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OATH OR AFFIRMATION

1, Kelly O'Hara , swear (or affirm) that, to the best of

my knowledge and belief the accompanying financial statement and supporting schedules pertaining to the firm of

Berthel Fisher & Company Financial Services, Inc. , as
of December 31 \ 2015 , are true and correct. I further swear (or affirm) that

neither the company nor any partner, proprietor, principal officer or director has any proprietary interest in any account

classified solely as that of a customer, except as follows:
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Notary Public
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his report ** contains (check all applicable boxes):

(a) Facing Page.

(b) Statement of Financial Condition.

(c) Statement of Income (Loss).

(d) Statement of Changes in Financial Condition.

(e) Statement of Changes in Stockholders™ Equity or Partners’ or Sole Proprietors’ Capital.

(f) Statement of Changes in Liabilities Subordinated to Claims of Creditors.

(g) Computation of Net Capital.

(h) Computation for Determination of Reserve Requirements Pursuant to Rule 15¢3-3.

(i) Information Relating to the Possession or Control Requirements Under Rule 15¢3-3.

(i) A Reconciliation, including appropriate explanation of the Computation of Net Capital Under Rule 15¢3-1 and the
Computation for Determination of the Reserve Requirements Under Exhibit A of Rule 15¢3-3.

(k) A Reconciliation between the audited and unaudited Statements of Financial Condition with respect to methods of
consolidation.

(1) An Oath or Affirmation.

(m) A copy of the SIPC Supplemental Report. (Bound under separate cover)

(n) Areportdescribing any material inadequacies found to exist or found to have existed since the date of the previous audit.

(0) Independent auditor's report on internal control

For conditions of confidential treatment of certain portions of this filing, see section 240.17a-5(e)(3).
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Berthel Fisher & Company
Financial Services, Inc.

(A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of
Berthel Fisher & Company)

Financial Report
December 31, 2015

This report is deemed PUBLIC in accordance with Rule 17a-5(e)(3) under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and Regulation
1.10(g) under the Commodity Exchange Act.
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Report of Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm

To the Board of Directors and Stockholder
Berthel Fisher & Company Financial Services, Inc.
Cedar Rapids, lowa

We have audited the accompanying statement of financial condition of Berthel Fisher & Company
Financial Services, Inc. (the Company) as of December 31, 2015, and the related notes to the financial
statement (the financial statement). This financial statement is the responsibility of the Company's
management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on this financial statement based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with the standards of the Public Company Accounting Oversight
Board (United States). Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the financial statement is free of material misstatement. Our audit included
consideration of internal control over financial reporting as a basis for designing audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of
the Company’s internal control over financial reporting. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit
also includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the
financial statement, assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit
provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.

In our opinion, the financial statement referred to above presents fairly, in all material respects, the

financial position of Berthel Fisher & Company Financial Services, Inc. as of December 31, 2015, in
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States.

Espm., VS LLP

Cedar Rapids, lowa
February 25, 2016

THE POWER OF BEING UNDERSTOOD
AUDIT | TAX | CONSULTING

RSMUSLLP s the U.S. member firm of RSM Internationad, 3 global network of independent audit, tax, and consulting firms, Visit rsmus.com/atzoutus for more infermmation regarding RSMUSLLP and
RSMinternational.



Berthel Fisher & Company Financial Services, Inc.
(A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of Berthel Fisher & Company)

