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In the Matter of the Application of 

 

GABRIEL BLOCK  

and 

FIRST STANDARD FINANCIAL COMPANY, LLC 

 

For Review of Action Taken by 

 

FINRA 
 

 

 

ORDER DISMISSING APPLICATION FOR REVIEW 

On March 13, 2018, FINRA denied a membership continuance application filed by First 

Standard Financial Company, LLC (“FSFC”), a FINRA member firm, to continue in 

membership while associating with Gabriel Block despite the fact that Block was subject to a 

statutory disqualification.  FSFC and Block (“Applicants”) filed an application for review of the 

decision with the Commission on April 9, 2018.  On April 10, 2018, the Commission’s Office of 

the Secretary acknowledged receipt of the application for review. 

An Order Scheduling Briefs issued on May 14, 2018, directing Applicants to file a brief 

in support of the application by June 13, 2018.
1
  The order also notified Applicants that, pursuant 

to Rule of Practice 180(c),
2
 “failure to file a brief in support of the application may result in 

dismissal of this review proceeding.”
3
  Applicants did not file an opening brief.  

On June 18, 2018, the Commission received a notice of withdrawal from Applicants’ 

attorney.  FINRA filed a motion the next day, which it also served on Block and FSFC’s chief 

compliance officer, to dismiss the application for review as abandoned.  FINRA observed that 

Applicants had neither filed a brief in support of their application for review by the deadline 

established in the Order Scheduling Briefs nor requested an extension of time to file a brief.  

FINRA also moved to stay the need to file a response brief while its motion to dismiss was 
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pending, and an order was issued on June 27, 2018 extending the time to file a response brief.
4
  

Even after that order was issued, Applicants still did not file an opening brief. 

It appears that Applicants have abandoned their appeal.  The Office of the Secretary 

should have by now received any brief that Applicants intended to timely file.  FINRA’s motion 

to dismiss and the order extending the time to file a response brief also put Applicants on notice 

that their opening brief was not received.  Applicants did not file a brief in response to either the 

motion or the order.  Under the circumstances, it is appropriate to dismiss this appeal.
5
 

Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED that this application for review is dismissed. 

For the Commission, by the Office of the General Counsel, pursuant to delegated 

authority. 

Brent J. Fields 

           Secretary 
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