FORM ADV PART 2A
BROCHURE

N1 BERTY

ASS5ET MANAGEMENT

Liberty Asset Management, Inc.

6725 Kingery Highway
Willowbrook, Illinois
60527-5142
Telephone: (630) 789-9653
Website:
www.libertyassetmgt.com

This brochure provides information about the qualifications and business practices of
Liberty Asset Management, Inc. If you have any questions about the contents of this
brochure, please contact James Mosteller at (630) 789-9653 and at jim@libertyassetmgt.com.
The information in this brochure has not been approved or verified by the United States
Securities and Exchange Commission or by any state securities authority.

Additional information about Liberty Asset Management, Inc. is also available on the
SEC’s website at www.adviserinfo.sec.gov. Liberty’s IARD number is 135791.

Liberty Asset Management, Inc. is a Registered Investment Adviser. Registration with the United
States Securities and Exchange Commission or any state securities authority does not imply a certain
level of skill or training.

3/5/2012



http://www.libertyassetmgt.com/
http://www.adviserinfo.sec.gov/

Liberty Asset Management, Inc. IARD/CRD No: 135791
Form ADV Part 2A SEC File No.: 801- 68233
Brochure 3/5/2012

Table of Contents

AdViSOry BUSINESS cevvruuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiimttiiiiiiiiiniieittietniiieeeseeeeeeeeessssssessssseeeeessssnes 1
Fees and Compensation.....iuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiieneeeeeaeeeessssssssaassseeee 3

Performance-Based Fees and Side-By-Side Management ........ccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenees B

TYPES Of CLHENLS evvrrrrrririeriiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiieiiieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeesessseeees 6
Methods of Analysis, Investment Strategies and Risk of Loss.........c.ccceeeeeeeeeennee. 7
Disciplinary Information........ccceeiiieeiriimiiiiniiiiiiiiiiieeiniiiieeeeeeenneesse. 8
Other Financial Industry Activities and Affiliations........cceeeeevvnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnes 9

Code of Ethics, Participation or Interest in Client Transactions and Personal

TrAING . uuueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirer e 10
Brokerage PractiCes ...cciiieeerirruuueniiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiineeeeennniinsesesseeeeeesnsssssseees 12
Review Of ACCOUNTS ....ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieteitiiiiiieeeeeeeeeresssssssssseeeeessssssssses 14

{08 1] 0 T ) 16
INVEStMENT DISCLEtION . . turuieieierreeeieiereeerereeecsseseesecssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssscesl?

Voting Client SECULItIES ....ciiiiiiiriiiiriiniiiiiiiiiiiieeeiiiiiitiieeeeeeeenessssseseeeeeens 18

Financial INfOrmMation ce.eeeeeeeeeieieieieiiererereresesesssessscscssssssssesssssesssessssssssssssssssssssesld




Advisory Business

Liberty Asset Management, Inc. (“Liberty” or the “Adviser”) offers portfolio investment
advice and ongoing supervisory services to clients. James Mosteller is the principal owner
of Liberty. Liberty has been in existence since May of 2005.

Liberty provides investment supervisory services to clients on a discretionary and non-
discretionary basis. Itis the intent of Liberty to involve the client in the planning,
implementing and execution of their financial goals and objectives. Liberty clients include
individuals, pension and profit sharing plans, and corporate and trust accounts. The
accounts are managed based on the stated objective of the account holder (i.e., capital
appreciation, income, growth, capital preservation).

Liberty provides advice by developing a financial blueprint to meet the needs, goals and
objectives of each individual account holder. Liberty accomplishes this primarily by the
use of in person meetings, a review of their financial and legal documents and the
development of an investment policy statement. In this way Liberty determines if there
are any client restrictions regarding particular securities or types of securities, and if so, a
procedure to ensure they are adhered to.

The following services are included in the investment advisory services provided by
Liberty:

e [Establishing acceptable investment allocations based on the risk tolerance of the
account holder;

e Monitoring and adjusting investment allocations as and when necessary;

e Evaluating and reporting to clients on the performance of their investment account.

The amount of detail and the depth of analysis done for each client will vary depending
upon the needs and desires of each account holder. Some of the areas that can be
addressed in the planning process are:

e Tax and Cash Flow Management: Examination of budget needs and benefits of tax
planning.

e Estate Planning: Examination of current estate tax liability and projection of future
taxes due upon death. Analysis of the remedies available to provide the estate with
the means of satisfying any estate taxes due without any undue hardship.

e Retirement: Analysis of current retirement plan(s), design and implementation of a
plan necessary to achieve the desired retirement lifestyle.




e Investments: Liberty focuses on providing the client with educational material and
meetings designed to fully explain the different investment vehicles available and the
benefits and drawbacks of each. This educational process will be ongoing
throughout the Adviser/client relationship.

