
 
        February 21, 2024 
  
James W. Hunt, III  
Eversource Energy 
 
Re: Eversource Energy (the “Company”) 

Incoming letter dated December 29, 2023 
 

Dear James W. Hunt, III: 
 

This letter is in response to your correspondence concerning the shareholder 
proposal (the “Proposal”) submitted to the Company by John Chevedden (the 
“Proponent”) for inclusion in the Company’s proxy materials for its upcoming annual 
meeting of security holders. 
 

We are unable to concur in your view that the Company may exclude the Proposal 
under Rule 14a-8(b)(1)(i) and Rule 14a-8(f). We note that the Company did not provide 
adequate detail about what the Proponent was required to do to comply with Rule 14a-
8(b)(1)(i). See Rule 14a-8(f) and Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14B (Sept. 15, 2004).   
 

Copies of all of the correspondence on which this response is based will be made 
available on our website at https://www.sec.gov/corpfin/2023-2024-shareholder-
proposals-no-action. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
        Rule 14a-8 Review Team 
 
 
cc:  John Chevedden 
 

https://www.sec.gov/corpfin/2023-2024-shareholder-proposals-no-action
https://www.sec.gov/corpfin/2023-2024-shareholder-proposals-no-action


  

  
1 Personally identifiable information has been redacted from correspondence. 

 
 
December 29, 2023 
 
Submitted online at www.sec.gov/forms/shareholder-proposal  
Office of Chief Counsel  
Division of Corporation Finance 
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission  
100 F Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20549 
 

Re: Omission of Shareholder Proposal Submitted by John Chevedden 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(j)(1) promulgated under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as 
amended (the “Exchange Act”), Eversource Energy (the “Company”) requests confirmation that 
the staff of the Division of Corporation Finance (the “Staff’) of the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission (the “SEC”) will not recommend any enforcement action if the Company omits 
from its proxy solicitation materials (“Proxy Materials”) for its 2024 Annual Meeting of 
Shareholders (the “2024 Annual Meeting”) a proposal (the “Proposal”) submitted to the 
Company by John Chevedden (the “Proponent”). 
 
This letter provides an explanation of why the Company believes that it may exclude the 
Proposal and includes as exhibits the correspondence1 between the Company and the Proponent 
in accordance with Staff guidance. In accordance with the SEC’s Announcement, dated 
November 7, 2023, available online at https://www.sec.gov/corpfin/ 
announcement/announcement-new-intake-system-110723, this letter and its exhibits are being 
submitted using the SEC’s online shareholder proposal form at www.sec.gov/forms/shareholder-
proposal.  A copy of this letter and its exhibits is also being sent on this date to the Proponent in 
accordance with Rule 14a-8(j), informing the Proponent of the Company’s intention to omit the 
Proposal from its Proxy Materials. We also wish to take this opportunity to inform the Proponent 
that if he submits additional correspondence to the Staff with respect to the Proposal, a copy of 
that correspondence should also be furnished to the Company, addressed to the undersigned, 
pursuant to Exchange Act Rule 14a-8(k). This letter is being submitted not less than 80 days 
before the filing of the Company’s definitive proxy statement, which the Company intends to file 
on or around March 22, 2024. 
 

BASIS FOR EXCLUSION OF PROPOSAL 
 
The Company believes that the Proposal may be properly omitted pursuant to Rule 14a-8(f)(l) 
because the Proponent failed to provide the required proof of ownership of the Company’s 
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common shares in response to the Company’s proper request for the information by the 14-day 
deadline required by Rule 14-8(f)(1). 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
On October 13, 2023, the Proponent submitted the Proposal to the Company via electronic mail. 
See Exhibit A. The Proposal failed to include proof of ownership of the requisite amount of the 
Company’s common shares, which are the only securities of the Company entitled to be voted at 
the 2024 Annual Meeting from the “record” holder of the securities. The Proponent’s cover letter 
accompanying the Proposal included the following sentence that acknowledged the requirement 
to provide proof of ownership: “I expect to forward a broker letter soon so if you acknowledge 
this proposal in an email message to [email address omitted intentionally] it may very well save 
you from formally requesting a broker letter from me.”  The Company also examined its share 
records, which did not indicate that the Proponent was a registered owner of the Company’s 
common shares. 
 
