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OATH OR AFFIRMATION
1, Anthony Graziano , swear {or affirm) that, to the best of
my knowledge and belief, the accompanying financial statements and supporting schedules pertaining to the firm of
Arete Research, LLC » 88
of March 31 ,20 15 » are true and correct. | further swear (or affirm)

that neither the company nor any partner, proprietor, principal officer, or director has any proprietary interest in any account
classified solely as that of a customer, except as follows:
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Notary Public COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

My Commission Explres
June 12, 2020

Facing page.

Statement of Financial Condition.

Statement of Income (Loss).

Statement of Cash Flows

Statement of Changes in Stockholders' Equity or Partners' or Sole Proprietor's Capital.

Statement of Changes in Liabilities Subordinated to Claims of General Creditors.

Computation of net capital for brokers and dealers pursuant to Rule 15¢3-1.

Computation for determination of reserve requirements pursuant to Rule 15¢3-3.

Information relating to the possession or control requirements for brokers and dealers under Rule 15¢3-3.

A reconciliation, including appropriate explanation, of the computation of net capital under Rule 15¢3-1 and the
computation for determination of the reserve requirements under exhibit A of Rule 15¢3-3.

A recongciliation between the audited and unaudited Statements of Financial Condition with respect to methods of
consolidation.

An oath or affirmation.
A copy of the Securities Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC) supplemental report.

A report describing any material inadequacies found to exist or found to have existed since the date of the previous aud
Independent Auditors’ Report on Internal Control.

Schedule of Segregation Requirements and Funds in Segregation - customer's regulated commodity futures account
pursuant to Rule 171-5

For conditions of confidential treatment of certain portions of this filing, see section 240.17a-5(e)(3).
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MBAF

MORRISON BROWN ARGIZ & FARRA, LLC

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS AND ADVISORS

REPORT OF INDEPENDENT REGISTERED PUBLIC ACCOUNTING FIRM

To the Member
Arete Research, LLC
(A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of Arete Research Services, LLP)

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Arete Research, LLC (the “Company”) (A Wholly-Owned
Subsidiary of Arete Research Services, LLP), which comprise the statement of financial condition as of March 31, 2015, and
the related statements of income, changes in member's equity, and cash flows for the fiscal year then ended that are filed
pursuant to Rule 17a-5 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, and the related notes to the financial statements and
supplemental information. Arete Research, LLC's management is responsible for these financial statements. Our responsibility
is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with the standards of the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (United States).
Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial
statements are free of material misstatement. The Company is not required to have, nor were we engaged to perform, an audit
of its internal control over financiat reporting. Our audit included consideration of internal control over financial reporting as a
basis for designing audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an
opinion on the effectiveness of the Company’s internal control over financial reporting. Accordingly, we express no such
opinion. An audit also includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the finangial
statements, assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating
the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Arete
Research, LLC as of March 31, 2015, and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the fiscal year then ended in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.

As discussed in Note 4 to the accompanying financial statements, the Company contracts exclusively with its Parent to provide
research services and back office support, and is fully dependent on its Parent for the research that the Company sells to third
parties. Due to the extensive nature of the transactions with the Parent, the Company’s financial condition, results of
operations and its cash flows as presented in the financial statements may vary significantly from those that would have
existed had the Company existed without such affiliation. Our opinion is not modified with respect to that matter.

The supplemental information in Schedule | and Il has been subjected to audit procedures performed in conjunction with the
audit of the Company's financial statements. The supplemental information is the responsibility of the Company’s
management. Our audit procedures included determining whether the supplemental information reconciles to the financial
statements or the underlying accounting and other records, as applicable, and performing procedures to test the completeness
and accuracy of the information presented in the supplemental information. In forming our opinion on the supplemental
information, we evaluated whether the supplemental information, including its form and content, is presented in conformity with
Rule 17a-5 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. In our opinion, the supplemental information is fairly stated, in all material
respects, in relation to the financial statements as a whole.

