to make partially right what 

21 she did wrong, and it certainly doesn't fix the emotional 

22 distress the defendant caused. These are people_who trusted 

23 her, depended on her, and were shocked when they learned 

24 that she had violated that trust. 

25 The defendant talks in her sentencing memo and the 
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1 attachments about being an abused child. Well, she's an 

adult now, Your Honor. She was an adult when all of this 

was happening. She was a mother, a wife, a financial 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

adviser when all of this was happening. People trusted her, 

and her childhood doesn't give her the right to turn around 

and hurt people now. 

This isn't a case where -- like a drug case or a 

domestic-violence case where one can make an argument that 

childhood trauma is rearing up and the trauma of it is 

10 causing a knee-jerk reaction now. We're talking about cold, 

11 methodical theft over the course of a very long period of 

12 time, Your Honor, and that argument just doesn't hold water 

13 here. We're talking about the defendant preying on people 

14 who are vulnerable and who have dementia and who are 

15 elderly. 

16 Jo-Ann Lautman. She survived - -- -· 

17 She survived the - of her beloved husband. You see in 

18 her victim impact statement that what happened made her so 

19 

20 She 

It 

that the 

21 doctor became concerned. The defendant stole not only her 

22 money but her - and her faith 

23 in people and her peace of mind. 

24 Elizabeth Lautman talked about how she has been 

25 constantly anxious, not knowing what her future holds now, 
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2 

3 

and this has been emotionally shattering for her as well, 

Your Honor. She hasn't been able to sleep. She has cried. 

She has been afraid. She has felt shame, worry, 

4 uncertainty, anger, all things that we see with our other 

5 victims as well. 

6 All of this pain, Your Honor, because of one 

7 woman's cold greed and her desire to have more stuff: a 

8 fifth car, another house, another vacation. The victims of 

9 Sonya Camarco are asking the Court to hold her responsible. 

10 They are asking for punitive sanctions, and we echo that 

11 request, Your Honor. 

12 We're asking for the Court to please sentence the 
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13 defendant to 12 years consecutive on Counts 26 and 27 and to 

14 20 years of economic crime probation on Count 20. We are 

15 asking the Court to order the motion we filed a motion 

16 for restitution in the stipulated amount of $1,840,837.46, 

17 plus any statutory interest, as well as the $704 requested 

18 by Pre-Trial Services for her unpaid balance. 

19 Your Honor, please hold the defendant accountable 

20 for what she did. 

21 THE COURT: Thank you. 

22 The Defense? 

23 MS. ADAMS: Thank you, Judge. Judge, Ms. Camarco 

24 is here before the Court today to take responsibility and to 

25 admit what she did. She's fully admitted she stole 



1 $1.8 million from her clients and investors. She -- when 

2 she was confronted by LPL about her actions, she did not 

3 deny what she did. Through processing this case and 

4 

5 

representing her, she has not ever denied what she did. 

pled guilty and took responsibility and has, frankly, 

28 

She 

6 focused moving forward on trying to arrange her life so she 

7 can pay back what she took. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Judge, this is an unusual securities fraud case, in 

that there were eight groupings or classes of victims and 

families as laid out in the attorney general's brief that 

the Court reviewed, but it's different in character because 

this is a case in which Ms. Camarco had a legitimate 

business. This was not a fraudulent scheme. It was not a 

Ponzi scheme. It was not a false business that was 

15 constructed in order to simply defraud people. Ms. Camarco 

16 had 250 clients and managed assets of $30 million. 

17 The Meter case that the People mentioned in their 

18 table and that the attorney general spoke about from 

19 Gunnison, that is exactly what a more traditional securities 

20 

21 

fraud case is. It was a completely fraudulent real estate 

scheme. It was pure fiction, and it was lying to investors 

22 to get them to donate -- or invest large amounts of money, 

23 and it was a $2.6 million loss. 

24 Ms. Camarco, as the Court knows, she did run a 

25 legitimate business, and she did steal money, which she 
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9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

does not deny, but there were a number of other clientele 

of hers and clients that were unaffected by her 

wrongdoing. 

Judge, Ms. Camarco does want to accept 

responsibility. As counsel, I feel there are just some 

items in the attorney general's presentation and in their 

brief that we just have to correct so that the Court is not 

left with misimpressions about this case. 

