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UNITED STATES
SECURIT!ES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION -
WASHNGTON, D.C. 20549-4561 ~

MAR 14200
AR T4 20 March 14, 2012
Pashipgion, DC 2054 -
Robert B. Schumer C Act
Paul,Welss,Rtﬂund,Whatton&GamanLP '  Gection:
rschumet@pmlwmss.oom | : - Rule: ___[*
Re:  Liz Claibore, Inc. | ‘ Public %/{L,L// 3/
~ Incoming letter dated January 13, 2012 Availability:

DeaerSchumer

, T‘hsnsmrwponsetoyomleﬂersdatedianuawl?» 2012,Jannaryl9 2012,

- February 13, 2012 and February 16, 2012 concerning the shareholder proposal submitted
to Liz Claiborne by Kenneth Steiner. We also have received letters on the proponent’s .
behalfdated]’mmary 15, 2012, two letters dated January 16, 2012, Janmary 23, 2012, .
Jemuary 25, 2012, January 30, 2012, January 31, 2012, February 6, 2012; February 8,

2012, February 13, 2012 and February 28, 2012. Copies of all of the correspondence on
whlchthzsresponse:sbasedmllbemadeavaﬂablemowwebmeat
http:/fwww.sec.gov/divisio action/14a-8.shtml. For your reference,d -

: bnefd:scussmnoftheDmsxon smﬁmalpmwdnrwregardmgshareholderpropo&lszs
alsoavai}ableatﬂxesamewebsneaddrm :

Sincerely, -

Ted Yu
Senior Special Counsel

Enclosure
cc:  John Chevedden
** FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16. ***



DIVISION OF CORPORATION FINANCE ~
- INFORMAL PROCEDURES REGARDING SHAREHOLDER PROPOSALS

The Division of Corporation Finance believes that its responsibility with respect to
matters arising under Rule 14a-8 [17 CFR 240.14a-8], as with other matters under the proxy
rules, is to aid those who must comply with the rule by offering informal advice and suggestions
and to determine, initially, whether or not it may be appropriate in a particular matterto
recommend enforcement action to the Commission. In connection with a shareholder proposal
under Rule 14a-8, the Division’s staff considers the information furnished to it by the Company
in support of its intention to exclnde the proposals from the Company’s proxy materials, as well
as any mformanon ﬁn'mshed by the proponent or the proponent’s representative.

Although Rule I4a-8(k) does not require any communications from shareholders to the
Commission’s staff, the staff will always consider information concerning alleged violations of
the statutes administered by the Commission, including argument as to whether or not activities
proposed to be taken would be violative of the statute or rule involved. The receipt by the staff
of such information, however, should not be construed as changing the staff’s informal
procedures and proxy review into a formal or adversary procedure.

It is important to note that the staff’s and Commission’s no-action responses to
Rule 14a-8(j) submissions reflect only informal views. The determinations reached in these no-
action letters do not and cannot adjudicate the merits of a company’s position with rtspect to the
proposal. Only a court such as a U.S. District Court can decide whether a company is obligated
to include shareholder proposals in its proxy materials. Accordingly a discretionary
determination not to recommend or take Commission enforcement action, does not preclude a
proponent, or any shareholder of a company, from pursuing any rights he or she may have against
the company in court, should the management omit the proposal from the company’s proxy
material.
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March 14, 2012

Response of the Office of Chief Counsel
Division of Corporation Finance

Re: Liz Claiborme, Inc.
Incoming letter dated January 13, 2012

The proposal asks the board to take the steps necessary unilaterally (to the fullest
extent permitted by law) to amend the bylaws and each appropriate governing document
to give holders of 10% of Liz Claiborne’s outstanding common stock (or the lowest
percentage permitted by law above 10%) the power to call a special shareowner meeting.
The proposal also asks that such bylaw and/or charter text will not have any exclusionary
or prohibitive language in regard to calling a special meeting that apply only to
shareowners but not to management and/or the board (to the fullest extent permitted by
law). B

We are unable to concur in your view that Liz Claiborne may exclude the
proposal under rules 14a-8(b) and 14a-8(f). Accordingly, we do not believe that Liz
Claiborne may omit the proposal from its proxy materials in reliance on rules 14a-8(b)
and 14a-8(f). .

We are unable to concur in your view that Liz Claiborne may exclude the
proposal under rule 14a-8(i)(1). Accordingly, we do not believe that Liz Claiborne may
omit the proposal from its proxy materials in reliance on rule 14a-8(i)(1).

'We are unable to concur in your view that Liz Claiborne may exclude the
proposal under rule 14a-8(i)(2). In our view, the proposal would not require Liz -
Claiborne to amend a charter or bylaw provision if doing so would violate applicable
state law. Accordingly, we do not believe that Liz Claiborne may omit the proposal from
its proxy materials in reliance on rule 14a-8(i)(2).

We are unable to concur in your view that Liz Claiborne may exclude the
proposal under rule 14a-8(i)(6). Accordingly, we do not believe that Liz Claiborne may
omit the proposal from its proxy materials in reliance on rule 14a-8(i)(6).

Sincerély,

Sirimal R. Mukerjee
Attorney-Adviser




JOHN CHEVEDDEN
** FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 ***

February 28, 2012

Office of Chief Counsel
Division of Corporation Finance
Securitics and Exchange Commission
100 F Street, NE
Washington, DC 20549

# 11 Rule 14a-8 Proposal
Liz Claiborne, Inc, (LIZ)
Special Sharcholder Meeting
Kenneth Steiner

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Thxsﬁnﬂmxespondstothe]am:ary 13, 2012emnpmyrequwttoavmdthxsmablishednﬂe
" 14a-8 proposal.-

In regard to the company’s legal opinion, it is a fundamental principle of corporate governance
that there is a division in the authority of the board and the shareowners. Boards have fuil
authority regarding overall management of a company. Shareowners, on the other hand, retain
someauthantyre!atedtoﬁmdamentalmatters,suchasma]oruansacuom, corporate policy or
governance procedures.

Any claim that a proposal putportedly violates state law by infringing on the board’s authority
must explore this sometimes-vague boundary between board and shareowners authority. The
company’s legal opinion does not attempt to do this. Instead, it discusses at length the purported
overwhelming authority of the board while making no mention of the authority of the
shmeowmsﬂmebygxmgmefalsemprmmthatshmownmhavemwﬂwnty which is
nonsense.

The company only provides a single perspective opinion.

'l‘hlsmtomqmstﬂmﬂleOfﬁoeofcmefComselanowﬂnsmsolmontosmdmdbewted
pon in the 2012 proxy. .

cc:
Kegneth Steiner
Christopher T. Di Nardo <chris dinardo@liz com>
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Febtuary 1 6, 2012 — S ‘..:w ‘:eas e85-4510
By email to shareholderproposals@sec.gov
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
Office of Chief Counsel
Division of Corporation Finance
100 F Street, N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20549

Re:  Liz Claibome, Inc.— Stockholder Proposal of Mr. Kenneth Steiner
Pursuant to Rule 14a-8 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

Dear Sir or Madam:

: On behalf of Liz Claiborne, Inc., a Delaware corporation (the
“Company™), we write to respond to the February 13, 2012 letter sent by Mr. John
Chevedden to the staff of the Division of Corporation Finance (the “Staff”) of the U.S.
Securities and Exchange Commission regarding the Company’s no action request letter,
dated Janvary 13, 2012 (the “Request Letter””), with respect to the above-captioned
stockholder proposal (the “Stockholder Proposal”).

In his letter dated February 13, 2012, Mr. Chevedden posits an
interpretation of Delaware law that is simply incorrect — namely, that the board of
directors of a Delaware corporation is not required to declare a proposed charter
amendment advisable prior to submitting the proposal to stockholders for approval. As
the legislative synopsis to the 1998 amendments to the General Corporation Law of the
State of Delaware states: '



PAUL, WEISS, RIFKIND, WHARTON & GARRISON LLP
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission : 2

“The amendment to subsection (b) of Section 251 requiting a

dehenmnauonbyﬂmboaxdofdxrmtsthatamgcragreemm:s

advisable conforms ... to the requirement in subsection (b)(1) of Section

242thatﬁxsboatdofdneotorsdecla:eacbamrmnendmentadwsable

pnortosubmtmnglttostookholders” 1998 Delaware Laws Ch. 339 (S.B.
~ 311)

: Board approval of charter amendments — in the form of declaring
adwsahlcsuchanamendmcnt—:saﬁmdammmlreqlmmmtundedeawatehw As
thesmcldlolderProposﬂmewdmﬂypmsedmaﬁmdammtalmxsundersmdmgof
Delaware law, we trust that Mr. Chevedden and Mr. Steiner will respectfully withdraw
the Stockholder Proposal. In the absence of such a withdrawal, the Company respectfuily
mquwhﬂxeShﬁ’semmmoemﬁutsdemsmeomtﬂwabw&wpuonedstochldu
pxoposalﬁommzoumxySmmadfmﬂlumqmstsﬂmﬂwStaﬂ‘mﬁmﬂntn
will not recommend any enforcement action against the Company. Please call the
undersigned at (212) 373-3097 if you have any questions or need additional information.

Thaﬁk you for your prompt attention.

Respectfully yours,

/beltB Schumer

oc: Nicholas Rubino (Liz Claiborne, Inc.)
Christopher Di Nardo (szClaibome Inc.)
Keuneth Steiner
John Chevedden
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By email to shareholderproposals@sec.cov
U.S. Securities and Exchange Connmssxon
Office of Chief Counsel
Division of Corporation Finance
100 F Street, N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20549

Re:  Liz Claiborne, Inc. — Stockholder Proposal of Mr. Kenneth Steiner
Pursuant to Rule 14a-8 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

Dear Sir or Madam:

On behalf of Liz Claiborne, Inc., a Delaware corporation (the “Company™), we
write to respond to the letters sent by Mr. John Chevedden to the staff of the Division of
. Corporation Finance (the “Staff”) of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
_ regarding the Company’s no action request letter, dated January 13, 2012 (the “Request
Letter”), with respect to the above-captioned stockholder pmposal (the “Stockholder

Proposal®).

In his letter dated February 6, 2012, Mr. Chevedden asserts that by reading the
“outside opinion it becomes clear that the board can determine that adopting this proposal
is either advisable or not advisable, and regardless of the board’s decision, then the board
can take steps to enable sharcholders to vote on this proposal.” In his letter dated
February 8, 2012, Mr. Chevedden reiterated this same assertion.



PAUL, WEISS, RIFKIND, WHARTON & GARRISON LLP
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission ' L2

Mr. Chevedden has confused his arguments for allowing the Stockholder Proposal
to be voted on (with respect to which we have never argued that a determination of
advisability by the Board is relevant) and the process of implementing the Stockholder
Proposal in accordance with its terms if approved (which requires a Board determination
of the advisability of an amendment to the Company’s restated certificate of
incorporation). As a matter of Delaware law and as discussed in the Delaware law
opinion, if a board of directors does not belicve a charter amendment is advisable, such
board of directors may not propose the adoption of such amendment. Moreover, the text
of the Stockholder Proposal does not call for the Board to determine the advisability of
giving holders of 10% of the Company’s ontstanding common stock the power to call a
special meeting, but rather to implement such changes by unilaterally amending the
Company’s governing documents. As discussed in the Request Letter and the Delaware
law opinion and recognized by the Staff in the instances cited in the Request Letter and
the Delaware law opinion; the actions necessary to implement the Stockholder Proposal
in accordance with its terms would canse the Company to violate Delaware law and, as
such, the Stockholder Proposal is not a proper subject for stockholder action and should
be excluded from the Company’s proxy materials.