Ipuiden. Cown, %&W

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
May 29, 2015

An Independent Member of Baker Tilly International

MIAMI 1450 Brickell Avenue, 18th Floor. Miami FL. 33131 | T 305 373 5500 F 305 373 0056 | www.mbafcpa.com
FORT LAUDERDALE 301 East Las Olas Boulevard. 4" Floor. Fort Lauderdale FIL. 33301 | T 954 760 9000 F 954 760 4465



ARETE RESEARCH, L.LC
(A WHOLLY-OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF
ARETE RESEARCH SERVICES, LLP)

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL CONDITION
MARCH 31, 2015

ASSETS
Cash $ 850,064
Accounts receivable 315,983
Prepaid research expenses ~ related party 36,692
Other assets 12,399
Furniture and equipment, net 10.219
TOTAL ASSETS 81225357
LIABILITIES AND MEMBER’'S EQUITY
LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued expenses $ 470,541
Due to related parties 65,499
Deferred rent 4,084
Deferred income 104,119
Income taxes payable 5,205
Deferred income taxes 3,800
TOTAL LIABILITIES 653,248
COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES (NOTE 7)
MEMBER'S EQUITY 572,109
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND MEMBER'S EQUITY $ 1225357

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.



ARETE RESEARCH, LLC
(A WHOLLY-OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF
ARETE RESEARCH SERVICES, LLP)

STATEMENT OF INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2015

REVENUES:
Research fees
Interest income
TOTAL REVENUES
RESEARCH EXPENSES ~ RELATED PARTY

GROSS INCOME

GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES:

Payroll expenses and benefits
Professional fees

Travel and entertainment

Rent

Regulatory

Back office services - related party
Communication

Dues and subscriptions

Other

TOTAL GENERAL AND
ADMINSTRATIVE EXPENSES

NET INCOME BEFORE
INCOME TAX PROVISION

INCOME TAX PROVISION

NET INCOME

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

$ 6,088,660
343

6,089,003
3,836,889

2,252,114

1,660,204
111,682
60,438
48,500
30,067
6,000
19,424
67,720

23,478

2,027,513

224,601

93.000

£ 131601



ARETE RESEARCH, LLC
(A WHOLLY-OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF
ARETE RESEARCH SERVICES, LLP)

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN MEMBER’S EQUITY
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2015

MEMBER’S EQUITY - MARCH 31, 2014
NET INCOME
DISTRIBUTIONS TO MEMBER

MEMBER’S EQUITY — MARCH 31, 2015

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

-4-

$ 640,508
131,601
(200.000)

§ 572100



ARETE RESEARCH, LLC
(A WHOLLY-OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF
ARETE RESEARCH SERVICES, LLP)

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2015

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES:

Net income $ 131,601

Adjustments to reconcile net income to net cash provided by

operating activities:
Depreciation 3,128
Deferred rent (1,581)
Changes in operating assets and liabilities:

Accounts receivable (161,733)

Prepaid expenses (4,211)

Prepaid research expenses — related party 97,141

Accounts payable and accrued expenses (41,330)

Accrued income 104,119

Due to related party 65,499

Income taxes payable (69,924)

TOTAL ADJUSTMENTS (8.892)
NET CASH PROVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES 122,709
CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES:

Acquisition of furniture and equipment (3,381)
CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES:

Distributions to member (200,000)
NET DECREASE IN CASH (80,672)
CASH - BEGINNING OF YEAR 930,736
CASH - END OF YEAR s 850,064
SUPPLEMENTAL DISCLOSURE OF CASH FLOW INFORMATION:

Cash paid during the year for income taxes $ 163174

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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ARETE RESEARCH, LLC
(A WHOLLY-OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF
ARETE RESEARCH SERVICES, LLP)

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
MARCH 31, 2015

ORGANIZATION

Arete Research, LLC (the “Company”) is a Delaware limited liability company based in Boston, Massachusetts.
The Company was formed on June 20, 2003. The Company was organized to operate as a registered broker-
dealer in securities in the United States and provides research services on technology, telecom and solar
companies to fund managers in the United States. The Company has registered with the Securities and
Exchange Commission (“SEC") as a broker-dealer and is a member of the Financial Industry Regulatory
Authority (“FINRA").

The Company is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Arete Research Services, LLP (a limited liability partnership) (the
“Parent”) based in London, England. As discussed in Note 4, the Company contracts exclusively with its Parent to
provide research services and back office support, and is fully dependent on its Parent for the research that the
Company sells to third parties. Due to the extensive nature of the transactions with the Parent, the Company’s
financial condition, results of operations and its cash flows as presented in the financial statements may vary
significantly from those that would have existed had the Company existed without such affiliation.