Liberty may also work with a client on a more limited basis where Liberty is focused on a
specific area of concern for the client such as retirement or education planning. In this
instance Liberty may evaluate a client’s current 401 (k) plan or existing investment portfolio
with the intention of giving the client an opinion of the overall structure of the account(s)
in question. Additional services may include discussions on how a particular benefit plan
works, mortgage options and basic family budgeting.

Generally, Liberty will only provide investment advice on open-end mutual funds and
exchange-traded funds.

A client may terminate the advisory relationship with a written notice delivered to:

Liberty Asset Management, Inc.
6725 Kingery Highway
Willowbrook, Illinois 60527
Attn: Compliance Officer

Any such notice shall include the account number(s), name and address of the client, and
must be signed by all registered account holders. Clients will only be charged through the
date of termination, as evidenced by the date such request is received at the office listed
above and fees will be prorated accordingly.

Note that clients may, by law, terminate the advisory agreement within five working days
of signing the agreement without loss of any fees paid in advance.

Assets Under Management
As of December 31, 2011, Liberty $33,193,096 under management in 201 accounts on a

discretionary basis, and $22,060,595 under management in 108 accounts on a non-
discretionary basis.




Fees and Compensation

Advisory Fees

Liberty charges an annual fee for its investment advisory services. All fees are agreed upon
prior to entering into a management contract and are detailed within the contract itself.
The basic fee schedule is outlined below, however this schedule is negotiable depending on
the complexity of the client’s plan and the investment style utilized.

Assets Under Management Annual Fee
1- $200,000 1.50%
$200,001 - $500,000 1.35%
$500,001- $1,000,000 1.00%
$1,000,001- $2,000,000 .90%
$2,000,001- $5,000,000 .70%
$5,000,001 and above .50%

The fee is calculated based on the value of the client’s account at the end of the current
quarter, as determined by the client’s custodian statement. The fees are billed quarterly in
arrears. Generally, fees will be debited from a client’s account to pay the management
fees. A client will be asked to allow the custodian to pay the advisory fees directly to
Liberty from the client’s account with the custodian. Clients should note that the
custodian is not responsible for checking the calculation of the fee assessed; it remains the
client’s responsibility to check the amount charged as shown on the statement sent to the
client by the qualified custodian.

Clients may opt to be billed by the Adviser, instead of having the custodial account billed
Clients’ fees will be prorated should they open their accounts mid quarter, or terminate
their relationship and close accounts in the quarter. Fees are not charged on the basis of a
share in any capital gains or upon capital appreciation of the clients’ account(s), but
fluctuate with the quarterly account value.

At Liberty, we believe all clients should have the opportunity to utilize our services,
therefore no account minimum has been established at the firm level.

Transaction Costs

Clients will pay custodial fees and transaction costs for the purchase and sale of securities
in their accounts. A more complete description of Liberty’s brokerage practices may be
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found in Item 12, page 12.

In addition, purchasers of mutual fund shares pay management fees to the investment
advisers of the mutual funds and certain funds have other types of fees or charges,
including 12b-1 fees, administrative fees, or shareholder servicing fees, which may be
deducted from the net asset value of the mutual funds that may be held in a client’s
portfolio. These types of fees are routinely borne by all mutual fund shareholders as an
indirect expense to their account and are in addition to the management fees charged by
All fees paid to Liberty for investment advisory services are separate and distinct from the
management fees and expenses charged by any mutual funds utilized in the
implementation of the clients’ financial plan.

All mutual fund fees and expenses are detailed in the funds’ prospectuses and should be
carefully reviewed by the client so that they fully understand the total fees and expenses
involved in their financial plan. Neither Liberty nor any of its advisory representatives
receive any compensation from the purchase or sale of mutual funds.

Please note that clients may, by law, terminate the advisory agreement within five working
days of signing the agreement without loss of any fees paid in advance.




Performance-Based Fees and Side-By-Side Management

Liberty does not charge performance-based fees.




Types of Clients

Liberty provides investment advice to individuals, pension and profit sharing plans,

corporations or other business entities, and trusts, estates or charitable organizations.




Methods of Analysis, Investment Strategies and Risk of Loss

Liberty uses fundamental and technical methods of analysis to formulate investment
advice based on various sources of information, including financial newspapers and
magazines, research materials not prepared by Liberty, and corporate ratings services, as
well as the various filings companies make with the Securities and Exchange Commission,
including annual reports, prospectuses and other filings.