* . *

The Company respectfully requests the Staff’s concurrence with its decision to
omit the above-captioned stockholder proposal from its 2012 Proxy Statement and further
requests that the Staff confirm that it will not recommend any enforcement action against
the Company. Please call the undersigned at (212) 373-3097 if you have any questions or

- need additional information, - : '

Thank you for your prompt attention.

Rxspectﬁﬂl}; yours,

e

Robert B. Schumer

cc:  Nicholas Rubino (Liz Claiborne, Inc.)
Christopher Di Nardo (Liz Claiborne, Inc.)
Kenneth Steiner
John Chevedden



JOHN CHEVEDDEN
FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 >

February 13,2012
Oﬁceofdnd‘(lounsel
Division of Corporation Finance
Securities and Exchange Commission
100 F Street, NE
Washmgton,DC20549
#10Rnle14a~81’roponl

Liz Claiborne, fnc. (L1Z)
Special Shareholder Meeting
Kenneth Steiner
Ladies and Gentlemen:

This further responds to the January 13, 2012 company request to avoid this established rule
14a-8 proposal.

The outside opinion, page 3, czthDeLC.§242(b)(l)wh1chsms,”lfﬂxecmporahonlns
cdpital stock, its board of directors shall adopt a resolution setting forth the amendment
proposed, declaring its advisability.”

!'i' bili ssdom of desirability.
W‘mdomordmabﬂnymbemdpmuvdyormgauvely
Thewtsxdeopmmn,page4 thenmagncallyiransfonns“adwsabﬂny”mto“declareadwsable.

'I‘lns:storeqmestﬂ)attheOﬁceofdnchomsel allowﬂnsresohmontosmdandbevotad
uponmﬂw2012ptoxy

Sﬁcerely,

/iohn Chevedden ‘

[+
Kenneth Steiner
Christopber T. Di Nardo <cheis_dinardo@liz.com>




JORN CHEVEDDEN

** FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 ™

February 8,2012

Office of Chief Coumsel
Division of Corporation Finance
Securities and Exchange Commission
100 F Street, NE
Washington, DC 20549

# 9 Rule 142-8 Propesal

Liz Claiborne, Inc. (LYZ)

Special Shareholder Meeting
Kenneth Steiner
Ladies and Gentlemen: -

Thisﬁnthetr&pondsmmelammyn,mlzmpmqumtowddﬂﬁsmm
14a-8 proposal. .

Del. C. § 242(b)(1) states,” If the corporation has capital stock, its board of directors shall adopt
a resolution setting forth the amendment proposed, declaring its advisability.”
By carefully reading the outside opinion inchuding page 3, it becomes clear that the board can
. determine that adopting this proposal is either advisable or not advisable. Regardless of the -
board’s decision, the board can then take steps to enable shareholders to cast an advisory vote on
this precatory rule 14a-8 proposal. .

This is to request that the Office of Chief Counsel allow this resolution to stand and be voted
upon in the 2012 proxy. .

Sincerely, o ‘
%hn Chevedden

cGCl

Kenneth Steiner

Christopher T. Di Nardo <chris_dinardo@liz.com>




[LIZ: Rule 14a-8 Proposal, November 25, 2011]
3* — Special Shareowner Meetings
Resolved, Sharwwnusaskowboardbmketbsswpsmnyunﬂmuy(mﬂzeﬁxﬂestem
pmﬁedbth)mammdombylawsmdemhappmpmtegovmmgdoummgweholdus
of 10% of our outstanding common stock (or the lowest percentage permitted by law above -
10%) the power to call a special shareowner meeting.

Thsmchﬂesﬂmtmchbylawmdlwcbmmwnwmmhawmyemhxiomywpm&‘biﬁvc
langnage in regard to calling a special meeting that apply only to shareowners but not to
management and/or the board (to the fullest extent permitted by law).

SpemdnwebngsdhwshmwwncrsmmmmaporMmauﬂs,suchaselwmgmw&m
that can arise between annnal meetings. Shareowner input on the timing of shareowner meetings
mwpeaallynnpommwhmwmmldqmcﬂyandmmbwomcmombyﬂnm
anoual meeting. This proposal does not impact our board’s current power to call a special
meeting.

mspmpoﬂmpiéwmmmmmso%mppmatcvs, Sprint and Safeway.

OmmmgemwmmroppomtywvotemtheZOIOShthMcrproposalmmable
10% of shareholders to call a special meeting. Our management made us vote (unnecessarily no
less) on a weak management proposal for an almost insurmountable 35% of shareholders to cail

spemlmeehngmmdamscuhﬂeomoppommnymvotemﬂmshmeholdapmposﬂma
realistic 10% of shareholders to call a special mecting. That is the reason it is necessary to
resubmit this proposal topic.

Plus we gave 65%-support to the 2011 sharcholder propossl for a shareholder opportunity to act
by written consent and our management had not taken any action to adopt it.

stemmmgembowdhrespoﬁpbﬁﬁvdywﬁispopomlbhﬁﬁmmovedmm
governance and financial performance: Special Sharcowner Meetings — Yes on 3.*



JOHN CHEVEDDEN .
** FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 ™

February 6, 2012
Office of Chief Counsel
Division of Corporation Finance
100 F Street, NE
Washington, DC 20549

# 8 Rule 142-8 Proposal
Liz Claiborne, Inc. (LIZ)

. Special Shareholder Meeting
Kenneth Steiner

This further responds to the January 13, 2012mpanyrequm;oavoidﬂﬁsmmbﬁshddnﬂe_
14a-8 proposal.

By carefully reading the outside opimion it becames clear fhat the board can determine that
adopting this proposal is cither advisable or not advisable, and regardless of the board’s decision,
then the board can take steps to enable sharcholders to vote on this proposal. . -

‘This is to request that the Office of Chief Counsel allow this resolution to stand and be voted
upon in the 2012 proxy.

Sincerely,

ﬂ/ohn Chevedden

cce
Kenneth Steiner
Christopher T. Di Nardo <chris_dinardo@liz.com>




JORAN CHE_VEDDEN
= FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 =

Jamary 31, 2012

Office of Chief Counsel
Division of Corporation Finance
100 F Street, NE
Washington, DC 20549

# 7 Rule 14a-8 Proposal

Liz Clatborne, Inc. (LIZ)
Special Shareholder Meeting
Kenneth Steiner

" Ladies and Gentlemen:

'I'hlsﬁxrﬂlermpondstoﬂ:elanuaty 13, 2012 company request to avoid this established rule

142-8 proposal.

The outside opinion does not explain how a proposal which begins with, “Shareholders ask our
board ...” to take steps might then supposedly reverse itself and then purportedly “mandate that

. the board ....” take steps. Reference: OQutside opinion, page 4, line 9.

The outside opinion compounds its error a few lines beyond this by claiming that a proposal
which begins with, “Sharcholders ask our board ...” to take steps therefore supposedly “requires

the board” to take steps.

This is to request that the Office of Chief Counsel allow this resolution to stand and be voted

upon in the 2012 proxy.
Sincerely, ‘
ﬁohn Chevedden —

cc:
Kenneth Steiner
Christopher T. Di Nardo <chris_dinardo@liz.com>




PAUL, WEISS, RIFKIND, WHARTON & GARRISON LLP

has taken sufficient action to inform itself of the merits of the amendment and secand,
has concluded after consideration of the obligations imposed by its fiduciary duties that
the amendment is advisable. See C4, Inc. v. AFSCME Empl. Pension Plan, 953 A24d -
227, 240 (Del. 2008) (invalidating a bylaw that mandated board action in circumstances
whete a proper application of fiduciary duties could preclude such action); ¢f. Smith v.
Van Gorkom, 488 A.2d 858, 872-73 (Del. 1985) (A director’s duty to inform himself in
preparanonforadec 'ndenm &omﬁeﬁducxarycapacntymwhch he servesthe

makingsueha aration. 'l'lms,becausexmplemcntahonofﬂ:eStockholderProposal
reqmmtheBomdmtakespemﬁedachonmﬂwutregmdmﬂmexermseoftheBoards
fiduciary duties, its implementation would violate Delaware law.

B. The Board Cannot “Unileterally” Implement the Stockholder Proposal
Under Delaware Law.

call special stockholder meetings. (emphas:s added) As m(plmned above,
implementation of the Stockholder Proposal would require an smendment to the Restated
Certificate, which must be accomphshed in strict compliance with the requirements of
Section 242 of the DGCL (i.e., prior to any stockholder adoption of the amendment, the
Board first must adopt a resolution declaring the advisability of the amendment and

calling for a stockholder vote). 8 Del. C. § 242(b)(1). Thus, Section 242 makes clear that-

the Board cannot unilaterally adopt an amendment to the Rmaned Certificate.

. Notably, the Stockholder Proposal only calls upon the Board to take steps
unilaterally to amend the Restated Certificate and By-Laws “fo the fullest extent
permitted by jaw (emphasis added). This limitation does not save the Stockholder
Proposal. Because Section 242 strictly requires that stockholders approve all charter
amendments, there is no extent to which a board of directors can act unilaterally to amend
a certificate of incorporation. See Lions Gate Enim’t Corp. V. Image Enim’t Inc., 2006
WL 1668051, at *7 (Del. Ch. June 5, 2006) (holding that a charter provision purporting
to glve the board the power to amend the charter unilaterally “contravenes Delaware law
and is invalid®). Any unilateral attempt by the Board to implement the Stockholder
Proposal (which, as discussed above, requires the adoption of an amendment to the
Restated Certificate) would constitute a violation of Delaware law.



JOHN CHEVEDDEN
7 FISMA & OMB Memorandum M.07-18 **

Janmary 30, 2012

Office of Chief Counsel

Division of Corporation Finance
Securities and Exchange Commission
100 F Street, NE

‘Washington, DC 20549

Ladies and Gentlemen:

This further responds to the January 13, 2012 company request to avoid this established rule
14a-8 proposal.

The purported and repeatedly-cited Marathon Ol Corporation (Jannary 9,’ 2008) is not found at:
hitp:/fwww.sec.gov/divisions/corpfin/cf-noaction/2008_14a-8.shim!

According to the outside opinion the company could get unlimited no action relief for all fature
rule 142-8 proposals (that could result in amending the charter) because the directors could reject
all such rule 14a-8 proposals under the guise of “fiduciary duty.” In other words the company
position is that the charter has immunity from rule 14a-8 proposals unless the directors relent on
their claims of “fiduciary duty.”

The company objects to “unilaterally (to theﬁﬂlcstmmtpmttedbylaw)”]?.ntthecmnpany
disingenuously does not take this objection-to its logical conclusion and declare that the board

supposedly took absolutely no unilateral steps when it first took steps to adopt a very limited
- shareholder right to call a special meeting in 2010.

This is to request that the Securities and Exchange Commission allow this resolution to stand and
be voted upon in the 2012 proxy. '

Sincerely,
Ahn Chevedden

cc:
Kenneﬂl Steiner

Christopher T. Di Nardo <chris_dinardo@liz.com>



JOHN CHEVEDDEN
% FISMA & OMB Memorendum M-07-16

January 25, 2012

Office of Chief Counsel

Division of Corporation Finance
Securities and Exchange Conmmission
100 F Street, NE

Washington, DC 20549

#5 Rule 14a-8 Proposal

Liz Claiborne, Inc, (L1Z)
Special Shareholder Meeting
Kenneth Steiner -
LadimandGenﬂemen:

TMsﬁnthermpondstotheJmaryB 2012compmyrequesttoav01dﬂnswtabhshedmic
14a-8 proposal.