The briefing and, I think, the argument would have 

the Court believe that Ms. Camarco preyed upon and stole 

from the elderly and the disabled, including Ms. Fillenberg 

and Ms. Symonds, but these individuals did not have 

29 

dementia or diminished capacity when Ms. Camarco worked with 

them. 

Indeed, the Attorney General's Office could have 

charged at-risk victims. They have not pulled punches when 

it comes to charging in this case. That was not charged. 

They could have presented grand jury evidence in this 

process and did not. In fact, in the grand jury 

transcripts, which the Court has reviewed for the 

probable-cause review, on page 23, Ms. Cheryl Fillenberg 

talks about how Sonya Camarco always went through Cheryl 

instead of her mother, Eugenia, for disclosure statements 

and updates whether Eugenia had dementia or not. 

So this is not a case -- and the assertion that 
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1 Ms. Camarco identified vulnerable victims or preyed upon 

2 them is just a mischaracterization of what happened here. 

3 She knew these individuals for decades, and only in her 

4 later years and later contact with them did the thefts 

5 start. 

6 And that also brings me to the other point. I 

7 think the attorney general mentioned in their briefing that 

8 Ms. Camarco was engaging in grooming the victims. But, 

9 again, these were longtime friends and clients. She was not 

10 looking for or identifying individuals to groom them to 

11 become victims of hers. 

12 The argument has been put forth that Ms. Camarco's 

13 genuine grief and her expression of it with various victims 

14 at funerals and visiting their homes is somehow -- should be 

15 aggravating. But the Court has read the briefing. The 

16 Court has read the PSI. Ms. Camarco has a really complex 

17 psycho and social history, and we lay out her background 

18 fairly detailed. The Court can see that in the interviews 

19 conducted with her brother and her father. The Court can 

20 see that in the PSI materials. This is not a simple case, 

21 and to suggest that her grief and her expression of emotion 

22 was a ploy or was insincere in some way, it's not true, 

23 Judge, and it's not borne out by any evidence in the actual 

24 

25 

case. 

The other individual -- the other piece, I think, 
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1 that's just as important for the Court to know is that the 

2 argument somehow suggests that Ms. Camarco was looking for 

3 or identifying perhaps elderly or unsophisticated victims. 

4 For example, the briefing talks about Ms. Jo-Ann Lautman as 

5 an elderly widow, but Ms. Lautman, as recently as the 

6 actions in this case in 2017, she is the founder and 

7 executive director of a nonprofit organization called Our 

8 House. She manages the day-to-day operations, fund-raising, 

9 and a staff and volunteer force of a hundred people. And 

10 Ms. Lautman is a but it was 20 years 

11 ago. 

12 So I just think those details are important for the 

13 case to just have a context of and perspective on when we're 

14 talking about Ms. Camarco's actions in this case. 

15 Judge, we've touched on it in all of our materials, 

16 and I think it bears brief mentioning again, but Sonya 

17 Camarco's horrific upbringing and childhood created in her 

18 pretty complex insecurities about her own self-worth that 

19 manifested in the actions that the Court sees with it --

20 that the Court sees before it today. You can see the horror 

21 

22 

23 

in how she grew up and her mother and 

the 

I think to make the claim that it's somehow 

24 divorced from what happened in this case is just simply too 

25 simple. It's not true. Ms. Camarco, shortly after these 
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1 events came to light, and it was not 

2 successful, but she has since been in counseling for the 

3 first time in her adult life. At the age of 45, she has 

begun starting to unpack and process through some of the 

-
7 Part of this history of hers also is further 

8 complicated by the way she viewed upbringing and raising her 

own children. Her sons -- - - are 

here today with their father. They have -- Ms. Camarco 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

wanted to ensure that the life she gave them was 180 degrees 

different from what she grew up with, and that was -- some 

of that came about and manifested in this need for 

14 materialism, the need to give them experiences that she 

15 hadn't had, the need to prove her love for them and to prove 

16 what a good mother she was to them, unlike her own mother 

17 who she wanted to be as far away from and distant from as 

18 possible. 

19 The -- the table that we presented to the Court of 

20 cases, just so the Court understands what we did, we asked 

21 our paralegal to find, with State Judicial, securities fraud 

22 cases with losses of over six figures, and that was the 

23 table that she came up with after getting from -- the 

24 information from State Judicial. We did not have the 

25 benefit of the Colorado District Attorneys' Council 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 
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information. 

