
 
        February 22, 2022 
  
Roger E. Lautzenhiser 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP 
 
Re: Air Transport Services Group, Inc. (the “Company”) 

Incoming letter dated February 22, 2022 
 
Dear Mr. Lautzenhiser: 
 

This letter is in regard to your correspondence concerning the shareholder 
proposal (the “Proposal”) submitted to the Company by John Chevedden for inclusion in 
the Company’s proxy materials for its upcoming annual meeting of security holders.  
Your letter indicates that the Company will include the Proposal in its proxy materials 
and that the Company therefore withdraws its January 21, 2022 request for a no-action 
letter from the Division.  Because the matter is now moot, we will have no further 
comment.  
 

Copies of all of the correspondence related to this matter will be made available 
on our website at https://www.sec.gov/corpfin/2021-2022-shareholder-proposals-no-
action.  
 
        Sincerely, 
 
        Rule 14a-8 Review Team 
 
 
cc:  John Chevedden 

DIVISION OF 

CORPORATION FINANCE 

UNITED STATES 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON , D.C. 20549 

https://www.sec.gov/corpfin/2021-2022-shareholder-proposals-no-action
https://www.sec.gov/corpfin/2021-2022-shareholder-proposals-no-action


V□ RYS 
Vorys. Sater. Seymour and Pease LLP 
Legal Counsel 

January 21, 2022 

VIA E-MAIL 

U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 
Division of Corporation Finance 
Office of Chief Counsel 
100 F Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20549 

301 East Fourth Street, 8uite :l/;00 
Great American Tower 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

51:t723.4000 I www.vorys.com 

Founded 1909 

Re: Air Transport Services Group, Inc.-2022 Annual Meeting of 
Stockholders -Omission of Shareholder Proposal of Mr. John 
Chevedden 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(j) promulgated under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as 
amended, we are writing on behalf of our client, Air Transport Services Group, Inc., a Delaware 
corporation ("A TSG"), to request that the Staff of the Division of Corporation Finance (the 
"Staff') of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (the "Commission") concur with 
ATSG's view that, for the reasons stated below, it may exclude the shareholder proposal 
submitted by Mr. John Chevedden on December 16, 2021 (the "Proposal") from the proxy 
materials to be distributed by ATSG in connection with its 2022 annual meeting of stockholders 
(the "2022 Proxy Materials"). 

In accordance with Section C of Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14D (November 7, 2008) (the 
"Bulletin"), we are emailing this letter and its attachments to the Staff at 
shareholde111roposals@sec.gov. In accordance with Rule 14a-8(j), we are simultaneously 
sending a copy of this letter and its attachments to Mr. John Chevedden (the "Proponent") as 
notice of ATSG's intent to omit the Proposal from the 2022 Proxy Materials. 

Rule 14a-8(k) and the Bulletin provide that stockholder proponents are required to send 
companies a copy of any correspondence that the proponents elect to send to the Commission or 
the Staff. Accordingly, we are taking this opportunity to remind the Proponent that if the 
Proponent submits correspondence to the Commission or the Staff with respect to the Proposal, a 
copy of that correspondence should concurrently be furnished to ATSG. 
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I. The Proposal 

The Proposal requests that the Board of Directors of A TSG (the "Board") "take the steps 
necessary to amend the appropriate company governing documents to give the owners of a 
combined l 0% of our outstanding common stock the power to call a special shareholder 
meeting." 

The full text of the Proposal, as well as related correspondence with the Proponent, is 
attached to this letter as Exhibit A. 1 

II. Basis for Exclusion 

We hereby respectfully request that the Staff concur with ATSG's view that the Proposal 
may be excluded from the 2022 Proxy Materials pursuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(9). Rule 14a-8(i)(9) 
provides that a company may exclude a stockholder proposal from its proxy materials ''if the 
proposal directly conflicts with one of the company's own proposals to be submitted to 
stockholders at the same meeting." 

At an upcoming meeting in February of this year, the Board will consider approving and 
recommending to the stockholders of A TSG for their consideration at the 2022 Annual Meeting 
of Stockholders, a proposal (the "A TSG Board Proposal") that the stockholders ratify the 
retention of provisions of ATSG 's Restated Certificate of Incorporation (the "Ce1tificate of 
Incorporation") and its Amended and Restated Bylaws (the "Bylaws") that currently give holders 
of 20% of ATSG's Voting Stock the right to require ATSG to call a special meeting of 
stockholders. 2 

Article Fifteenth of the Certificate of Incorporation was amended by the stockholders at 
ATSG's annual meeting of stockholders in 2019 to permit holders of at least 20% of ATSG's 
Voting Stock to require ATSG to call a special meeting of stockholders (the "Amendment").3 

Prior to adoption of the Amendment, Article Fifteenth of the Certificate of Incorporation 
provided that a special meeting of stockholders could be called only by the Board, the Chair of 
the Board or the President. Following adoption by the stockholders of the Amendment, the 
Board amended the Bylaws to establish procedural requirements for stockholders seeking to call 
a special meeting. 

1 Mr. Chevedden originally submitted the Proposal to ATSG on November I, 2021. He submitted a revised version 
of the Proposal on December 16. 2021. The revised version is the subject of this no-action request. 
2 The applicable provisions are contained in Article Fifteenth of the Certificate of[ncorporation and Section 2.3 of 
the Bylaws. A copy of the Certificate of Incorporation is attached hereto as Exhibit Band a copy of the Bylaws is 
attached hereto as Exhibit C. 
3 At the 2019 Annual Meeting of Stockholders of ATSG, the stockholders rejected a proposal by the Proponent to 
give holders of I 0% or more of the outstanding common stock the ability to call a special meeting of stockholders. 
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The Proposal asks the Board to take the steps necessary to amend A TSG 's governing 
documents to lower the existing 20% ownership threshold to I 0%. Once adopted by the Board, 
the ATSG Board Proposal will directly conflict with the Proposal. A vote for either the ATSG 
Board Proposal or the Proposal would be tantamount to a vote against the other proposal. An 
ATSG stockholder could not logically vote for both of the proposals. Sec Staff Legal Bulletin 
No. 14H (October 22, 2015); see also, CF Industries !Io/dings, Inc. (avail. January 30, 2018); 
Capital One Financial Corporation (avail. February 21, 2018); NetApp. Inc. (avail. June 26, 
2018); and The AES Corp (avail. December I 9, 2017). 

We are submitting this no-action request at this time because of the requirement in Rule 
14a-8 that a proposal be submitted no later than 80 calendar days before a company files its 
definitive proxy statement and form of proxy with the Commission. The next scheduled meeting 
of the Board will take place on Febrnary 22, 2022. Once formal action has been taken by the 
Board to adopt the A TSG Board Proposal, A TSG will notify the Staff that this action has been 
taken and provide the full text of the A TSG Board Proposal for which A TSG will he seeking 
stockholder ratification. This approach is consistent with other submissions to the Staff by 
companies seeking to exclude proposals in reliance on Rule 14a-8(i)(9) where the submitting 
company has represented to the Staff that its board of directors is expected to consider a proposal 
that will conflict with a stockholder proposal. See, e.g., Capital One Financial C011Joration 
( avail. February 28, 2018); and Skyirnrks Solutions. Inc. ( avail. March 23, 2018). 

III. Conclusion 

For the reasons set forth above and upon confinnation that the Board has approved the 
ATSG Board Proposal, we respectfully request that the Staff concur that it will take no action if 
ATSG excludes the Proposal from its 2022 Proxy Materials pursuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(9). 

Please let us know if you would like us to provide you with any additional infonnation or 
answer any question that you may have regarding this submission. Please direct any 
communication on this submission to me at (513) 723-4091 (or at Relautzenhis@vorys.com) or 
W. Joseph Payne, ATSG's Chief Legal Officer and Secretary, at (937) 366-2686 (or at 
joe.payne@atsginc.com). 
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Cc: W. Joseph Payne, Chief Legal Officer and Secretary, 
Air Transp01i Services Group, Inc. 
Mr. John Chevedden 



EXHIBIT A 



From: John Chevedden · 
Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2021 9:49 AM 
To: JOE PAYNE 
Subject: Rule 14a-8 Proposal (ATSG)" REVISED 

0FOR 
Dear Mr. Payne, 

Please see the attached rule l 4a-8 proposal to improve corporate governance and 
enhance long-tem1 shareholder value at de minimis up-front cost -- especially 
considering the substantial market capitalization of the company. 

Please confim1 receipt. 

Sincerely, 
John Chevedden 

2 



JOE PAYNE 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Mr. Chevedden: 

JOE PAYNE 
Thursday, December 16, 2021 11 :49 AM 
John Chevedden; Investor.Relations 
RE: Rule 14a-8 Proposal (ATSG)" REVISED 

I'm writing to confirm receipt of your email and attached proposal. 

Joe 

Joe Payne 
Chief Legal Officer & Secretary 
Air Transport Services Group 

145 Hunter Dr. I Wilmington, Oft I 45177 
v 1V1V1.,1h11i1 1c .c.:1,111 

_: A7SG 
AIR JRAN&POAT U RVICU GROUP 

111m CJ @ a 



JOHN CHEVEDDEN 

Mr. W. Joseph Payne 
Chief Legal Officer & Secretary 
Air Transport Services Group, Inc. (A TSG) 
145 Hunter Drive 
Wilmington, Ohio 45177 

Dear Mr. Payne, 

This Rule 14a-8 proposal is respectfully submitted in support of the long-term performance of 
our company. 

This Rule 14a-8 proposal is intended as a low-cost meth9d to improve company performance -
especially compared to the substantial capitaJization of our company. 

This proposal is for the next annual shareholder meeting. 

I intend to continue to bold through the date of the Company's 2022 Annual Meeting of 
Stockholders the requisite amount of Company shares used to satisfy the applicable 
ownership requirement. 

This submitted format, with the shareholder-supplied emphasis, is intended to be used for 
definitive proxy publication. 

Please assign the proper sequential propsal number in each appropriate place. 

l expect to forward a broker letter soon so if you acknowledge this proposal in un email message 
it may very well save you from requesting a broker letter from me. 

Sincerely, 



' ;· 

[ ATSG - Rule 14a-8 Proposal, November 1, 2021, Revised December 16, 2021) 
[This line and any line above it is not for publication.] 

Proposal 4 - Sp~cial Shareholder Meeting Improvement 

Shareholders ask our board to take ~e steps necessary to amend the appropriate company 
governing documents to give the owners of a combined 10% of our outstanding common stock 
the power to call a special shareholder meeting. · 

Although now it theoretically takes·20% of all shares to call for a special shareholder meeting, 
this translates into 27% of the Air Transport Services shares that typically vote at the annual 
meeting. It would be hopeless to thjnk that the shares that do not have time to vote at the annual 
meeting would have time to take the special procedural steps to call for a special shareholder 
meeting. 

It is important to vote for this Special Shareholder Meeting Improvement proposal because we 
have no right to act by written consent. 

Many companies provide for both. a1shareholder right to call a special shareholder meeting and a 
shareholder right to act by written consent. Southwest Airlines and Target are companies that do 
not provide for shareholder written ·consent and yet provide for 10% of shares to call for a special 
shareholder meeting. 

Plus Air Transport Services shareholders gave 36% support to the 2021 shareholders proposal 
calling for a shareholder right to act by written consent. This 36% support likely represented 
more than 40% support from the shares that have access to independent proxy voting advice. 

Plus this level of support was in spite of management misleading shareholders about written 
consent. Management failed to mention that with written consent it would take 67% of the shares 
that vote at the annual meeting to approve an item. It would be hopeless to think that the shares 
that do not have time to vote at the annual meeting would have time to take the special 
prpcedural steps to act by written consent. 

Plus management failed to acknowledge that written consent can be structured so that all 
shareholders receive ample notice. ; 

When reading the management stat~ment next to this 2022 proposal please remember that there 
is a formal process to root out anyiihaccurate shareholder text in a shareholder proposal but there 
is no formal process to root out misleading management text next to a shareholder proposal. 

To help make up for our lack of a right to act by written consent we need the right of 10% of 
shares to call for a special shareholder meeting. 

Please vote yes: 
Special Shareholder Meeting Improvement - Proposal 4 

[The line above•• Is for publication. Please assign the correct proposal number in the 2 places.] 



Notes: 
"Proposal 4" stands in for the final proposal nwnber that management will assign. 

This proposal is believed to conform with Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14B (CF), September 15, 
2004 including (emphasis added): 

Accordingly, going forward, we believe that it would not be appropriate for companies to 
exclude supporting statement language and/or an entire proposal in reliance on rule 
14a-8(I)(3) in the following circumstances: 

• the company objects to factual assertions because they are not supported; 
• the company objects to factual assertions that, while n_ot materially false or misleading, 
may be disputed or countered; · 
• the company objects to factual assertions because those assertions may be 
interpreted by shareholders in a manner that is unfavorable to the company, its 
directors, or its officers; and/or 
• the company objects to statements because they represent the opinion of the 
shareholder proponent or a referenced source, but the statements are not identified 
specifically as such. 

We believe that it is appropriate under rule 14a-8 for companies to address these 
objections in their statements of opposition. 

See also: Sun Microsystems, Inc: (July 21, 2005). 

The stock supporting this proposaj will be held until after the annual meeting and the proposal 
will be rese~ted at the annual meeting. Please acknowledge this proposal promptly by email 

The color version of the below graphic is to be published immediately ofter the bold title line of 
the proposal. . 
Will consider withdrawal of the graphic if management commits to a fair presentation of the 
proposal which includes: 
No management graphic in connection with the rule 14a-8 proposals in the proxy or ballot. 
No proxy or ballot text suggesting that the proposal will be moot due to lack of presentation. 
No ballot electioneering text repeating the negative management recommendation. 
Management will give me the opportunity to correct any typographical errors. 
Management will give me advance notice if it does a special solicitation that mentions this 
proposal. 

. .. ... •~. ,.,,,.,,, ~ .. ., 

. . , ... , .. . ______ , ... ,---.. ·------- ----



JOE PAYNE 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Dear Mr. Payne, 

John Chevedder . 
Monday, November 1, 2021 5:34 PM 
JOE PAYNE; Investor.Relations 
Rule 14a-8 Proposal (ATSG)" 
01 112021_3.pdf 

Please see the attached rule 14a-8 proposal to improve corporate 
governance and enhance long-term shareholder value at de minimis up
front cost - especially considering the substantial market capitalization of 
the company. 

If you confinn proposal receipt in the next day a broker letter can be 
promptly forwarded that will save you from making a formal request. 

Sincerely, 
John Chevedden 



JOHN CHEVEDDEN 

Mr. W. Joseph Payne 
Chief Legal Officer & Secretary 
Air Transport Services Group, Inc. (ATSG) 
145 Hunter Drive 
Wilmington, Ohio 45177 

Dear Mr. Payne, 

This Rule 14a-8 proposal is respectfully submitted in support of the long-term performance of 
our company. 

This Rule 14a-8 proposal is intended as a !ow-cost method to improve company performance
especially compared to the substantial capitalization of our company. 

This proposal is for the next annual shareholder meeting. 

I intend to continue to hold through the date of the Company's 2022 Annual Meeting of 
Stockholders the requisite amount of Company shares used to satisfy the applicable 
ownership requirement. 

This submitted format, with the shareholder~supplied emphasis, is intended to be used fbr 
definitive proxy publication. 

Please assign the proper sequential propsal number in each appropriate place. 

I expect to forward a broker letter soon so if you acknowledge this proposal in an email mess,1gc 
it may very well save you from requesting a broker letter from me. 

Sincerely, 



[ATSG- Rule 14a-8 Proposal, November 1, 2021] 
[This line and any line above it is not for publication.] 

Proposal 4 -Special Shareholder Meeting Improvement 

Shareholders ask our board to take the steps necessary to amend the appropriate company 
governing documents to give the owners of a combined 10% of our-outstanding common stock 
the power to call a special shareholder meeting. 

Although now it theoretically takes 20% of all shares to call for a special shareholc.ler meeting, 
this translates into 27% of the Air Transport Services shares that typically vote at the annual 
meeting. It would be hopeless to think that the shares that do not have time to vote at the annual 
meeting would have time to take the special procedural steps to call for a special shareholder 
meeting. 