Allergan, Inc. (January 25, 2012) said that Allergan did not provide guidance on how a
shareholder can determine whether his broker or bank is a DTC participant and did not advise
what proof of ownership the sharcholder needed to obtain if his broker or bank is not a DTC
participant. '
'1'hisseemstoﬁttheattachedDewmbm~4,2011LizClm'bomelctﬁu.

Ihmmhrequcstﬂmt&eSemmhwdexnhangeCommwmaﬁow&xsrmMmtosmdand
be voted upon in the 2012 proxy. .

Sincerely,

ﬁ Chevedden

ce:
Christopher T. Di Nardo <chris_dinardo@liz.com>




JOHN CHEVEDDEN
X FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-18 =

January 23, 2012

Office of Chief Counsel

Division of Corporation Finance
Securities and Exchange Commission
100 F Street, NE
Washington, DC 20549

# 4 Rule 14a-8 Proposal

Liz Claiborne, Inc. (LIZ)
Special Shareholder Meeting
Kepneth Steiner

Thlsﬁnﬂtetmpondstoﬂxelanuary 13, 201200mpanyrequwttoav01dﬁnse§abhshedmle
14a-8 proposal.

The company Jamvary 19, 2012 Iettir claims that the: reader should be abis to find Northrop
Grumman Corporation (March 10, 2008)m spite of the company giving the wrong date. :

The resolved statement in Northrop Grumman Corporation (March 10, 2008) contained the
wmds“mrmicﬁm”whicharemtinmczolzpmpommemmpmypmwdedmprmdmt
for the text in the 2012 proposal resulting in no action relief on any i-2 or i-6 issue.

The proposal states, “This proposal does not impact our board’s current power to call 2 special

meeting.” The company fails to give a rule to support how part of a proposal can be called the

resolved statement and how part of a proposal can be called the supporting statement.

'The company Jarmary 19, 2012 letter provides no instance of the company making shareholders
aware that by voting for the 2010 company proposal on this topic they would give the company
the opportunity to later argne that shareholders were also forever giving up their right to submita
rule 142-8 proposal on this topic.

TheoompanydoesclannﬂmtztsZOlOproposalwasﬁeeofbundlmg.Thecompanyalsodoesnot
claim that it sought clarification from the Staff on whether its 2010 proposal was bundling in

parportedly:
1) Excluding a current rule 14a-8 proposal.
2) Adding governing text to arguably forever silence tule 14a-8 proposal input on ihevexy
same topic but with different provisions.

~ Thisisto request that the Securities and Exchange Commission allow this resolution to stand and
be voted upon in the 2012 proxy.



Sincerely,

Chevedden
ec
Keoneth Steiner
Christopher T. Di Naxdo <chns__dmardo@hz.com>



PAUL, WEISS, RIFKIND, WHARTON & GARRISON LLP

1285 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS . UNIT 3601, FORTUNE PLAZA OFFICE TOWER A
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10019-6064 : RO 7 DONA SANHUAN ZHONGLY
CHAO YANG DISTRICT
TELEPHONE (212) 3733000 BELING 300020
PEOPLE 5 REPUBLIC OF CHINA

LLOYD K GARRISON (1948-1901)
RANDOLPH E PAUL (3946-1938) ‘ TELEPHONE (85-10) 5026-0300

SIMON H RIFPKIND  {1950-1995)
LOVIS 3 WEISS €1927-)680) 12TH FLOOR HONG KONG CLUB BUILOING

27-197 ’ 3A CHATER ROAD, CENTRAL.
JOHN F WHARTON (19 7 N
TELEPHONE 1052) 2845-0300

. ALDER CASTLE
WRITER 8 DIRECT DAL Nl;N.ER mn;:mm
WRITER 8 DIRECT FACSIMILE 22 m?ﬁmo::
2127573990 L cowonE a2y 3647-0101

S DINECT E-MAIL A

° . T7 KING STREET WEET, SUITE 3100
rschumer@paulwerss com PO moxX 228
. . ONTARIO MIK 1J3

TELEPHONE (416} 504-0320

2001 K STREET 8W
WASHINGTON DC 20008-1047
TELEPHONE (2023 223-7300

800 DELAWARE AVENUE SIHTE 200
POST OFFICE BOX 32
WILMINGTON, DE 19890-0032

January 19,2012 TELEPHONE €302) €35 4410

By email to shareholdemropt osals@sec.gov

U.8S. Securities and Exchange Commission
- Office of Chief Counsel

Division of Corporation Finance

100 F Street, N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20549

Re:  Liz Claiborne, Inc. — Stockholder Proposal of Mr. Kenneth Steiner
Pursuant to Rule 14a-8 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

Dear Sir or Madam:

-On behalf of Liz Claiborne, Inc., a Delaware corporation (the “Company™), we
write to respond to the letters sent by Mr. John Cheveddexi to the staff of the Division of
Corporation Finance (the “Staff”) of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
regarding the Company’s no action request letter, dated January 13, 2012 (the “Request
Letter™), with respect to the above-captioned stockholder proposal.

1. Letter dated’Januan' 15,2012

In his letter dated January 15, 2012, Mr. Chevedden asserts that “[t}he company -
fails to give a reason why Delaware law would now supposedly prevent the company
from repeating the same steps it took in 2010 and change the 35% figure to 10%.” We
disagree. Section II.A of the Request Letter provides a detailed explanation of the
reasons, each of which is supported by the Delaware law opinion enclosed therewith. We
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further note that Mr. Chevedden continugs to believe (as the proposal itself requests) that
the Company’s board of directors is empowered to unilaterally “change the 35% figure to
10%”. As described in the Request Letter, however, the Compaay’s board of directors is
not so empowered and the proposal, if implemented, would therefore violate Delaware
law. . .

2.  First Letter dated January 16, 2012

In his first letter dated January 16, 2012, Mr. Chevedden claims that the citation
of Northrop Grumman Corporation (January 17, 2008) is non-existent. ‘This is incorrect.
Northrop Grumman Corporation submitted a no action request letier to the Staff on
January 17, 2008 seeking to exclude a stockholder proposat on similar grounds to those
sought by the Company in the Request Letter. The Staff responded to this letteron -
March 10, 2008 permitting the exclusion of the relevant stockholder proposal. We note
that M. Chevedden should be aware of this no action letter because the applicable
stockholder proposal was submitted by Mr. Chevedden himself. We enclose a copy of
this no action letter i in Annex A hereto for reference.

In the same January 16 letter, Mr. Chevedden also attempts to rewrite Mr.
Steiner’s proposal. He asserts that the incorrect description in the supporting statement
regarding the purported non-impact of the proposal on the power of the Company’s board
of directors to call a special meeting was in fact intended to modify the proposal. We
agree with Mr. Chevedden that the proposal was indeed defective as written; however,
Mr. Chevedden-and Mr. Steiner had ample time to prepare and submit a proper
stockholder proposal.

3 Second Letter dated January 16, 2012

In his second letter dated January 16, 2012, Mr. Chevedden accuses the Company
of taking various *“secret™ measures and failing to advise the StafT of these “secret™
measures. Mr. Chevedden’s accusations are false. Mr. Chevedden asserts that in 2010
the Company “secretly imbedded text” in the Company’s governing documents to
preclude future Rule 14a-8 proposals on special stockholder meetings. The proposed
2010 amendments were in fact publicly available in the Company’s 2010 Proxy
Statement and were voted on and approved at the Company’s 2010 Annual Meeting by
the holders of a majority of the Company’s outstanding common stock. Moreover, no

. provision of these amendments would prohibit the submission or consideration of a
proper Rule 14a-8 stockholder proposal Mr. Chevedden and Mr. Steiner, however, did
not submit one. )
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The Company respectfully requests the Staff’s concurrence with its decision to
omit the above-captioned stockholder proposal from its 2012 Proxy Statement and further
requests that the Staff confirm that it will not recommend any enforcement action against
the Company. Please call the undersigned at (212) 373-3097 if you have any questions or
need additional information. )

Thank you for your prompt attention.

RWM])' 0

Robert B. Schumer
cc: Nicholas Rubino (Liz Claiborne, Inc.) .
Christopher Di Nardo (Liz Claibome, Inc.)

Kenneth Steiner
John Chevedden
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- " UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549-3010

March 10, 2008

Stephen D. Yslas

‘Corporate Vice President, Secretary and
- General Counsel
Northrop Grumman Corporation
1840 Century Park East

. Los Angeles, CA 90067-2199

Re:  Northrop Grumman Corporation.
Incoming letter dated January 17, 2008

Dear Mr. Yslas:

This is in response to your letter dated January 17, 2008 concemning the
shareholder proposal submitted to Northrop Gramman by John Chevedden. We also
have received a letter from the proponent dated Jammary 23, 2008. Our response is
attached to the enclosed photocopy of your correspondence. By doing this, we avoid
having to recite or summarize the facts set forth in the correspondence. Copies of all of
the correspondence also will be provided to the proponent. ’

) I connection with this matter, your attention is directed to the enclosure, which
sets forth a brief discussion of the Division’s informal procedures regarding shareholder

proposals.
' Sincerely,
Jonathan A. Ingram
_ Deputy Chief Counsel
Enclosures

cc: John Chevedden’
“ FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 ™

CFOCC-00037052



March 10, 2008

Response of the Office of Chief Counsel
.Division of Corporatien Finance

‘Re:  Northrop Grumman Corporation
Incoming letter dated January 17, 2008

The proposal asks the board to amend the governing documents in order that there
is no restriction on the sharcholder right to call a special meeting, compared to the
standard allowed by applicable law on calling a special meeting.

There appears to be some basis for your view that Northrop Grumman may
exchude the proposal under rules 142-8(1)(2).and 142-8((X6). We note that in the opinion
of your counsel, implementation of the proposat wounld cause Northrop Grummman to
violate state Iaw. Accordingly, we will not recommend enforcement action to the
Commission if Northrop Grumman omits the proposal from its proxy materials in
reliance on rules 142-8(i)(2) and 14a-8(1)(6). In reaching this position, we have not found
it necessary to address the alternative bases for omission upon which Northrop Gromman
relies. ' '

Sincerely,

Greg Belliston
Special Counsel

CFOCC-00037053
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e d 3; i8 P% S hi Daputy General Counsel

g_:;.- CQ‘"'S"L Northwop Grumman Corporation

NORTHROP mmm s o £t
— ' "uéé?rf JTOR FIRANCE | 100 Comery P o
Los Angeles, California S0067-2199
Telephone: 310-201-1630
January 17,2008
. Office of Chief Counsel
Division of Corporation Finance
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
100 F Street, N-E.

Washmgton, D.C. 20549

RE: Northrop Grumman Corporatmn —~ Omission of the Shareholder
) Proposal of John Chevedden Pursnant to Rule 142-8

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Northrop Grumman Corporation, a Delaware corporation (the "Company”), has
received a stockholder proposal (the "Proposal") from- John Chevedden (the
"Proponent”™). The purpose of this letter is to advise the Staff of the Division of
Corporation Finance (the "Staff”) of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the
"Commission”) that the Company intends to exclude the Proposal from the definitive
proxy materials (the "Proxy Materials") for the 2008 Annual Meeting of Stockholders.
The Company intends to file the Proxy Materials with the Commission and mail such
materials to the Company’s stockholders no earlier than 80 days after the date of this
letter. In accordance with Rule -142-8(), by copy of this letter, the Company has
notified Mr. Chevedden of the Company’s intention to omit the Proposal from the Proxy
Materials. The Company has also enclosed six copies of this letter and the ex}nbxts
hereto.