Liberty utilizes different methods of analyzing and researching appropriate investment
strategies depending on the focus of the client and the area of emphasis of the individual
advisor. One of the focuses of Liberty as a company, however, is the theory of Modern
Portfolio Management. This Nobel Prize winning theory is based on the belief that proper
diversification and risk management will provide the client with a more stable and
consistent return over time. Furthermore, it has been statistically proven that a properly
diversified portfolio consisting of an appropriate weighting in different asset classes will
outperform any single asset class over time. The practice of Modern Portfolio Theory
does not employ market timing or stock selection methods of investing but rather a long
term buy and hold strategy with periodic rebalancing of the account to maintain desired
risk levels.

Clients of Liberty face two principal risks: first, general investment risk wherein the
financial markets in general deteriorate, and secondly, strategy risk, the risk of the failure of
the Adviser’s investment strategy. Regardless of the type of investment strategy used,
investing in securities involves risk of loss of part of or the entire principal invested, and
which clients should be prepared to bear.

All investment programs have certain risks that are borne by the investor. Our investment
approach constantly keeps the risk of loss in mind. Investors face the following
investment risks:

e Interest-rate Risk: Fluctuations in interest rates may cause investment prices to
fluctuate. For example, when interest rates rise, yields on existing bonds become
less attractive, causing their market values to decline.

e Market Risk: The price of a security, bond, or mutual fund may drop in reaction to
tangible and intangible events and conditions. This type of risk is caused by
external factors independent of a security’s particular underlying circumstances. For
example, political, economic and social conditions may trigger market events.




e Inflation Risk: When any type of inflation is present, a dollar today will not buy as
much as a dollar next year, because purchasing power is eroding at the rate of
inflation.

e Currency Risk: Overseas_investments are subject to fluctuations in the value of the
dollar against the currency of the investment’s originating country. This is also
referred to as exchange rate risk.

e Reinvestment Risk: This is the risk that future proceeds from investments may have
to be reinvested at a potentially lower rate of return (i.e. interest rate). This
primarily relates to fixed income securities.

e Business Risk: These risks are associated with a particular industry or a particular
company within an industry. For example, oil-drilling companies depend on finding
oil and then refining it, a lengthy process, before they can generate a profit. They
carry a higher risk of profitability than an electric company, which generates its
income from a steady stream of customers who buy electricity no matter what the
economic environment is like.

e Liquidity Risk: Liquidity is the ability to readily convert an investment into cash.
Generally, assets are more liquid if many traders are interested in a standardized
product. For example, Treasury Bills are highly liquid, while real estate properties
are not.

e Financial Risk: Excessive borrowing to finance a business’ operations increases the
risk of profitability, because the company must meet the terms of its obligations in
good times and bad. During periods of financial stress, the inability to meet loan
obligations may tresult in bankruptcy and/or a declining market value.

Different types of investments involve varying degrees of risk, and it should not be
assumed that future performance of any specific investment or investment strategy
(including the investments and/or investment strategies recommended or undertaken by
Liberty) will be profitable_ or equal any specific performance level(s).




Disciplinary Information

Neither Liberty nor James Mosteller has any disciplinary information to report.




Other Financial Industry Activities and Affiliations

Mosteller & Holmberg (Law Firm)

Jim Mosteller and Richard K. Holmberg are partners in the law firm of Mosteller &
Holmberg, P.C. Clients who desire to obtain legal services may do so through the
affiliated legal firm, but are not obligated in any way to do so, should they require legal
services. Clients must understand that there is an inherent possibility of a conflict of
interest whenever the person recommending a service will also receive some form of
payment for providing that service, due to the incentive to make the recommendation. An
investment advisor is, by law, a fiduciary, who is to put the interests of his or her client
before the advisor’s own interests.

Secure Equity ( Insurance)

In addition, Jim Mosteller is President of and sole owner of Secure Equity, Inc., an
insurance agency focused primarily on life and annuity sales. Since March 1991, Mr.
Mosteller has been licensed with the State of Illinois to sell insurance products. These may
or may not be securities per se and are not classified as “investments.” Insurance products
can include life/accident/health insurance. .

Advisory clients who do choose to purchase insurance products that Secure Equity, Inc. or
an agent associated with Secure Equity, recommends may do so through his affiliated firm
for the usual and ordinary commissions. No client is obligated in any way to purchase
recommended products or to purchase them through Security Equity, Inc.