It is important to vote for this Special Shareholder Meeting Improvement proposal because we 
have no right to act by written consent. 

Many companies provide for both a shareholder right to call a special shareholder meeting and a 
shareholder right to act by written consent. Southwest Airlines and Target are companies that do 
not provide for shareholder written consent and yet provide for 10% of shares to call for a ~;pccial 
shareholder meeting. 

Plus Air Transport Services shareholders gave 36% support to the 2021 shareholders proposal 
calling for a shareholder right to act by written consent. This 36% support likely represented 
more than 40% support from the shares that have access to independent proxy voting advice. 

Plus this level of support was in spite of management misleading shareholders about written 
consent. Management failed to mention that with written consent it would take 67% of the shares 
that votes at the annual meeting to approve an item. It would be hopeless to think that lhc shares 
that do not have time to vote at the annual meeting would have time to take the special 
procedural steps to act by written consent. 

Plus management failed to acknowledge that written consent can be structurns so that all 
shareholders receive ample notice. 

When reading the management statement next to this 2022 proposal or the 2021 proposal please 
remember that there is a formal process to root out any misleading shareholder text in a 
shareholder proposal but there is no formal process to root out misleading management text next 
to a shareholder proposal. 

To help make up for our lack of a right to act by written consent we need the right of 10% of 
shares to call for a special shareholder meeting. 

Please vote yes: 
Special Shareholder Meeting Improvement - Proposal 4 

[The line above - ls for publication. Please assign the correct proposal number in the 2 places.] 



Notes: 
"Proposal 4" stands in for the final proposal nwnber that management will assign. 

This proposal is believed to confonn with Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14B (CF), September 15, 
2004 including ( emphasis added): 

Accordingly, going forvvard, we believe that it would not be appropriate for companies to 
exclude supporting statement language and/or an entire proposal in reliance on rule 
14a-8(I)(3} in the following circumstances: 

• the company objects to factual assertions because they are not supported; 
• the company objects to factual assertions that, while not materially false or misleading, 
may be disputed or countered; 
• the company objects to factual assertions because those assertions may be 
interpreted by shareholders in a manner that is unfavorable to the company, its 
directors, or its officers; and/or 
• the company objects to statements because they represent the opinion of the 
shareholder proponent or a referenced source, but the statements are not identified 
specifically as such. 

We believe that it is appropriate under rule 14a~8 for companies to address these 
objections in their statements of opposition. 

See also: Swi Microsystems, Inc .. (July 21, 2005). 

The stock supporting this proposal will be held until after the annual meeting and the proposal 
will be presented at the annual meeting. Please acknowledge this proposal promptly by email 

The color version of the below graphic is to be published icrunediately after the bold title line of 
the proposal. 
Will consider withdrawal of the graphic if management commits to a fair presentation of the 
proposal which includes: 
No management graphic in connection with the rule l 4a-8 proposals in the proxy or ballot 
No proxy or ballot text suggesting that the proposal will be moot due to lack of presentation. 
No baUot electioneering text repeating the negative management recommendation. 
Management will give me the opportunity to correct any typographical errors. 
Management will give me advance notice if it does a special solicitation that mentions this 
proposal. 

.... - ·•· ,. _____ ..... __________ _ ---.. ·--------



EXHIBIT B 



RESTATED CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION 

OF 

AIR TRANSPORT SERVICES GROUP, INC. 

(a Delaware corporation) 

FIRST: The name of the corporation is Air Transport Services Group, Inc. (the "Comoration"). 

SECOND: The address of the registered office of the Corporation in the State of Delaware is 251 Little 
Falls Drive, Wilmington, DE 19808, County of New Castle, and the name of its registered agent at that address 
is Corporation Service Company. 

THIRD: The purpose of the Corporation is to engage in any lawful act or activity for which corporations 
may be organized under the General Corporation Law of the State of Delaware (the ·'General Corporation 
Law"). 

*FOURTH: The total number of shares of all classes of capital stock which the Corporation shall have the 
authority to issue is I 30,000,000 shares, of which 110,000,000 shares shall be Common Stock, par value S0.01 
per share ("Common Stock"), and 20,000,000 shares shall be Preferred Stock, par value SO.O I per share 
("PrefeITed Stock"), of which 75,000 shares shall be Series A Junior Participating Preferred Stock, par value 
SO.OJ per share ("Series A Junior PrefetTed Stock"). 

(A) Common Stock. 

(l) Voting Rights. Subject to Article Fifth below, the holders of Common Stock shall, on all 
matters submitted to a vote of the stockholders of the Corporation, be entitled to one vote per share. 

(2) Dividends. Subject to any other provisions of this Certificate of Incorporation and the terms of 
any series of PrefetTed Stock that may from time to time come into existence, holders of Common Stock shall be 
entitled to receive, when and if declared by the Board of Directors, such dividends as may be declared thereon 
by the Board of Directors from time to time out of assets or funds of the Corporation legally available therefor. 

(3) Liguidation. Subject to Article Fifth below, all shares of Common Stock shall be entitled to any 
assets of the Corporation available for distribution to stockholders after payment in full of any preferential 
amount to which holders of Prefened Stock may be entitled. 

(4) Legend. Each certificate representing shares of Common Stock shall bear the following legend: 

'The shares of Common Stock represented hereby are subject to foreign stock ownership 
restrictions as set fo11h in the Corporation's Ce11ificate of Incorporation." 

-1-
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(B) Preferred Stock. 

The shares of Preferred Stock may be issued from time to time in one or more series. The Board of 
Directors is hereby expressly authorized to fix and determine by resolution or resolutions the number of shares 
of each series of Preferred Stock and the designation thereof, and voting and other powers, preferences and 
relative, participating, optional or other special rights, if any, with such qualifications, limitations or restrictions 
on such powers, preferences and rights, if any, as shall be stated in the resolution or resolutions providing for the 
issue of such series of Prefened Stock as may be adopted from time to time by the Board of Directors prior to 
the issuance of any shares thereof, in accordance with the General Corporation Law, and to the full extent 
pennitted thereby; including, without limitation, any dividend rights, dividend rates, conversion rights and 
tenm, voting rights, redemption rights and terms (including any sinking fund provisions), redemption price(s) 
and tenns, and rights in the event of liquidation, dissolution or distribution of assets. Subject to any limitations 
or restrictions stated in any resolution or resolutions of the Board of Directors originally fixing the number of 
shares constituting any series, the Board of Directors may by resolution or resolutions likewise adopted increase 
or decrease (but not below the number of shares of such series then outstanding) the number of any such series 
subsequent to the issuance of shares of that series, and in case the number of shares of any series shall be so 
decreased, the shares constituting such decrease shall resume the status which they had prior to the adoption of 
the resolution originally fixing the number of shares of such series. 

(C) Designation of Series A Junior Prefen-ed Stock. 

( 1) Designation and Amount. The Series A Junior Preferred Stock shall have a par value $0.0 I per 
share, and the number of shares constituting such series shall be 75,000. 

(2) Proportional Adjustment. In the event that the Corporation shall at any time after the issuance 
of any share or shares of Series A Junior PrefeITed Stock (i) declare any dividend on Common Stock payable in 
shares of Common Stock, (ii) subdivide the outstanding Common Stock or (iii) combine the outstanding 
Common Stock into a smaller number of shares, then in each such case the Corporation shall simultaneously 
effect a proportional adjustment to the number of outstanding shares of Series A Junior Prefened Stock. 

(3) Dividends and Distributions. 

( a) Subject to the prior and superior right of the holders of any shares of any series of 
Prefened Stock ranking prior and superior to the shares of Series A Junior Prefened Stock with respect 
to dividends, the holders of shares of Series A Junior PrefeITed Stock shall be entitled to receive when, as 
and if declared by the Board of Directors out of funds legally available therefor, quarterly dividends 
payable in cash on the last day of January, April, July and October in each year (each such date being 
refe1Ted to herein as a "QumierlY. Dividend PaY.ment Date"), commencing on the first Quarterly Dividend 
Payment Date after the first issuance of a share or fraction of a share of Series A Junior Preferred Stock, 
in an amount per share (rounded to the nearest cent) equal to 1,000 times the aggregate per share amount 
of all cash dividends, and l ,000 times the aggregate per share amount (payable in kind) of all non-cash 
dividends or other 

-2-
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distributions other than a dividend payable in shares of Common Stock or a subdivision of the 
outstanding shares of Common Stock (by reclassification or otherwise), declared on the Common Stock 
since the immediately preceding Quaiierly Dividend Payment Date, or, with respect to the first Quarterly 
Dividend Payment Date, since the first issuance of any share or fraction of a share of Series A Junior 
Preferred Stock. 

(b) The Corporation shall declare a dividend or distribution on the Series A Junior 
Preferred Stock as provided in paragraph (a) above immediately after it declares a dividend or 
distribution on the Common Stock ( other than a dividend payable in shares of Common Stock). 

(c) Dividends shall begin to accrne on outstanding shares of Series A Junior Preferred 
Stock from the Quaiterly Dividend Payment Date next preceding the date of issue of such shares of 
Series A Junior Preferred Stock, unless the date of issue of such shares is prior to the record date for the 
first Quaiterly Dividend Payment Date, in which case dividends on such shares shall begin to accrue 
from the date of issue of such shares, or unless the date of issue is a Quarterly Dividend Payment Date or 
is a date after the record date for the detennination of holders of shares of Series A Junior Preferred 
Stock entitled to receive a qua1terly dividend and before such Quarterly Dividend Payment Date, in 
either of which events such dividends shall begin to accrne from such Quarterly Dividend Payment Date. 
Accrned but unpaid dividends shall not bear interest. Dividends paid on the shares of Series A Junior 
Preferred Stock in an amount less than the total amount of such dividends at the time accrued and 
payable on such shares shall be allocated pro rata on a share-by-share basis among all such shares at the 
time outstanding. The Board of Directors may fix a record date for the detennination of holders of shares 
of Series A Junior PrefeJTed Stock entitled to receive payment of a dividend or distribution declared 
thereon, which record date shall be no more than 30 days prior to the date fixed for the payment thereof. 

( 4) Voting Rights. The holders of shares of Series A Junior Preferred Stock shall have the 
following voting rights: 

(a) Each share of Series A Junior PrefeITed Stock shall entitle the holder thereof to 1,000 
votes on all matters submitted to a vote of the stockholders of the Corporation. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided herein or by law, the holders of shares of Series A Junior 
Prefe1Ted Stock and the holders of shares of Common Stock shall vote together as one class on all 
matters submitted to a vote of stockholders of the Corporation. 

( c) Except as required by law, the holders of Series A Junior Prefened Stock shall have no 
special voting rights and their consent shall not be required ( except to the extent that they are entitled to 
vote with holders of Common Stock as set fo1th herein) for taking any corporate action. 

(5) Ce1tain Restrictions. 

-3-
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(a) The Corporation shall not declare any dividend on, make any distribution on, or redeem 
or purchase or otherwise acquire for consideration any shares of Common Stock after the first issuance 
of a share or fraction of a share of Series A Junior PrefeJTed Stock unless concmTently therewith it shall 
declare a dividend on the Series A Junior PrefeITed Stock as required by Section (3) hereof. 

(b) Whenever quarterly dividends or other dividends or distributions payable on the Series 
A Junior Preferred Stock as provided in Section (3) are in aITears, thereafter and until all accrued and 
unpaid dividends and distributions, whether or not declared, on shares of Series A Junior Prefened Stock 
outstanding shall have been paid in full, the Corporation shall not: 

(i) declare or pay dividends on, make any other distributions on, or redeem or 
purchase or otherwise acquire for consideration any shares of stock ranking junior ( either as to 
dividends or upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up) to the Series A Junior Prefen-ed Stock; 

(ii) declare or pay dividends on, or make any other distributions on any shares of 
stock ranking on a parity ( either as to dividends or upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up) 
with the Series A Junior Prefened Stock, except dividends paid ratably on the Series A Junior 
PrefeJTed Stock and all such parity stock on which dividends are payable or in anears in 
proportion to the total amounts to which the holders of all such shares are then entitled; 

(iii) redeem or purchase or otherwise acquire for consideration shares of any stock 
ranking on a parity (either as to dividends or upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up) with the 
Series A Junior PrefetTed Stock, provided that the Corporation may at any time redeem, purchase 
or otherwise acquire shares of any such parity stock in exchange for shares of any stock of the 
Corporation ranking junior ( either as to dividends or upon dissolution, liquidation or winding up) 
to the Series A Junior Prefencd Stock; or 

(iv) purchase or othe1wise acquire for consideration any shares of Series A Junior 
Prefe11·ed Stock, or any shares of stock ranking on a parity with the Series A Junior PrefeJTed 
Stock, except in accordance with a purchase offer made in writing or by publication (as 
detennined by the Board of Directors) to all holders of such shares upon such terms as the Board 
of Directors, after consideration of the respective annual dividend rates and other relative rights 
and preferences of the respective series and classes, shall detennine in good faith will result in 
fair and equitable treatment among the respective series or classes. 

(c) The Corporation shall not permit any subsidiary of the Corporation to purchase or 
otherwise acquire for consideration any shares of stock of the Corporation unless the Corporation could, 
under paragraph ( a) of this Section (5), purchase or otherwise acquire such shares at such time and in 
such manner. 
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(6) Reacguired Shares. Any shares of Series A Junior Prefened Stock purchased or otherwise 
acquired by the Corporation in any manner whatsoever shall be retired and canceled promptly after the 
acquisition thereof. All such shares shall upon their cancellation become authorized but unissued shares of 
Series A Junior Prefened Stock and may be reissued. 

(7) Liguidation. Upon any liquidation, dissolution or winding up of the Corporation, the holders of 
shares of Series A Junior Preferred Stock shall be entitled to receive an aggregate amount per share equal to 
1,000 times the aggregate amount to be distributed per share to holders of shares of Common Stock plus an 
amount equal to any accrued and unpaid dividends on such shares of Series A Junior Prefened Stock. 

(8) Consolidation, Merg~, etc. In case the Corporation shall enter into any consolidation, merger, 
combination or other transaction in which the shares of Common Stock are exchanged for or changed into other 
stock or securities, cash and/or any other property, then in any such case the shares of Series A Junior Preferred 
Stock shall at the same time be similarly exchanged or changed in an amount per share equal to 1,000 times the 
aggregate amount of stock, securities, cash and/or any other property (payable in kind), as the case may be, into 
which or for which each share of Common Stock is changed or exchanged. 

(9) No RedemP.tion. The shares of Series A Junior Preferred Stock shall not be redeemable. 

( I 0) Ranking. The Series A Junior PrefeITed Stock shall rank junior to all other series of the 
Corporation's Preferred Stock as to the payment of dividends and the distribution of assets, unless the terms of 
any such series shall provide otherwise. 

( 11) Amendment. If any shares of Series A Junior Preferred Stock have been issued, this 
Certificate of Incorporation shall not be amended in any manner which would materially alter or change the 
powers, preferences, privileges or relative, participating, optional or other special rights, or the qualifications, 
limitations or restrictions, of the Series A Junior Prefened Stock so as to affect them adversely without the 
affirmative vote of the holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of Series A Junior Preferred Stock, voting 
separately as a series. 

(12) Fractional Shares. Series A Junior Preferred Stock may be issued in fractions of a share 
which shall entitle the holder, in proportion to such holder's fractional shares, to exercise voting rights, receive 
dividends, paiiicipate in distributions and to have the benefit of all other rights of holders of Series A Junior 
Preferred Stock. 

FIFTH: Ownership Restrictions. 

(A) Foreign OwnershiP. Limitation. 