Accordingly, on October 17, 2023, the Company sent a message to the Proponent by electronic 
mail confirming receipt of the Proposal and requesting documentation of the Proponent’s share 
ownership in Eversource Energy. See Exhibit B.   
 
Also on October 17, 2023, the Proponent acknowledged his receipt of the Company’s message in 
Exhibit B, writing, “Thank you for the acknowledgement. I will forward the broker letter soon.”  
See Exhibit C.   
 
The Proponent failed to submit evidence of ownership by the required 14-day deadline, which 
was October 31, 2023 (14 days after the Company’s notice to the Proponent on October 17, 
2023).  On November 2, 2023, the Proponent sent a message to the Company by electronic mail 
that included a letter from his broker, Fidelity, also dated November 2, 2023, setting forth the 
Proponent’s ownership of the Company’s common shares.  See Exhibit D.  
 

DISCUSSION 
 
The Company may omit the Proposal pursuant to Rule 14a-8(f) because the Proposal did 
not include the required proof of ownership of the Company’s common shares from the 
“record” holder of the securities and the Proponent then failed to correct this deficiency 
after receiving proper notice from the Company within the 14-day time period set forth in 
Rule 14-8(f)(1). 
 
Under Rule 14a-8(f)(l), a company may exclude a shareholder proposal from its proxy materials 
if a shareholder proponent fails to comply with the eligibility or procedural requirements under 
Rule 14a-8, including failing to provide the beneficial ownership information required under 
Rule 14a-8(b). To exclude the deficient proposal, a company must notify the proponent of the 
eligibility or procedural deficiencies within 14 days of its receipt of the proposal and the 
proponent must have failed to correct such deficiencies within 14 days of receipt of such notice. 
 
As stated above, the Company received the Proposal from the Proponent on October 13, 2023, 
by electronic mail, and satisfied the requirement to provide notice of such procedural 
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deficiencies by sending a message by electronic mail to the Proponent on October 17, 2023, 
which was within 14 days of the Company’s receipt of the Proposal. See Exhibit B. The 
October 17, 2023 message specifically asked the Proponent to “[p]lease provide documentation 
of your share ownership in Eversource Energy.” 
 
The Proponent failed to submit evidence of ownership by the October 31, 2023 deadline.  The 
Proponent sent a message to the Company by electronic mail on November 2, 2023, that 
included a letter from his broker, Fidelity, also dated November 2, 2023, setting forth the 
Proponent’s ownership of the Company’s common shares.  See Exhibit D.  The required proof of 
ownership was not provided until 16 days after the Company’s October 17, 2023 notice. 
 
The Staff consistently has concurred with the exclusion of a proposal when a proponent has 
failed to timely furnish evidence of ownership following a timely notice by a company. See e.g. 
FedEx (avail. June 5, 2019) (concurring with the exclusion of a proposal where proof of 
ownership was not provided until 15 days following receipt of the company’s timely deficiency 
notice); Time Warner Inc. (avail. Mar. 13, 2018) (concurring with the exclusion of a stockholder 
proposal where the proponent supplied proof of ownership 18 days after receiving the company’s 
timely deficiency notice); ITC Holdings Corp. (avail. Feb. 9, 2016) (concurring with the 
exclusion of a shareholder proposal under 14a-8(b)(2)(i) where the proponent failed to supply 
proof of ownership until 35 days after receipt of the company’s timely deficiency notice); 
Prudential Financial, Inc. (avail. Dec. 28, 2015) (concurring with the exclusion of a shareholder 
proposal where the proponent supplied proof of ownership 23 days after receiving the company’s 
timely deficiency notice). 
 
For the reasons stated above, the Company respectfully submits that the Proposal is deficient 
pursuant to Rule 14a-8(f)(l) because the Proposal did not include proof of ownership of the 
Company’s securities from the “record” holder of the securities and the Proponent then failed to 
correct this deficiency in the Proposal within 14 days after receiving proper notice by the 
Company and, therefore, the Proposal may be excluded from the Company’s Proxy Materials. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the foregoing, the Company respectfully requests that the Staff advise that it will not 
recommend any enforcement action if the Company excludes the Proposal from its Proxy 
Materials for the 2024 Annual Meeting. If the Staff does not concur with the Company’s 
positions, we would appreciate an opportunity to confer with the Staff concerning this matter 
prior to the issuance of a response. In such case, or if you have any questions or desire any 
further information, please contact the undersigned at (617) 424-2018. 
 