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

Basis of Financial Statement Presentation

The accounting policies and reporting practices of the Company conform to the predominant practices in the
broker-dealer industry and are in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States
of America.

Government and Other Regulation

The Company'’s business is subject to significant regulation by various governmental agencies and self-regulatory
organizations, including the SEC and FINRA. Such regulation includes, among other things, periodic
examinations by these regulatory bodies to determine whether the Company is conducting and reporting its
operations in accordance with the applicable requirements of these organizations. As a registered broker dealer,
the Company is subject to the SEC’s net capital rule (Rule 15c3-1), which requires that the Company maintain a
minimum net capital, as defined.

Accounting Estimates

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United
States of America requires management to make estimates and assumptions that might affect certain reported
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements and accompanying notes during the reporting period.
Accordingly, actual results could differ from those estimates.

Accounts Receivable

Accounts receivable are customer obligations due in connection with research services performed in the normal
course of business. The Company performs continuing credit evaluations of its customers’ financial condition,
including review of the terms of credit, the amount of credit granted and management’s past history with a
customer to determine if any such amounts will potentially be uncollectible. The Company includes any accounts
receivable balances that are determined to be uncollectible, along with a general reserve, in its overall allowance
for doubtful accounts. After all attempts to collect a receivable have failed, the receivable is written off against the
allowance. Based on the information available, management does not deem that an allowance for doubtful
accounts is necessary as of March 31, 2015.

Recognition of Research Fee Revenue and Expenses

Research fee revenue is recorded as earned based on agreed-upon terms with the Company’s customers.
Research expenses are recorded when the related research services are performed by the Parent (NOTE 4).

-6-



ARETE RESEARCH, LLC
(A WHOLLY-OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF
ARETE RESEARCH SERVICES, LLP)

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
MARCH 31, 2015

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED)

Concentration of Credit Risk

Financial instruments, which potentially subject the Company to concentrations of credit risk, consist primarily of
cash maintained in financial institutions in excess of the FDIC insured limit of $250,000. The Company limits the
amount of credit risk exposure to any one financial institution. Although cash balances may exceed federally

insured limits at times during the year, the Company has not experienced and does not expect to incur any losses
in such accounts.

Income Taxes

The Company recognizes and measures tax positions taken or expected to be taken in its tax return based on
their technical merit and assesses the likelihood that the positions will be sustained upon examination based on
the facts, circumstances and information available at the end of each period. Interest and penalties on tax

liabilities, if any, would be recorded in interest expense and other general and administrative expense,
respectively.

Income taxes are accounted for under the asset and liability method. Deferred tax assets and liabilities are
recognized for the future tax consequences attributable to differences between the financial statement carrying
amounts of existing assets and liabilities and their respective tax bases and operating loss and tax credit
carryforwards. Deferred tax assets and liabilities are measured using enacted tax rates expected to apply to
taxable income in the years in which those temporary differences are expected to be recovered or settled. The
effect on deferred tax assets and liabilities of a change in tax rates is recognized in income in the period that
includes the enactment date (NOTE 6).

Furniture and Equipment, net

Furniture and equipment is carried at cost less accumulated depreciation. Depreciation is computed using the
straight-line method over the estimated useful lives of the assets. Useful lives of furniture and equipment are five
and three years, respectively. Repairs and maintenance are expensed as incurred and major improvements are
capitalized. For the year ended March 31, 2015, depreciation expense amounted to $3,128.

Deferred Rent

The Company recognizes rent expense on a straight line basis when a lease contains predetermined, fixed
escalations of minimum rentals. The difference between rent expense and the rental amount payable under the
leases are recorded as liabilities and are reported under “Deferred rent” in the accompanying statement of
financial condition. As of March 31, 2015, the balance of the deferred rent liability was $4,084.

Revenue from contracts and Customers

In May 2014, the Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) issued an accounting standard update which
affects the revenue recognition of entities that enter into either (1) certain contracts to transfer foods or services
to customers, or (2) certain contracts for the transfer of nonfinancial assets. The update indicates an entity
should recognize revenue in the amount that reflects the consideration the entity expects to be entitled to in
exchange for the goods and services transferred to the entity. The update is to be applied to the beginning of the
year of implementation or retrospectively and is effective for annual periods beginning after December 15, 2016
and in interim periods beginning after December 16, 2016. Early application is not permitted. The Company is
currently evaluating the effect the update will have on its financial statements.