The ownership or control of (I) twenty-five percent (25%) (the "Maximum Voting Percentag~") or more 
of the issued and outstanding Voting Stock ( as defined be low) of the Corporation or (2) shares of capital stock of 
the Corporation entitled to receive fifty percent (50%) (the "Maximum Economic Percentag~") or more of the 
Corporation's dividends, distributions or proceeds upon liquidation, by persons who are not citizens of the 
United States (''U.S. Citizens'') as defined in 49 U.S.C. Section 40 I 02(a)( 15) is prohibited; 12rovided, however, 
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that the Maximum Voting Percentage shall be deemed to be automatically increased or decreased from time to 
time to that percentage of ownership which is then permissible by persons who are not U.S. Citizens under 
applicable Foreign Ownership Restrictions; P-rovided, further, that the Board of Directors, by a majority vote of 
the Independent Directors, may increase or decrease the Maximum Economic Percentage if the Board of 
Directors in good faith, and upon advice of independent counsel, detennines that such increase or decrease is 
pern1itted by applicable Foreign Ownership Restrictions. As used in this Certificate of Incorporation, "Voting 
Stock" means the Common Stock, the Series A Junior Preferred Stock, and any other classes of stock issued by 
the Corporation that are entitled to vote on matters generally refctTed to the stockholders for a vote and "Foreign 
OwnershiP- Restrictions" shall mean United States statutory and United States Depa1tment of Transportation 
regulato1y or interpretive restrictions on foreign ownership or control of the Corporation the breach of which 
would result in the loss of any operating cettificate or authority of the Corporation or any of its subsidiaries, 
including any successor provisions or regulations thereto. 

(B) Foreign Stock Record. 

In furtherance of enforcing the prohibition set forth in Section (A) above, a transfer of shares of any class 
of stock of the Corporation to an Alien (as defined below) shall not be valid, except between the parties to the 
transfer, until the transfer shall have been recorded on the Foreign Stock Record of the Corporation as provided 
in this Article Fifth. The "Foreign Stock Record" shall mean a record maintained by the Corporate Secretary of 
the Corporation which shall record the date of a transfer to an Alien, the patties to the transfer and the number 
and description of the shares of stock transfeJTed to the Alien. At no time shall ownership or control of shares 
representing more than the lesser of (i) the Maximum Voting Percentage of the issued and outstanding Voting 
Stock, or (ii) the Maximum Economic Percentage of 'all shares of stock of the Corporation, be registered on the 
Foreign Stock Record. If at any time the Corporation shall determine that shares of stock are purportedly owned 
or controlled by one or more Aliens who are not registered on the Foreign Stock Record, the registration of such 
shares shall. subject to the limitation in the preceding sentence, be made in chronological order in the Foreign. 
Stock Record, based on the date of the Corporation's finding of ownership or control of such shares by an Alien. 
If at any time the Corporation shall determine that the number of shares of Voting Stock registered on the 
Foreign Stock Record exceeds the Maximum Voting Percentage. or that the number of shares of stock of the 
Corporation. registered on the Foreign Stock Record exceeds the Maximum Economic Percentage, sufficient 
shares shall be removed from the Foreign Stock Record in reverse chronological order so that the number of 
shares of Voting Stock registered on the Foreign Stock Record does not exceed the Maximum Voting Percentage 
and so that the number of shares of stock of the Corporation registered on the Foreign Stock Record does not 
exceed the Maximum Economic Percentage. At no time shall shares of stock of the Coq)oration known by the 
Corporation to be held of record or controlled by Aliens and not registered on the Foreign Stock Record be 
entitled to vote or to receive dividends, distributions or other benefits of ownership. All shares of stock of the 
Corporation known to the Corporation to be held of record by Aliens as of the date of the adoption of this 
Ce1tificate of Incorporation shall be registered on the Foreign Stock Record. The shares registered on the 
Foreign Stock Record pursuant to the preceding sentence have chronological priority over any subsequent 
request for the registration of additional shares of stock of the Corporation on the Foreign Stock 
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Record. As used in this Certificate of Incorporation, "Alien" shall mean (i) any person who is not a U.S. Citizen, 
or any nominee of such person; (ii) any foreign government or representative thereof: (iii) any corporation 
organized under the laws of any foreign government; or (iv) any corporation, partnership, trust, association, or 
other entity which is an Affiliate of an Alien or Aliens. "Affiliate" shall have the meaning set forth in Rule l 2b-2 
of the General Rules and Regulations under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the "Exchang~ 
Act"). 

(C) Beneficial Ownership Inguiry,. 

(I) The Corporation may by notice in writing (which may be included in the form of proxy or ballot 
distributed to stockholders of the Corporation in connection with the annual meeting ( or any special meeting) of 
the stockholders of the Corporation, or otherwise) require a person that is a holder ofrecord of stock of the 
Co1poration or that the Co1poration knows to have, or has reasonable cause to believe has, Beneficial Ownership 
of such stock to certify in such manner as the Corporation shall deem appropriate (including by way of 
execution of any fom1 of proxy or ballot by such person) that, to the knowledge of such person: 

(a) all stock of the Corporation as to which such person has record ownership or Beneficial 
Ownership are owned and controlled only by U.S. Citizens; or 

(b) the number and class or series of stock of the Corporation owned of record or 
Beneficially Owned by such person that are owned or controlled by Aliens are as set forth in such 
certificate. As used herein, "Beneficial OwnershiP.." and ''Beneficially, Owned" refer to beneficial 
ownership as defined in Rule 13d-3 (without regard to the 60-day provision in paragraph ( d)(l )(i) 
thereof) under the Exchange Act. 

(2) With respect to any equity securities identified by such person in response to Section (C) ( 1 ), the 
Corporation may require such person to provide such further information as the Corporation may reasonably 
require in order to implement the provisions of this Article Fifth. 

(3) For prnposes of applying the provisions of this Article Fifth with respect to any stock of the 
Co1poration, in the event of the failure of any person to provide the ce11ificate or other infonnation to which the 
Corporation is entitled pursuant to this Section (C)( I), the Corporation shall presume that the equity securities in 
question are owned or controlled by Aliens. 

SIXTH: The Co1poration shall be entitled to treat the person in whose name any share, right or option is 
registered as the owner thereof, for all purposes, and shall not be bound to recognize any equitable or other claim 
to or interest in such share, right or option on the pa11 of any other person, whether or not the Corporation shall 
have notice thereof, save as may be expressly provided by the laws of the State of Delaware. 

SEVENTH: A director shall be fully protected in relying in good faith upon the books of account of the 
Corporation or statements prepared by any of its officials as to the value and amount of the assets, liabilities 
and/or net profits of the Corporation, or any other facts pertinent to the existence and amount of su1plus or other 
funds from which dividends might properly be declared and paid. 
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EIGHTH: Without action by the stockholders, the shares of stock may be issued by the Corporation from 
time to time for such consideration not less than the par value thereof, as may be fixed from time to time by the 
Board of Directors thereof, and any and all such shares so issued, the full consideration for which has been paid 

or delivered, shall be deemed fully paid stock and not liable to any fmther call or assessment thereon, and the 
holder of such shares shall not be liable for any further call or assessment thereon or for any further payment 
thereon. 

NINTH: The Corporation is to have perpetual existence. 

TENTH: In furtherance and not in limitation of the powers conferred by the General Corporation Law, 

but subject to the provisions of this Cenificate of Incorporation, the Board of Directors is expressly authorized 
and empowered to adopt, repeal, alter, amend and rescind from time to time any or all of the Bylaws of the 
Corporation, without the assent or vote of the stockholders, in any manner not inconsistent with the laws of the 
State of Delaware or this Certificate of Incorporation; 12rovided, however, that any amendment, alteration or 
repeal of the Bylaws shall require the approval of at least 66 2/3% of the directors at any regular or special 
meeting of the Board of Directors or by unanimous written consent in lieu of a meeting. In addition to any other 

vote required by applicable law, the stockholders shall have the authority to alter, amend or repeal the Bylaws of 
the Corporation or to adopt new Bylaws of the Corporation by the affinnative vote of a majority of the votes 
entitled to be cast by the holders of the outstanding Voting Stock of the Corporation. 

ELEVENTH: Subject to Article Fomteenth below, the Board of Directors of the Corporation shall 
consist of such number of directors as may be determined from time to time by the Board of Directors in its sole 

discretion in accordance with the Bylaws of the Corporation. 

TWELFTH: No person shall be elected to serve as a director of the Corporation unless immediately 
following such election, (A) at least two-thirds of the directors of the Corporation consist of persons who are 
then U.S. Citizens, and (B) a majority of the directors of the Corporation are Independent Directors (as defined 
below). No person shall be appointed to serve as an officer of the Corporation unless immediately following 

such appointment, at least two-thirds of the officers of the Corporation consist of persons who are then U.S. 
Citizens. The President of the Corporation shall at all times be a U.S. Citizen. For purposes of this Certificate of 
Incorporation, "Inde12endent Director" shall mean a director who is not (x) a director, officer, employee, agent. 
stockholder or representative of (i) a party ( other than the Corporation) to the ACMI Service Agreement dated 
August 15, 2003, by and between ABX Air, Inc., a Delaware corporation, and DHL Worldwide Express, B.V., a 
company organized and existing under the laws of the Netherlands, until the tennination of such agreement or 

(ii) any Affiliate of any such holder or party (a ''Restricted PartY."). or (y) a spouse, parent, sibling or child of any 
person described in clause (x). 

THIRTEENTH: The Corporation shall not enter into any transaction between the Corporation and any 
Restricted Party unless such transaction shall have been approved by a majority of the Independent Directors 
then in office. 
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FOURTEENTH: (A) The number of directors of the Corporation shall be not less than three nor more 
than twelve. The exact number of directors shall be fixed from time to time, within such limits , by the Board of 
Directors. 

(B) Configuration of Board; Tern, of Office. 

(I) Subject to Section (B)(2) below, the Board of Directors shall be and is divided into three 
classes, Class I, Class II and Class III, which shall be as nearly equal in number as possible. Each director shall 
serve for a term ending on the <late of the third annual meeting followi ng the annual meeting at which such 
director is elected; provided, however, that each initial director of Class I shall hold office unti l the annual 
meeting of stockholders in 20 IO; each initial director in Class II shall hold office until the annual meeting of 
stockholders in 2008; and each initial director in Class III shall hold office until the annual meeting of 
stockholders in 2009. At each annual meeting of stockholders, directors elected to succeed those directors whose 
terms then expire shall be elected at such meeting to hold office for a term expiring at the third annual meeting 
of stockholders following the annual meeting of stockholders at which they are elected and until their respective 
successors are duly elected and qualified, subject to their earlier death, resignation, retirement or removal from 
service. 

(2) Commencing with the third annual meeting of stockholders following the annua l meeting of 
stockholders held in 2013, the foregoing classification ofrhe Board of Directors shall cease. At the annual 
meeting of stockholders following the annual meeting of stockholders held in 2013 and at each annual meeting 
of stockholders thereafter, each nominee for director shall stand for election to a one-year term expiring at the 
next annual meeting of stockholders and unti l his or her successor is du ly elected and qualified. subject to such 
director's earlier death, resignation, retirement or removal from service. Directors elected at the annua l meeting 
of stockholders held in 2011 shall continue in office until the annual meeting of stockholders in 2014, directors 
elected at the annual meeting of stockholders held in 2012 shall continue in office until the annual meeting of 
stockholders in 2015, and directors elected at the annua l meeting of stockholders held in 2013 shall continue in 
office until the annual meeting of stockholders in 2016, and, in each such case, until their respective successors 
are duly elected and qualified and subject to their earlier death, resignation, retirement or removal from service. 

(3) The provisions of this Section (B) are subject to any rights of the holders of Prefened Stock to 
elect directors. 

(C} Advance notice of nominations for the election of directors, other than by the Board of Directors or a duly 
authorized committee thereof or any authorized officer of the Co1poration to whom the Board of Directors or 
such committee shall have delegated such authority. and information concerning nominees, shall be given in the 
manner provided by the Bylaws. 

J; FIFTEENTH: Special meetings of the stockholders of the Corporation for any purpose or pu1poses may 
be called at any time only by the Board of Directors, the Chairman of the Board of Directors or the President. 
Special Meetings shall be held at such date and time as may be specified in the notice. The business permitted to 
be conducted at any special meeting of the stockholders is limited to the purpose or purposes speci fled in the 
notice. 

~ A,.ttcJ< f1FTE.E/\Jl"H 
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SIXTEENTH: In addition to any other vote required by applicable law, the affinnative vote of a majority 
of the votes enti tied to be cast by the holders of the outstanding Voting Stock shall be required for the approval, 
authorization or adoption of any of the following transactions (if such approval, authorization or adoption of the 
holders of Voting Stock is required by applicable law): (i) a merger or consolidation of the Corporation with or 
into any other corporation; or (ii) a sale, lease, exchange or other disposition of all or substantially all of the 
assets of the Corporation to or with any other corporation, person or other entity. 

SEVENTEENTH: Subject to the 'rights of the holders of the shares of any series of Prefen-ed Stock or 
any other class of stock or series thereof having a preference over the Common Stock as to dividends or upon 
liquidation, any action required or pennitted to be taken by the stockholders of the Corporation must be effected 
at a duly called annual or special meeting of stockholders of the Corporation and may not be effected by any 
consent in writing by such stockholders. 

EIGHTEENTH: The Corporation reserves the right to amend, alter, change or repeal any provision 
contained in this Certificate of Incorporation, in the manner now or hereinafter prescribed by statute, and all 
rights conferred to stockholders herein are granted subject to this reservation. 

NINETEENTH: A director of the Corporation shall not be liable to the Corporation or its stockholders 
for monetary damages for breach of fiduciary duty as a director, except to the extent such exemption from 
liability or limitation thereof is not permitted under the General Corporation Law as the same exists or may 
hereafter be amended. Any amendment, modification or repeal of the foregoing sentence shall not adversely 
affect any right or protection of a director of the Corporation hereunder in respect of any act or omission 
occmTing prior to the time of such amendment, modification or repeal. 

TWENTIETH: Indemnification and Insurance. 

(A) Right to Indemnification. 

(I) Persons Entitled to Indemnification. Subject to the General Corporation Law as existing or 
hereafter amended (but, in the case of any such amendment, only to the extent that such amendment permits the 
Corporation to provide broader indemnification rights than said law permitted the Corporation to provide prior 
to such amendment), the Corporation will indemnify and hold ham1less each person who was or is a party or is 
threatened to be made a party to or is involved in any action, suit or proceeding, whether civil, criminal, 
administrative or investigative (a "Proceeding"), by reason of the fact that he or she, or a person of whom he or 
she is the legal representative, is or was, had agreed to become or is alleged to have been, a director or officer of 
the Corporation, and each person who is or was serving, or had agreed to serve or is alleged to have served, at 
the request of or to further the interests of the Corporation as a director, officer, employee or agent of, or in a 
similar capacity for, another corporation or of a partnership, joint venture, trust or other enterprise, including 
service with respect to employee benefit plans of the Corporation or of any of its affiliates (''Indemnitee"). 
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(2) ScoP-e of Indemnification. The indemnification right pursuant to this Section (A) will extend to 
persons entitled to such right whether the basis of such proceeding is alleged action or inaction in an official 
capacity or in any other capacity while serving as a director, officer, employee or agent. 

(3) Expenses Indemnified. The Corporation will indemnify persons entitled to indemnity against 
all costs, charges, expenses, liabilities and losses (including cou1i costs and attorneys' fees, judgments, fines, 
ERISA excise taxes or penalties and amounts paid or to be paid in settlement) reasonably incuned or suffered by 
such lndemnitee in connection therewith. 

( 4) Survival. The indemnification right outlined in this Section (A) will continue as to a person 
who has ceased to be a director, officer, employee or agent. Fmihcr, the indemnification right will inure to the 
benefit of such Indemnitee's estate, heirs, executors and administrators. 

(5) Limitation of Indemnification. The Corporation will indemnify any Indemnitee seeking 
indemnification in connection with a Proceeding ( or part thereof) initiated by such Indemnitee only if such 
Proceeding (or pmi thereof) was authorized by the Board of Directors. 

(B) Rep_gyment of Indemnified Expenses. 