L Summary..
The Proposal, attached hereto as Exhibit A, asks the board of directors of the

Company (the "Board") to "amend our goveming documents in order that there is no
restriction on the shareholder right to call a special meeting, compared to the standard

aliowed by applicable law on calling a special meeting." The Company believes the

Proposal may be omitted:

e  Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(2), because it would cause the Company to
. violate the laws of Delaware, which is the Company's _]lmsdlcuon of

incorporation;

& pecycled Paper

Corporate Vice President, Secretary and ’

CFOCC-00037054
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) Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(6), because the Company lacks the power or
authority to implement the Proposal;

) Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(1), because it is not a proper subject for action
* by the Company stockholders under Delaware law; and

. Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(3), because it is mherenﬂy vague and
indefinite. .

The opinion of the Delaware law firm, Monis, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP,
aitached hereto as Exhibit B (the "Delaware Law Firm Opinion"), sets forth a detailed
analysis of the relevant Delaware law, and the reasons (i) the Proposal would cause the
Company to violate Delaware law, (ii) the Proposal is not a proper subject for action by

the Company stockholders under Delaware law, and (iii) the Company lacks the

authority to xmplement the Proposal.

II.  TheProposal May be Omitted Because it Would, if Implemented Cause the
Company to Violate Delaware Law.

Rule 14a-8(i)(2) permits an issuer to omit a shareholder proposal from its proxy
. materials where it would, "if mplmnented, cause the company to violate any state,
federal, or forengn law to which it is subject." The Proposal asks the Board to "amend
our governing documents in order that there is no restriction on the shareholder right to
- call a special meeting." There is both a procedural and a substantive problem with the
legality of this request under Delaware law.

It is important to note as an initial matter that it is unclear eMy which

*governing documents” the Proposal would like the Board to amend. But giving the
Proponent the benefit of the doubt, one could interpret the Proposal to request that the
Board either enact a bylaw or else amend the Company's Restated Certificate of
Incorporation (the "Certificate™) to grant the requested shareholder right fo call a special
meeting. Neither of these proffered enactments could occur in 2 manner consistent with
Delaware law. Section 109(b) of the Delaware General Corporation Law (the "DGCL")
prohibits adoption of a bylaw that is inconsistent ‘with a company’s certificate of
incorporation. Article TWELFTH of the Certificate, a copy of which is attached as
'Exhibit C hereto, states that special meetings may be called by a majority of the Board
or the Chairman of the Board and that "[s]pecial meetings may not be called by any
other person." Because the Supreme Court of Delaware has interpreted Section 109(b)
of the DGCL to mean that a bylaw is "void”" and a "nullity” if it conflicts with the
Certificate, Centaur Partners, IV v. Nat'l Intergroup, Inc., 582 A2d 923, 929 (Del.

1990), the Board cannot adopt the bylaw suggested in the Proposal without violating
Delaware law. The Company notes that the Commission has employed Rule 14a-
8(1)(2) (and its predecessor provision).as a basis for not recommending enforcement
~action where a proposal is excluded because it urges the adoption of a bylaw that is

CFOGC-00037055
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contrary to the certificate of incorporation. See AT&T Inc., 2006 SEC No-Act. LEXIS
138 (Feb. 7, 2006) (declining to recommend enforcement action regarding omission of a
proposal that recommended that the board adopt cumulative voting as a bylaw or long-
term policy because the proposal contradicted the certificate of incorporation);

AlliedSignal, Inc., SEC No-Action Letter, 1999 WL 44511 (Jan. 29, 1999) (declining to
recominend enforcement action regarding omission of a proposed bylaw that would
require a simple majority vote in order for stockholders to take action on all matters
" because such bylaw would conflict with the provisions in the certificate of incorporation
and the DGCL that requirc a greater vote on certain actions); Weirton Steel

Corporation, SEC No-Action Letter, 1995 WL 107126 (Mar. 14, 1995), and affirmed,

1995 WL 150685 (Apr. 3, 1995) (declining to recommend enforcement action regarding
- omission of a proposal asking stockholders to amend the bylaws to allow stockholders
to fill director vacancies because the certificate of incorporation provided that only
directors could fill such vacancies); Radiation Care, Inc., SEC No-Action Letter, 1994
WL 714997 (Dec. 22, 1994) (declining to recommend enforcement action regarding
omission of a proposed bylaw that was of "questionable validity” because it specified,

contrary to a provision in the certificate of incorporation, that such bylaw could be

amended only by stockholders).1 In fact, the Commission found a proposal very much
like the one at hand (whose author, Mr. Chevedden, was authorized as the proxy holder)
to be excludable by the Company in 2007. See Northrop' Grumman Corporation SEC
No-Action Letter (Mar. 13, 2007) (holding excludable a proposal asking "the board to

1 The Company recognizes that, in 2005 and 2001, the Staff denied Alaska Air
Group, Inc. and Lucent Technologies Inc., respectively, no-action relief on
_ proposals to adopt bylaws that, counsel argued, would, among other things,
violate Delaware law because the proposed bylaws were inconsistent with the
certificate of incorporation. Alaska Air Group, Inc., SEC No-Action Letter,
2005 WL 678894 (Mar. 17, 2005); Lucent Technologies Inc., SEC No-Action
Letter, 2001 WL 1381607 (Nov. 6, 2001). It should be noted, however, that -
these no-action requests do not appear to have been supported by opinions from
members of the Delaware bar. In contrast, the Company's request is supported
‘by an opinion prepared by members of the Delaware bar who are licensed, and
actively practice, in Delaware. Accordingly, the Company believes that the
Staff should grant it no-action relief in accordance with the authority cited above
(see AlliedSignal, Inc., Weirton Steel Corporation and Radiation Care, Inc.,
supra) rather than deny such relief on the basis of the Alaska Air Group, Inc.
and Lucent Technologies Inc. no-action letters. See Division of Corporatxon
.Finance: Staff Legal Bulletin'No. 14 (July 31, 2001) (noting that, in assessing
how much weight to afford an opxmon of counsel, the Staff considers whether
counsel is licensed to practice in the jurisdiction whose law is at issue in the
opinion).
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amend the bylaws to give holders of 10% to 25% of the outstanding common stock” the
power to call a special shareholder meeting).

Alternatively interpreting the Proposal to request that the Board amend the
. Certificate would also result in the Proposal conflicting with Delaware law. Under
Section 242 of the DGCL, an amendment to the Certificate requires both a board
resolution and subsequent shareholder approval. The Proposal, if adopted, would thus
be invalid under Delaware law because it would purport to require the Board to
unilaterally- alter the Company’s Certificate. The Commission has supported the
exclusion of a proposal under Rule 14a-8(i)(2) where it requires the board of a company
to unilaterally amend a certificate of incorporation and where, as here, the Company’s
request is supported by an opinion of counisel. See Burlington Resources, Inc. SEC No-
Action Letter (Feb. 07, 2003) (holding that a proposal requesting that "the board of
directors amend the certificate of incorporation to reinstate the rights of shareholders to
take action by written consent and to call special meetings” was excludable under Rule

142-8()(2)).

- Furthermore, the broad “right” the Proponent seeks is mcons:stent with
Delaware law. As explained in the supporting statement, the Proposal is intended to
result in complete stockholder control of the time and subject matter of a special
meeting: "Shareholders should have the ability to call a special meeting when they think
a matter is sufficiently important to merit expeditious consideration. Shareholder
control over fiming is especially mportant regarding a major acquisition or
restructuring, when events unfold qmckly and issues become moot by the next annual
meeting.” Although the Proposal envisions shareholder control over the timing of
special meetings, provisions of Delaware law would render an unrestricted right to
control such timing invalid. See 8 Del. C. § 222(b) (stating that a special meeting
cannot be held on less than ten days’ notice to the stockholders). Similarly, though the
Proposal also contemplates that shareholders would have the power to call special
meetings regarding "major acquisition[s]" and "restructuring[s]," provisions of
- Delaware law do not permit shareholders to call special meetings on merger agreements
or charter amendments (the primary means of effecting acquisitions and restructurings)
unless these matters have first been approved by the board and then submitted for
shareholder approval See, e.g., 8 Del. C. §§ 251(b) & (c); 242(b)(1). Importantly,
these provisions of Delaware law may not be altered by either a certificate of
incorporation or bylaw provision. See 8 Del. C. §§ 102(b)(1), 109(b). Adoption of the
Proposal would therefore create an unavoidablc substantive conflict with Delaware law.

: Because either granting shareholders the unrestricted right to call special

meetings in the manner indicated by the Proposal, or granting the right to call the type
of special meeting envisioned by the Proposal and the supporting statement, would
cause the Company fo violate Delaware law, the Proposal is exchxdable under Rule 14a-

B(X2).
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II. The Proposal May be Omitted Because the Company Lacks the Authority
to Implement the Proposal.

Rule 14a-8(i)(6) permits an issuer to omit a shareholder proposal from its proxy
matenalstf”theoompanywoxﬂdlackthepoweroramhomywxmplmentthe
proposal.” If a company wishes to provide its shareholders with the right to call special
meetings, it may only do so through a bylaw or by an amendment to the company’s
‘cettificate of incorporation. As noted in the Delaware Law Firm Opinion, a bylaw that
" conflicts with the certificate of incorporation of a Delaware corporation is "void" and a
"nullity."2 Implementing the Proposal with a bylaw would be inconsistent with Article
TWELFTH of the Certificate; therefore, the Board would not have the power to adopt
such a bylaw. The Delaware Law Firm Opinion also makes clear that a company's
certificate of incorporation may only be amended through the two step process of a
board resolution and subsequent shareholder vote. Thus, the Board does not have the
unilateral power to provide for a shareholder "right” to call special meetings. Because
the adoption of the Proposal would oblige the Board to either adopt a bylaw that would
be inconsistent with the Certificate, or else make a unilateral change of the Certificate,
the Proposal is excludable under Rule 14a-8(i)}(6). The Commission has held that a
companymayexcludeaproposalwhere, as here, it calls on the board to unilaterally
alter the company’s certificate of incorporation. See Burlington Resources, Inc. SEC
No-Action Letter (Feb. 07, 2003) (holding a Proposal to be excludable where it
requested that the board amend the company‘s certificate thhout a shareholder vote).

IV.  The Propesal May be Omitted Because itis an Improper Snb]ect for
Shareholder Action Under the Law of Delaware.

+ Rule 14a-8(i)(1) permits an issuer to exclude a proposal if it "is not a proper
subject for action by shareholders under the laws of the jurisdiction of the company’s
organization." The Commission further notes that "proposals that are binding on the
company face a much greater likelihood of being improper under state law and,
therefore, exchudable under rule 14a-8(i)(1).” SEC Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14 (CF)
(2001). The Proposal asks the Board to either adopt a bylaw or amend the Certificate to

2 See Centaur Partners, IV v. Nat'l Intergroup, Inc., 582 A.2d 923, 929 (Del.
1990) (noting that a proposed bylaw that would have limited the directors' power
to amend the bylaws would have been a "nullity” if it were adopted to the extent
it conflicted with a certificate of incorporation provision granting the directors
unqualified power to amend the bylaws); see also Prickett v. American Steel and
Pump Corporation, 253 A.2d 86, 88 (Del. Ch. 1969) ("[T]he bylaw provision is
in conflict with the charter [i.e., certificate of incorporation] and it is therefore

.- void") (citations omitted); Burr v. Burr, 291 A.2d 409, 410 (Del. Ch. 1972)
("Plaintiffs are correct in their conclusion that a by-law in conflict with the
certificate of incorporation is a nullity") (citations omitted).
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include a provision that would cause the Company to violate Delaware law. By urging
the Board to unilaterally amend the Certificate, the Proposal seeks Board action that is
expressly prohibited by Delaware law. The Commission has found proposals requiring
unilateral action by the Board to amend a certificate of incorporation to be excludable
under Rule 14a-8()(1). See Great lakes Chemical Corp. SEC No-Action Letter (Mar.
03; 1999) (bolding excludable a proposal relating to classification of directors'that
operated to affirmatively require a board of directors to amend a company’s certificate
of incorporation); see also UAL Corp. SEC No-Action Letter (Feb. 07, 2001); Alaska

Air Group Inc. SEC No-Action Letter (Mar. 26, 2000); Torotel, Inc. SEC No-Acnon.