Subsequent Events

The Company has evaluated subsequent events through May 29, 2015, which is the date the financial
statements were available to be issued.



ARETE RESEARCH, LLC
(A WHOLLY-OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF
ARETE RESEARCH SERVICES, LLP)

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
MARCH 31, 2015

NET CAPITAL REQUIREMENT

The Company is subject to the Securities and Exchange Commission’s Net Capital Rule (Rule 15¢3-1), which
requires that the Company maintain “Net Capital” equal to the greater of $5,000 or 6-2/3% of “Aggregate
Indebtedness”, as defined, and requires that the ratio of aggregate indebtedness to net capital shall not exceed
15 to 1. At March 31, 2015, the Company's “Net Capital” was $196,816 and the “Required Net Capital” was
$43,550. At March 31, 2015, the Company’s ratio of aggregate indebtedness to net capital was 3.3 to 1.

RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS

As of October 17, 2006, the Company entered into an agreement with the Parent with an effective date of
January 1, 2006. Per this agreement, the Parent will provide research facility, research report and back office
services to the Company. The Parent will charge the Company for an amount so that the Company’s annual
pretax profit margin before net interest income and after the research expenses equals ten percent of the
Company's gross income. For the year ended March 31, 2015, research and back office services expenses, as
computed under this agreement, were $3,836,889 and $6,000, respectively, and are included in the
accompanying statement of income under the captions research expenses and back office services — related
party. Additionally, certain sales made by the Parent to its customer base in the United States of America are
collected by the Company. As of March 31, 2015, the Company prepaid $36,692 of research service expenses to
the Parent which are included as prepaid research expenses - related party in the accompanying statement of

financial condition. As of March 31, 2015 the Company had amounts due to related parties totaling
approximately $65,000.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND ACCRUED EXPENSES

Accounts payable and accrued expenses consist of the following as of March 31, 2015:

Accounts payable $ 7,639
Professional and regulatory fees 38,655
Salaries 26,006
Commission and bonus 398,241

S 470541
INCOME TAX

The Company recognizes the amount of taxes payable or refundable for the current year and recognizes deferred
tax liabilities and assets for the expected future tax consequences of events and transactions that have been
recognized in the financial statements and tax returns.

The provision for income tax is as follows for the year ended March 31, 2015;

Current:
Federal $ 74,000
State 19.000
Income tax provision $ 93000

The deferred income tax liability at March 31, 2015 is mainly related to a temporary difference for depreciation in
furniture and equipment for tax reporting purposes. The Company's effective tax rate for the fiscal year ended
March 31, 2015 was 41% which differs from the federal statutory rate of 34%, as a result of the state taxes in
Massachusetts and New York.

-8-



ARETE RESEARCH, LLC
(A WHOLLY-OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF
ARETE RESEARCH SERVICES, LLP)

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
MARCH 31, 2015

INCOME TAX (CONTINUED)

The U.S. Federal jurisdiction, Massachusetts and New York are the major tax jurisdictions where the Company

files income tax returns. The Company is no longer subject to U.S. Federal or State examinations by tax
authorities for years before 2012.

COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES

Operating Lease

The Company leases its office space in Boston, Massachusetts under an agreement which provides for base rent
plus a proportionate share of the operating expenses applicable to the building. The lease for the office space
expires in October 2017. The approximate future lease rent payments under this non-cancelable operating lease
approximate the following:

For the year ending March 31,

2016 49,000
2017 49,000
2018

29,000

§ 127,000
Rent expense for the year ended March 31, 2015 amounted to approximately $49,000.

EMPLOYEE BENEFIT PLAN

The Company is a sponsor of a 401(k) Retirement Plan. The Plan requires employer contributions in an amount
equal to 3% of each employee’s compensation for the plan year. The contributions to the Plan were
approximately $27,000 for the year ended March 31, 2015 and are included under the caption “Payroll expenses
and benefits” in the accompanying statement of income.