The right to indemnification confen-ed in this Article Twentieth shall be a contract right and shall include 
the right to be paid by the Coq)oration the expenses incuned in investigating and defending or responding to any 
such Proceeding in advance of its final disposition, and any appeal therefrom ("Advance Payment"), such 
advances to be paid by the Corporation within twenty (20) days after the receipt by the Corporation of a 
statement or statements from the claimant requesting such advance or advances from time to time. Nevertheless, 
if the General Corporation Law so requires, such Advance Payment of expenses incurred by an Indemnitee in 
his or her capacity as a director or officer ( and not in any other capacity in which service was or is rendered by 
such person while a director or officer, including, without limitation, service to an employee benefit plan) will be 
made only upon delivery to the Corporation of an undertaking, by or on behalf of such Indemnitee, to repay all 
amounts so advanced if it shall ultimately be determined that such Indemnitee is not entitled to be indemnified 
under Delaware law. 

( C) Indemnification of Other Persons. 

The Corporation may, by action of the Board of Directors, provide indemnification to employees and 
agents of the Corporation with the same scope and effect as the indemnification of directors and officers as 
outlined in Sections (A)(l) and (A)(2) above. 

(D) Right of Claimant to Bring Suit. 

If a claim brought under Sections (A)( I), (A)(2) or (A)(3) of this Article Twentieth is not paid in full by 
the Corporation within thirty (30) days after a written claim has been received by the Corporation, the claimant 

may at any time thereafter bring suit against the Co111oration to recover the unpaid amount of the claim. If the 
claimant's suit is successful in whole or in part the claimant will be entitled to recover also the expense of 
prosecuting such claim. 
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(l) Valid Defenses to the Claimant's Action. It shall be a defense to any such action ( other than an 
action brought to enforce a claim for Advance Payment where the required undertaking, if any is required, has 
been tendered to the Corporation) that the claimant has failed to meet a standard of conduct which makes it 
pennissible under Delaware law for the Corporation to indemnify the claimant for the amount claimed, but the 
burden of proving such defense shall be on the Corporation. 

(2) Invalid Defenses to the Claimant's Action. Neither of the following acts or omissions will be a 
defense to the claimant's action or create a presumption that the claimant has failed to meet the standard of 
conduct described in Section (0)(1) above: 

(a) the failure of the Corporation (including its Board of Directors, independent legal 
counsel, or its stockholders) to have made a dctennination prior to the commencement of such action that 
indemnification of the claimant is pem1issible in the circumstances because the claimant has met such 
standard of conduct; nor 

(b) an actual detennination by the Corporation (including its Board of Directors, 
independent legal counsel, or its stockholders) that the claimant has not met such standard of conduct. 

(E) Non-Exclusivity of Rights. 

The right to indemnification and to Advance Payments confen-ed in this Article Twentieth shall not be 
exclusive of any other right which any person may have or hereafter acquire under any: (i) statute; (ii) provision 
of this Certificate oflncorporation; (iii) Bylaw; (iv) agreement; (v) vote of stockholders; (vi) vote of 
disinterested directors; or (vii) otherwise. 

(F) Insurance. 

Regardless of whether the Corporation would have the power under Delaware law to indemnify itself or 
any director, officer, employee or agent of the Corporation or another corporation. partnership, joint venture, 
trust or other enterprise, the Corporation may purchase and maintain insurance, at its expense. to protect such 
persons or entities against any such expense, liability or loss. 

(G) Exr.enses as a Witness. 

The Corporation will indemnify any director, officer, employee or agent of the Corporation who, by 
reason of such position, or a position with another entity at the request of the Corporation, is a witness in any 
Proceeding. Such indemnity will cover all costs and expenses actually and reasonably inct11Ted by the \Yitness or 
on his or her behalf in connection with the Proceeding. 

(H) IndemnitY. Agreements. 

The Corporation may enter into agreements with any director, officer, employee or agent of the 
Corporation providing for indemnification to the full extent pem1itted by Delaware law. 
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(I) Amendment. 

No amendment, repeal, modification or termination of this A11icle Twentieth or the relevant provision of 
the General Corporation Law or any other applicable laws shall in any way diminish or adversely affect the 
rights of any director, officer, employee or agent of the Corporation hereunder in respect of any occurrence or 
matter arising prior to any such amendment, repeal, modification or te1mination. 

(J) Sevcrabilit)".. 

If any provision or provisions of this Article Twentieth shall be held to be invalid, illegal or 
unenforceable for any reason whatsoever: (i) the validity, legality and enforceability of the remaining provisions 
of this Article Twentieth (including, without limitation, each po11ion of any section of this Atiicle Twentieth 
containing any such provision held to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable, that is not itself held to be invalid, 
illegal or unenforceable) shall not in any way be affected or impaired thereby; and (ii) to the fullest extent 
possible, the provisions of this Article Twentieth ( including, without limitation, each portion of any section of 
this Atiicle Twentieth containing any such provision held to be invalid. illegal or unenforceable, that is not itself 
held to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable) shall be construed so as to give effect to the intent manifested by the 
provision held invalid, illegal or unenforceable. 

[signature pagefol!ml's] 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Restated Cetiificate of Incorporation, which only restates and integrates 
and does not further amend the provisions of the Certificate oflncorporation of this Corporation as heretofore 
amended or supplemented, there being no discrepancies between those provisions and the provisions of this 
Restated Certificate of Incorporation, and it having been duly adopted by the Corporation's Board of Directors in 
accordance with Section 245 of the Delaware General Corporation Law, has been executed by its duly 
authorized officer this 6th day of August, 2018. 

AIR TRANSPORT SERVICES GROUP, INC. 

_aY.: Isl W. Joseph PaY.-n~e ___ _ 
W. Joseph Payne, Chief Legal Officer and Secretary 
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STATE OF DELAWARE 
CERTIFICATE OF FIRST AMENDMENT 

TO RESTATED CERTIFICATE OF II\'CORPORATIO~ 

Air Transport Services Group, Inc. (the "Company"), a company duly organized and existing under the General 
Corporation Law of the State of Delaware, hereby certifies as follows: 

I. The Restated Certificate of Incorporation of the Company ("Restated Certificate'') was filed 
with the State of Delaware on August 7, 2018. 
2. The Restated Certificate is now further amended by this Certificate of First Amendment as follows: 
The first sentence of ARTICLE FOURTH is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 

FOURTH: The total number of shares of all classes of capital stock which the Corporation shall have the 
authority to issue is 170,000,000 shares, of which 150,000,000 shares shall be Common Stock, par value 
$0.01 per share ("Common Stock"), and 20,000,000 shares shall be Prefen-cd Stock, par value S0.01 per 
share ("PrefeiTed Stock"). of which 75,000 shares shall be Series A Junior Participating Preferred Stock, 
par value SO.OJ per share ("Series A Junior Prcfc1Ted Stock"). 

The remainder of ARTICLE FOURTH remains in full force and effect. 

ARTICLE FIFTEENTH is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 

FIFTEENTH: Subject to terms of any class or series of Prefened Stock. special meetings of the 
stockholders of the Corporation may be called by the Board of Directors, the Chairman of the Board of 
Directors, or the President of the Corporation, and shall be called by the Secretary of the Corporation 
following the Secretary's receipt of a written request or requests to call a special meeting of the 
stockholders from a holder or holders of record of Voting Stock (as defined in Article FIFTH) representing 
at least 20% of the voting power of the then outstanding Voting Stock entitled to be \'Otcd at such special 
meeting who have delivered such rcquest(s) in accordance \\'ith and subject to the Bylaws of the 
Corporation (as amended from time to time) including any limitations set forth in the Bylm.\·s on the ability 
to make such a request. Except as otherwise required by law or provided by the tenns of any class or series 
of Prefen-ed Stock, special meetings of stockholders of the Corporation may not be called by any other 
person or persons. 

This Certificate of First Amendment has been duly adopted in accordance with the pro,·isions of Section 242 of the 
Delaware General Corporation Law by the stockholders of the Company. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Company has caused this Ce1tificatc of First Amendment to be signed by its 
Secretaiy this 16th day of May, 2019. 

AIR TRANSPORT SERVICES GROUP, INC. 

By: Isl W. Joseph Payne 

Its: Secretary 
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EXHIBIT C 



Section 1.1 Principal Office. 

AMENDED AND RESTATED BYLAWS 

OF 

AIR TRANSPORT SERVICES GROUP, INC. 

(a Delaware Corporation) 

ARTICLE I 

OFFICES 

(a) The principal executive office of Air Transpo1i Services Group, Inc. (herein called the "Corporation") 
shall be at such place established by the Board of Directors (the "Board") in its discretion. 

(b) The Board shall have full power and authority to change the location of the principal executive 
office. 

Section 1.2 Registered Office. 

The registered office in the State of Delaware is hereby fixed and located at Corporation Ser\'ice Company, 
27 l l Centerville Road, Suite 400, Wilmington, Delaware 19808. The Board is hereby granted full power and 
authority to change the place of said registered office within the State of Delaware. 

Section 1.3 Other Offices. 

The Corporation may also ha\'e from time to time branch or substitute offices at such other places as the 
Board may deem appropriate. 

Section 2.1 Place. 

ARTICLE II 

STOCKHOLDERS' MEETINGS 

Meetings of the stockholders shall be at such place within or outside the State of Delaware or, within the 

sole discretion of the Board, by remote communication, as the Board shall designate by resolution. In the 

absence of such designation, stockholders' meetings shall be held at the principal executive office of the 

Corporation. 
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Section 2.2 Annual Meetings. 

The annual meeting of the stockholders for the election of directors and for the transaction of such other 
business as may properly come before the meeting shall be held at such time and date as detennined by 
resolution of the Board. 

Notice of each meeting of the stockholders shall be given by the Corporation either personally or by mail or 
other lawful means to each stockholder of record entitled to vote at such meeting not less than ten ( 10) days nor 
more than sixty (60) days before each annual meeting. Such notices shall specify the place, if any, date and hour 
of the meeting, the means of remote communication, if any, by which stockholders and proxy holders may be 
deemed to be present in person and vote at such meeting as well as the purpose or purposes of such meeting, and 
shall state such other matters, if any, as may be expressly required by the Delaware General Corporation Law (or 
its successor statute as in effect from time to time). If mailed, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered when 
deposited in the United States mail with postage thereon prepaid, addressed to the stockholder at such 
stockholder's address as it appears on the books of the Corporation. Without limiting the foregoing, any notice to 
stockholders given by the Corporation pursuant to these Bylaws shall be effective if given by a forn1 of 
electronic transmission consented to by the stockholder to whom the notice is given. Any previously scheduled 
annual meeting of the stockholders may be postponed by resolution of the Board. 

Section 2.3 Special Meetings. 

(a) Special meetings of the stockholders of the Corporation (I) may be called for any purpose(s) by or at 
the direction of the Board pursuant to a resolution adopted by the affinnative vote of a majority of the total 
number of directors then in office or by the Chairman of the Board or the President and (2) subject to and in 
compliance with the following provisions of this Section 2.3, shall be called by the Secretary upon the written 
request of any person(s) (each, a "Proposing Person'') who is entitled to cause the Secretary to call a special 
meeting of stockholders of the Corporation under Article FIFTEENTH of the Corporation's Restated Certificate 
of Inco111oration, as the same may be amended, restated or supplemented from time to time. Except in 
accordance with this Section 2.3, stockholders shall not be permitted to propose business to be brought before a 
special meeting of the stockholders. 

(b) In order for a special meeting of stockholders to be validly called pursuant to Section 2.3(a)(2) of 
these Bylaws (a "Stockholder Requested Special Meeting"), one or more written requests for a special meeting 
(each a "Special Meeting Request" and collectively, the "Special Meeting Requests") must be signed by the 
Proposing Person or Persons having the Requisite Percentage, as defined below, and delivered to the Secretary at 
the principal executive offices of the Corporation by registered mail, return receipt requested, in accordance with 
this Section 2.3(b). In determining whether a Stockholder Requested Special Meeting has been validly called, 
multiple Special Meeting Requests delivered to the Secretaiy will be considered together only if each Special 
Meeting Request identifies the same purpose or purposes of the Stockholder Requested Special Meeting and the 
same matters proposed to be acted on at such meeting (in each case as determined in good faith by the Board), 
and such Special Meeting Requests have been dated and delivered to the Secretary within 60 days of the earliest 

dated Special Meeting Request. Any Proposing Person 
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may revoke his, her or its Special Meeting Request at any time by written revocation delivered to the Secretary 
at the principal executive offices of the Corporation. 

(c) To be in proper form for purposes of this Section 2.3, each Special Meeting Request shall: 

(1) set forth (A) the name and address, as they appear on the Corporation's books, of each 

Proposing Person, (B) the number and class of the shares of Voting Stock held of record by each such Proposing 

Person, (C) if different from the Proposing Person, the name and address of the Beneficial Owner of such Voting 

Stock, and (D) if the Proposing Person is acting on behalf of and at the direction of the Beneficial Owner of such 

Voting Stock, a statement to that effect and the written authorization of such Beneficial Owner to act on behalf 

of such Beneficial Owner. 

(2) bear the date of signature of each Proposing Person signing the Special Meeting Request; and 

(3) include (A) a statement of the specific purpose or purposes of the Stockholder Requested 
Special Meeting, the matter or matters proposed to be acted on at the Stockholder Requested Special Meeting, 
the reasons for conducting such business at the Stockholder Requested Special Meeting, and a description of any 
material interest in such business or proposal of such Proposing Stockholder or the Beneficial Owner of the 
applicable Voting Stock including all agreements, arrangements or understandings between or among such 
Proposing Stockholder or such Beneficial Owner, or any affiliates or associates of such person, and any other 
person or persons (including their names) in connection with the proposal of such business; (B) the text of any 
proposal or business that the Proposing Person or Persons are requesting be considered at the Stockholder 
Requested Special Meeting (including the text of any resolutions proposed to be considered and, in the event 
that such business includes a proposal to amend these Bylaws or the Corporation ·s certificate of incorporation, 
the language of the proposed amendment); (C) an acknowledgment of each Proposing Person that any 
disposition by such Proposing Person after the date of the Special Meeting Request of any shares of Voting 
Stock shall be deemed a revocation of the Special Meeting Request with respect to such shares and that such 
shares will no longer be included in dete1mining whether the Requisite Percentage has been satisfied, and a 
commitment by such Proposing Person to continue to satisfy the Requisite Percentage through the date of the 
Stockholder Requested Special Meeting and to notify the Corporation upon any disposition of any shares of 
Voting Stock; (D) whether and the extent to which any derivative instrument, swap, option, waii-ant, short 
interest, hedge or profit interest or other transaction has been entered into by or on behalf of a Proposing Person 
or Beneficial Owner or any affiliates or associates of such person, with respect to shares of the Corporation; 
(E) as to each person whom the Proposing Person proposes to nominate for election or re-election as a director, 
the info1mation relating to such person that would be required to be disclosed in a solicitation of proxies for 
election of directors in a contested election (even if an election contest is not involved), or is otherwise required, 
in each case pursuant to Regulation 14A (or any successor provision) under the Securities Exchange Act of 
1934, as amended, and the rnles and regulations promulgated thereunder (the "Exchange Act") (including such 
person's written consent to being named in the proxy statement as a nominee and to serving as a director if 
elected); 
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and (F) such other infomrntion and representations, to the extent applicable, regarding each Proposing Person 
and the Beneficial Owner of the Voting Stock as to which the Proposing Person holds record ownership and the 
matters proposed to be acted on at the Stockholder Requested Special Meeting, that would be required to be 
disclosed in connection with a solicitation of proxies to vote at the applicable special meeting, pursuant to 
Regulation 14A ( or any successor provision) under the Exchange Act. 

(d) Any Proposing Person who delivers a valid Special Meeting Request shall update and supplement 

such request, if necessary, so that the info1111ation provided or required to be provided in such request shall be 

true and correct ( l) as of the record date for notice of the Stockholder Requested Special Meeting and (2) as of 

the date that is 15 days prior to the Stockholder Requested Special Meeting or any adjournment or postponement 

thereof, and such update and supplement shall be delivered to the Secretary at the principal executive offices of 

the Corporation not later than 5 days after the record date for the Stockholder Requested Special Meeting (in the 

case of the update and supplement required to be made as of the record date), and not later than 10 days prior to 

the date for the Stockholder Requested Special Meeting or, if practical, any adjournment or postponement 

thereof (and, if not practicable, on the first practicable date prior to the date to which the Stockholder Requested 

Special Meeting has been adjourned or postponed) (in the case of the update and supplement required to be 

made as of 15 days prior to the Stockholder Requested Special Meeting or any adjournment or postponement 

thereof). 