But the Court can see from our own table and even 

the attorney general's table, when we focus on Douglas 

County, there are three outlier cases that talk about 

extended Department of Corrections sentences, and that's the 

cases cited by the attorney general, the Thompson case, the 

Walters case. The other cases all range in up to ten 

years, and they range in terms of a variety of numbers: 

four years, six years, seven years in the Department of 

Corrections. 

The majority of the cases in this same county when 

12 we're dealing with -- even by the attorney general's own 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

table -- with allegations such as these, we are not talking 

a 24-year Department of Corrections sentence. This table 

doesn't include any of the loss amounts, which I think is 

interesting, and that should be a point for the Court to 

have and information for the Court to have. 

But, nonetheless, we did pull and point out two 

cases in Douglas County. The People v. Lawrence Livingston 

case, 13-CR-711, that was a $2,000,076 loss with no 

restitution paid at the time of sentencing, and that was a 

ten-year DOC sentence. There's also the People v. Lee case, 

Douglas County, 2004-CR-591, a $2.2 million loss with no 

restitution paid at the time of sentencing, and that was a 

one-year Department of Corrections sentence with a 20-year 



34 

1 probation sentence following. 

2 Judge, Ms. Camarco has tried to put herself in the 

3 position where she can pay back what she took. She 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

anticipates being able to liquidate assets. It's 

complicated by an SEC civil case, but she has tried to -­

tried to pay back LPL directly and victims directly but has 

been told to either wait and/or she cannot because her 

assets are frozen. Assuming she can unfreeze assets, she 

expects to have over half of restitution available for her 

victims. 

She has also worked. She went back to school. She 

has learned to be a phlebotomist. She has trained and taken 

the courses to be a phlebotomist and works doing that as 

well as a dialysis tech with DaVita. She works 60-hour 

weeks. She also in addition to those two jobs with 

16 DaVita and being an as-needed phlebotomist for another 

17 organization, she also works at Starbucks. When she -- when 

18 she's not working during the regular 40-hour workweek, she 

19 spends her weekends doing that to earn money to pay people 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

back. 

In her own words, she said, "My hope and goal is to 

try to pay as much of my restitution number that I can. I 

physically and emotionally need to do this for my personal 

atonement for my actions. 

of bed every day." 

This is what drives me to get out 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

The -- just so that it's clear about her day-to-day 

life, she gets up. She drives to her -- one of her three 

jobs. She works. She drives back home. She grabs 

something to eat, she sleeps, and she does it again. She 

5 doesn't have much free time outside counseling, working, 

6 and, frankly, has dedicated her time to earning money to do 

7 what she can to pay back the people in this room and the 

8 people that could not be in this room today. 

9 I think Probation, in the PSI report, said it best 

10 when they said themselves that Ms. Camarco took complete 

11 responsibility for her actions and did not offer excuses or 

12 justifications. She returned to school to find employment 

13 in fields that are unrelated to money, and she is currently 

14 working three jobs. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Her statements in Ms. Camarco's statements in 

the PSI and her actions since this case came to light 

illustrate that she recognizes how emotionally shattering 

and devastating her actions have been to her victims. She 

can't take it back and, frankly, being able to fully heal 

20 the trust that's been broken is a difficult, almost 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

impossible task, but she can and is resolute and determined 

to make money to pay back individuals and at least provide 

them their money back. 

Her bosses, as the Court can see with what we 

provided, they speak highly of her. They talk about her 
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1 being great with her patients and the customers in the 

2 Starbucks store. She's also taken training to be a CASA 

3 advocate to work with children that have abuse. That speaks 

4 to her heart because she herself had such a tremendously 

5 

6 

difficult upbringing. 

She does have the capacity for further good. A 

7 Department of Corrections sentence will stifle that 

8 potential. She will not be earning money. She will not be 

9 volunteering or giving back to her community in the form of 

10 CASA or in any other way. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

We are asking the Court to impose a 20-year 

sentence to ECO probation, which, as the Court knows, is a 

very intensive probation program. All of her finances will 

be monitored. She will not be able to work without 

approval. She will not be able to -- she must tell all of 

her employers about this case. All of her bank accounts and 

17 her financials will be open books to Probation, and it will 

18 ensure that -- in addition to her putting herself in a 

19 position where she does not handle any money and is not 

20 capable of stealing from anyone, ECO probation will ensure 

21 that that will not happen and that that will not be the 

22 case. 