Letter (Aug. 29, 2007).

. In addition, regardless of whether the Propom sceks a certificate amendment or
bylaw amendment, the Proposal is an improper subject for shareholder action because
of the substantive changes the Proposal would implement. All special meetings are

_ subject to certain restrictions, imposed by Delaware law, that cannot be eliminated by a
bylaw or any other governing documents. For example, as stated above, the Proposal
secks to give shareholders the right to call special meetings on "major acquisition[s]"
and "restructuring{s].” In keeping with the fundamental premise of Delaware law that
vests managerial authority in a company’s board, theDGCLreqmmsthattheBoardﬁxst
approve these matters before thiey may be voted on by shareholders if such actions take
the form of a charter amendment or merger agreement. See 8 Del. C. §§ 242 & 251.
Allowing shareholders to call a meeting on these matters, before the Board has had the
opportunity to consider them, would violate the DGCL. The Commission has

" previously found a proposal analogous to the one at hand to be an improper subject for

action by sharcholders. Hartmarx Corp. SEC No-Action Letter (Jan. 16, 2002) (finding
improper shareholder action where a proposal required that the board amend Hartmarx's
bylaws and related governing instruments to provide for cumulative voting in future
clections -of directors). For these reasons, the Proposal is an improper subject for

shareholder action under the Delaware law and it is therefore excludable pursuant to

Rule 14a-8(i)(1).
V. The Proposal May be Omitted Because it is Inherently Vague and
Indeﬁmte.

Rule 14a-8(i)(3) permits an issuer to omit a shareholder proposal from its proxy

" ‘materials where “the proposal, or supporting statement is contrary to any of the

Commission's proxy rules, including Rule 14a-9, which prohibits materially false or -

misleading statements in proxy soliciting materials.” In recent years the Commission
has clarified the grounds for exclusion under Rule 142-8(i)(3) and noted that proposals

may be excluded where "the resolution contained in the proposal is so inherently vague -

or indefinite that neither the stockholders voting on the proposal, nor the company in
implementing the proposal (if adopted), would be able to determine Wlﬂl any reasonable
certainty exactly what actions or measures the proposal requires.” SEC Staff Legal
Bulletin No. 14B (CF) (2004).
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The Proposal is unclear as to the change it seeks to effect. It requests an
amendment to "our governing documents” without specifying the governing documents
to which it refers. This omission is significant because, as explained in detail above,
neither the Company’s Bylaws nor its Certificate can be amended by the Board in the
manner envisioned by the Proponent. Moreover, the Proposal speaks of a "shareholder
right to call a special meeting.” As has also already been discussed, no such
shareholder right exists under Delaware law. In interpreting the predecessor to Rule
14a-8(i)(3), the United Statés District Court for the Southerni District of New York
made clear that "[s]bareholders are entitled to know precisely the breadth of the

proposal on which they are asked to vote.” New York City Employees’ Ret. Sys. v.

Brunswick Corp., 789 F. Supp. 144, 146 (S.DN.Y. 1992); see also Int'l Bus. Machines

Corp. SEC No-Action Letter, 2005 SEC No-Act. LEXIS 139 (Feb. 2, 2005).

This concem for the sharcholders is to say nothing of the uncertainty
surrounding the legal duties of the Board in implementing the Proposal were it to be
adopted. The Commission has also found exclusion to be warranted where "any
actions(s) ultimately taken by the Company upon implementation of thfe] proposal
could be significantly different from the action(s) envisioned by the sharcholders voting
on the proposal.” Occidental Petroleum Corp. SEC No-Action Letter (Feb. 11, }99});
see also Jos. Schlitz Brewing Co. SEC No-Action Letter (Mar. 21, 1977) ("any resultant
action by the Company would have to be made without guidance from the proposal and,
consequently, in possible contravention of the intentions of the shareholders who voted

- on the proposal”). For theése reasons, the Proposal is objectionably vague and indefinite

and may be excluded pursuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(3).
VL  The Proponent Should not be Permitted to Revise the Proposal.

Although' we recognize that the Commission will, on occasion, permit
proponents to revise their proposals to correct problems that are "minor in nature and do
not alter the substance of the proposal,”3 the Company asks the Commission to decline
to grant the Proponent an opportunity to return to the drawing board to correct the
serious flaws in the Proposal The Proposal contains no less than three fundamental
errors:

e  The Proposal fails to specxfy the type of change to "our govexmng

documents" that it envisions;

. _There is no "sharcholder right to call a special meeting” under Delaware
law; and

3 See SEC Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14B (CF) (2004).
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. No goveming document of the Company can create the alleged
shareholder right to call special meetings that the Proponent seeks
without violating Delaware Iaw.

Far from "minor in nature,” tthmponentwould need to completely overhaul
the Proposal to make it comply with Rule 14a—8

TheProponenthadampleumemdmﬂamohmanthatoomphesmththcpmxy
rules before the 120-day deadline set forth in Rule 14a-8(c) expired. Neither the

Company nor the Staff should be forced to serve as copy editor for the Proponent, nor

aslegalcmmseltoidmﬁfyandremedythefatalﬂawsinhishoposal. Because the
Proposal would require extensive revisions in order to comply with Rule 14a-8 and
applicable Delaware law, theOompanyrequeststhattheStaﬁ'agreeﬂmttherposal
should be omitted from the Proxy Materials entirely.

VIL. Conclusion.

For the foregoing reasons, the Company respectfully requests that the
Commission confirm that it would not recommend enforcement action if the Company
omits the Proposal from the Proxy Materials. If you have any questions, or if the Staff
is unable to concur with the Company’s conclusions without additional information or
discussions, the Company respectfully requests the opportumity-to confer with members
of the Staff priot to the issuance of any written response to this letter. Please do not
hesitate to contact the undersigned at 310-201-1630. .

’ Respectﬁﬂly submitted,

W/&__
Stephen D. Yslas
Corporate Vice President, Secretary and

Geneta_l Counsel

CFOCC-00037061
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JOHN CHEVEDDEN

*** FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 %%~ *+ FISMA & GMB Memorandum M-07-16 **

Mr. Ronald Sugar
Chairman
Northrop Grumman Co:pora;twn (NOC)
1840 Cenlury Park Bast -
Los Angeles, CA 90067
PIL: 310-553-6262
FX: 310-553-2076
Rule 14a-8 Proposal
Dear Mr. Sugar,

This Rule 14a-8ptoposalxsmpectﬁﬂlysubmmdmsnpponoﬂhslong- performance of
our company. This proposal is submitted for the next annual shareholder meeting. Rule 14a-8
requirements arc intended to be met including the continuous ownership of the required stock
vahie until after the date of the respective sharcholder meeting and presentation of the proposal
at the annual meeting. This submitted format, with the shareholdcr-snpphed emphasis, is
intended to be used for definitive proxy publication. -

lnthemerestofcompanyeostsmngsmdmpmvmgﬁweﬁimencyofthemlel4a-8procss~-

please mmmnmte Vlaemal.l‘hFlSMA&OMBMemorandmnM-OTm"'

: erwmdmhmmdtheomdmhmofﬂmbdoszmhmwapmwtedmwppmof
the long-term performance of our company Please acknowledge weapt of this proposal
prompﬂvbyemm!- '

- Sincerely, . ‘. v ' -
Mowve-be b 4 2007
hn Chevedden *  Date

cc: Stephen D. Yslas
Corporate Secretary
PIL: 310-201-3081
EX: 310-556-4556

— i ———

MU TUD PO .ll-""‘
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LA7 28/ ZU0T TAIABMARS OMB Memorandum M-07-16 g0z

[NOC: Rule 14a-8 Proposal, November 28, 2007]
3 — Special Sharcholder Meetings
RESOLVED, Sharcholders ask owr board to amend our governing documents in order that there
is no restriction on the shareholder right to call a special meeting,:compared to the standard
- allowed by applicable law on calling a special meeting.

Special mectings allow investors to vote on important matters, such as o takeover offer, that can
arise between annual meetings. Ifsbareholdersennnotcallspeclalmewmmanagmmtmay
bccomeinsu!atedandmvmrmnsmawafer

Shareholdersshouldhavethcab:htytnan aspecmlmeenngwhentheyﬂunkamamns
sufficiently important to merit expeditious consideration. Sharcholder control over timing is
especially important regarding a major acquisition or restructuring, whea events unfold quickly
andlssmmybeeomemootbyﬂxewnannualmeetmg

Eighteen (18) proposals on this lopicavcraged SG%supponinzow—mclndmg 74%-support at
Honeywell (IION) according to RiskMetrics (formerly Institutional Shareholder Services).
declnyandeguatdsupponashareholdunghtmullaspemlmeehng. ]

In2007o\rmamgemmmokadvantageofatednummytoprwmusﬁomcasmabanoton
this proposal topic. Please see the no action response, Northrop Grumman Corp. (March 13,
2007) available through SECnet.

JohnChevzddemRedmdnBead;Cahﬁ,mdthemuitsofﬁnspmposdahoﬂdalsobe
- considered in the context of our Gompany’s overall coxporate govemance structure and individual
mpetfonmee, For instance in 2007 the following structurc and performance issues were
identi
* The Corporate Library hitp://www.thecorporatelibrary.com. an mdependent invesbment
research firm rated our company:
“D” in Board Bffectiveness.
“High Governance Risk Assessment.”
“Very high concem” in executive pay.
* Our CEO Mr. Suger received $21 million in 2006, the most among leaders of the-five
largmU.S.defcnseeompmw,w}n]eshmmscfarmmanany of its xivals.
» We had no shareholder right to:
1) Cumulative voting.
2) Act by written consent.
3) Call a special meeting. .
4) A maijorlty vote requirement in the election of directors.
» Thus future shareholder proposals on the above topics could obtain significant support.
» Poison pill: Our directors can adopt a poison pill that is never subject to a shareholder votc.

Additionally: '
» We did not have an independent chairman or even a Lead Director.
» Our most senior director, Ms. Peters, was also the most senjor director at Merrill Lynch.
M.eﬁ'nllLynchtookaﬁ billion charge and then its CEQ, Mr. O°Neal, departed with $161
million.
Meanynchwasramd“D”byTbeCorporatehbrary as was 3M (MMM), another board
that Ms. Petcrs serves on
Thcabomwnoemdmwstheremmmformpmmneﬂmdmfomsthemntomwmge

our board to respond positively to this pmposal

cwomo
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1172872007 1% :REMAAK OMBE Memorandum M-07-16 *** 3003

Special Sharcholder Mestings ~
-Yeson 3

Notes: _ . .
John Chevedden, "’FlsmA&OMBMernorandwnM—O?—16"' .~ sponsored this proposal.

The above format is requested for publmonvmimutre-edmng, re-fomxamng or elimination of
text, including beginning and concluding text, unless prior agreement is reached. Itis
respectfully requested that this proposal beprooﬁeadbefozemspubhshedmﬁxedeﬁmnve
proxy to cnsure that the integrity of the submiited format is replicated in the proxy matcrials.

leeaduserfthm:sanytypogmphcalqmsbm

Please note that the title of the proposal is part of the argument in favor of the proposal. In the
interest of clarity mdmavoxdconfusonﬂ:euueofthsandeachothzrballotmmxsreqmstedm

be consistent throughout all the proxy materials.