Statement of Financial Condition
December 31, 2015

Assets
Cash and cash equivalents $ 3,377,152
Deposit with clearing broker 100,000
Due from clearing broker 554,911
Commissions receivable 430,455
Other receivables, including income tax receivable from parent company 940,384
Short-term investments 250,000
Investments in securities:
Marketable, at fair value 71,296
Not readily marketable, at estimated fair value, cost of $142,700 4,775
Notes receivable 109,195
Property and equipment 208,924
Other assets 69,230
Goodwill 3,880,029
$ 9,996,351
Liabilities and Stockholder's Equity
Liabilities:
Commissions payable $ 1,660,033
Accounts payable and other accrued expenses 890,426
Deferred income tax liability, parent company 673,000
Total liabilities 3,223,459
Commitments and contingencies (Note 9)
Stockholder's equity:
Common stock, no par value; authorized 250,000 shares;
issued and outstanding 195,069 shares 2,821,148
Series A cumulative, convertible preferred stock, no par, authorized
50,000 shares; issued and outstanding 4,182 shares 300,142
Additional paid-in capital 5,077,892
Retained eamings (1,426,290)
Total stockholder's equity 6,772,892
$ 9,996,351

See Notes to Statement of Financial Condition.




Berthel Fisher & Company
Financial Services, Inc.
(A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of Berthel Fisher & Company)

Notes to Statement of Financial Condition

Note 1.  Nature of Business and Significant Accounting Policies

Nature of business:

Berthel Fisher & Company Financial Services, Inc. (Company) is a wholly owned subsidiary of Berthel
Fisher & Company (Parent). The Company is a broker-dealer registered with the Securities and
Exchange Commission, a member of the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority and also registered as
an introducing broker with the Nationa! Futures Association. The Company is a securities broker-dealer
and a registered investment advisor that sells various securities such as equity, fixed income, mutual
funds, insurance and direct investment products.

The Company operates under the provisions of Paragraph (k)(2)(ii) of Rule 15¢3-3 of The Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 and, accordingly, is exempt from the remaining provisions of the Rule. Essentially,
the requirements of Paragraph (k)(2)(ii) provide that the Company clear all transactions on behalf of
customers on a fully disclosed basis with a clearing broker-dealer and promptly transmit all customer
funds and securities to the clearing broker-dealer. The clearing broker-dealer carries all of the accounts of
the customers and maintains and preserves ali related books and records as are customarily kept by a
clearing broker-dealer.

Significant accounting policies:
Cash and cash equivalents: The Company considers all highly liquid investments purchased with an

original maturity of three months or less to be cash equivalents. Cash and cash equivalents include
cash held by clearing brokers of $309,021 as of December 31, 2015.

Deposit with clearing broker: The Company is required to hold an introducing firm deposit in the name
of the Company with its clearing firm per the terms of the clearing agreement.

Receivables: Receivables from clearing broker and commissions receivable primarily consists of
commission and transaction-related receivables.

Use of estimates: The preparation of financial statements, in conformity with generally accepted
accounting principles in the United States of America, requires management to make estimates and
assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent
assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and
expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. Significant
estimates include the valuation of not readily marketable securities, goodwill impairment testing and the
determination of litigation accruals.

Investments in securities: Investments in securities consist primarily of marketable equity securities.
Security transactions are recorded on a frade date basis. Interest income is accrued as earned and
dividend income is recognized on the ex-dividend date.

In accordance with accounting practices for broker-dealers, marketable securities are valued at fair
value and securities not readily marketable are valued at estimated fair value, as determined by the
Board of Directors. The resulting difference between cost and fair value is included in the statement of
operations as unrealized gain and loss. Realized gains and losses are recognized using the specific-
identification method.

Notes receivable: From time to time, the Company provides forgivable loans to certain registered
representatives primarily for recruiting and retention purposes, including assisting new registered
representatives in transition costs incurred moving client accounts to the Company. These loans are
recorded at face value at the time the loan is made.



Berthel Fisher & Company
Financial Services, Inc.
(A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of Berthel Fisher & Company)

Notes to Statement of Financial Condition

Note 1. Nature of Business and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

These loans do not bear interest and will be amortized over two to five years from the approval date. In
the event a representative’s affiliation terminates prior to the term of the note, the representative is
required to repay the balance of the note. Forgivable loans totaled $158,078 as of December 31, 2015.
Other notes receivable consists of a single note valued at $1,630 and is scheduled for repayment in
January of 2016. Management’s estimate of the allowance is based on the status of the
representative’s affiliation with the Company, including the representative’s payment history. As of
December 31, 2015, there is no allowance for uncollectible accounts associated with this receivable.