(e) The Secretary shall not be required to call a Stockholder Requested Special Meeting pursuant to a 

Special Meeting Request if: 

( 1) the Special Meeting Request relates to an item of business that is not a proper subject for 

stockholder action under applicable law; 

(2) the Special Meeting Request is received by the Corporation during the period commencing 
90 days prior to the first anniversary of the date of the immediately preceding annual meeting and ending 
immediately following the final adjournment of the next annual meeting; 

(3) an identical or substantially similar item (a ''Similar Item") was presented at any meeting of 
stockholders held within 150 days prior to receipt by the Corporation of such Special Meeting Request (and, for 
purposes of this clause (3 ), the nomination, election or removal of directors shall be deemed a ''Similar Item" 
with respect to all items of business involving the nomination, election or removal of directors, the changing the 
size of the Board and the filling of vacancies and/or newly created directorships); 

( 4) a Similar I tern is already included in the Corporation's notice as an item of business to be 
brought before a meeting of the stockholders that has been called but not yet held; or 
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(5) such Special Meeting Request was made in a manner that involved a violation of 
Regulation 14A under the Exchange Act ( as hereinafter defined). or other applicable law. 

In addition, if a Stockholder Requested Special Meeting is validly called in compliance with this 

Section 2.3, the Board may (in lieu of calling the Stockholder Requested Special Meeting) present a Similar Item 

or Similar Items for stockholder approval at any other meeting of stockholders (annual or special) that is held 

within 90 days after the Corporation receives Special Meeting Requests sufficient to call a Stockholder 

Requested Special Meeting in compliance with this Section 2.3; and, in such case, the Secretary shall not be 

required to call the Stockholder Requested Special Meeting. 

(f) Any special meeting of stockholders, including any Stockholder Requested Special Meeting, shall be 

held at such date and time as may be fixed by the Board in accordance with these Bylaws and in compliance 

with applicable law; provided that a Stockholder Requested Special Meeting shall be held within 90 days after 

the Co1voration receives one or more valid Special Meeting Requests in compliance with this Section 2.3 from 

Proposing Persons having the Requisite Percentage; provided further, that the Board shall have the discretion to 

(I) call an annual or special meeting of stockholders (in lieu of calling the Stockholder Requested Special 

Meeting) in accordance with the last sentence of Section 2.3(e) of these Bylaws or (2) cancel any Stockholder 

Requested Special Meeting that has been called but not yet held for any of the reasons set fcnth in Section 2.3(e) 

of these Bylaws. 

(g) Business transacted at any Stockholder Requested Special Meeting shall be limited to the pmvose(s) 

stated in the valid Special Meeting Request(s); provided that nothing herein shall prohibit the Board from 

submitting matters to the stockholders at any Stockholder Requested Special Meeting. A Proposing Person who 

submitted a Special Meeting Request ( or Qualified Representative thereof) shall be required to appear in person 

at the Stockholder Requested Special Meeting and present to stockholders the matters that were specified in the 

Special Meeting Request and included in the notice of the meeting. If no such Proposing Person or Qualified 

Representative appears in person at the Stockholder Requested Special Meeting to present such matters to 

stockholders, the Corporation need not present such matters for a vote at such meeting. 

(h) For purposes of this Section 2.3: 

(I) The te1m ''Proposing Person" or '·Proposing Persons" shall mean the record holder or record 

holders of the Voting Stock who submit(s) a Special Meeting Request. 
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(2) The term ''Beneficial Owner" refers to beneficial ownership as defined in Rule 13d-3 (without 

regard to the 60-day provision in paragraph (d)( 1 )(i) thereof) under the Exchange Act. 

(3) The term "Qualified Representative" of a Proposing Person shall be, if such Proposing Person is 

(A) a general or limited partnership, any general partner or person who functions as a general paiiner of the 

general or limited partnership or who controls the general or limited partnership, (B) a corporation, a duly 

appointed officer of the corporation, (C) a limited liability company, any manager or officer (or person who 

functions as an officer) of the limited liability company or any officer, director, manager or person who functions 

as an officer, director or manager of any entity ultimately in control of the limited liability company or (D) a 

trust, any trustee of such trust. 

( 4) The term "Requisite Percentage" means the minimum amount of Voting Stock that a Proposing 

Person or Persons must hold in order to call a special meeting under A1ticle FIFTEENTH of the Corporation's 

Restated Certificate of Incorporation, as the same may be amended, supplemented or restated from time to time. 

( 5) The tenn "Voting Stock" shall have the meaning set forth in the Corporations· Restated 

Certificate of Incorporation. as the same may be amended. supplemented or restated from time to time. 

(i) Nothing contained in this Section 2.3 of these Bylaws shall be deemed to affect any rights of 

stockholders to request inclusion of any proposal in the Corporation's proxy statement pursuant to Rule I 4a-8 

under the Exchange Act (or any successor provision). 

(j) In the event a special meeting of stockholders is called by the Board, the Chainnan of the Board or the 

President for the purpose of electing one or more directors. nominations may be made by any stockholder who is 

a stockholder of record on the date notice of the special meeting of stockholders is first given to stockholders, 

who is a stockholder of record on the record date for the dete1111ination of stockholders entitled to notice of and 

to vote at such special meeting and who complies with the following sentence. Any stockholder who satisfies the 

requirements of the previous sentence and who desires to make a nomination under this Section 2.03(j) at such 

special meeting of stockholders ( a "Meeting Nomination") shall deliver written notice of such stockholder's 

intention to make such Meeting Nomination to the Secretaiy of the Corporation at the principal executive office 

of the Corporation not earlier than the 120° day prior to such special meeting and not later than the close of 

business on the later of the 90th day prior to such special meeting or the I 0th day following the day on which 

public announcement (as defined in Section 2.04) is first made 
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of the date of the special meeting and of the nominees proposed by the Board to be elected at such meeting. The 

Meeting Nomination shall include, to the extent applicable, the information described in Section 2.3(c). 

Section 2.4 Nomination and Stockholder Business. 

(a) Annual Meetings of the Stockholders. 

( 1) Nominations of persons for election to the Board and the proposal of business to be considered by 

the stockholders may be made at an annual meeting of the stockholders (A) pursuant to the Corporation's notice 

of meeting delivered pursuant to Section 2.2 of these Bylaws, (B) by or at the direction of the Board, or (C) by 

any stockholder of the Corporation who is a stockholder of record at the time of giving of notice provided for in 

this Section 2.4, who is entitled to vote at the meeting and who complies with the notice procedures set forth in 

this Section 2 .4. 

(2) For nominations or other business to be properly brought before an annual meeting by a stockholder 

pursuant to clause (C) of subparagraph (a)( 1) of this Section 2.4, the stockholder must have given timely notice 

thereof in writing to the Secretary of the Corporation. To be timely, a stockholder's notice shall be delivered to 

the Secretary at the principal executive office of the Corporation not less than 90 days nor more than 120 days 

prior to the first anniversary of the preceding year's annual meeting; provided, however, that in the event that the 

date of the annual meeting is advanced or delayed by more than 30 days from such anniversary date, notice by 

the stockholder to be timely must be so delivered not earlier than the 120th day prior to such annual meeting and 

not later than the close of business on the later of the 90th day prior to such annual meeting or the 10th day 

following the day on which public announcement of the date of such meeting is first made. In no event will the 

public announcement of an adjourned or postponed meeting commence a new time period (or extend any time 

period) for the giving of a stockholder's notice as described above. Such stockholder's notice shall set forth (A) 

as to each person whom the stockholder proposes to nominate for election or re-election as a director all 

infonnation relating to such person that is required to be disclosed in solicitations of proxies for election of 

directors, or is otherwise required, in each case pursuant to Regulation 14A under the Securities Exchange Act 

of 1934, as amended (the "'Exchange Act") (including such person's written consent to being named in the proxy 

statement as a nominee and to serving as a director if elected); (B) as to any other business that the stockholder 

proposes to bring before the meeting, a brief description of the business desired to brought before the meeting 

( including the text of any resolutions proposed for consideration and in the event that such business includes a 

proposal to amend the Bylaws of the Corporation, the language of the proposed amendment), the reasons for 

conducting such business 
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at the meeting and any material interest in such business of such stockholder and the beneficial owner, if any, on 

whose behalf the proposal is made; and (C) as to the stockholder giving the notice and the beneficial owner, if 

any, on whose behalf the nomination or proposal is made (i) the name and address of such stockholder, as they 

appear on the Corporation's books, and of such beneficial owner, (ii) the class and number of shares of the 

Corporation which are owned beneficially and of record by such stockholder and such beneficial owner, (iii) a 

representation that the stockholder is a holder of record of stock of the Corporation entitled to vote at such 

meeting and intends to appear in person or by proxy at the meeting to propose such business or nomination, and 

(iv) a representation whether the stockholder or the beneficial owner, if any, intends or is part of a group which 

intends (a) to deliver a proxy statement and/or form of proxy to holders of at least the percentage of the 

Corporation's outstanding capital stock required to approve or adopt the proposal or elect the nominee and or (b) 

otherwise to solicit proxies from stockholders in support of such proposal or nomination. The foregoing notice 

requirements shall be deemed satisfied by a stockholder if the stockholder has notified the Corporation of his or 

her intention to present a proposal at an annual meeting in compliance with Rule 14a-8 (or any successor 

thereof) promulgated under the Exchange Act and such stockholder's proposal has been included in a proxy 

statement that has been prepared by the Corporation to solicit proxies for such annual meeting. The Corporation 

may require any proposed nominee to furnish such other information as it may reasonably require to determine 

the eligibility of such proposed nominee to serve as a director of the Corporation. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything in the second sentence of subparagraph (a)(2) of this Section 2.4 to the 

contrary, in the event that the number of directors to be elected to the Board of the Corporation is increased and 

there is no public announcement naming all of the nominees for Director or specifying the size of the increased 

Board made by the Corporation at least 100 days prior to the first anniversary of the preceding year ·s annual 

meeting, a stockholder's notice required by this Section 2.4 shall also be considered timely, but only with respect 

to nominees for any new positions created by such increase, if it shall be delivered to the Secretary at the 

principal executive office of the Corporation not later than the close of business on the I 0th day following the 

day on which such public announcement is first made by the Corporation. 

(b) Special Meetings of Stockholders. Nominations of persons for election to the Board at special 

meetings of stockholders and proposals of business to be considered at special meetings of stockholders shall be 

made in accordance with the provisions of Section 2.3 of these Bylaws. 

(c) General. 
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(l) Only such persons who are nominated in accordance with the procedures set fo1th in this Section 2.4 

and in Section 2.3 shall be eligible to serve as directors and only such business shall be conducted at a meeting 

of stockholders as shall have been brought before the meeting in accordance with the procedures set forth in this 

Section 2.4 and in Section 2.3. Except as otherwise provided by law, the Chairman of the meeting shall have the 

power and duty to detennine whether a nomination or any business proposed to be brought before the meeting 

was made in accordance with the procedures set forth in this Section 2.4 and in Section 2.3 and, if any proposed 

nomination or business is not in compliance with this Section 2.4 or Section 2.3, to declare that such defective 

proposal shall be disregarded. Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this Section 2.4 or Section 2.3, if the 

stockholder ( or a qualified representative of the stockholder) does not appear at the annual or special meeting of 

stockholders of the Corporation to present a nomination or business, such nomination shall be disregarded and 

such proposed business shall not be transacted, notwithstanding that proxies in respect of such vote may have 

been received by the Corporation. 

(2) For purposes of this Section 2.4, "public announcement" shall mean disclosure in a press release 

reported by the Dow Jones News Service, Associated Press or comparable news service or in a document 

publicly filed by the Corporation with the Securities and Exchange Commission pursuant to Sections I 3, 14 or 

15( d) of the Exchange Act. 

(3) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this Section 2.4, a stockholder shall also comply with 

all applicable requirements of the Exchange Act and the rules and regulations thereunder with respect to the 

matters set forth in this Section 2.4. Nothing in this Section 2.4 shall be deemed to affect any rights of 

stockholders to request inclusion of proposals in the Corporation's proxy statement pursuant to Rule 14a-8 under 

the Exchange Act. 

Section 2.5 \Yaiver of Notice. 

Transactions at a meeting of stockholders, however called and noticed and wherever held, shall be valid as 

though transacted at a meeting duly held after regular call and notice if a quorum is present either in person or by 

proxy, and if, either before or after the meeting, each of the persons entitled to vote, not present at the meeting in 

person or by proxy, gives a waiver of notice. Attendance by a person at a meeting shall constitute a waiver of 

notice of such meeting, except when the person objects, at the beginning of the meeting, to the transaction of any 

business because the meeting is not lawfully called or convened. and except that attendance at a meeting is not a 

waiver of any right to object to the consideration of matters required by law to be in the notice of the meeting 

but not so included, if that objection is expressly made at the meeting. All such waivers, consents, or approvals 

shall be filed with the corporate records or made a part of the minutes of the meeting. 
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The waiver of notice need not specify either the business to be transacted or the purpose of any annual or 

special meeting of stockholders. 

Section 2.6 Quorum. 

A majority of the voting power of the outstanding shares of stock entitled to vote at the meeting, 

represented in person or by proxy, constitutes a quorum for the transaction of business. No business may be 

transacted at a meeting in the absence of a quorum other than the adjournment of such meeting, except that if a 

quomm is present at the commencement of a meeting, business may be transacted until the meeting is adjourned 

even though the withdrawal of stockholders results in less than a quorum. If a quorum is present at a meeting, 

the affinnative vote of a majority of the voting power of the outstanding shares of stock entitled to vote at the 

meeting, represented at the meeting, shall be the act of the stockholders unless the vote of a larger number is 

required by law, the Corporation's Certificate of Incorporation or these Bylaws. If a quorum is present at the 

commencement of a meeting but the withdrawal of stockholders results in less than a quorum, the affirmative 

vote of the voting power of the outstanding shares of stock entitled to vote at the meeting, required to constitute 

a quornm, shall be the act of the stockholders unless the vote of a larger number is required by law, the 

Corporation's Ce1tificate of Incorporation or these Bylaws. Any meeting of stockholders, whether or not a 

quorum is present, may be adjourned to a later date and time and, if the meeting is being held at a place, the 

same or different place by the Chainnan of the meeting or by the vote of voting power of the outstanding shares 

of stock entitled to vote at the meeting, represented at the meeting. If the adjournment is for more than thirty 

(30) days, or if after the adjournment a new record date is fixed for the adjourned meeting, notice of the 

adjourned meeting shall be given to each stockholder of record entitled to vote at the meeting. 

Section 2.7 Notice of Adjourned l\Ieetings. 

Notice of an adjourned meeting need not be given if (a) the meeting is adjourned for thirty (30) days or 

less, (b) the time and, if the meeting is being held at a place, the place of the adjourned meeting are announced at 

the meeting at which the adjournment is taken, and (c) no new record date is fixed for the adjourned meeting. 

Otherwise. notice of the adjourned meeting shall be given as in the case of an original meeting. 

Section 2.8 Voting. 

Except as provided below or as otherwise provided by the Corporation's Ce1tificate of Incorporation or 

by law, a stockholder shall be entitled to one vote for each share held of record on 

10 

10/26 



the record date fixed for the deten11ination of the stockholders entitled to vote at a meeting or, if no such date is 

fixed, the date determined in accordance with law. If any share is entitled to more or less than one vote on any 

matter, all references herein to a majority or other proportion of shares shall refer to a majority or other 

propo11ion of the voting power of shares entitled to vote on such matter. The Board, in its discretion, or the 

officer presiding at a meeting of stockholders in his or her discretion, may require that any votes cast at such 

meeting, including a vote for directors, be by written ballot. 