Again, clients should understand that a potential conflict of interest always exists in any
situation in which the person making recommendations also will earn a fee or commission
from the sale of the recommended product thereby creating an incentive to make the
recommendation. Liberty monitors for this conflict of interest at the point of sale of the
insurance product. First and foremost, Liberty assures that the insurance product is
suitable for the client and in line with the client’s investment objectives. This is
accomplished by a review of the underlying documentation for the clients and any
investment policy statement prepared. Secondly, Liberty assures that the commission
being charged to the advisory client is fair in light of the industry and other insurance
providers.

Liberty may sponsor or co-sponsor seminars with its affiliated law firm or insurance
services firm to bring prospective clients to educational presentations focusing on estate
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planning and asset management.
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Code of Ethics, Participation or Interest in Client Transactions and Personal
Trading

Liberty has adopted a Code of Ethics (“Code”) pursuant to Section 204A of the Investment
Adviser’s Act of 1940, which is available to current and prospective clients upon request.

The Code establishes rules of conduct for all employees of Liberty and includes rule
regarding, among other things, keeping client information secure, restricting the delivery or
acceptance of gifts by Liberty personnel, preventing the use of material non public
information, and governing personal securities trading activities in the accounts of
employees. It is based upon the principle that Liberty and its employees owe a fiduciary
duty to Liberty’s clients to conduct their affairs, including their personal securities
transactions, in such a manner as to avoid (i) serving their own personal interests before
those of clients, (ii) taking inappropriate advantage of their position in the firm and (iii) any
actual or potential conflicts of interest or any abuse of their position of trust and
responsibility.

It is the express policy of Liberty that no employee or investment advisory representative
may purchase or sell a security prior to a transaction being implemented for an advisory
client. Employees and advisory representatives of Liberty must report all transactions in
securities on an initial, annual and quarterly basis to the compliance department where the
transaction detail is periodically checked for any violations. Any advisory representative or
employee found to be in violation of this policy is subject to termination.

Compliance with the Code involves more than acting with honesty and good faith alone.
It means that Liberty has an affirmative duty of utmost good faith to act solely in the best
interest of its clients. The Code of Ethics may be obtained by calling us at (630) 789-9653 or
by writing us at:

Liberty Asset Management, Inc.
6725 Kingery Highway
Willowbrook, Illinois 60527
Attn: Compliance Officer

Employees and advisory representatives of Liberty are permitted to invest in any mutual
fund(s) recommended to clients’ as there are no conflicts of interest with this type of
transaction. Liberty receives no compensation directly from the fund company nor does
the advisor receive any benefit not available to the client utilizing the advisory services.
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Brokerage Practices

A. General Selection of Broker-Dealer

Liberty primarily uses Fidelity Investment services, Inc. (“Fidelity”) as the custodian for
clients’ assets and as its broker-dealer to effect clients’ transactions. The Adviser has done
an overall evaluation of Fidelity and regularly reviews their order execution policies. The
principals of Liberty are responsible for identitying and approving broker-dealers to use in
executing trades for client accounts. In choosing Fidelity as its predominant custodian, the

principals of the Adviser have considered various factors in selecting a broker, including:

Financial condition;

Acceptable record keeping;

Ability to obtain best price;

Knowledge of market, securities and industries;
Commission structure; and

Reputation and integrity.

In addition, Liberty considers the following factors before recommending a particular
brokerage firm to clients: the products offered, the level of service, and the ability to meet
client needs. In assessing the reasonableness of their commissions, Liberty compares
various brokerage firm rates and advises clients of the best overall firm. Clients are not
obligated to use the above brokerage service. The Adviser is willing to work with the
broker-dealer of the client’s choice, provided that the broker-dealer will allow the
establishment of a business relationship.

B. Soft Dollars

Liberty does not utilize soft dollars in its transactions for clients. However, Liberty may
receive the following benefits from Fidelity through the Fidelity Registered Investment
Advisor Group: participation in the Fidelity Wealth Advisory Referral Network, receipt of
duplicate client confirmations and bundled duplicate statements; access to a trading desk
that exclusively services its Registered Investment Advisor Group participants; access to
block trading which provides the ability to aggregate securities transactions and then
allocate the appropriate shares to client accounts; access to an electronic communication
network for client order entry and account information. In addition, Liberty may receive
research of a general nature from Fidelity, but it does not have any soft dollar
arrangements with its custodian. Moreover, any research received is used for the general

benefit of all liberty clients.
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C. Brokerage for Client Referrals

Liberty does not have any arrangements whereby if places brokerage transactions with a
broker-dealer for the purpose of obtaining client referrals.

D. Directed Brokerage

Liberty does not allow for a client to direct brokerage.