Goodwill: The Company is required to assess goodwili for impairment annually, or more frequently if
circumstances indicate impairment may have occurred. Management performs goodwill testing in the
4" quarter of each year. Using a quantitative approach, management determined that as of December
31, 2015, there was no impairment.

Income taxes: The Company is included in the consolidated federal income tax return filed by the
Parent. Federal income taxes are calculated as if the Company filed on a separate return basis, as the
amount of current tax or benefit calculated is either remitted to or received from the Parent. The
amount of current and deferred taxes payable or refundable is recognized as of the date of the financial
statements, utilizing currently enacted tax laws and rates. Deferred tax expenses or benefits are
recognized in the financial statements for changes in deferred tax liabilities or assets between years.

Deferred taxes are provided on a liability method whereby deferred tax assets are recognized for
deductible temporary differences and operating loss and tax credit carryforwards and deferred liabilities
are recognized for taxable temporary differences. Temporary differences are the differences between
the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and their tax bases. Deferred tax assets are reduced by a
valuation allowance when, in the opinion of management, it is more likely than not that some portion or
all of the deferred tax assets will not be realized. Deferred tax assets and liabilities are adjusted for the
effects of changes in tax laws and rates on the date of enactment.

When tax returns are filed, it is highly certain that some positions taken would be sustained upon
examination by the taxing authorities, while others are subject to uncertainty about the merits of the
position taken or the amount of the position that would be ultimately sustained. The benefit of a tax
position is recognized in the financial statements in the period during which, based on all available
evidence, management believes it is more likely than not that the position will be sustained upon
examination, including the resolution of appeals or litigation processes, if any. As of and for the year
ended December 31, 2015, the entity had no material uncertain tax positions that are required to be
recorded.

Property and equipment: Property and equipment is stated at cost less allowances for depreciation.
For financial reporting purposes, depreciation is computed by the straight-line method over the
estimated useful lives. The Company uses accelerated methods in computing depreciation for income
tax purposes.

Common stock: In the ordinary course of business, the Parent of the Company will enter into financing
agreements requiring it to pledge the Company’s common stock as collateral.

Revenue recognition: Commission revenue and related expenses are recorded on a trade date basis.
Income from underwriting and fees are typically earned in accordance with the fee agreement. Other
revenues consist of technology and other fees that are typically earned in accordance with agreements
with registered representatives and correspondent brokers as well as annual seminar fees.




Berthel Fisher & Company
Financial Services, Inc.
(A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of Berthel Fisher & Company)

Notes to Statement of Financial Condition

Note 1. Nature of Business and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

Fair value measurements: The Fair Value Measurements Topic of the FASB Codification applies to all
assets and liabilities that are measured and reported on a fair value basis. The fair value hierarchy
gives the highest priority to quoted prices in active markets for identical assets or liabilities (level 1) and
the lowest priority to unobservable inputs (level 3). Inputs are broadly defined under this topic as
assumptions market participants would use in pricing an asset or liability. The three levels of the fair
value hierarchy under this topic are described below:

Level 1 Unadjusted quoted prices in active markets for identical assets or liabilities that the reporting
entity has the ability to access at the measurement date. The type of investments included in
level 1 includes listed equities and listed derivatives.

Level 2 Inputs other than quoted prices within level 1 that are observable for the asset or liability, either
directly or indirectly; and fair value is determined through the use of models or other valuation
methodologies. Investments which are generally included in this category include corporate
bonds and loans, less liquid and restricted equity securities and certain over-the-counter
derivatives. A significant adjustment to a level 2 input could result in the level 2 measurement
becoming a level 3 measurement.