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
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ARETE RESEARCH, LLC
(A WHOLLY-OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF
ARETE RESEARCH SERVICES, LLP)

SCHEDULE |
COMPUTATION OF NET CAPITAL AND AGGREGATE INDEBTEDNESS UNDER RULE 15G3-1
OF THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
AS OF MARCH 31, 2015

CREDITS
Member's equity

DEBITS

Accounts receivable and accrued income
Prepaid research expenses — related party
Other assets

Furniture and equipment, net

TOTAL DEBITS
NET CAPITAL

MINIMUM NET CAPITAL REQUIREMENT 6-2/3%
OF AGGREGATE INDEBTEDNESS OF $649,448
OR $5,000, WHICHEVER IS GREATER

EXCESS NET CAPITAL
Excess Net Capital @ 1,000%

RATIO OF AGGREGATE INDEBTEDNESS TO NET CAPITAL

SCHEDULE OF AGGREGATE INDEBTEDNESS
Accounts payable and accrued expenses
Deferred rent payable
Income taxes payable

See Report of Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm

-11-

$ 572109
315,983
36,692

12,399

10.219
375,293
196,816
43,550

§ 153,266
§ 131491
—_— 33101
$ 640,159
4,084

5,205

§ 649448



ARETE RESEARCH, LLC
(A WHOLLY-OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF
ARETE RESEARCH SERVICES, LLP)

SCHEDULE Il
RECONCILIATION OF COMPUTATION OF NET CAPITAL UNDER RULE
15C3-1 OF THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION TO
CoMPANY’'S CORRESPONDING UNAUDITED FORM X-172a-5,
PART IIA FILING AS OF MARCH 31, 2015

NET CAPITAL PER COMPUTATION INCLUDED IN THE

COMPANY’S UNAUDITED FORM X-17a-5, PART IIA FILING $ 208,755
Audit adjustments — entry to accrue commission expense (6,668)
Audit adjustments — entry to accrue for SIPC 7 (66)
Audit adjustments — entry to accrue for dues and subscriptions (850)
Audit adjustments — entry to adjust income tax provision (4,355)
NET CAPITAL PER COMPUTATION, ON PAGE 11 8 196816

See Report of Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm.
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MORRISON BROWN ARGIZ & FARRA, LL.C

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS AND ADVISORS

REPORT OF INDEPENDENT REGISTERED PUBLIC ACCOUNTING FIRM

B e SRR L1 A Mal A A A ALEERIAAEEIAYI]

To the Member
Arete Research, LLC
(A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of Arete Research Services, LLP)

We have reviewed management's statements, included in the accompanying Exemption Report under Rule 17a-5(d)(4),
in which (1) Arete Research, LLC (A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of Arete Research Services, LLP), identified the
following provisions of 17 C.F.R. §15¢3-3(k) under which Arete Research, LLC claimed an exemption from 17 C.F.R.
§240.15c3-3: (k)(2)(i) (the “exemption provision") and (2) Arete Research, LLC stated that Arete Research, LLC met the
identified exemption provision throughout the most recent fiscal year without exception. Arete Research, LLC's
management is responsible for compliance with the exemption provision and its statements.

Our review was conducted in accordance with the standards of the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board
(United States) and, accordingly, included inquiries and other required procedures to obtain evidence about Arete
Research, LLC's compliance with the exemption provision. A review is substantially less in scope than an examination,

the objective of which is the expression of an opinion on management's statements. Accordingly, we do not express
such an opinion.

Based on our review, we are not aware of any material modifications that should be made to management's statements

referred to above for them to be fairly stated, in all material respects, based on the provisions set forth in paragraph
(k)(2)(i) of Rule 15¢3-3 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934.

Ihpusen, Eoswn, %A Forut
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
May 29, 2015

An Independent Member of Baker Tilly International

MIAMI 1450 Brickell Avenue. 18th Floor, Miami FL. 33131 | T 305 373 5500 F 305 373 0056 | www.mbafcpa.com
FORT LAUDERDALE 301 East Las Olas Boulevard, 4™ Floor, Fort Lauderdate FL 33301 | T 954 760 9000 F 954 760 4465



Exemption Report Under Rule 17a-5(d)(4)

Arete Research, LLC (the “Company”) is a registered-broker dealer subject to Rule 17a-5 promulgated
by the Securities and Exchange Commission (17 C.F.R. § 240.17a-5, “Reports to be made by certain
broker dealers”). This Exemption Report was prepared as required by 17 C.F.R. § 240.17a-5(d)(1) and
(4). To the best of its knowledge and belief, the Company states the following:

(1) The Company claimed an exemption from 17 C.F.R. § 240.15c3-3 under the following

provisions of 17 C.F.R. § 240.15¢3-3 (k)(2)(i).