Section 2.9 Proxies. 

Except as otherwise provided in the Corporation's Certificate of Incorporation or by law, a stockholder may 

be represented at any meeting of stockholders by a written proxy signed by the person entitled to vote or by such 

person's duly authorized attorney-in-fact. A proxy must bear a date within one ( 1) year prior to the meeting, 

unless the proxy specifies a different length of time. A revocable proxy is revoked by a writing delivered to the 

Secretary of the Corporation stating that the proxy is revoked or by a subsequent proxy executed by, or 

attendance at the meeting and voting in person by, the person executing the proxy. 

Section 2.10 Inspector·s of Election. 

(a) In advance of a meeting of stockholders, the Board may appoint inspectors of election to act at the 

meeting. If inspectors of election are not so appointed, or if any persons so appointed fail to appear or refuse to 

act, the Chairman of the meeting may, and on request of a stockholder shall, appoint inspectors of election (or 

persons to replace those who so fail or refuse) for the meeting. The number of inspectors shall be either one or 

three. If appointments are to be made at a meeting on the request of a stockholder, the majority of stockholder 

votes represented in person or by proxy shall detennine whether the number of inspectors shall be one or three. 

Each inspector, before discharging his or her duties, shall take and sign an oath faithfully to execute the duties of 

inspector with strict impa11iality and according to the best of his or her ability. 

{b) Such inspectors of election shall: (i) detennine the number of shares outstanding, the number of 

shares represented at the meeting, the voting power of each share, the existence of a quornm, and the validity of 

proxies; (ii) receive votes, ballots, or consents; (iii) hear and determine all challenges and questions arising in 

connection with the right to vote; (iv) count and tabulate votes or consents; (v) determine the result of an 

election; (vi) detennine and retain for a reasonable period of time the disposition of any challenges made to any 

determination by the inspectors; (vii) certify their determination of the number of shares of capital stock of the 

Corporation represented 
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at the meeting and their count of all votes and ballots; (viii) do such other acts as may be proper in order to 

conduct the election with fairness to all stockholders; and (ix) perfonn such other duties as may be prescribed by 

law. The Chairman of the meeting shall announce at the meeting the date and time of the opening and the closing 

of the polls for each matter upon which the stockholders will vote at the meeting. If there are three inspectors of 

election, the decision of a majority shall be effective in all respects as the decision of all. 

Section 2.11 List of Stockholders. 

The Secretary of the Corporation shall prepare and make, at least ten ( l 0) days before every meeting of 

the stockholders, a complete list of the stockholders entitled to vote at the meeting, ananged in alphabetical 

order, and showing the address of each stockholder and the number of shares registered in the name of each 

stockholder. If the meeting is held at a place, then the list shall also be produced and kept at the time and place of 

the meeting during the whole time thereof, and may be inspected by any stockholder who is present. If the 

meeting is to be held solely by means of remote communication, then the list shall be open to the examination of 

any stockholder during the whole time of the meeting on a reasonably accessible electronic network, and the 

information required to access such list shall be provided with the notice of meeting. 

Section 3.1 Powers and Duties. 

ARTICLE III 
DIRECTORS 

(a) The business and affairs of the Corporation shall be managed and all corporate powers shall be 

exercised, by or under the direction of the Board, subject to any limitations contained in these Bylaws, the 

Corporation's Certificate of Incorporation or the General Corporation Law of the State of Delaware (the 

"General Corporation Law"). The Board may delegate the management of the day-to-day operation of the 

business of the Corporation, provided that the business and affairs of the Corporation shall remain under the 

ultimate direction of the Board. 

Section 3.2 Number and Qualification of Directors. 

Subject to the limitations set forth in the Corporation's Ce11ificate of Inco111oration, the Board shall consist 

of such number of directors as shall be dctcn11ined from time to time by resolution of 
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the Board. Until othe1wise dete1mined by such resolution, the number of directors of the Corporation shall be 

nine (9). 

In the event of any increase or decrease in the authorized number of directors, (i) each director then serving 

as such shall nevertheless continue as a director of the class of which he or she is a member until the expiration 

of his or her cunent tenn, or his or her prior death, retirement, resignation or removal, and (ii) if the Board of 

Directors is then classified, the newly created or eliminated directorships resulting from such increase or 

decrease shall be apportioned by the Board of Directors among the three classes of directors so as to maintain 

such classes as nearly equal as possible. Commencing with the third annual meeting of stockholders following 

the annual meeting of stockholders held in 2013, the classification of the Board of Directors shall cease. 

Section 3.3 Term of Office; Voting in Director Elections; Resignation. 

(a) Each director shall serve until his or her successor is duly elected and qualified or until his or her 
death, resignation or removal. 

(b) Except as provided in Section 3.3(c) and Section 3.4, each director shall be elected by the vote of the 
majority of the votes cast with respect to that director's election at any meeting for the election of directors at 
which a quorum is present. For purposes of these by-laws, a majority of the votes cast means that the number of 
shares voted "for" a director must exceed the number of shares voted "against" that director. "Abstentions" and 
"broker non-votes" shall not be counted as votes cast with respect to a director's election. 

( c) In any contested election, the nominees receiving a plurality of the votes cast by holders of shares 
represented in person or by proxy at any meeting at which a quorum is present and entitled to vote on the 
election of directors shall be elected. For purposes of these by-laws, a "contested election" shall exist if the 
number of nominees for election as directors at the meeting in question nominated by (i) the Board, (ii) any 
stockholder, or (iii) a combination thereof exceeds the number of directors to be elected. The determination as to 
whether an election is a contested election shall be made as of the record date for the meeting in question. Once 
an election is detennined to be a contested election, the plurality standard shall remain in effect through the 
completion of the meeting, regardless whether the election ceases to be a contested election after the record date 
but prior to the meeting. 

( d) In any uncontested election for directors, in order for any person to become a nominee for the Board, 
such person must submit an in-evocable resignation to the Board, contingent upon ( i) that person not receiving a 
majority of the votes cast, and (ii) acceptance of the resignation by the Board in accordance with policies and 
procedures adopted by the Board. 
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(e) If any nominee in an uncontested election does not receive a majority of the votes cast, the Board, 
acting on the recommendation of the Nominating and Governance Committee of the Board, shall, within 90 days 
of receiving the certified vote pertaining to such election, detetmine whether to accept the resignation of such 
unsuccessful nominee, and in making this detennination the Board may consider any factors or other 
infmmation that it deems appropriate or relevant. The Nominating and Governance Committee and the Board 
expect an unsuccessful incumbent to voluntarily recuse himself or herself from participation in such 
deliberations. The Corporation shall promptly publicly disclose the Board's decision and, if applicable, the 
reasons for rejecting the tendered resignation, in a Repo11 on Fonn 8-K filed with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. 

Section 3.4 Resignation and Vacancies. 

(a) A director may resign by giving written notice to the Board, the Chainnan of the Board, the Vice 

Chairman of the Board, the President or the Secretary. Such resignation shall take effect upon receipt of such 

notice or at a later time specified therein; and, unless otherwise specified therein, the acceptance of such 

resignation shall not be necessary to make it effective. If the resignation of a director is effective at a future time, 

the Board may elect a successor to take office when the resignation becomes effective. 

(b) Should a vacancy occur or be created, whether arising through death, resignation or removal of a 

director, or through an increase in the number of directors, such vacancy shall be filled by a majority vote of the 

remaining members of the Board. If the Board of Directors is then classified, a director so elected to fill a 

vacancy shall serve for the remainder of the then present term of office of the class to which he or she is elected 

and, if the Board of Directors is not then classified, a director so elected to fill a vacancy shall serve until the 

next annual meeting of stockholders at which directors are elected and, in either case, until his or her successor 

is duly elected and qualified. 

Section 3.5 Place of Meeting. 

The Board may by resolution designate a place within or outside the State of Delaware, including a location 

in Wilmington, Ohio or any other location, where a regular or special meeting of the Board shall be held. In the 

absence of such designation, meetings of the Board shall be held at a location in Wilmington, Ohio designated 

by the Chaimrnn of the Board. 

Section 3.6 Meetings by Conference Telephone. 

A meeting of the Board may be held through the use of conference telephone or other communications 

equipment, so long as all members participating in such meeting can hear one 
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another. Pa1ticipation in such a meeting shall constih1te presence at such meeting. Directors are entitled to 

participate in any and all Board meetings through the use of conference telephone or other communication 

equipment. No director shall be excluded from any Board meeting or any portion of a Board meeting because 

such director elects to participate though the use of conference telephone or other communication equipment and 

the Corporation .shall make all necessa1y aiTangements to allow directors to participate in Board meetings 

through the use of a conference telephone or other communication equipment. No notice of meeting shall require 

any director to attend a Board meeting in person. 

Section 3. 7 Meetings. 

Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at the times fixed by resolutions of the Board or upon call 

of the Chairman of the Board or of the President or any three directors. The Secretary or officer performing his 

or her duties shall give reasonable notice (which shall not in any event be less than two (2) days) of all meetings 

of directors, provided that a meeting may be held without notice immediately after the annual meeting of the 

stockholders for the election of directors, and notice need not be given of regular meetings held at times fixed by 

resolution of the Board. Meetings may be held at any time without notice if all of the directors are present or if 

those not present waive notice either before or after the meeting. Notice by mail, telecopy, telegraph or email to 

the usual business or residence address or email address of the directors not less than the time above specified 

before the meeting shall be sufficient. 

Section 3.8 Waiver of Notice. 

Transactions at any meeting of the Board, however called and noticed and wherever held, shall be valid 

as though transacted at a meeting duly held, after regular call and notice, if (i) a quorum is present, (ii) no 

director present protests lack of notice prior to the commencement of the meeting, and (iii) each director not 

present at the meeting gives a written waiver of notice, a consent to holding such meeting, or an approval of the 

minutes thereof. All such waivers shall be filed with the corporate records or made a part of the minutes of the 

meeting. 

Section 3.9 Quorum. 

A majority of the authorized number of directors shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

Except as otherwise provided by the Corporation's Certificate of Incorporation or these Bylaws, every act or 

decision done or made by a majority of the directors present at a meeting duly held at which a quonun is present 

is the act of the Board. A majority of the directors present at a 
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meeting, whether or not a quorum is present, may adjourn the meeting to another time and, if the meeting is 

being held at a place, the same or different place. 

Section 3.10 Adjournment and Notice Thereof. 

Any meeting of the Board, whether or not a quorum is present, may be adjourned by a majority vote of the 

directors present. If the meeting is adjourned for more than 24 hours, notice of any adjournment to another time 

or place ( if the meeting is being held at a place) shall be given prior to the time of the adjourned meeting to the 

directors who were not present at the time of the adjournment. 

Section 3.11 Action Without Meeting. 

Any action required or pennitted to be taken by the Board may be taken without a meeting if all members 

of the Board individually or collectively consent to such action in writing in accordance with applicable law. 

Any consent in writing or by electronic transmission shall be filed with the minutes of the proceedings of the 

Board. Such filing shall be in paper form if the minutes are maintained in paper form and shall be in electronic 

fonn if the minutes are maintained in electronic form. Such action by written consent shall have the same force 

and effect as a unanimous vote of the directors at a duly held meeting of the Board. 

Section 3.12 Compensation. 

Directors and members of committees may be paid such compensation for their services as may be 

determined by resolution of the Board. This section shall not be construed to preclude any director from serving 

the Corporation in any other capacity as an officer, agent, employee, or otherwise, and receiving compensation 

for those services. 

Section 3.13 Committees. 

(a) The Board may, by resolution adopted by a majority of the authorized number of directors, designate 

one or more committees, each consisting of two or more directors, to serve at 

the pleasure of the Board. In the absence or disqualification of any member of a committee of the Board, the 

other members thereof present at any meeting and not disqualified from voting, whether or not he, she or they 

constitute a quorum, may unanimously appoint another member of the Board to act in the place of such absent or 

disqualified member. The Board may designate one or more 
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directors as alternate members of a committee who may replace any absent member at any meeting of the 

committee. To the extent permitted by resolution of the Board, a committee may exercise all of the authority of 

the Board to the extent permitted by Section 141(c)(2) of the General Corporation Law, except with respect to: 

(1) the appro\'al of any action which, under the General Corporation Law, also requires stockholders' 

approval or approval of the outstanding shares; 

(2) the filling of vacancies on the Board or in any committee; 

(3) the fixing of compensation of the directors for serving on the Board or on any committee; 

(4) the amendment or repeal of the Bylaws or the adoption of new Bylaws; 

(5) the amendment or repeal of any resolution of the Board; 

( 6) a distribution to the stockholders of the Corporation, except at a rate or in a periodic amount or within a 

price range determined by the Board; or 

(7) the appointment of any other committees of the Board or the members of these committees. 

(b) Meetings and actions of committees shall be governed by, and held and taken in accordance with. the 

applicable provisions of A11icle III of these Bylaws, including Section 3.5 (place of meeting), Section 3.6 

(meetings by conference telephone), Section 3.7 (meetings), Section 3.8 (waiver of notice), Section 3.9 

(quorum), Section 3.10 (adjournment and notice), and Section 3.11 (action without meeting), with such changes 

in the context of those Bylaws as are necessa1y to substitute the committee and its members for the Board and its 

members, except that (i) the time of regular meetings of committees may be determined either by resolution of 

the Board or by resolution of the committee, (ii) special meetings of committees may also be called by resolution 

of the Board or by resolution of the committee and (iii) notice of special meetings of committees shall also be 

given to all alternate members, who shall have the right to attend all meetings of the committee. The Board may 

adopt rules for the government of any committee not inconsistent with the provisions of these Bylaws. 

Section 3.14 Right of Inspection. 
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Each director shall have the right at any reasonable time to inspect and copy all books, records and 

documents of every kind and to inspect the physical properties of the Corporation and its 

subsidiary corporations, domestic or foreign. Such inspection by a director may be made in person or by agent or 

attorney and includes the right to copy and make extracts. 

Section 4.1 Officers. 

ARTICLE IV 

OFFICERS 

The Corporation shall have (i) a Chairman of the Board or a President (or both), (ii) a Vice President, (iii) a 

Secretary, and (iv) a Chief Financial Officer. The Corporation may also have, at the discretion of the Board, one 

or more other Vice Presidents, one or more Assistant Secretaries, a Treasurer, one or more Assistant Treasurers, 

and such other officers as the Board may deem appropriate. Any number of offices may be held by the same 

person. 

Section 4.2 Additional Officers. 

Officers other than the Chairnrnn of the Board, the President, the Secretary and the Chief Financial Officer 

are herein referred to as Additional Officers. The Board may elect, and may empower the President to appoint, 

such Additional Officers as the Board may deem appropriate. Each Additional Officer shall hold office for such 

period, shall have such authority, and shall perform such duties, as are provided in these Bylaws or as the Board 

may designate. 

Section 4.3 Election and Term. 

Except as otherwise herein provided, the officers of the Corporation shall be elected by the Board at its 

regular organizational meeting or at a subsequent meeting. Each officer shall hold office at the pleasure of the 

Board, or until his or her death, resignation or removal. 

Section 4.4 Resignation and Removal. 

(a) An officer may resign at any time by giving written notice to the Corporation. Such resignation shall 

be without prejudice to any rights the Corporation may have under any contract to which the officer is a party. 

Such resignation shall take effect upon the receipt of such notice or 

18 

18/26 



at a later time specified therein; and, unless otherwise specified therein, the acceptance of such resignation shall 

not be necessmy to make it effective. 

(b) The Board may remove any officer with or without cause, and such action shall be conclusive upon 

the officer so removed. The Board may authorize any officer to remove subordinate officers. Any removal shall 

be without prejudice to rights the officer may have under any employment contract with the Corporation. 

Section 4.5 Vacancies. 

A vacancy in any office because of death, resignation, removal, disqualification, or any other cause shall be 

filled in the manner prescribed in these Bylaws for election or appointment to such office. 

Section 4.6 Chairman of the Board; Chief Executive Officer. 