Very truly yours, 
 

 
James W. Hunt, III 



EXHIBIT A 
  



From: John Chevedden <•••>  
Sent: Friday, October 13, 2023 9:42 AM 
To: Hunt III, James W <•••> 
Subject: Rule 14a‐8 Proposal (ES)  

EVERSOURCE IT NOTICE – EXTERNAL EMAIL SENDER **** Don’t be quick to click! **** 

Do not click on links or attachments if sender is unknown or if the email is unexpected from someone you know, and 
never provide a user ID or password. Report suspicious emails by selecting ‘Report Phish’ or forwarding to 
SPAMFEEDBACK@EVERSOURCE.COM for analysis by our cyber security team.  

Rule 14a-8 Proposal (ES)           

Dear Mr. Hunt,  
Please see the attached rule 14a-8 proposal. 
Please confirm that this is the correct email address for rule 14a-8 
proposals. 
Per SEC SLB 14L, Section F, the Securities and Exchange Commission 
Staff "encourages both companies and shareholder proponents to 
acknowledge receipt of emails when requested."  
I so request.  

The proponent is available for a telephone meeting on the first Monday 
and Tuesday after  
10-days of the proposal submittal date at noon PT.
Please arrange in advance in a separate email message regarding a meeting 
if needed.
John Chevedden









EXHIBIT B 
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From: Hunt III, James W  
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 9:23 AM 
To: John Chevedden < • • • • • • • • • • • > 
Cc: Iacono, Florence J < • • • • • • • • • • • > 
Subject: RE: Rule 14a‐8 Proposal (ES)  

Mr. Chevedden–  

Thank you for your interest in Eversource Energy.  This is to confirm receipt of the proposal that you submitted 
to me and requested be included in the Eversource Energy 2024 Proxy Statement via email on Friday, October 
13, 2023.  Please provide documentation of your share ownership in Eversource Energy.  In the meantime, we 
will review your proposal and respond accordingly.  

Sincerely‐ 

Jim Hunt 

_________________________________________ 
James W. Hunt, Executive Vice President
Corporate Relations & Sustainability / Secretary 
< • • • • • • • • • • • >

p. < • • • • • • • >

From: John Chevedden < • • • • • • • • • • • > 
Sent: Friday, October 13, 2023 9:42 AM 
To: Hunt III, James W < • • • • • • • • • • • >
Subject: Rule 14a‐8 Proposal (ES)  

EVERSOURCE IT NOTICE – EXTERNAL EMAIL SENDER **** Don’t be quick to click! **** 

Do not click on links or attachments if sender is unknown or if the email is unexpected from someone you know, and 
never provide a user ID or password. Report suspicious emails by selecting ‘Report Phish’ or forwarding to 
SPAMFEEDBACK@EVERSOURCE.COM for analysis by our cyber security team.  
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Rule 14a-8 Proposal (ES)           

Dear Mr. Hunt,  
Please see the attached rule 14a-8 proposal. 
Please confirm that this is the correct email address for rule 14a-8 
proposals. 
Per SEC SLB 14L, Section F, the Securities and Exchange Commission 
Staff "encourages both companies and shareholder proponents to 
acknowledge receipt of emails when requested."  
I so request.  

The proponent is available for a telephone meeting on the first Monday 
and Tuesday after  
10-days of the proposal submittal date at noon PT.
Please arrange in advance in a separate email message regarding a meeting
if needed.
John Chevedden



EXHIBIT C 
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From: John Chevedden < • • • • • • • • • • > 
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 7:45 PM 
To: Hunt III, James W < • • • • • • • • • • >
Cc: Iacono, Florence J < • • • • • • • • • • >
Subject: Rule 14a‐8 Proposal (ES)  

EVERSOURCE IT NOTICE – EXTERNAL EMAIL SENDER **** Don’t be quick to click! **** 

Do not click on links or attachments if sender is unknown or if the email is unexpected from someone you know, and 
never provide a user ID or password. Report suspicious emails by selecting ‘Report Phish’ or forwarding to 
SPAMFEEDBACK@EVERSOURCE.COM for analysis by our cyber security team.  