23 Judge, we are asking for you to consider giving her 

24 the chance to try to make things right, giving her the 

25 chance to try to pay back the people that she stole from and 



1 the victims in this case. 

2 

3 

4 

THE COURT: Thank you. 

Anything further? 

MS. ADAMS: Judge, just briefly. Her family is 

37 

5 here today. This has been a very difficult process for them 

6 and straining. I don't know if they wish to address the 

7 Court in any way. 

8 (Pause in the proceedings.) 

9 

10 

11 

MS. ADAMS: No. 

THE COURT: All right. 

MS. ADAMS: Judge, and, lastly, we just have a 

12 statement from Ms. Camarco. 

13 THE COURT: All right. Thank you. 

14 Ms. Camarco? 

15 THE DEFENDANT: Your Honor, in addition to 

16 addressing you -- because so many of my victims are 

17 here -- I would like to also address them, if that's 

18 permissible. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

THE COURT: Any problems with that? 

Go ahead. 

THE DEFENDANT: I appreciate the opportunity to be 

able to speak. I stand here before you as a humble woman. 

I would like to formally apologize for my criminal behavior 

to the Court and also to my victims. 

The Prosecution has made statements such as I 
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4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

didn't feel guilty until I was caught or that I was 

pretending to grieve for the clients who had passed away or 

that I was grooming them to be victims, and they suggest 

that I specifically targeted the elderly. These statements 

could not be farther from the truth. My guilt and my shame 

had a literal physical impact on me the entire time of my 

criminal behavior. 

What I would like for my victims and the Court to 

know is something that I am just now learning for myself 

after so many years, the why behind my actions. 

My childhood was astoundingly abusive. My 

12 biological mother physically committed atrocities upon me 

38 

13 and emotionally tormented me from about the age of 4 until I 

14 was 15 when I was able to escape her. She was an extremely 

15 violent, bipolar, epileptic hypochondriac that would vent 

16 her often mood swings upon me, the result of which is that I 

17 missed a lot of school, partly from me having to stay home 

18 to hide her abuse from others and partly to be her 

19 nursemaid. 

20 -full well the - we were subjected to. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

My saving grace was my paternal grandmother and her 

sister, my Aunt Lee, who collected me from my mother a 

on multiple occasions. The first time I 

was shipped to them, I was age four. Over the years, I was 

passed between them and my mother countless times. Whatever 



39 

1 bonds I was able to form while living with my grandmother 

2 and my Aunt Lee were quickly stripped away when she demanded 

3 me back to live with her because she missed me. I was not 

4 able to attend any school for more than two years in a row. 

5 I didn't have any friends. I didn't have any trusted adults 

6 that I could go to, other than my grandmother and my 

7 Aunt Lee. 

8 Through the years, Lee and I became quite close. 

9 

10 

We were both broken, misfit toys who found a strong bond 

together of love and trust. Many of you have known me for 

11 decades, and you know that Lee was my mom to me, and I bent 

12 over backwards to do what I could for her, to be there for 

13 her, because she was always there for me. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

I'm telling the Court my childhood background, 

which I have ardently tried to forget since I was a 

teenager, not as an excuse for my criminal behavior but to 

provide some insight on the circumstances of who I am as an 

adult. 

I have used my mother's example of never admitting 

that she was at fault for any of her wrongdoing, her lying 

example of why I missed so much school or 

and 

- so that others didn't notice the teeth that she 

or the I 

25 her constant need for attention from others and that 
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1 everyone owed her something. I used her as an example to be 

2 the opposite of everything she was. 

3 I raised my boys in a loving and supportive home 

4 where, hopefully, they never doubted, never doubted how much 

5 I love them, not like the abusive homes where so many abused 

6 parents end up taking out their pain against their own 

7 children. I have been an active participant in their 

8 schools and extracurricular activities since they were each 

9 tiny. I have volunteered at their schools, their churches, 

10 their sports teams, their choirs. 

11 I have made sure that I was involved in their 

12 lives, not only to demonstrate to them that I care about 

13 them as individuals but to encourage their academic success, 

14 their social lives, to foster a sense of well-being from 

15 

16 

within themselves. I have raised them to be confident, 

happy men who would want to be great fathers themselves. 