The Chainnan of the Board shall preside at all meetings of the Board at which he or she is present and shall 

exercise and perform such other powers and duties as may be prescribed by the Board or Bylaws. Even if there 

is a President, the Chairman of the Board shall in addition be the Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation 

unless another person shall have been appointed as Chief Executive Officer. The Chief Executive Officer of the 

Corporation shall have and be vested with general superviso1y power and authority over the business and affairs 

of the Corporation. He or she shall sec that all orders and resolutions of the Board are caJTied into effect. The 

Chief Executive Officer shall sign or countersign or authorize another officer of the Corporation to sign all 

certificates contracts, and other instruments of the Corporation as authorized by the Board, shall make reports to 

the Board and stockholders and shall perfonn all such other duties as may be directed by the Board or the 

Byla,vs. 

The President shall, in the event of absence, disability or refusal to act of the Chief Executive Officer, 

perform the duties and exercise the powers of the Chief Executive Officer, and shall have such powers and 

discharge such duties as may be assigned from time to time by the Board. 

Section 4. 7 Vice Chairman. 

The Vice Chainnan of the Board shall not be an officer of the Corporation. If the Board appoints a Vice 

Chairman of the Board, he or she shall, in the absence or disability of the Chairman of the 
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Board, perfom1 the duties and exercise the powers of the Chainnan of the Board and shall perfo1111 such other 

duties and possess such other powers as are assigned by the Board. 

Section 4.8 President. 

The President shall have and be vested with general supervisory power and authority over the business and 

affairs of the Corporation and shall perform all such duties as may be directed by the Board or these Bylaws, 

subject at all times to the authority of the Chief Executive Officer. The President shall also have and exercise all 

of the duties, power and authority prescribed for the Chief Executive Officer except with respect to such specific 

authority as is reserved for the Chief Executive Officer. 

Section 4.9 Vice Presidents. 

Vice Presidents shall have such powers and duties as may be prescribed by the Board or the President. A 

Vice President designated by the Board shall, in the absence or disability of the 

President, perform all the duties of the President; and when so acting such Vice President shall have all the 

powers of the President. 

Section 4.10 Chief Financial Officer. 

The Chief Financial Officer shall keep and maintain, or cause to be kept and maintained, adequate and 

correct books and records of accounts of the properties and business transactions of the Corporation, including 

accounts of its assets, liabilities, receipts, disbursements, gains, losses, capital, retained earnings, and shares. The 

books of account shall at all reasonable times be open to inspection by any director. 

The Chief Financial Officer shall deposit all monies and other valuables in the name and to the credit of the 

Corporation with such depositaries as may be designated by the Board. He shall disburse the funds of the 

Corporation as may be ordered by the Board, shall render to the President and directors, whenever they request 

it, an account of all of his or her transactions as Chief Financial Officer and of the financial condition of the 

Corporation, and shall have other powers and perfonn such other duties as may be prescribed by the Board or 

the Bylaws. 

If there be any Treasurer, the Treasurer shall, in the event of absence, disability or refusal to act of the Chief 

Financial Officer, perform the duties and exercise the powers of the Chief Financial 
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Officer, and shall have such powers and discharge such duties as may be assigned from time to time by the 

President or by the Board. 

Section 4.11 Secretary. 

{a) The Secretary shall keep or cause to be kept full and accurate records of all meetings of stockholders 

and all meetings of directors. Such records shall include books of minutes of all meetings of stockholders, 

meetings of the Board, and meetings of committees. The information in such books of minutes shall include the 

names of those present at Board and committee meetings and the number of shares represented at stockholders' 

meetings. 

(b) The Secretary shall give or cause to be given notice of all meetings of stockholders, of the Board, and 

of any committees, whenever such notice is required by law or these Bylaws. 

( c) The Secretary shall keep or cause to be kept at the principal executive office, or at the office of the 

Corporation's transfer agent or registrar if either be appointed, a share register, or a duplicate share register, 

showing the names of the stockholders and their addresses, the number and classes of shares held by each, the 

number and date of cettificates issued for such shares, and the number and date of cancellation of every 

certificate sunendered for cancellation. 

( d) The Secretary shall keep or cause to be kept a copy of the Bylaws of the Corporation at the principal 

executive office. 

(e) The Secretary shall keep the corporate seal in safe custody. 

(f) The Secretary shall have all the powers and duties ordinarily incident to the office of a secretary of a 

corporation and such other duties as may be prescribed by the Board. 

(g) Tf there be any Assistant Secretaries, one or more Assistant Secretaries, in order of seniority, shall, in 

the event of the absence, disability or refusal to act of the Secretary, perfonn the duties and exercise the powers 

of the Secretaiy, and shall have such powers and discharge such duties as may be assigned from time to time by 

the President or by the Board. 

Section 4.12 Compensation. 

The Board may fix, or may appoint a committee to fix, the compensation of all officers and employees of 

the Corporation. The Board may authorize any officer upon whom the power of 

21 

21/26 



appointing subordinate officers may have been confened to fix the compensation of such subordinate officers. 

Section 5.1 Dividends. 

ARTICLE V 

DIVIDENDS AND FINANCE 

(a) Dividends upon the capital stock of the Corporation, subject to the provisions of the Corporation's 

Certificate of Incorporation, if any, may be declared by the Board at any regular or special meeting, pursuant to 

law. Dividends may be paid in cash, in prope11y, or in shares of the capital stock, subject to the provisions of the 

Corporation's Certificate of Incorporation. 

(b) Before payment of any dividend, there may be set aside out of any funds of the Corporation available 

for dividends such sum or sums as the directors from time to time, in their absolute discretion, think proper as a 

reserve or reserves to meet contingencies, or for equalizing dividends, or for repairing or maintaining any 

property of the Corporation, or for such other purpose as the directors shall think conducive to the interest of the 

Corporation, and the directors may modify or abolish any such reserve in the manner in which it was created. 

Section 5.2 Deposits and \\'ithdrawals. 

The monies of the Corporation shall be deposited in the name of the Co113oration in such bank or banks or 

trust company or trust companies as the Board shall designate, and shall be drawn out only by check signed by 

persons designated by resolutions of the Board. 

Section 5.3 Fiscal Year. 

The fiscal year of the Corporation shall begin the first day of January and end on the last day of December 

of each year. 

Section 6.1 Record Date. 

ARTICLE VI 

MISCELLANEOUS 
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The Board may fix a time, in the future, not more than sixty (60) nor less than ten (10) days prior to the 

date of any meeting of stockholders, nor more than sixty (60) days prior to the date fixed for the payment of any 

dividend or distribution, or for the allotment of rights, or when any change or conversion or exchange of shares 

shall go into effect, as a record date for the determination of the stockholders entitled to notice of and to vote at 

any such meeting, or entitled to receive any such dividend or distribution, or such allotment of rights, or to 

exercise the rights in respect to any such change, conversion, or exchange of shares, and in such case except as 

provided by law, only stockholders of record on the date so fixed shall be entitled to notice of and to vote at such 

meeting or to receive such dividend, distribution or allotment of rights, or to exercise such rights as the case may 

be, notwithstanding any transfer of any shares on the books of the Corporation after any record date fixed as 

aforesaid. A detennination of stockholders of record entitled to notice of or to vote at a meeting of stockholders 

shall apply to any adjournment of the meeting unless the Board fixes a new record date. 

Section 6.2 Maintenance of Share Register. 

The Corporation shall keep at its principal executive office, or at the office of its transfer agent or registrar, 

if either be appointed and as determined by resolution of the Board, a record of its stockholders, giving the 

names and addresses of all stockholders and the number and class of shares held by each stockholder. The 

Corporation shall keep at its principal executive office, or at the office of its transfer agent or registrar, if either 

be appointed and as detennined by resolution of the Board, the Foreign Stock Record as described in its 

Certificate of Incorporation, as it may be amended from time to time. 

Section 6.3 Registered Stockholders. 

Subject to Section (B) of Article Fifth of the Corporation's Certificate of Incorporation, registered 

stockholders only shall be entitled to be treated by the Corporation as the holders in fact of the shares standing in 

their respective names and the Corporation shall not be bound to recognize any equitable or other claim to or 

interest in any share on the part of any other person, whether or not it shall have express or other notice thereof, 

except as expressly provided by the laws of the State of Delaware. 

Section 6.4 Inspection of Bylaws. 
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The Corporation shall keep at its principal executive office the original or a copy of these Bylaws as 

amended to date, which copy shall be open to inspection by stockholders at reasonable times during office hours. 

Section 6.5 Corporate Seal. 

The corporate seal shall be circular in fonn, and shall have inscribed thereon the name of the Corporation, 

the date of its incorporation and the word "Delaware." 

Section 6.6 Certificates of Stock. 

(a) The shares of the capital stock of the Corporation shall be represented by a certificate or shall be 

uncertificated. Each certificate shall be signed in the name of the Corporation by (i) the Chainnan of the Board, 

a Vice Chairman of the Board, the President, or a Vice President, and (ii) the Treasurer, an Assistant Treasurer, 

the Secretary, or an Assistant Secretary, and shall ce1tify the number of shares owned by the stockholder and the 

class or series of such shares. Any of the signatures on the certificate may be facsimile. If any officer, transfer 

agent or registrar whose signature appears on the ce1tificate shall cease to be such an officer. transfer agent or 

registrar before such certificate is issued, the ce1tificate may be issued by the Corporation with the same effect as 

if such person continued to be an officer, transfer agent or registrar at the date of issue. Within a reasonable time 

after the issuance or transfer of uncertificated stock, the Corporation shall send to the registered owner thereof a 

written notice containing the information required to be set forth or stated on cetiificates pursuant to the General 

Corporation Law of the State of Delaware or a statement that the Corporation will furnish without charge to each 

stockholder who so requests the powers, designations, preferences and relative patiicipating, optional or other 

special rights of each class of stock or series thereof and the qualifications, limitations or restrictions of such 

preferences and/or rights. 

(b) To the fullest extent pennitted by law, certificates for shares may be issued prior to full payment 

under such restrictions and for such purposes as the Board may lawfully provide; provided, however, that on any 

certificate issued to represent any pattly paid shares, the total amount of the consideration to be paid therefor and 

the amount paid thereof shall be stated. 

(c) The Corporation may issue (i) a new certificate or certificates of stock or (ii) uncertificated shares in 

place of any previously issued certificate alleged to have been lost, stolen or destroyed, upon such tenns and 

conditions as the Board of Directors may prescribe, including the presentation 
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of reasonable evidence of such loss, theft or destmction and the giving of such indemnity as the Board may 

require for the protection of the corporation or any transfer agent or registrar. 

( d) Prior to due presentation of transfers for registration in the stock transfer book of the Corporation, the 

registered owner of shares shall be treated as the person exclusively entitled to vote, to receive notice, and to 

exercise all other rights and receive all other entitlements of stockholders, except as may be provided otherwise 

by Delaware law. 

Section 6.7 Execution of Written Instruments. 

As used in these Bylaws, the term "written instruments" includes \vithout limitation any note, mo11gage, 

evidence of indebtedness, contract. share certificate, conveyance, and any assignment 

or endorsement of the foregoing. All written instruments shall be binding upon the Corporation if signed on its 

behalf by the Chief Executive Officer or if signed in such other manner as may be authorized by the Board, or 

within the agency power of the officer executing it, so long as the pa11y seeking to enforce such obligations had 

no acnial knowledge that the signing officer was without authority to execute such written instrument. 

Section 6.8 Representation of Shares of Other Corporations. 

The Chairman of the Board, President, any Vice President, the Secretary, the Chief Financial Officer and 

such other officers as the Board may designate by resolution are each authorized to exercise on behalf of the 

Corporation all rights incident to shares of any other corporation standing in the name of the Corporation. 

Section 6.9 Construction. 

Unless the context otherwise requires, the general prov1s10ns, rules of construction and definitions 

contained in the General Corporation Law shall govern the construction of these Bylaws. Without limiting the 

generality of this provision, the singular includes the plural, plural number includes the singular, and the tenn 

''person" includes both a corporation and a natural person. 

Section 6.10 Amendment of These Bylaws. 

Subject to any restrictions contained in the Corporation's Ce11ificate of Incorporation, these Bylaws, or any 

of them, may be amended, altered or repealed and new Bylaws may be adopted by 
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the affinnative vote of at least 66 "/3% of the members of the Board, subject to repeal or change by action of the 

stockholders. 
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JOHN CHEVEDDEN 

January 24, 2022 

Office of Chief Counsel 
Division of Corporation Finance 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
100 F Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20549 

# 1 Rule 14a-8· Proposal 
Air Transport Services Group, Inc. (ATSG) 
Special Shareholder Meeting 
John Chevedden 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

This is in regard to the January21, 2022 no-action request. 

This no action request is based on The AES Corporation (December 19, 2017). AES was 
decided in 2 weeks without waiting for a proponent rebuttal. Plus AES seems to violate Staff 
Legal Bulletin No. 14H as noted below. 

The unfortunate logical conclusion of AES is to make any rule 14a-8 proposal potentially 
moot. According to AES all a company needs to do is to give shareholders the opportunity to 
vote on a ratification of the status quo regarding the topic of a just submitted rule 14a-8 
proposal and a~y proposal can be excluded. 

The AES precedent appears to allow management to exclude proposals by simply offering a 
proposal to ratify the status quo in a kneejerk response to receiving a rule 14a-8 proposal. 

AES and the current proposal imply that the management proposal was primarily intended to 
''conflict-out" a just submitted shareholder proposal. 

Ratification of the status quo in lieu of a shareholder's proposal, besides being unnecessary, 
means that shareholders only get to hear one side of an issue. Although a Staff requirement 
for the proxy statement to mention the excluded proposal may help inform investors, such an 
approach may undermine the rights and logic of shareholders being abl~ to request specific 
reforms: Voting only on ratificatibn of an existing policy eliminates the opportunity to debate 
the merits of a shareholder proposed change. As a precedent and invitation to additional 
corporate gamesmanship, this is highly problematic. · 

There is no conflict because shareholders can vote for both proposals because both proposals 
call for maintaining the shareholder right to call for a special shareholder meeting - although 
specifying different stock ownership thresholds. This is similar to the following example in 
Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14H in\rolving different stock ownership thresholds. 

Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14H states: 
"For example, if a company does not allow shareholder nominees to be included in the 
company's proxy statement, a shareholder proposal that would permit a shareholder or group 



of shareholders holding at least 3 % of the company's outstanding stock for at least 3 years to 
nominate up to 20% of the directors would not be excludable if a management proposal 
would allow shareholders holding at least 5% of the company's stock for at least 5 years to 
nominate for inclusion in the company's proxy statement 10% of the directors. This is 
because both proposals generally seek a similar objective, to give shareholders the ability to 
include their nominees for director alongside management's nominees in the proxy statement, 
and the proposals do not present shareholders with conflicting decisions such that a 
reasonable shareholder could not logically vote in favor of both proposals.'' 

With both proposals in the proxy shareholders benefit by havirig more information on this 
topic. 

Sincerely, 
-_• _4-A ,P~~~ ~ / .#7' ~ e:;,P"'i7' -----~~-====,_ 

~Chevedden · -. 

cc: W. Joseph Payne 



[ATSG-Rule 14a-8 Proposal, November 1, 2021, Revised December 16, 2021] 
[This line and any line above it is not for publication.] 

Proposal 4 - Special Shareholder Meeting Improvement 

Shareholders ask our board to take the steps necessary to amend the appropriate company 
governing documents to give the owners of a combined 10% of our outstanding common stock 
the power to call a special shareholder meeting. 

Although now ittheoretically takes 20% of all shares to call for a special shareholder meeting, 
this translates into 27% of the Air Transport Services shares that typically vote at the annual 
meeting. It would be hopeless to think that the shares that do not have time to vote at the annual 
meeting would have time to take the special procedural steps to call for a special shareholder 
meeting. 

It is important to vote for this Special Shareholder Meeting Improvement proposal because we 
have no right to act by written consent. 