(2) The Company met the identified exemption provision in 17 C.F.R. § 240.15¢3-3(k) throughout
the most recent fiscal year without exception.

Arete Research, LLC

|, Anthony Graziano, swear (or affirm) that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, this Exemption
Report is true and correct.

Title:_President ahd C&%

May 29, 2015
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MBAF

MORRISON BROWN ARGIZ & FARRA, LLC

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS AND ADVISORS

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT'S AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES REPORT ON SCHEDULE OF ASSESSMENT AND
PAYMENTS (FORM SIPC-7)

To the Member of
Arete Research, LLC
(A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of Arete Research Services, LLP)

In accordance with Rule 17a-5(e)(4) under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, we have performed the procedures
enumerated below with respect to the accompanying Schedule of Assessment and Payments (Form SIPC-7) to the Securities
Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC) for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2015, which were agreed to by Arete Research,
LLC, and the Securities and Exchange Commission, Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, Inc., and SIPC, solely to assist
you and the other specified parties in evaluating Arete Research, LLC's compliance with the applicable instructions of Form
SIPC-7. Arete Research, LLC's management is responsible for Arete Research, LLC's compliance with those requirements.
This agreed-upon procedures engagement was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the Public
Company Accounting Oversight Board (United States). The sufficiency of these procedures is solely the responsibility of those
parties specified in this report. Consequently, we make no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures
described below either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. The procedures we
performed and our findings are as follows:

1) Compared the listed assessment payments in Form SIPC-7 with respective cash disbursement records entries, noting no

differences;
Check Date Check number Payee Amount
October 22, 2014 1237 SIPC $6,505
May 20, 2015 1248 SIPC $7.221

2) Compared the amounts reported on the audited Form X-17A-5 for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2015, as applicable,
with the amounts reported in Form SIPC-7 for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2015, noting no differences;

3) Compared any adjustments reported in Form SIPC-7 with supporting schedules and working papers including focus
reports, general ledger and financial statements from April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015, noting no differences;

4) Proved the arithmetical accuracy of the calculations reflected in Form SIPC-7 and in the related schedules and working

papers including FOCUS reports for the period from April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015 supporting the adjustments noting no
differences; and

5) Compared the amount of any overpayment applied to the current assessment with the Form SIPC-7 on which it was
originally computed, noting no differences.

We were not engaged to, and did not conduct an examination, the objective of which would be the expression of an opinion on
compliance. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might
have come to our attention that would have been reported to you.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the specified parties listed above and is not intended to be and
should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.

e wisen. Erown, %& Do
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
May 29, 2015

An Independent Member of Baker Tilly International

MIAMI 1450 Brickell Avenue, 18th Floor, Miami FL 33131 | T 305 373 5500 F 305 373 0056 | www.mbafcpa.com
FORT LAUDERDALE 301 East Las Olas Boulevard. 4" Fioor. Fort Lauderdale FL 33301 | T 954 760 9000 F 954 760 4465



SECURIT!ES iNVESTQR PRCTECTION CORPORATION

S|pc.7 Bax 92185 Washinglon, 0.0, 20080-2185 S[Pc..7

202-371-8300 .
[33-REV 7110) General Assessment Reconcitiation

Fer the Liscal year enuau._!_____________,m ¢h 31 2@1?.___
{Read caratully the imstraciions i your Workag Copy betore completing thig Form|

{I-REV 110}

TO BE FILED BY ALL SIPC MEMBERS WITH FISCAL YEAR ENDINGS

1 Name of Membar, adgress, Designated Eqanuniog Authatity, 1934 Act registration na. and month in which fiscal year ends o1
purposas of the audit requirement of SEC Rule 178-&

i ‘ Notes Hoany af The isformation shown on the maibing label
0G6T45 FINRA MAR requines correchon, plrase e-mall any corrections to
Torm@@sipe,org and so ingisaly o the form filed,
Arete Rasearch LLC
15 Broad Streat, 18t Floor Nam# and telepnong numbet of person o contact
tespacting this lorm,
‘ Bosion, MA 02103 ] Stephen Sussman (603) 434-3564
2. A. General Assessment (em 2e from page 2} $ 13.726
B. Less payment made with SIFC-6 tiled {exciude inlerasl) ! 6'5055
10/29/2014
Date Pait
. Lass poor ovarpaymaent asplbied { 3
D. Asssssment balance due o {oveipayment)
E_ Intarest camputed an lale payment {sae instraction Sifar days al 0% pet annem
F. Toial agsessment balance and interee! dus {or overpaymant camied lomward) $ T
5. PAID WITH THIS FORM
Gheck enclosed, payable 1o SIPL 7 221
Total {mus! be samp as ¥ above) § '
H. Overpayment carried lorwaed §i ¥