17 have also tried to teach them honesty and integrity in 

18 everything they do, to give back to others as often and in 

19 whatever manner they can. 

20 Your Honor, that is why I have never denied my 

21 guilt of my criminal behavior. This is why my family, my 

I 

22 clients, my victims, my employers, my community, everyone is 

23 so shocked. They know me as a person of integrity, someone 

24 that they can trust, because I tried my best to be that 

25 person. That is why, when my criminal behavior was caught, 
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I was·- -- •-

matter how hard I tried to be that trusted person of 

No 

3 integrity, it was discovered I am deeply flawed. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

After my 

for the first time in my entire life. I tried so 

hard to forget my past. It was too painful to imagine 

speaking to anyone -- anyone about those years. Initially, 

, my 

guilt, , but she's also helped me see 

10 that by not addressing my past has created the person I am 

11 today, someone that suffers from an addiction to money in 

12 order to find self-worth. 

13 My addiction is just as poisonous to my family, my 

14 victims, and everyone who has trusted me as someone who is 

15 addicted to drugs. Both cause great harm in everything and 
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16 everyone around them. I have lost everything, including the 

17 ultimate price, my family. My therapist has shown me that 

18 my greed and insatiable need to have what others have is a 

19 powerful addiction to find self-worth and acceptance and 

20 recognizing that my location and my affluent client base fed 

21 my addiction and was a recipe for disaster. 

22 Your Honor, I am not making excuses or in any way 

23 trying to justify my behavior. I will never be able to heal 

24 the emotional harm that I've caused, especially to my 

25 victims. I know first-hand what betrayal feels like, and 
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1 the shame that I feel for causing such pain is overwhelming, 

2 and it's something I struggle with and will struggle with 

3 for the rest of my life. 

What I can do is offer them a sincere apology. 

am sorry. And I can try my best to repay what I have 

I 4 

5 

6 stolen. I have made concerted efforts to find education and 

7 a vocation that has nothing to do with money where I can 

8 help people in a physical and tangible way. My wages are 

9 certainly less than I was earning before, but I am in a 

10 position, if allowed by this Court, to continue working my 

11 three jobs and to pay my victims back. 

12 I know that my victims lost not only their money 

13 and potential interest but they suffered a deep and 

14 disturbing breach of trust. To read their victim impact 

15 statements and realize how my actions affected their lives 

16 and their sense of security fills me with a deep sense of 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

shame and regret. I am not sure how or whether I can ever 

make amends for all that my actions have caused, but I know 

I can and will dedicate my life to making sure I repay what 

I took. 

Now that my depression is being managed, I have 

begun to slowly address my childhood. It is one of the 

'hardest things I've had to do in my life. I am requesting 

this Court to allow me to work towards paying my victims 

back but to also allow me to continue addressing my painful 
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4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

past, something that has taken me 46 years to be brave 

enough to face. 

I would like the opportunity to volunteer as the 

CASA I was trained for, to be the voice and an advocate for 

abused children. I would appreciate the opportunity to 

demonstrate to my victims and to my children that I take 

full responsibility for my actions and allow me to try my 

best to repay the victims back. 

There's so much more I wanted to say, but even the 

people who spoke today never mentioned a jail sentence. 

They just want me to know what I have done to them and to 

pay the money back, and I would like to do both. 

THE COURT: Thank you. 

Anything further? 

MS. LITTRELL: No, Your Honor. 

MS. ADAMS: No, Your Honor. Thank you. 

THE COURT: All right. There is so much going on 

in this case, I could talk for hours probably, and I'm not 

43 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 sure my words are going to make that much difference. First 

20 of all, let me thank everyone for traveling here, sharing 

21 their viewpoints with the Court, and for the submissions I 

22 

23 

have. I have read them all. 

I don't know what to say other than, this is 

24 just -- this would make a bad movie. The only thing that's 

25 missing is the final scene, which I am sure was coming when 
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1 the defendant just kept going and going and going and didn't 

2 get caught, and then she decided, I'll make the big scrape. 

3 I'll go get what principal I can get from all these 

4 investors' accounts. And it would end on some beach more 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

exotic than the Oregon beach house where, hopefully, the 

barriers of time and oceans and ·such would maybe insulate 

her. That's what the movie would look like if it was 

allowed to carry out. I see this as just a runaway train. 