Level 3 Inputs are unobservable for the asset or liability and include situations where there is little, if
any, market activity for the asset or liability. The inputs into the determination of fair value are
based upon the best information in the circumstances and may require significant management
judgment or estimation. Investments that are included in this category generally include equity
and debt positions in private companies.

In certain cases, the inputs used to measure fair value may fall into different levels of the fair value
hierarchy. In such cases, an investment's level within the fair value hierarchy is based on the lowest
level of input that is significant to the fair value measurement. The Company's assessment of the
significance of a particular input to the fair value measurement in its entirety requires judgment, and
considers factors specific to the investment. The following section describes the valuation techniques
used by the Company to measure different financial instruments at fair value and includes the level
within the fair value hierarchy in which the financial instrument is categorized.

Investments in securities traded on a national securities exchange are stated at the last reported sales
price on the day of valuation. These financial instruments are classified as level 1 in the fair value
hierarchy.

Money market funds are stated at the net asset value (NAV) per share of the fund. The NAV is
primarily determined based on the underlying assets and liabilities held in the fund. These financial
instruments are classified as level 2 in the fair value hierarchy.

Not readily marketable investments owned by the Company consist of equity securities and warrants of
U.S. based companies in industries such as information management products and services and
wireless communications. Restricted securities and other securities for which quotations are not readily
available are valued at fair value as determined by the Board of Directors. In determining fair value for
securities not readily marketable, investments are initially stated at cost until significant subsequent
events require a change in valuation.

Among the factors considered by the Board of Directors in determining the fair value of investments are
the cost of the investment, developments since the acquisition of the investment, the sale price of
recently issued securities, the financial condition and operating results of the issuer, the long-term



Berthel Fisher & Company
Financial Services, Inc.
(A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of Berthel Fisher & Company)

Notes to Statement of Financial Condition

Note 1. Nature of Business and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

business potential of the issuer, the quoted market price of securities with similar quality and vield that are
publicly traded and other factors generally pertinent to the valuation of investments. The Board of
Directors, in making its evaluation, has relied on financial data of investees provided by management of
the investee companies. Accordingly, the estimated fair values may differ significantly from the values
that would have been used had a ready market existed for these investments. The fair value of the
Company's not readily marketable investments generally represents the amount the Company would
expect to receive if it were to liquidate its investment. These financial instruments are classified in Level 3
of the fair value hierarchy.

There have been no changes in valuation techniques used for any assets measured at fair value during
the year ended December 31, 2015.

Accrued litigation contingencies: The Company considers the following factors in determining whether
accrual and/or disclosure of litigation contingencies should be made to the financial statement: 1) the

date of occurrence for the cause of action, 2) the degree of probability of an unfavorable outcome and
3) the ability to reasonably estimate the amount of the loss.

Recent Accounting Pronouncements:_In May 2014, the FASB issued ASU 2014-09, Revenue from
Contracts with Customers. This standard outlines a single comprehensive model for entities to use in
accounting for revenue arising from contracts with customers and supersedes most current revenue
recognition guidance, including industry-specific guidance. In addition, the ASU provides guidance on
accounting for certain revenue-related costs including when to capitalize costs associated with obtaining
and fulfilling a contract. ASU 2014-09 provides companies with two implementation methods.
Companies can choose to apply the standard retrospectively to each prior period presented (full
retrospective application) or retrospectively with the cumulative effect of initially applying the standard as
an adjustment to the opening balance of retained earnings of the annual reporting period that includes the
date of initial application (modified retrospective application). In July, the FASB approved a proposal
deferring the effective date of the new accounting guidance related to revenue recognition by one year to
December 15, 2018 for annual reporting periods beginning after the at date. The FASB also proposed
permitting early adoption of the standard, but not before December 15, 2016. The Company is in the
process of evaluating this new guidance.

Subsequent events: The Company has evaluated subsequent events for potential recognition and/or
disclosure through the date these financial statements were issued, noting none.