'l‘hcoompanyisrequeshedtoassignaproposalmber(reptmtedby“3”above)basedonthc
chronological order in which proposals are submitted. The requested designation of “3” or
highér number allows for ratification of anditors to be item 2.

This proposal is believed to confonn with Staff Legal Bulletin No. 148 (CF), Sept:mber 15
2004 inclnding:
Accordmgly, going forward, we believe that it would not be appropriate for companics to
exclnde supporting statement language and/or an eatire proposal in reliznce on rule 142-8(0)(3) in
the following circumstances:
* the company objects to factual assertions because they are not supported;
» the company objects to factusl assertions that, while not materially false or misleading, may
be disputed or countered; .
+ the company objects to 'factual assertions because those assertions may be m:pretcd by
ﬁaraleholdmmamannerﬁmwunfavombleiothe compeny, its directors, or its officers;
'or
» the compauy objects to staterents becauise they represent the opinion of the sharcholder
proponent or 2 refexenced source, but the statements are not identified specifically as such.

See also: Sun Microsystems, Ine. (July 21, 2005).

Stock will be held until aﬂatheannualmemngaudthepxoposalwﬂlbepresem:datthemml
meeting.

Please acknowledge this proposal promptly by email and advise the most convenient fax number
* and email address to forward a broker letter, if needed, to the Corporate Secretary’s office.

RIWE WD I A AN
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Exhibit B
Opinion Of Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunneil LLP
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Mozzis, N1osoLs, ArseT & TUNNELL LLp

1201 Noxrz Mazxer Sreezr
P.O. Box 1347
Wamoron, Derawasze 19899-1347
302 658 9200
302 658 3989 Fax
Jamuary 17, 2008

Northrop Grumman Corporation
1840 Century Park East

Los Angeles, CA 90067

Re:  Stockholder Proposal Submitted By John Chevedden
Ladies and Gentlemen: | |
msleuaisinmcponseioyowrequmforoﬁopinimwimmspectmcemin
matters involving -a stockholder proposal (fhe "Proposal”) submitted to Notthrop Grummman
cbxporaﬁon, a Delaware corporation (the "Company™), by John Chevedden (the "Proponent”) for
inclusion in the Company's proxy statement and form of proxy for its 2008 Annual Mesting of
Stockholders. Specifically, you have requested our opinion (i) Whether the Proposal would, if
implemented, cause the Company to violate Delaware law, (ii) whether the Proposal is a proper
subject for s’no#kholder action under Delaware law and (iii) whether the Company possesses the
authority to implement the Proposal.'

L The Proposal.
The Proposal asks the board of directors of the Company (the "Board”) to amend

the "governing documents” of the Company "in order that there is no restriction on the
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Nc;rthrop Grumman Corporation
Jamuary 17, 2008
Page 2
sharehiolder tight to call a special mesting, compared to the standard allowed by applicable law
on calling a special meeting.”"

We note at the outset that the Proposal is unclear 2s to ifs intention, and we
therefore cannot determine exactly what course of action the Proponent is urging the Board to
take. Contrary to- what the Proponent appears to believe, stockholders do not enjoy a "right”
under Delaware law to call special meetings. In fact, inder Delaware law only the board of
directors and the Delaware Court of Chancery can call a special meeting of stockholders, unless
additional persons are authorized to call specml meetings by virtue of a chartr.r or bylaw
provision? Thus, the Board cannot look to any "standard” under "applicable law" to determine
the content of the "right" that the Proponent dmes to grant to stockholders.

' However, for purposes of th:s opinion, we have interpreted the Proposal as
requesting that the Board enact a bylaw or a charter provision granting each stockholder the
"right,” free from any "rwﬁieﬁon," to enable any Company stbckholder to call 2 meeting on the

“terms of such stockholder's choosing. We also note that, according to the Proponm%, such

! The Proposal reads:

RESOLVED, Sharcholders ask our board to amend our
governing documents in order that there is no restriction on the
shareholder right to call a special meeting, compared to the
standard allowed by applicable law on calling a special meeting.

2 Section 211(d) of the Delaware General Corporation Law (the "DGCL") specifies that
"Special meetings of the stockholders may be called by the board of directors or by such
person or persons as may be authorized by the certificate of incorporation or by the
bylaws." 8 Del. C. § 211(d). In addition, the DGCL empowers the Delaware Court of
Chancery to-call meetings of stockholders under certain circumstances. See, e.g., 8 Del.

.C. § 225(2) (permitting such court to call a meeting in circumstances where the court
determines that no valid election has been held at a prior meeting or in a purported action
by written consent).
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Northrop Grumman Corporation
January 17, 2008
Page 3
stockholder's "right” should include the ability to "control® the "timing" of when the special
meeting will be held® andaﬁordmestockmderanoppmtytoeanameeﬁngsothat
stockholders can vote on issues conceming a "takeover offer” or a "major acquisition or
restructuring” involving the Company.*
. Summary.

- In our opinion, the Board would violate Delaware law if it attempted to amend the
Company's "governing documents” to provide each stockbolder an unrestricted right to call @
special meeting, as proposed by the Proponént. Delaware law reooéuizw two types of
"governing documents” that could be amended to provide stockholders the right to call special
meetings: the corporation’s bylaws and its charter. As explained in Part IILA herein, if the Board
adopted abylawpmporﬁngtocénfaonstockholdmsﬂwpowertowll a special meeting, such
bylaw would be invalid because it would conflict with the Company's Restated Certificate of
‘Tncorporation (the "Chaster”), which specifies that only the Board and the Chairman of the Board
may call special meetings. This means that a stockholder right to call a special meeting could be
validly enacted only through an amendment to the Charter. However, the Board would also
violate Delaware law if it attempted to unilaterally amend the Charter to provide the stockholders

the right to call a special meeting because, as explained in Part IIL.B herein, such an amendment

3 See Supporting Statement Accompanying the Proposal ("Shareholdm's should have the
ability to call a special meeting when they think a matter is suﬁmently importatt to merit
expeditions consideration. Shareholder control over timing is especially nnportant

- regarding a major acquisition or restructuring, when events unfold quickly and issues
become moot by the next annual meeting.").

4 See Supporting Statement Accompanying the Proposal ("Special meetings allow
investors to vote on important matters, such as a takeover offer, thatmansebetween

annnal meetings.").
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NorthropGrumman Corporation
January 17, 2008 )

Page 4

would require the approval of both the Board and the Company stockholders. Accordingly, the
Board would violate Delaware law if it attempted to take the wnilateral action urged by the
Proponent, i.e., to amend either of the Company’s two "governing documents” to create a
stockholder right to call special meetings.

In addition to the fatal flaw in the Proposal discussed above (i.c., the inability of
the Board to unilateially enact the Proposal), it also contains substantive shortcomings that
would, in our opinion, render it invalid even if the Board could enact it. As explained in Parts
NL.C and I1.D herein, a restriction-free right to call special meeﬁngs of the type envisioged by
the Proposal would violate certain restrictions in the DGCL on calling special meetings that,
under the DGCL, cannot be eliminated by a "governing document" of the Company. These
restrictions encompass provisions intended to benefit the stockholders, such as requiring
mi:ﬁmmmﬁceforallmeéﬁngs,aswdlasr&suaintsthmagofuningdoammmnot
eliminate, such as a prohibition on meetings called to consider unlawful actions. No bylaw or
- charter provision can grant the stockholders a right to call special meetings that is free of these
important restrictions. |

For the reasons set forth above, it is our oplmon that the Proposal would cause the
Company to violate Delaware law if the Proposal were implemented. In addition, because the
Proposal asks the Board to violate Delaware law, it is also our opinion that, as explained in Part
IV herein, the Propasal is not a proper subject for stockholder action under Delaware law.

Finally, because, as noted above, the Board cannot unilaterally adopt cither a
i)ylawormamendmttotthﬁartertoadoptﬂ:eProposal,itisalsoowopinionthat,as
explained in Part V hercin, the Company (i.e., the Board) lacks the anthority to implement the

_ Proposal.
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Northrop Gramman Corporation

January 17, 2008

Page 5

IOT.  The Proposal, If Implemented, Would Cause The Company To Violate Delaware Law.

A. ~ The Board Cannot Enact The Proposal In The Form Of A Bylaw Because The
Bylaw Would Conflict With The Charter.

' If adopted, a bylaw granting each Company stockholder the unrestricted right to -
call a special meeting would directly conflict with the Charter, which limits the right to call
special meetings to the Board and the Chaimman of the Board: "Special meetings of the
stockholders of the Corporation for any purpose or purposes may be called at any time by a
_méjority of the Board of Directors or by the Chamnan of the Board. Special meetings may not
be called by any other person or persons." Chatter, Asticle TWELFTH (emphasis added).

| The Proposal is inconsistent with this limitation, and therefore cannot be adopted
as a bylaw, 5emse Section 109(b) of the DGCL prohibits the adoption of a Bylz;w that is
inconsistent with the Chalter.s The Sl:;;reme Court of Delaware has interpreted Section 109(b)
of the DGCL to mean that a bylaw is a "mullity” if it conflicts with the charter.’ This
interpretation is consistent with a long line of Delaware precedents.” Therefore, the Proposal
could not be adopted as a bylaw.®

3 8 Del. C. § 109(b) ("The bylaws may contain any provision, not inconsistent with law or
" with the certificate of incorporation [i.e., the charter], relating to the business of the
. corporation, the conduct of its affairs, and its rights or powers or the rights or powers of

its stockholders, directors, officers or employees.”) (emphasis added).

6 Centaur Partners, IV v. Nat'l Intergroup, Inc., 582 A.2d 923, 929 (Del. 1990) (noting that .
a proposed bylaw that would bave limited the power of the board of directors to change
the size of the board through a bylaw amendment would have been a "nullity” to the
extent it conflicted with a certificate of incorporation provision granting the board the
power to amend the bylaws). ’ '

7 See Essential Enterprises Corporation v. Automatic Steel Products, Inc., 159 A.2d 288,
291 (Del. Ch. 1960) (invalidating a bylaw providing for removal of directors without

. cause because it was inconsistent with the certificate of incorporation); Prickett v.

. . (contimied)
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Northrop Grumman Corporation
January 17, 2008
Page 6

B.  The Board Cannot Enact The Proposal In The Form Of A Charter Provision

Because The Board Cannot Unilaterally Amend The Charter.

Because the Charter currently specifies who may call a special meeting of
stockholders, a proposal to allow stockholders to call special meetings could be effected only by
an amendment to the Charter. Iftﬁeproponentisasldngthesomtommdmecnam;
howeves, the Proponent is calling on. the Board to violate Delaware law, bocanse the Board
cannot unilaterally amend the Charter without stockholder approval. Section 242 of the DGCL
. roquires that charter amendments be approved by the board and the holders of a majority of the
* stock entitled to vote on such amendments. See 8 Del. C. § 242(b)(1) (providing that the board
st adopt a resolution ‘seﬂiﬁg forth the amendment proposed, declaring its advisability, and -
either calling a special meeting of the stockholders entitled to vote in respect thereof ... or
direcﬁngﬂmﬁlemmdmmtpmposedbemnsideredmmenw&amualmeeﬁngofthe
stockholders” before tﬁe stockholders vote on the amendment). The Delaware Supreme Court
has poted that only if these two steps are taken in precise order does a corporation have the

({continued) »
American Steel and Pump Corporation, 253 A 2d 86, 88 (Del. Ch. 1969) (invalidating a
bylaw that provided one-year terms for directors because the certificate of incorporation
provided directors three-year terms); Oberly v. Kirby, 592 A.2d 445, 459 (Del. 1991)
(declaring invalid a bylaw that had the effect of allowing the directors of a non-stock
membership corporation to remove and select new members because the certificate of
incorporation allowed only current members to select their successors).