It was never going to stop. 

10 I appreciate the comments of the defendant. The 

11 victims can take that for what it's worth. 

12 I find it interesting, however, that the why is 

13 your problem. It's always been your problem. And other 

14 than the fact that your victims are hardworking and 

15 trusting people, to put it bluntly, nobody else cares. Once 

16 you got to be an adult, it was your responsibility in 

17 adulthood to get the help you needed, as is true of all of 

18 us, and you needed to get that help before you got your 

19 license which allowed you to carry out and do what you did 

20 here. 

21 I wouldn't expect you to ever disclose your 

22 background to your clients. If you did so, you wouldn't 

23 have any clients. It's the fact that you secreted all of 

24 this and didn't get the help you needed when you needed it 

25 that is at least part of the why. I don't pretend to know 
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1 the rest of the why. 

2 I certainly do nod to what sounds like an 

3 absolutely terrible childhood, but I had the same concerns 

4 as Ms. Littrell when I thought, well, let me think for a 

5 moment. How does that really translate to what happened in 

6 this case? And I felt the same way; that it would translate 

7 and does translate every day into drug cases and abuse cases 

8 but I really don't see where it translates very directly 

9 into the kind of behavior that happened here. 

10 And as Ms. Littrell said, your childhood doesn't 

11 give you the right to do what you did, and I could not agree 

12 more with that simple statement. That was probably the way 

13 to think about it that I was looking at, and it was more 

14 simpler -- or more simple than I was probably searching for. 

15 Again, you know what it's like to be a victim, the 

16 loneliness, the lack of trust. You heard that this morning. 

17 I've got many letters talking about that. By the way, I 

18 have a lot of letters talking about prison. 

19 But you had some escape at some point. You grew 

20 up. You managed to salvage yourself from the situation. 

21 And, frankly, what I hear -- or what I see in the comments 

22 and what I heard you say today is all about shame, and the 

23 problem with shame is, that's still all about you. That's 

24 not empathy for your victims. That's, I feel embarrassed. 

25 Jeez, I got caught. Look how bad I am. I lost my license, 



and I got caught in the middle of this. 

as empathy for the victims. 

It's not the same 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

You took responsibility because you didn't have any 

alternative. You're not working and handling money because 

no one wants to let you do that anymore. So these are not 

6 necessarily choices you made. They're things that happened 

7 as a result of finally getting caught. 

8 I have a number of -- well, first of all, I have to 

9 think, if I was one of the victims in this case, at least 

10 from a financial standpoint -- and in some ways, perhaps, we 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

are all victims because everybody has lost a little more 

trust in the financial and financial planning sort of 

community that's supposed to be helping us and, at a 

minimum, as the LPL Web site talks prevalently about, trust 

and ethics. Boy, isn't that exactly what a financial 

institution wants to tell us. Trust us. We have great 

17 ethics. That's what's missing here. 

18 I have to think, though, that probably the most 

19 grinding thing is the in-your-face Facebook postings. 

20 They -- you know, you have that vehicle available to you 

21 that people didn't have years ago, and you decided to use it 

22 in full force. 

23 And I think you carefully chose which accounts to 

24 tap into. You decided on the ones that would not be 

25 noticed, and I imagine I can't imagine how full this 
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5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

courtroom would be -- probably the courthouse would be 

full if we brought all the victims in. I mean, not 

just even people who are not even alive yet. There's 

family wealth and inheritance that you -- inheritances that 

you've affected, not to mention lifestyles and downright 

needs of some people. 

In some ways, the homeowners association loss, 

while not necessarily the greatest financial loss, is a 

really good picture of how this is sort of a butterfly 

effect. In fact, this is not a butterfly effect. This is 

more like a -- I don't know a pterodactyl kind of effect 

47 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

in terms of size and impact on people and how these finances 

will probably never be recovered one way or another. 

In some ways -- there was a comment about, in some 

ways, this is -- this was a legitimate business. I'm not 

sure I followed that. But in some ways, this is worse 

because it was a legitimate business. The Web site is out 

there, the number of dollars. Come join on this safe and 

ethical train and we'll take care of your money. That 

20 assured that you had many victims; in fact, many victims 

21 from which to choose. 