Note 2. Related Party Transactions

The Company enters into various transactions and arrangements with its Parent and affiliated companies.
As of December 31, 2015, other receivables include an income tax receivable from the Company’s Parent
for $212,184.

As of December 31, 2015, the Company recorded a payable to affiliates of $25,965 and a receivable from
affiliates of $32,290.

Note 3. Notes Receivable

Notes receivable as of December 31, 2015, consist of the following:

Various uncollateralized notes receivable due from brokers $ 159,708
Less amortization of forgivable notes (50,513)

$ 109,195
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Berthel Fisher & Company
Financial Services, Inc.
(A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of Berthel Fisher & Company)

Notes to Statement of Financial Condition

Note 4. Income Taxes

The results of the Company's operations are included in the consolidated tax returns of the Parent. The
entities included in the consolidated returns have adopted the policy of allocating income tax expense or
benefit based upon the pro rata contribution of taxabie operating income or losses. Generaily, this
allocation resuits in profitable companies recognizing a tax provision as if the individual company filed a
separate return and loss companies recognizing benefits to the extent their losses contribute to reduce
consolidated taxes. Deferred income taxes have been established by each member of the consolidated
group based upon the temporary differences within the entity.

Deferred taxes are provided on differences between financial reporting and income tax bases of
accounting. The differences arise primarily from differing methods used to account for the allowance for
doubtful accounts, accrued expenses and amortization of intangibles. The deferred income tax assets
(liabilities) consist of the following:

Gross deferred income tax assets $ 109,000
Gross deferred income tax liabilities (782,000)
Net deferred income tax liabilities $ (673,000

During the year ended December 31, 2015, the Company did not record a valuation allowance on the
deferred tax assets as management believes the full amount will ultimately be realized.

The Parent and Company file income tax returns in U.S. federal jurisdiction and various states as
necessary. With a few exceptions, the Parent and Company are no longer subject to U.S. federal, state
and local tax examinations by tax authorities for years before 2012,

Note 5. Property and Equipment

Property and equipment as of December 31, 2015 consists of the following:

Furniture and fixtures $ 882,955
Leasehold improvements 278,116
Development fees 292,132
Accumulated depreciation (1,244,279)
Property and equipment, net $ 208,924

Note 6. Series A Cumulative, Convertible Preferred Stock

The Board of Directors has authorized 50,000 shares of Series A cumulative, convertible preferred stock.
The preferred stock has preference in liquidation over the common stockholder. The shares earn a
cumulative six percent annual dividend. The dividends are payable from net profits of the Company and
will be paid before any dividends are paid to the common stockholder. Unpaid dividends will accrue in
arrears and become a liability of the Company if net profits are insufficient to pay the stockholder. The
Series A stockholder may convert each of its shares of preferred stock into one share of common stock of
the Company, as subject to adjustment, from time to time, in accordance with the agreement. The
Company, by resolution of the Board of Directors, at any time, may redeem any outstanding preferred
shares by paying the stockholder the consideration originally given plus all accrued and unpaid dividends.

Note 7. Net Capital Requirements

The Company is subject to The SEC Uniform Net Capital Rule (Rule 15¢3-1), which requires the
maintenance of a minimum amount of net capital and requires that the ratio of aggregate indebtedness to
net capital, both as defined, shall not exceed 15 to 1. Rule 15¢3-1 also provides that equity capital may
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Berthel Fisher & Company
Financial Services, Inc.
(A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of Berthel Fisher & Company)

Notes to Statement of Financial Condition

Note 7. Net Capital Requirements (Continued)

not be withdrawn or cash dividends paid if the resulting net capital ratio would exceed 10 to 1. The
Company is also subject to the CFTC’s minimum capital requirements under Regulation 1.17 of $45,000.
The Company’s minimum net capital amount is equal to the greater of its requirement under CFTC Reg
1.17 or Rule 15¢3-1. As of December 31, 2015, the Company had net capital of $1,728,558, calculated
under Rule 15¢3-1, which was $1,558,527 in excess of its required net capital of $170,031. The
Company'’s net capital ratio was 1.48 to 1.