8 ‘We note that Section 2.02 of the current Bylaws of the Company (the "Bylaws") purports
to allow the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Company; in addition to the
Board and the Chairman of the Board, to call special stockholder meetings. However,
because the Charter does not empower the President and the Chief Executive Officer to
call special meetings, if either of the offices of President or Chief Executive Officer is not
also held by the Chairman of the Board, then the President and the Chief Executive
Officer may not call a special meeting.
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Northtop Grumman Corporation
January 17, 2008
Page 7
power to file a certificate of amendment with the office of the Secretary of State of the State of
Delaware to effect the amendment:
[XJt is significant that two discrete corporate events must occur, in
precise sequence, to amend the oeruﬁcateofmcoxpomnonunderS
Del. C. § 242: First, the board of directors must adopt a resolution
declaring the advisability of the amendment and calling for a
stockbolder vote. Second, a majority of the outstanding stock
entitled to vote must vote in favor.
Williams v. Geier, 671 A.2d 1368, 1381 (Del. 1996). Therefore, the Proposal would cause the
- Company to violate Delawafe law. '

44 The Board ‘Cannot Confer On The Stockholders A Right To Call Speclal
Meetings That Is Free From The Restrictions Imposed By Statute.

By asking the Board to amend the Cothpany’s "governing documents” to ensure |
that there is "no restriction” on the stockbolders right to call a special mecting, the Proponerit is
asking the Board to adopt amendments to such documents that are inconsisté:t with the
provisions of the DGCL that set forth mandatory procedures for calling a special meeting. Thus,

even if the Board could enact the Proposal, its snbstaﬁtivgt terms (i.e., the purported unrestricted
| right to call special meetings) would render it invalid.

As noted above, a central feature of the Proposal is the Proponent's desire to.

enable a stockholder to control the "timing” of when a stockholder meeting is held. The

® See also Lions Gate Entm't Corp. v. Image Entm't Inc., 2006 WL 1668051, at *7 (Del.
Ch. June 5, 2006) ("Because the Charter Amendment Provision purports to give the . ..
‘board the power to amend the charter unilaterally without a shareholder vote, it
contravenes Delaware law and is invalid"); Klang v. Smith's Food & Drug Centers, Inc.,
1997 WL 257463, at *14 (Del. Ch. May 13, 1997) ("Pursuant to 8 Del. C. § 242,
amendment of a corporate certificate requires a board of directors to adopt a resolution
which declares the advisability of the amendment and calls for a shareholder vote.
Thereafter, in order for the amendment to take effect, 2 majority of outstanding stock
must vote in its favor."), aff'd, 702 A.2d 150 (Del. 1997).
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Nortbrop Grumman Corporation
January 17,2008
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Proposal is ﬁhﬂyﬁawedbemxseno one can cause the Company to hold ameeﬁngatmﬁme
such person chooses. For example, Section 222(b) of the DGCL specifies thatAa special meeting
canmot be held on less than ten days’ notice to the stockholders. See 8 Del. C. § 222(5).* Any
action taken at a meeting that did not safisfy this minimum notice requirement would be void
(unless and until later ratified through valid corporate action—such as approval at a properly
noticed meeting). See, e.g., Lofland v. DiSabatz‘no, 1991 WL 138505 (Del. Ch. July 253 1991)
(holding that the purported director elections held at an amnual meeting that was not properly
noticed were voidable and upholding such elections only because the stockholders later ratified
the elections at a properly noticed meeting). .
In addm(m to the constraints imposed by the ten-day notice requirement; a
stockholder's ability to call a special meeting is also manditorily restricted by Section 222(a) of
the DGCL, which specifies that stockholders are limited to taking achon only on the business set
forth in the notice of the special meeting. 8 Del. C. § 222(a)"'; see also Catalano v. Trans World
Corp., 1§79 WL 4639 (Del. Ch. Sept. 19, 1979) ("[1]t is clearly established under Delaware law

10 Section 222(b) of the DGCL provides, in pertinent part: *Unless otherwise provided in
this chapter, the written notice of any meeting shall be given not less than 10 nor more
than 60 days before the date ofthemeetmgto each stockholder entitled to vote at such
meeting.” Other provisions of the DGCL require additional notice for meetings at which
certain special actions are submitted for stockbolder approval. See, e.g., 8 Del. C. §
251(c) (requiring twenty days' notice of a meeting at which a merger agreement is
submitted for stockholder approval).

M Gection 222(a) of the DGCL provides, in pertinent part: "Whenever stockholders are
required or permitted to take any action at a meeting, @ writien notice of the meeting shall
be given which shall state the place, if any, date and hour of the meeting, the means of
remote communications, if any, by which stockholders and proxy holders may be deemed
to be present in person and vote at such meeting, and, ir the case of a special meeting, the
purpose or purposes for which the meeting is called." (emphasis added).

CFOCC-00037074




Northrop Grumman Corporation
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thattbcbusinwstobetmnsactedataspecialmeeﬁngofsto;kholdetsbelimitedtothat
noticed.”). If stockholders were to attempt to call ameeﬁngtdeusimsnotsdibrﬂxin
the notice, any such transacted business would be invalid. See Vogtman v. Merchant's Mortgage
& Credit Co., 178 A. 99, 103 (Del. Ch. 1935) (holding that directors were not elected at a special
. meeting ofprefened stockholders becanse the nofice failed fo state that directors would be
elected at the meetmg) Accordingly, a bylaw or charter provision could not be adopted that
wouldpe:mltastoekholdertopresmbusmessatthemeetmgﬁmtwasnotmchldedmthenonoe
The mandatory notice requirements imposed by Sections 222(a) and (b) of the

DGCL discnssed above may not be altered by either a charter or bylaw provision.?

12 See 8 Del C. § 102(b)(1) (specifying that a charter may contain "[a]ny provision for the
_management of the business and for the conduct of the affairs of the corporation, and any
provision creating, defining, limiting and regulating the powers of the corporation, the
directors, and the stockholders ... . if such provisions are not contrary to the laws of this
State.” (emphasis added); see also 8 Del. C. § 109(b) ("The bylaws may contain any
Pprovision, not inconsistent with law or with the certificate of incorporation, relating to the
business of the corporation, the conduct of its affairs, and its rights or powers or the rights
or powers of its stockholders, directors, officers or employees.”) (emphasis added). We
note that one decision from the Delaware Court of Chancery suggests that, for certain
statutes in the DGCL, it may be possible for a company to depart from the requirements
of the statute, even though the statute itself does not expressly contemplate charter or
bylaw provisions that "opt out” of the statutory rule. Jomes Apparel Group, Inc. v.
Maxwell Shoe Co., Inc., 883 A.2d 837 (Del. Ch. 2004) (upholding a charter provision that
denied the board the power to fix a record date for stockholder actions by written consent,
even though the statute that confesred on the board the power to fix a record date does not
expressly permit a charter provision limiting such power). We do not believe the
Maxwell decision would be applied to allow the Company to depart from the notice
requirements set forth in Section 222, The Court in Maxwell stated that a statutory rule
cannot be altered by a corporation if doing so would abridge a public policy evidenced by
the DGCL or Delaware common law. Id. at 843-44. In our view, adopting a bylaw, or
charter provision, that contravenes Section 222 is not permissible because Section 222 is
part of a public policy designed to encourage the fully informed vote of stockholders and
to facilitate the exercise of stockholder voting rights. Cf. Leise v. Jupiter Corp., 241 A.2d
492, 497-98 (Del. Ch. 1968) (noting that certam action could not be taken at a meeting
{continued)
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Accordingly, the special meeting provision that the Proponent asks the Board to adopt would be
invatid even if the Board could unilaterally amend the Company's "governing documents” to
mclpdemchmoﬁﬁombwmmeitmﬂdpmﬂasystemfmmnhgspeddmeeﬁngsﬁmis
inconsistent with the DGCL. ' |

D.. ﬂeBaardCannotConferOn The Stockholders An lbamimd&ght?b&!l
A Special Meeting To Transact Unlawful Business.

The adoption of the bylaw or charter provision envisioned by the Proponent

would also violate Delaware law becanse a bylaw or charter provision cannot enable a

stockholder to call a meeting to transact any business the stockholder chooses. The stockholders '

canmot take action at the meeting on a matter that would be invalid if adopted. For example,
under the DGCL, a stockholder cannot call a special meeting to enable the stockholders to vote

on merger agreements or charter amendments because the DGCL does not permit stockholders to -

vote on such items unless they have first been approved by the Board and then submitted for
_stockholder approval. See, e.g., 8 Del C. §§ 251(b) & (c); 242(1))(1).'3 |

{continned)

where the notace requn'ed by the bylaws was not given, and recognizing "good order and
fairness require that all stockholders be given an opportunity to- participate in a
meaningful meeting™). This policy is evidenced both by Delaware judicial decisions that
have invalidated actions taken at meetings that were not properly noticed and by the
scheme of the DGCL itself, which carefully establishes different notice requirements for
different corporate actions. See footnote 10, supra. We also note that a treatise authored
by current and former members of our firm share our view that the requirements of
Section 222 cannot be altered by the charter or the bylaws. D. Drexler, L. Black, Jr. & A.
G. Sparks, I, Delaware Corporation Law and Practice, § 24.03[1] at 24-5 (noting that
the provisions of Section 222(b) regarding the minimum ten days’ notice for a meehng
"are not alterable by bylaw or otherwise").

3 See Part INLB of this opinion. The procedures for approving charter amendments and
mergers may not be altered by a charter or bylaw provision. -Cf. Lions Gate Entm't Corp.,

2006 WL 1668051 (holding that a charter provision purporting to allow either the board

or the stockholders to approve charter amendments was invalid because it contravened
(continued)
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Despite this clear legal impediment, the Proponent wishes to enable a stockholder
t call a special meeting without restricting the purpose of such meeting to lawful business.
Indeed, the Proponent appears to specifically contemplate that the bylaw or charter provision
would be used fo conduct unlawful business. In his Supporting Statement, the Proponent
demands that stockholders have the power to control the "timing" on special meetings that relate
. to "major acquisition[s]" and "restructing[s]” involving the Company. As noted above, the
stockholders cannot call a meeting to vote on such issues to the extezrt'they.involve a merger
(e.g., the most common vehicle for an "acquisition” of a company) or a charter amendment (e.g.,
the most common vehicle for "restructuring” the stock ownership of a company) that has not yet
been approved by the Board. Thus, the special meeting provision eavisioned by the Proposal
would be imvalid even if the Board could unilaterally amend the Company's "goveming
documents” to include such provision. '
IV.  The Proposal Is Not A Proper Subject For Stockholder Action Under Delaware Law.
Because the Proposal, if implemented, would cause the Com.pany to violate
Delaware law, as explained in Part III of this opinion, we believe the Proposal is also not a
proper subjec’t for stockholder action under Delaware law.
V. The Company Lacks The Authority Ta'Implement The Proposal. ‘
Asnoted in Part IILA of our opinion, the Board cannot implement the Proposal by

adopting a bylaw enabling stockholders to call a special meeting because the bylaw would be
inconsistent with the Charter. Such a bylaw, if adopted, would be a "nullity” and "void" as a

(continued) : ’
* the express provisions of Section 242 of the DGCL that require both the board and the
stockholders to adopt such amendments).
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matta'-of Delaware law."* }\ceordingly, it is our opinion that the Company lacks the authority to
| adopt the Proposal in the form of a bylaw provision. ’

In addition, as we note in Part IILB of our opinion, the Board also cannot adopt
the Proposal by amending the Charter becsuse such an amendment would require both Board and
stockholder approval. The Delaware courts have recognized that charter amendments that are-
not adopted in accordance with the applicable statutory procedm are void."” Accordingly, it is
also our opinion that the Company lacks the suthority to implement the Proposal in the form of
an amendment to the Charter, because the Board cannot unilaterally adopt such an amendment

without violating the applicable provisions of the DGCL.