22 I saw a great number of letters on your behalf, 

23 many of them your other clients that didn't sustain a 

24 financial loss, and the theme through each one of those is 

25 that -- kind of like we hear about the people that engage in 
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19 
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mass shootings. You know, we never suspected. Of course, 

those people never suspected because you never took anything 

from those folks. It's the people you took something from 

that are the ones who are the most hurt. I'm suspecting 

that even those other people, if you still had your license, 

would have moved their money in an instant and probably' have 

moved their money from LPL. 

You had a lot of chances to stop, and that goes to 

the statutory and case-law situation here. This was, in the 

opinion of the Court, based on more than one distinct act, 

and they are temporally separated by a period of some 10 to 

14 years depending on how we start counting here. And so in 

the opinion of the Court, consecutive sentences are 

appropriate in this case. It is not identical evidence. In 

fact, every time you wrote a check to steal from the victim 

was a purposeful and deliberate act on your part. 

I have many jobs as a judge vis-a-vis sentencing. 

It is the rare case where punitive sentencing is intended to 

meet as many of those goals as I have legislatively imposed 

on me, but one of the goals that is imposed upon me and is 

very important in this case is whether a prison sentence 

22 serves as an effective deterrent to others. 

23 Again, given the nature of the business, the trust 

24 we all need to have in these institutions like LPL and, in 

25 turn, the financial advisers that work there, there is a 
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1 significant impact from all of these cases that went before 

2 no matter how you view these in terms of fair or 

3 proportionate sentences, but that seems to be the greatest 

4 impact a sentence in this case can have, is perhaps as a 

5 deterrent to others. 

6 So we are beyond you, and we are off into trying to 

7 instill some faith. And you heard every victim talk about 

8 trust today and betrayal. And while that's going to be a 

9 long and maybe an unsuccessful road for the direct victims 

10 in this case, hopefully, the rest of society can gain some 

11 modicum of faith that getting caught in this kind of 

12 situation is g~ing to have consequences. 

13 All things considered, the Court does feel that a 

14 sentence to the Department of Corrections is an appropriate 

15 sentence in this case. 

16 As to Count 26 for securities fraud, it's the 

17 sentence, judgment, and order of the Court that you be 

18 sentenced to the Department of Corrections for a period of 

19 10 years. 

20 On Count 27 for theft, the Court imposes a sentence 

21 of 10 years to the Department of Corrections consecutive to 

22 that sentence on Count 26. 

23 As to Count 20, the Court does impose a 20-year ECU 

24 probation sentence concurrent with the sentence in Count 27. 

25 So after 26 is -- the sentence on 26 is served, you will, 
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1 essentially, be remaining in the Department of Corrections, 

2 and the ECU probation sentence will commence. 

3 As to restitution, the Court has an order in front 

4 of it. I don't hear any serious objection to this nor could 

5 I imagine one. Therefore, the Court is going to grant the 

6 restitution order in the amount of $1,840,000 $837 -- I'm 

7 sorry -- $1,840,837.46. 

8 The defendant may spend less time incarcerated than 

9 the term announced here today. The actual time served will 

10 be influenced by a number of different factors, including, 

11 but not limited to, previous criminal activities, 

12 eligibility for earned time for good behavior, correctional 

13 education program earned time, credit for time served, or 

14 Community Corrections eligibility, and there may be some 

15 amount of time previously served. I don't know what that 

16 is. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Does 

MS. 

THE 

MS. 

THE 

anyone 

ADAMS: 

COURT: 

ADAMS: 

COURT: 

know what that is? 

Seventeen days, Judge. 

I'm sorry? 

Seventeen days. 

All right. The Court will afford 

22 17 days of credit against the sentence for time served. 

23 Anything further concerning sentencing? 

24 MS. LITTRELL: The only thing, Your Honor, would be 

25 the Pre-Trial Services fee that they had asked the Court to 
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1 order. 

2 THE COURT: That was 700-and-some dollars? 

3 MS. LITTRELL: $704, I believe, Your Honor. 

4 THE COURT: The Court will add the $704 to the 

5 restituti9n amount. Well, it's not restitution but as a 

6 cost order. 

7 We need someone to remand the defendant into 

8 custody. 

9 (Pause in the proceedings.) 

10 THE COURT: All right. Again, thank you, everyone. 

11 (The proceedings were concluded at 12:06 p.m. on 

12 Friday, September 21, 2018.) 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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