Many companies provide for both a shareholder right to call a special shareholder meeting and a 
shareholder right to act by written consent. Southwest Airlines and Target are companies that do 
not provide for shareholder written· consent and yet provide for 10% of shares to call for a special 
shareholder meeting. · 

Plus Air Transport Services shareholders gave 36% support to the 2021 shareholders proposal 
calling for a shareholder right to act by written consent. This 36% support likely represented 
more than 40% support from the shares that have access to independent proxy voting advice. 

Plus this level of support was in spite of management misleading shareholders about written 
consent. Management failed to mention that with written consent it would take 67% of the shares 
that vote at the annual meeting to approve an item. It would be hopeless to think that the shares 
that do not have time to vote at the annual meeting would have time to take the special 
procedural steps to act by written consent. 

Plus management failed to acknowledge that written consent can be structured so that all 
shareholders receive ample notice. · 

When reading the management statement next to this 2022 proposal please remember that there 
is a formal process to root out any ,inaccurate shareholder text in a shareholder proposal but there 
is no formal process to root out misleading management text next to a shareholder proposal. 

To help make up for our lack of a.'right to act by written consent we need the right of 10% of 
shares to call for a special shareholder meeting. 

Please vote yes: 
Special Shareholder Meeting Improvement - Proposal 4 

[The line above - Is for publication. Please assign the correct proposal number in the 2 places.] · 



JOHN CHEVEDDEN 

.January 30, 2022 

Office of Chief Counsel 
Division of Corporation Finance 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
100 F Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20549 

# 2 Rule 14a-8 Proposal 
Air Transport Services Group, Inc. (A TSG) 
Special Shareholder Meeting 
John Chevedden 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

This is in regard to the January 21, 2022 no-action request. 

This no action request is based on The AES Corporation (December 19, 2017). AES was 
decided in 2 weeks without waiting for a proponent rebuttal. Plus AES seems to violate Staff 
Legal Bulletin No. 14H as noted below. And SLB No.14H was dated only 2-years prior. 

In 2018 the Staff said that there,was a sense that the market was disciplining companies 
that engage in these status quo ratification proposals like AES. The Staff said that if this 
gamesmanship and negation of the rule 14a-8 proposal process became widespread and 
seriously started to undermine the entii:e shareholder proposal process, the Staff might 
have to revisit this approach. 

The unfortunate logical conclusion of AES is to make any rule 14a-8 proposal potentially 
moot. According to AES all a company needs to do is to give shareholders the opportunity to 
vote on a ratification of the status quo regarding the topic of a just submitted rule 14a-8 
proposal and any proposal can then be excluded. 

The AES precede_nt appears to allow management to exclude proposals by simply offering a 
proposal to ratify the status quo in a kneejerk response to receiving a rule 14a-8 proposal. 

AES and the current proposal imply that the management proposal was primarily intended to 
"conflict-out" a just submitted shareholder proposal. 

'fhe influence of AES can be under the radar of no action requests because the mere 
citing of AES can trigger a proponent, especially an inexperienced proponent, to . 
withdraw a just submitted rule 14a-8 proposal. And th.e verbal threat of a no action 
request management response is facilitated by the new: rule that a proponent must offer 
~anagement a meeting. Citing AES can be a means to kill new proponents in the crib. 

Ratification of the status quo irt lieu of a shareholder' s proposal, besides being unnecessary, 
i;neans that shareholders only get to hear one side of an issue. · Although a Staff requirement 
for the proxy statement to mention the excluded proposal may help inform investors, such an 
approach may undermine the rights and logic of shareholders being able to request specific 



reforms. Voting only on ratification of an existing policy eliminates the opportunity to debate 
the merits of a shareholder propo~ed change. As a precedent and invitation_tp additional 
corporate gamesmanship, this is highly problematic. 

There is no conflict because shareholders can vote for both proposals because both proposals 
call for maintaining the shareholder right to call for a special shareholder meeting - although 
specifying different stock ownership thresholds. This is similar to the following example in 
Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14H involving different stock ownership thresholds. 

Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14H states: 
"For example, if a company does not allow shareholder nominees to be included in the 
company's proxy statement, a 'shareholder proposal that would permitashareholder or group 
of shareholders holding at least 3% of the company's outstanding stock for at least 3 years to 
nominate up to 20% of the directors would not be excludable if a management proposal 
would allow shareholders holding at least 5% of the company's stockfor at least 5 years to 
nominate for inclusion in the .company's proxy statement 10% of the directors. This is 
because both proposals generally seek a similar objective,,t9 give shareholders the ability to 
include their nominees for director alongside management's nominees in theproxy .statement, 
and the proposals do not present shareholders with conflicting decisions such that a 
reasonable shareholder could not logically vote in favor of both proposals:'' 

With both proposals in the proxy shareholders benefit by having more information on the 
proposal topic. 

Sincerely, 

----
~ 

cc: W. Joseph Payne 



JOHN CHEVEDDEN 

F,ebruary 8, 2022 

Office of Chief Counsel 
Division of Corporation Finance 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
100 F Street, NE 
Washington, DC 205_49 

# 3 Rule 14a-8 ~roposal 
Air Transport Services Group, Inc. (ATSG) 
Special Shareholder Meeting 
and Purported Duplicate Canceling Management Proposal 
John Chevedden 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

This is in regard to the January 21, 2022 no-action request. 

This no action request is based on The AES Corporation (December 19, 2017). AES was 
decided in 2 weeks without waiting for a proponent rebuttal. Plus AES seems to violate Staff 
Legal Bulletin No. 14H as noted below. And SLB No. 14H was dated only 2-years prior. 

In 2018 the Staff said that there was a sense that the market was disciplining companies that 
engage in these status quo ratification proposals like AES. The Staff said that if this 
gamesmanship and negation of the rule 14a-8 proposal process became widespread and 
seriously started to undermine the entire shareholder proposal process, the Staff might have 
t~ revis_it this approach. ' 

The unfortunate logical conclusion of AES is to make any rule 14a-8 proposal potentially 
moot. According to AES all a company needs to do is to give shareholders the opportunity to 
vote on a ratification of the status quo regarding the topic of a just submitted rule 14a-8 
proposal and a:qy proposal can then be excluded. 

The AES precedent appears to allow management to exclude proposals by simply offering a 
proposal to ratify the status quo in a kneejerk response to receiving a rule 14a-8 proposal. 

AES and the current proposal imply that the management proposal was primarily intended to 
"conflict-out" a just submitted shareholder proposal. 

The influence of AES can be under the radar of no action requests because the mere citing of 
AES can trigger a proponent, especially an fnexperienced proponent, to withdraw a just 
submitted rule 14a-8 proposal. And the verbal threat of a no action request management 
response is facilitated by the new ;rule that a proponent must offer management a meeting. 
<:::iting AES can be a means to kilf new proponents in the crib. 

My experience with more tha:U 50 telephone meetings under the Iiew revised rules with 
companies is that companies are adept at surprising a proponent with information 

! 



which on the surface seems irrefutable and then asking for a quick decision on proposal 
withdrawal. 

If a company bas the power to submit a duplicate canceling proposal it may not even 
need. to follow through with its threat of a duplicate canceling proposal because the 
proponent has already withdrawn his proposal. 

If the proponent has the diligence to check whether management followed through with 
its threat for a duplicate canceUng proposal then management can simply brush it off 
by saying that its shareholder engagement found no interest in the topic of the rule 14a-
8 proposal ai:td the duplicate canceling proposal. 

Ratification of the status quo in lieu of a shareholder's proposal, besides being unnecessary, 
means that shareholders only get to hear one side of an issue. Although a Staff requirement 
for the proxy statement to mentio.n the excluded proposal may help inform investors, such an 
approach may undermine the rights and logic of shareholders being able to request specific 
reforms. Voting only on ratification of an existing policy eliminates the opportunity to debate 
the merits of a shareholder proposed change. As a precedent and invitation to additional 
corporate gamesmanship, this is highly problematic. 

There is no conflict because shareholders can.vote for both proposals because both proposals 
call for maintaining the shareholder right to call for a special shareholder meeting - although 
~pecifying different stock ownership thresholds. This is similar to the following example in 
Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14H involving different stock ownership thresholds. 

Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14H states: 
''For example, if a company does not allow shareholder nominees to be iricluded in the 
company's proxy statement, a shareholder proposal that would permit a shareholder or group 
of shareholders holding at least 3 % of the company's outstanding stock for at least 3 years to 
nominate up to 20% of the directors would not be excludable if a management proposal 
would allow shareholders holding at least 5% of the company's stock for at least 5 years to 
nominate for inclusion in the company's proxy statement 10% of the directors. This is 
because both proposals generally seek a similar objective, to give shareholders the ability to 
include their nominees for director alongside management's nominees in the proxy statement, 
and the proposals do not present shareholders with conflicting decisions such that a 
reasonable shareholder could not logically vote in favor of both proposals." 

With both proposals in the proxy shareholders benefit by having more information on the 
proposal topic. •'· · 

Sincerely, 
. . .. 

,. ·.· ~ . . 

· .· Chevedden . ·· 
. . 

cc: W. Joseph Payne 



JOHN CHEVEDDEN 

February 8, 2022 

Office of Chief Counsel 
Division of Corporation Financ~ 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
100 F Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20549 

# 4 Rule 14a-.~ Proposal 
Air Transport Services Group, I,ic. (ATSG) 
Special Shareholder Meeting , · 
and Purported Duplicate Canceling Management Proposal 
John Chevedden 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

This is in regard to the January 21, 2022 no-action request. 

Attached is a letter from the Co,uncil oflnstitutional Investors objecting to another company 
that was copying the AES example. Additionally the Council sent a letter to the Securities 
and Exchange Commission in January 2018 objecting to the AES example. 

Sincerely, 

~.c.U 
~ : '' 

cc: W. Joseph Payne 



• 
• , 'council of Institutional Investors® 

The voice of corporate governance 

Via Email 

February 22, 2018 

Ann Fritz Hackett 
Lead Independent Director and Chair, Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee 
c/o Corporate Secretary's Office 
Capital One Financial Corporation 
1680 Capital One Drive 
McLean, Virginia 22102 

Dear Ms. Hackett: 

I am writing on behalf of the Council of Institutional Investors (CII) to request that the company 
withdraw a management proposal to ratify existing bylaw language on shareholder right to call special 
meetings, and instead let a vote proceed on a non-binding shareholder proposal asking the board to reduce 
the threshold to 10% of shares, from the present 25%. 

CII is a nonprofit, nonpartisan association of public, corporate and union employee benefit funds, other 
employee benefit plans, state and local entities charged with investing public assets, and foundations and 
endowments with combined assets under management exceeding $3 .5 trillion. Our member funds include 
major long-term shareowners with a duty to protect the retirement savings of millions of workers and 
their families. Our associate members include a range of asset managers with more than $25 trillion in 
assets under management. 1 

Capital One on February 21 received a response from the SEC staff to a letter from counsel to Capital 
One asking the SEC staff to concur that it will take no action if the company excludes the shareholder 
proposal. As with some other companies, Capital One sought to exclude the shareholder proposal on the 
basis that the company would submit a management proposal, purportedly in conflict with the shareholder 
proposal, asking shareholders to ratify the current bylaw. 

The SEC staff said it would concur with omission of the shareholder proposal ( and not recommend 
enforcement action should that take place) IF Capital One discloses in its proxy statement: 

• That the company has omitted a shareholder proposal to lower the ownership threshold for calling 
a special meeting 

• That the company believes a vote in favor of ratification is tantamount to a vote against a 
proposal lowering the threshold 

• The impact on the special meeting threshold, if any, if ratification is not received, and 
• The company's expected course of action, if ratification is not received. 

In a January letter to the SEC, CII objected to an SEC no-action response to~at simply concurred 
with 0ID1ss1on o a snm ar proposal, where that company also used a management "ratification" proposal 

1 For more information about the Council of Institutional Investors ("CII"), including its members, please visit CII's 
website at http://www.cii.org/members. · 

1717 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW I Suite 350 I Washington. DC 20006 I Main · I Fax I www.cii.org 



February 22, 2018 
Page 2 of2 

to block consideration of the shareholder proposal. We viewed AES as playing games in order to prevent 
a straightforward vote on a shareholder proposal that typically gets strong shareholder support, and 
sometimes passes. 2 · 

We were gratified that the SEC staff apparently has adjusted its guidance for this type of situation. 
However, we believe it would have been better for the SEC simply to have declined to agree with the 
company, encouraging a vote on the shareholder proposal. A vote on the shareholder proposal would be a 
more straightforward and useful expression of views on whether the company should reduce the special 
meeting threshold to 10%. 

We do believe that if both proposals appear in the proxy statement and are approved, it would be clear 
that shareholders support special meeting rights, and that they prefer that the threshold be reduced to 10%. 

However, the management proposal could muddy the waters, even with the stipulations as described by 
the SEC staff. We believe the board sought ratification of the existing bylaw at this time only to block a 
clear shareholder vote on a proposal to reduce the threshold. We suspect that some shareholders may not 
be clear that a vote for the management proposal is a vote against a reduced threshold, even if this is 
stated in the proxy statement as stipulated by the SEC staff. Thus, we do not believe that one could· 
reasonably conclude that the results of such a vote would reflect shareowner intent that a vote in favor of 
ratification "was a vote against a proposal lowering the threshold." 

We believe it would be more straightforward if the board withdraws its proposal, and permits a vote to go 
forward on the non-binding shareholder proposal. 

I would be glad to discuss this with you, another board member or a member of management. Thank you 
for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Ken Bertsch 
Executive Director 

Cc via email: 
John G. Finneran, Jr., Chief Risk Officer and Corporate Secretary, Capital One Financial Corp. 
Matt Cooper, General Counsel, Capital One Financial Corp. 
John Chevedden 

2 In 2016 to 2017, 34 shareholder proposals to U.S. companies requested boards to take action to reduce the 
threshold for calling special meetings, and the proposals received average support of 41 .6% of shares voted for or 
against, and median support of 42.1 %.2 Two of the proposals were approved by shareholders. 



V□ RYS 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP 
Legal Counsel 

Roger E. Lautzenhiser 
Direct Dial (513) 723-4091 
Direct Fax (513) 852-8490 
Email relautzenhis'll vorys.com 

VIA E-MAIL 

February 22, 2022 

U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 
Division of Corporation Finance 
Office of Chief Counsel 
100 F Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20549 

301 East Fourth Street, Suite 3500 
Great American Tower 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

513.723.4000 I www.vorys.com 

Founded 1909 

Re: Air Transport Services Group, Inc.--2022 Annual Meeting of 
Stockholders-Omission of Shareholder Proposal of Mr. John Chevedden 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

On January 22, 2022, we submitted, on behalf of our client, Air Transport 
Services Group, Inc., a Delaware corporation ("A TSG"), a request (the "Request") that the Staff 
of the Division of Corporation Finance of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission concur 
with ATSG's view that, for the reasons stated in the Request, ATSG may omit a shareholder 
proposal submitted by Mr. John Chevedden on December 16, 2021 from A TSG' s proxy 
materials for its 2022 annual meeting of stockholders (the "2022 Annual Meeting"). ATSG 
requested the staffs concun-ence that it was permitted to exclude Mr. Chevedden's proposal 
because the Board of ATSG (the "Board") would be submitting a proposal at the 2022 Annual 
Meeting (the "ATSG Board Proposal") that would conflict with Mr. Chevedden's proposal. 

The Request indicated that the Board would take formal action on the A TSG 
Board Proposal at a meeting scheduled in February. The purpose of this letter is to advise you 
that the Board has met and decided that it will not submit the A TSG Board Proposal to the 
ATSG stockholders at the 2022 Annual Meeting and that Mr. Chevedden's proposal will be 
included in the proxy materials for the 2022 Annual Meeting. We are therefore withdrawing the 
Request on behalf of ATSG. 

We thank you for your time and attention on this matter. 

Ohio I Washington, D.C. I Texas I Pennsylvania I California 



V□ RYS 
Legal Counsel 

U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 
February 22, 2022 
Page 2 

REL/rel 

Cc: W. Joseph Payne, Chief Legal Officer 
Air Transpo1i Services Group, Inc. 

Mr. John Chevedden 

Ve?ty ly yoursda, 

,t [. 
\ 

Roger E. Lautzenhiser 




