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To Secretary Countryman: 

Asemployeesofthe Ohio publicschoolsystem,both my husband and I work hard tosavefor 

ourfuturethrough our401Kinvestmentfund accounts as wellasthe pensionswe will receive 
through the Ohio PublicEmployees RetirementSystem(OPERS).Weare notfinancial experts, 
so wetrustthatthosecharged with managingour401Ksand pensionfundsare helping grow 
these investmentsfor retirement. 

That's why I was upsetwhen I learned exactly how proxy advisoryfirms,which providefinancial 
and investmentadviceto variousfunds,are misusingtheirinfluenceto advance political and 
social objectives ratherthan making recommendationsthat will actually help grow investment 
and pension accounts.This behavior warrantsfurther actionfrom theSECand I am pleased that 
the Commission is investigatingthis matter. 

Proxy advisors are notshythatthey provide investmentadvice based on political orsocial 
issues.In ^ct,oneofthetwofirmsthatdominatethe marketplace produces multiple reports 
based on a variety ofunnecessary premises like socially responsible investing,faith-based 
investing,and sustainability investing.Whilethese mightbeimportantissuesforsome 
individuals,how can afund,made up ofinvestmentsfrom thousandsofindividuals who harbor 
thousandsofvarying different political or cultural views,make decisions with our moneythat 
isn't based on producingthe greatestreturn. 

Additionally,nothing precludesthese proxy advisorsfrom taking moneyfrom fund managerson 
proxyissues while alsotaking moneyfrom corporationsto helpthem attain friendly 
recommendations.Thesefirmsare working both endsofthe marketand who'stosay who's 
bestinterest is truly being considered.Greater accountability and oversight mustbe 
considered. 

Please help bringsome much-needed accountabilityand oversighttothe proxy advisory 
industryto helpsecureth^nandalsustainability of millionsofhardworking Americans like me. 