3, Subsidiarias {5 and predecessors (P} incluged in this form (give name and 1934 Act registration number):

The SIPC mamder submitting this lorm gng the

persen by whom it Is axeculed represent thareby Arete Mm" LL}(Z
that all infarmation cantaingd harain 8 teug. oorrent
and complate. » y THrESERNCs, PRSI Rhy 87 NIV OgRPAT R
e o
* AR s el Bt Alre

ST PHEN J SUSSMAN, FINOP

LRI

Cated the ‘; :1 day ol ‘ﬂ\{l&mu‘\ L )5 i

This torm and the assessmen? payment is due 60 days aller the end ol the fiscal year. Retain the Working Copy of this torm
tor a period of not less than 6 years, the {3test 2 years tv an easily accessible place,

& oates ;

= Fostmarked Rereived Rayigwed

[re’

i Celedlations Ducumaentation Forward Capy
=

e Ekceptions.

]

@3 Gisposition of exceplions
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DETERMINATION OF “SIPC NET OPERATING REVENUES”
AND GENERAL ASSESSMENT
Amounts for the fiscal peried
beginning Apdld . 2015
ang ending Maech 3% 201§

Eliminate cents
Item Me.

2a Totat revenue [FOCUS Ling 12:Part 114 Ling 9, Coge 4038 § 6,089,003

2. Additons:
{1} Total revenyes lom the securities business of subSidiaries (except lareign subsidiarias) and
pradecessors not included atove.

£2] Netloss from principal transactions it spcusiies in trading acuounds

{3} Net loss hoo poneipal transaetions in commedities « rading acsounis.

14} Interest and dividend expunse deducigd 0 determining item Za.

|5 det toss lrom management of or participatian in the ynderwriting or Jistritilan ol s ities.

{6) Exponses othet than agvertising. printiog. registration fees and legal foss deductad i determining el
prolit from management ol ar parlscipation in undsrweiing or distbutian ol securives,

{71 Het logs trom segurities in inveslinent aLcounls.

fotal addibons 0

¥t Deductions:
{11 Revenues trom the distobution of sharus of a registyced apin gnd iovestment company af unil
investmant trust. from the sale of variable answtiesg, lrom the business of insurance, from invesiment
aduisory services randersd 10 180iSterRd invesiment CoMpanies ar ingurance CompPAny separald 598 560
atcounts, and ltom transactions in gegurity futures products, i

{2t Revanues lrom cosnnodily ransachans,

1} Commissions, livor brokarage and clearance paid to other S1PL members in cannectian with
sucurities ransactions,

{4y Reimbursements for postage in connection with proxy solitataion.

{54 Net gain from secunhies o wavesimen! acoounts.

1By 100% of commissions and markups earned from lrarsachons oo i) cerlibcates of deposit aed
{iif Treasury mifs, bankers acceplantes or commeraial paper thal makurte nine manthe ov fuss
from issuance date.

{7} Direct expenses of primiing advenising and legal fees incurred in connection wilk othet revenue
refated o the spcurities busingss {revenue delined by Secton (BIGHLY of the AgtL

181 Other sgvenue not relaled gither directly ar indiresily 16 the Securities dusiness.
{See inshucton G

{91 {1} Tolal intesest ang divideny expense {FOUUS Ling 22 PART UA Line 13
Code 4075 plus fine 2d) above) hut not in s¥cess

gl fotal interest and dividend income. 3
(i 40% of margin inleres) sarned oh cuslomers secarlies
seoounts (40% of FODUS ting & Logde 3980 $
Enter the grearer of line (i or (i} - °
Talal degurtians 598,569
) 5,480,434
4. SIPG Net Dperating Revenues 3
1
2e, General Assessment @ 0025 3 3,728
{to page ¥ ling 2.A.
2
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