In 2015, the Parent entered into a Forgivable Loan Agreement with the clearing broker, National Financial
Services. The agreement requires the Company maintain net capital in an amount that exceeds
$1,000,000.

Note 8. Profit Sharing Plan

Substantially all employees are covered by the Parent’s qualified profit sharing plan under Internal
Revenue Code Section 401(a), including a qualified cash or deferred arrangement under Section 401(k).
The 401(k) plan provides a 3% non-elective safe harbor employer contribution and a discretionary
matching contribution. Eligible employees receive 3% of qualifying compensation. The discretionary
matching contribution will not apply to deferrals exceeding 6% of eligible compensation. Each participant
may elect to defer compensation up to 60%.

Note 9. Commitments and Contingencies

The Company leases office facilities and certain equipment under various month-to-month operating
leases.

In the normal course of business, the Company has been named a defendant/respondent in or party to

pending and threatened legal actions, including arbitrations, class actions, and other litigation brought on
behalf of various claimants. Some of the claimants seek material and/or indeterminable amounts. Certain
of these actions and proceedings are based on alleged violations of securities laws, consumer protection
and other laws and may involve claims for substantial monetary damages asserted against the Company.

The Company recognizes a legal liability when management believes it is probable that a liability has
been incurred and the amount can be reasonably estimated. Conclusions on the likelihood that a liability
has been incurred and estimates as to the amount of the liability are based on consultations with General
Counsel of the Company who, when situations warrant, may engage and consult external counsel to
assist with the evaluation and handle certain matters. Legal fees for defense costs are expensed as
incurred. The Company will continue to identify legal actions where the Company believes a material loss
to be reasonably possible and reasonably estimable.

There can be no assurance that material losses will not be incurred from claims the Company has not yet
been notified of or are not yet determined to be probable or reasonably possible and reasonable to
estimate.

Management of the Company, after consultation with counsel and a review of available facts, believes the
Company has meritorious defenses and intends to vigorously defend itself against the legal actions
brought against the Company. Management believes the resolution of these various proceedings will
have no material adverse effect on the Company’s financial condition.

The Company maintains Errors and Omissions (E&O) insurance to protect itself from potential damages
and/or legal costs associated with certain litigation and arbitration proceedings and, as a result, in the



Berthel Fisher & Company
Financial Services, Inc.
(A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of Berthel Fisher & Company)

Notes to Statement of Financial Condition

Note 9. Commitments and Contingencies (Continued)

majority of cases, the Company's exposure is limited to applicable policy limitations, exclusions and
deductible levels based on products in any one case. If a claim is settled, and it is determined that the
settlement amount is due from the insurance carrier, the company records a receivable from the
insurance carrier and a payment to the claimant for the amount of the settlement. As of December 31,
2015, the Company recorded a $253,506 receivable from the insurance carrier with a payable for the
same amount to claimants.

Where available information indicates that it is probable that a liability has been incurred and the
Company can reasonably estimate the amount of that loss, the Company accrues the estimated loss by a
charge to net income. The Company accrued $181,494 relating for these matters. It is possible some of
the matters could require the Company to make additional payments or establish accruals in amounts
that could not be estimated and/or could exceed those accrued as of December 31, 2015.

The Company cannot reasonably estimate losses for legal actions that are in early stages of development
or where the plaintiffs seek indeterminate damages. Numerous issues may need to be resolved, including
lengthy discovery to determine important factual matters, and by addressing unsettied legal questions
relevant to the actions in question, before a loss or additional loss can be reasonably estimated. The
Company has received claims ranging from $50 thousand to $5 million. Management, in consultation
with counsel, has determined that material losses are not probable for these claims and whatever loss
may be incurred cannot be reasonably estimated at this time.

