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Re: Section 1502 of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act
Dear Chairman Schapiro: -

I am writing to encourage the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) to keep in mind
the impact of any regulation on our country’s small- and mid-sized manufacturers as it considers
appropriate regulation of the conflict minerals provision of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and
Consumer Protection Act.

Tungsten, a conflict mineral, is vital to the nation’s manufacturing supply chain. Due to a
number of factors, including global economics and the growing cost of mined tungsten, many
manufacturers have identified an alternative, more environmentally responsible source — recycled
scrap. The use of recycled scrap presents a myriad of opportunities; however, tracing the original
source of it poses significant challenges.

In its proposed rule, the SEC recognized the difficulty of tracking the lifecycle of scrap and,
as a result, categorized conflict minerals from a recycled or scrap source as Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) conflict-free. While the SEC noted that this alternative approach was “consistent with
the Conflict Minerals provision because issuers purchasing conflict minerals from recycled or scrap
sources would not implicate the concerns of the provision,” there is concern that the final rule will
impose burdensome auditing requirements for recycled scrap.

As it prepares to issue a final rule, I respectfully request that the SEC provide clarity and
certainty to manufacturers across the country and exempt conflict minerals from a recycled or scrap
source as DRC conflict-free.

[ appreciate your time and consideration.
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