Mr. Hunt,
Thank you for the acknowledgement.
I will forward the broker letter soon.
John Chevedden



EXHIBIT D 
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From: John Chevedden < • • • • • • • • • • >
Sent: Thursday, November 2, 2023 3:04 PM 
To: Hunt III, James W < • • • • • • • • • • >; Iacono, Florence J < • • • • • • • • • • >
Subject: Rule 14a‐8 broker Letter (ES) 

EVERSOURCE IT NOTICE – EXTERNAL EMAIL SENDER **** Don’t be quick to click! **** 

Do not click on links or attachments if sender is unknown or if the email is unexpected from someone you know, and 
never provide a user ID or password. Report suspicious emails by selecting ‘Report Phish’ or forwarding to 
SPAMFEEDBACK@EVERSOURCE.COM for analysis by our cyber security team.  

Rule 14a‐8 broker Letter (ES)









  

 
 
January 5, 2024 
 
Submitted online at www.sec.gov/forms/shareholder-proposal  
 
Office of Chief Counsel  
Division of Corporation Finance 
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission  
100 F Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20549 
 

Re: Omission of Shareholder Proposal Submitted by John Chevedden 
 Reference Number 472771 

 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
On December 29, 2023, Eversource Energy (the “Company”) submitted a letter (the “No-Action 
Request”) to the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”) requesting confirmation 
that the staff of the Division of Corporation Finance of the SEC (the “Staff”) will not recommend 
any enforcement action if the Company omits from its proxy solicitation materials (“Proxy 
Materials”) for its 2024 Annual Meeting of Shareholders a proposal (the “Proposal”) submitted 
to the Company by John Chevedden (the “Proponent”).  As described in the No-Action Request, 
the Company believes that the Proposal may be properly omitted pursuant to Rule 14a-8(f)(l) 
because the Proponent failed to provide the required proof of ownership of the Company’s 
common shares in response to the Company’s proper request for such information by the 14-day 
deadline required by Rule 14-8(f)(1).   
 
Also on December 29, 2023, the Proponent submitted a letter to the Staff in response to the 
Company’s No-Action Request noting that the Company failed to provide a deadline in its 
request for a broker letter. 
 
Rule 14a-8(f), structured as “Question 6” in the question-and-answer format of Rule 14a-8, 
contains instructions for a shareholder that fails to follow one of the eligibility or procedural 
requirements explained in answers to Questions 1 through 4 of the rule.  The answer to 
Question 6 includes a sentence in subsection (1) that states, “Your response must be postmarked, 
or transmitted electronically, no later than 14 days from the date you received the company's 
notification.”  The requirement is clear and unambiguous, and independent of any other 
requirement in that subsection. 
 
The Company received the Proposal from the Proponent on October 13, 2023, by electronic 
mail.  The Proposal was deficient because it did not include the required proof of Proponent’s 
ownership of the Company’s common shares. The Company provided notice of this deficiency to 
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the Proponent by electronic mail on October 17, 2023.  The Proponent acknowledged his receipt 
of the Company’s email message on that same date. 
 
Applying the requirement in Rule 14a-8(f)(1), the date that is 14 days from the date of the 
Proponent’s receipt of the Company’s October 17, 2023 message is October 31, 2023.   
 
The Proponent failed to submit evidence of ownership by October 31, 2023.  On November 2, 
2023, the Proponent sent a message to the Company by electronic mail that included a letter 
from his broker, Fidelity, also dated November 2, 2023, setting forth the Proponent’s ownership 
of the Company’s common shares.  The required proof of ownership was not provided until 16 
days after the Proponent’s receipt of the Company’s October 17, 2023 notice. 
 
Based upon the foregoing analysis and the reasons set forth in the No-Action Request, the 
Company respectfully requests that the Staff advise that it will take no action if the Company 
excludes the Proposal from the Company’s Proxy Materials. If the Staff does not concur with the 
Company’s positions, we would appreciate an opportunity to confer with the Staff concerning 
this matter prior to the issuance of a response. If you have any questions or desire any further 
information, please contact the undersigned at (617) 424-2018. 
 

Very truly yours, 
 

 
James W. Hunt, III 