The Company also maintains a fidelity bond to protect itself from potential damages and/or legal costs
related to fraudulent activities pursuant to which the Company’s exposure is usually limited to the
deductible per case, subject to policy limitations and exclusions.

Note 10. Financial Instruments and Fair Value

Off-balance-sheet risk and concentration of credit risk;

Customer transactions are introduced fo and cleared through clearing brokers. Under the terms of its
clearing agreement, the Company is required to guarantee the performance of its customers, in meeting
contracted obligations. Such transactions may expose the Company to significant off-balance-sheet risk
in the event margin requirements are not sufficient to fully cover losses that customers may incur. In the
event the customer fails to satisfy its obligations, the Company may be required to purchase or sell
financial instruments at prevailing market prices to fulfill the customer’s obligations. In conjunction with the
clearing brokers, the Company seeks to control the risks associated with its customer activities by
requiring customers to maintain collateral in compliance with various regulatory and internal guidelines.
Compliance with the various guidefines is monitored daily and, pursuant to such guidelines, the
customers may be required to deposit additional collateral or reduce positions where necessary.

The Company does not anticipate nonperformance by customers or its clearing brokers. In addition, the
Company has a policy of reviewing, as considered necessary, the clearing broker with which it conducts
business.

The Company maintains its cash in bank deposit accounts which, at times, may exceed federally insured
limits. The Company has not experienced any losses in such accounts and believes it is not exposed to
any significant credit risk on cash and cash equivalents.



Berthel Fisher & Company
Financial Services, Inc.
(A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of Berthel Fisher & Company)

Notes to Statement of Financial Condition

Note 10. Financial Instruments and Fair Value (Continued)

Fair Value:

The following table presents the Company’s fair value hierarchy for those assets and liabilities measured
at fair value on a recurring basis as of December 31, 2015:
Fair Value Measurements Using

Quoted Prices in Significant Significant
Active Markets for Other Observable Unobservable
Identical Assets Inputs Inputs
Description (Level I) (Level 1) (Level 11}
Common stock $ 71,296 $ - % 4,775
' Money market fund, included in cash and 58,977
cash equivalents - 1,354,577 -
$ 130,273 $ 1,354,577 $ 4,775

Financial instruments classified as level 3 in the fair value hierarchy represent the Company’s
investments in financial instruments in which management has used at least one significant unobservable
input in the valuation model. The following table presents a reconciliation of activity for the level 3
financial instruments:

Balance, January 1, 2015 $ 4,787
Change in unrealized appreciation (12)
Balance, December 31, 2015 $ 4,775

There were no significant transfers of assets between levels 1, 2 and 3 of the fair value hierarchy during
the year ended December 31, 2015.

Note 11. Indemnifications

In the normal course of its business, the Company indemnifies and guarantees certain service providers,
such as clearing and custody agents, trustees and administrators, against specified potential losses in
connection with their acting as an agent of, or providing services to, the Company or its affiliates. The
Company also indemnifies some clients against potential losses incurred in the event specified third-party
service providers, including sub-custodians and third-party brokers, improperly execute transactions. The
maximum potential amount of future payments that the Company could be required to make under these
indemnifications cannot be estimated. However, the Company believes that it is unlikely it will have to
make material payments under these arrangements and has not recorded any contingent liability in the
financial statements for these indemnifications.

The Company provides representations and warranties to counterparties in connection with a variety of
commercial transactions and occasionally indemnifies them against potential losses caused by the
breach of those representations and warranties. The Company may also provide standard
indemnifications to some counterparties to protect them in the event additional taxes are owed or
payments are withheld, due either to a change in or adverse application of certain tax laws.

These indemnifications generally are standard contractual terms and are entered into in the normal
course of business. The maximum potential amount of future payments that the Company could be
required to make under these indemnifications cannot be estimated.

However, the Company believes that it is unlikely it will have to make material payments under these

arrangements and has not recorded any contingent liability in the financial statements for these
indemnifications.
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