REPUBLIQUE DU BURUNDI Bujumbura, le .2/ ~/...3.._n011

MINISTERE DE L'ENERGIE
ET DES MINES

CABINET DU MINISTRE
N/Réf : T60/CAB /.1 220

To The Honorable Mary L. Schapiro
Chairman U.S. Securities

and Exhange Commission

100 F StreetNE

Washington, DC 20549 USA

By email to:rule-comments@sec.gov

Dear Chairman Schapiro,

COMMENTS RELATING TO DODD FRANK SECTION 1502 CONFLICT MINERAL
LEGISLATIONProposed Rule Release No. 34-63547;File No. $7-40-10

The Government of Burundi wishes to express our serious concerns regarding the potential
impacts that the US Congress legislation on ‘conflict minerals’will have on export potential
from our mineral sector.

I understand that the conflict minerais legislation does not require US reporting companies to
stop buying from the DRC, or countries surrounding the DRC such as Burundi, but that are
the effect that we believe will occur, not least due to the imposition of traceability targets by
electronic group associations EICC and GeSi on international smelters.

The mining sector in Burundi has many artisanal workers who depend on the business sector
for their livelihood. We are deeply concerned over the potential impact on those workers and
their dependents and ask you to fully consider those facts, and the overall impact in all
African nations of the rules which you are due to shortly implement.

yours Sincerely
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Mike Loch, GeSI (Michael.loch@motola.com)
(jerry.mevers(@intel.com)

Kay Nimmo, ITRI(kay.nimmo(@itri.co.uk)
Richard Burt T.1.C. (gravita@cogeco.ca)
Keren Hayes, PACT(KHyes@pactworld.org)
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