E. Trade Agoregation and Trade Errors

Due to the personalized nature of its securities selections, Liberty does not aggregate client
brokerage transactions. In addition, Liberty corrects all trade errors through its Trade
Error Account at Fidelity. Liberty shall be responsible for any losses in the accounts and
likewise shall receive any gains resulting from the correction of any trade errors.
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Review of Accounts

James Mosteller reviews client account activity reports for accuracy on a weekly basis for
each account. Reports are generated indicating any activity for each account. Accounts
will be reviewed with the client present no less than once every 18 months but are subject
to more frequent reviews as clients may request. During the review process, accounts will
be reviewed for any material changes in the client’s financial condition, goals or income
levels.

The clients’ custodian will send account statements, at least quarterly, detailing the clients’
holdings, transactions in the account, and account balances. In addition, upon client
request, Adviser may prepare a portfolio holdings or performance report for the client. If
Liberty were to send its own statements to its clients, the statements will contain a tagline
urging clients to carefully compare the information provided by Liberty on the reports to
their custodian statements to ensure that all account transactions, holdings and values are
correct and current.
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Client Referrals and Other Compensation

Additional Compensation

The brokerage services noted above provide transactional platforms as an online service to
the Adviser once brokerage agreements are executed. These platforms also provide
research information. Liberty, through its relationship with Dimensional Fund Advisors,
has access to research tools made available by Dimensional Fund Advisors.

Any such research information made available to the advisor will be used for all client
accounts, as applicable.

Client Referrals

Liberty does not directly or indirectly compensate any person for client referrals.
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Custody

Liberty does not have custody of clients’ funds or securities. The custodian of the firm’s
client accounts will be Fidelity through its clearing firm, NFS Financial Services, Inc. By
prior, signed agreement, Liberty will debit its management fees from the client’s account
with the custodian. Clients should note that the custodian is not responsible for checking
the calculation of the fee assessed; it remains the client’s responsibility to check the
amount charged as shown on the statement sent to the client by the qualified custodian.

In addition, the Custodian will send account statements, at least quartetly, to clients which
detail the clients’ holdings, account balances, and transactions in the accounts, including
the payment of Adviset’s fees. If Liberty were to send its own statements to its clients, the
statements will contain a tagline on each statement urging clients to carefully compare the
information provided on the Adviser produced statements with those of their custodian
statements to ensure that all account transactions, holdings and values are correct and
current.
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Investment Discretion

Investment or Brokerage Discretion

Advisory services provided by Liberty will be on either a discretionary or non-discretionary
basis as determined by the client and evidenced via a written and signed Investment
Management Agreement. Non-discretionary client accounts means that a client must
approve in advance any transaction order to be placed by the Adviser on the client’s

behalf.
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Voting Client Securities

As a matter of firm policy, Liberty does not vote client securities on behalf of clients.
Clients are responsible for instructing each custodian of the assets to forward to the client

copies of all proxies and shareholder communications relating to the client’s investment
assets.
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Financial Information

Liberty has not been the subject of a bankruptcy petition at any time during the past ten
years. Liberty has no financial circumstances to report.
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Additional Information/Privacy Policy

(Privacy Policy)

All information given to Liberty Asset Management, Inc. (“Liberty”) and all
recommendations and advice furnished to Liberty to the client will be kept confidential
and will not be disclosed to anyone, except as Liberty may be required to do so by law.

Liberty will collect non-public personal information (NPI) about the client as part of the
engagement. This information will be obtained directly from the client and includes
details such as the client’s date of birth, social security number, financial account numbers
and balances, tax returns, sources and amounts of income, home addresses, telephone
numbers, and other such personal information.

As part of Liberty’s privacy policy, Liberty restricts access to confidential personal
information about the client to those Liberty employees who need to know the
information in order to provide products or services to the client. Liberty maintains
physical, electronic and procedural safeguards to comply with federal standards to guard
the client’s confidential personal information.

Liberty may share the client’s NPI with non-affiliated third parties. These third parties
may be various affiliated or non-affiliated entities who may act as custodian and account
holder for clients of Liberty, or insurance providers. Liberty will share only the
appropriate customer NPI necessary to ensure that Liberty is able to provide the highest
level of service to the client.

Use of nonpublic information of former clients. Liberty will provide NPI about former
clients only if required to do so by law or regulation or to those parties who need such
information in order for the firm to carry out any continuous obligation with respect to
the services covered by the former adviser/client relationship. Should the client prefer,
Liberty will not disclose personal information about the client to non-affiliated third
parties. The client may opt out of these disclosures; that is the client may direct Liberty
not to make those disclosures (other than disclosures required or permitted by law).
Should the client wish to opt out of disclosures to non-affiliated third parties; he/she may

call (630) 789-9653 or e-mail at jim@libertyassetmgt.com.
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