" Centaur, 582 A.2d at 929; see also Prickett, 253 A.2d at 88 ("[TThe by-law provision is
in conflict with the charter [i.e., certificate of incorporation] and it is therefore void")
(citations omitted); Bwrr v. Burr, 291 A.2d 409, 410 (Del. Ch. 1972) ("Plaintiffs are
correct in their conclusion that a by-law in conflict with the certificate of incorporation is
a millity™) (citations omitted).

1S AGR Halifax Fund, Inc. v. Fiscing, 743.A.2d 1188 (Del. Ch. 1999) (finding an
amendment to a certificate of incorporation not approved in the precise method set forth
in Section 242 "void™). In addition, if 2 Board-proposed amendment does not receive the
requisite stockholder vote pursuant to Section 242 of the DGCL, the Company itself
would not have the power to file a certificate of amendment in order to effectuate the
proposed amendment. See 8 Del. C. 242(b)(1).

CFOCC-00037078



Northrop Gramman Corporation
January 17, 2008
Page 13

VI  Conclusion.

For the foregoing reasons, it is our opinion that: (i) the Proposal, if implemented,
would cause the Company to violate Delaware law, (ii) the Proposal is not a proper subject for
stockholder action under Delaware law and (jii) the Company lacks the authority to implement
the Proposal. _ ' '

Very truly yours,

13469226 : ﬁ?w,',’ /‘4}40/)“ /4’54‘, ; Vel e
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RESTATED CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION
OF -

NORTHROP GRUMMAN CORPORATION

(Originally incorporated on Janvary 16, 2001
under the name NNG, Inc.)

FIRST: The name of the corporation is Northrop Grumman Corporation (the “Corporation™).

SECOND: The address of the registered office of the Corporation in the State of Delaware is
Corporation Trust Center, 1209 Orange Street, in the City of Wilmington, County of New Castle. The
name and addrssoftheCorporanonswglsteredagunmﬁ:eSInteochlawarcxsThc Corporation Trust
Company, Corporation Trust Center, 1209 Orange Street, in the City of Wilmington, County of New
Castle, State of Delaware 19801.

THIRD: The purpose of the Corporation is to -engage in any lawful act or activity for which
corporations may now or hereafter be organized under the General Corporation Law of the State of
- Delaware.

FOURTH: 1. The total number-of shares of stock which the Corporation shall have authority to
issue is Eight Hundred Ten Million (810,000,000), consisting of Eight Hundred Million (800,000,000)
shares of Common Stock, par value One Dollar ($1.00) per share (the “Common Stock™), and Ten
Million (10,000,000) shares of Preferred Stock, par value One Dollar ($1.00) per share (the“Preferred

Stock”).

2. Shares of Preferred Stock may be issued from time to time in one or more classes or series, each
of which class or series shall have such distinctive designation or title as shall be fixed by resolution of -
the Board of Directors of the Corporation (the “Board of Directors™) prior to the issuance of any shares
thereof. Each such class or series of Preferred Stock shall have such voting powers, full or limited, or no
voting powers, and such preferences and relative, participating, opnonal or other special rights and such
quahﬁcanons, limitations or restrictions thereof, as shall be stated in such resolution providing for the
issuance of such class or series of Preferred Stock as may be adopted from time to time by the Board of
Directors prior to the issuance of any shares thereof pursuant to the authority hereby expressly vested in
it, all in accordance with the Jaws of the State of Delaware. The Board of Directors is further authorized
to increase or decrease (but not below the number of shares of such class or series then outstanding) the
number of shares-of any class or series subsequent to the issuance of shares of that class or series.

Pursuant to the anthority conferred by this Article Fourth, the following series of Preferred Stock
has been designated, such series consisting of such number of shares; with such voting powers and with
such designations, preferences and relative, participating, optional or other special rights, and
quelifications, limitations or restrictions therefor as are stated and expressed in the exhibit with respect to
such series attached hereto as specified below and incorporated herein by reference:

Exhibit 1: Series B Convertible Prefened Stock

FIFTH: In furtherance and not in Hmitation of the powers conferred by statute and subject to
Article Sixth hereof, the Board of Directors is expressly authorized to adopt, repeal, rescind, alter or
amend in any respect the bylaws of the Corporation (the “Bylaws”).

SIXTH: Notwithstanding Article Fifth hereof, the Bylaws' may be adopted, repealed, rescinded,
altered or amended in any respect by the stockholders of the Corporation, but only by the affirmative vote
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of the holders of not less than a majority of the voting power of all outstanding shares of capital stock
entitled to vote thereon, voting as a single class, and by the holders of any one or more classes or series of
capital stock entitled to vote thereon as a separate class pursuant to one or more resolutions adopted by
the Board of Directors in accordance with Section 2 of Article Fourth hereof.

SEVENTH: The business and affairs of the Cosporation shall be managed by and under the
direction of the Board of Directors. Except as may otherwise be provided pursuant to Section 2 of Article
Fourth hereof in connection with rights to elect additional directors under specified circumstances which
may be granted to the holders of any class or series of Preferred Stock, the exact number of directors of
the Corporation shall be determined from time to time by a Bylaw or amendment thereto.

EIGHTH: Until the 2008 annual meeting of stockholders, the Board of Directors shall be and is
divided into three classes, Class I, Class IT and Class III. The number of authorized directors in each class
shall be the whole number contained in the quotient obtained by dividing the authorized number of
directors by three. If a fraction is also contained in such quotient, then additional directors shall be
apportioned as follows: if such fraction is one-third, the additional director shall be 2 member of Class I;
and if such fraction is two-thirds, one of the additional directors shall be a member of Class I and the
other shall be a2 member of Class Il. The directors elected to Class III in 2003 shall serve for a term
ending on the date of the annual meeting held in calendar year 2006, the directors elected to Class I in
2004 shall serve for a term ending on the date of the annual meeting held in calendar year 2007 and the
directors elected to Class II in 2005 shall serve for a term ending on the date of the annual meeting held in
calendar year 2008. The term of each director elected after the 2005 annual meeting shall end at the first
annual meeting following his or her election. Commencing with the annual meeting in 2008, the
classification of the Board of Directors shall terminate, and all directors shall be of one class and shall
serve for a term ending at the annual meeting following the annual meeting at which the divector was
elected.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this Article Eighth: each director shall serve.until his
successor is elected and qualified or until his death, resignation or remaval; fo decrease in the authorized
number of directors shall shorten the term of any incumbent director, and additional directors, elected
- pursuant to Section 2 of Article Fourth hercof in connection with rights to elect such additional directors
under specified circumstances which may be granted to the holders of any class or series of Preferred
Stock, shall not be included in any class, but shall serve for such term or terms and pursuant to such other
provisions as are specified in the resolution of the Board of Directors establishing such class or series.

NINTH: Except as may otherwise be provided pursuant to Section 2 of Article Fourth hereof in -

connection with rights to elect additional directors under specified circumstances which may be granted to
the holders of any class or series of Preferred Stock, newly created directorships resulting from any
increase in the number of directors, or any vacancies on the Board of Directors resulting from death,
resignation, removal or other causes, shall be filled solely by the affirmative vote of a majority of the
remaining directors then in office, even though less than a quorum of the Board of Directors. Any director
elected in accordance with the preceding sentence shall hold office for a term that shall end at the first
annual meeting following his or her election and until such director’s successor shall have been elected
and qualified or until such director’s death, resignation or removal, whichever first occurs.

TENTH: Any director serving during his or her three-year term of -office pursuant to the
classification of the Board of Directors provided for in Article Eighth shall be removed only for cause.

ELEVENTH: Anyacﬁonmqukedorpﬂnﬁnedtobemkenbymes&)ckho]demofﬂxe&rpmaﬁon
must be effected at a duly called annual meeting or at a special meeting of stockholders of the
Corporation, unléss the Board of Directors-authorizes such action to be taken by the written consent of the
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holders of outstanding shares of capital stock having not less than the minimum voting power that would
be necessary to authorize or take such action at a meeting of stockholders at which all shares entitled to
vote thereon were present and voted, provided all other requirements ofapphcable law and this Restated
Certificate of Incorporation have been sansﬁed.

TWELFTH: SpemalmeeungsofthesmckholdusofﬂwCorpomhonformypmposeorpmpom
may be called at any time by a majority of the Board of Directors or by the Chairman -of the Board.
Special meetings may not be called by any other person or persons. Each special meeting shall be held at
suehdateandumeas:sreqmdbyﬂlepexsonorpersonsealhngﬂxemeenng.wuhmﬁnehm;tsﬁxedby
law. .

THIRTEENTH: Meetings ofstockholdersoftheCoxpotationmay be held within or without the
State of Delaware, as the Bylaws may provide. The books of the Corporation may be kept (subject to any
provision of applicable Jaw) outside the State of Delaware at such place or places as may be designated
from time to time by the Board of Directors or in the Bylaws.

FOURTEENTH: The Corporation reserves the right to adopt, repeal, rescind, alter or amend in
any respect any provision contained in this Restated Certificate of Incorporation in the manner now or
hereafier prescribed by applicable law, and all rights conferred on stockholders herein are granted subject
to this reservation. )

FIFTEENTH: A director of the Corporation shall not be personally liable to the Corporation or. to
its stockholders for monetary damages for breach of fiduciary duty as a director, except for liability (i) for
anybmaohofﬂlednecmr’sdutyofloyaltytotheCorponhonormmstockholders,(')foractsor
omissions not in good faith or which involve intentional misconduct or a knowing violation of law, (jii)
under Section 174 of the General Corporauon Law of the State of Delaware, or {(iv) for any transaction
from which the director derives any improper personal benefit. If, afler approval of this Article by the
stockholders of the Corporation, the General Corporation Law of the State of Delaware is amended to
authorize the further elimination or limitation of the liability of directors, then the liability of a director of
the Corporation shall be eliminated or limited to the fullest extent permitted by the General Cotporation -
Law of the State of Delaware, as so amended. '

Any repeal or modification of this Article by the stockholders of the Corporation shall not adversely .
affect any right or protection of a director of the Corporation existing at the time of such repeal or
modification.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, this Restated Certificate of Incorporation which restates and integrates
and further amends the provisions of the Restated Certificate of Incorporation of this Corporation, and
which has been duly adopted in accordance with Sections 242 and 245 of the Delaware General
Corporation Law, has been executed by its duly authorized officer as of May 18,2006.

NOl_l'ﬁlROP GRUMMAN CORPORATION

By:
John H. Mullan
Corporate Vice President and Secretary
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EXHIBIT 1
SERIES B CONVERTIBLE PREFERRED STOCK
Section 1.  Designatior and Amoum, The shares of such series shall be designated as the
“Series B Convertible Preferred Stock” (the “Series B Convertible Preferred Stock™) and the
number of shares constituting such series shall be 3,500,000.

Section 2, Dividends. The holders of shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock shall

be entitled to receive cumnlative cash dividends when, as and if declared by the Board of Directors

out of any funds Iegally available therefor, at the rate per year herein specified, payable quarterly at
the rate of one-fourth of such amount on the fifteenth day (or, if such day is not a business day, on
the first business day thereafter) of January, April, July and October in each year. The rate of

_ dividends shall initially be $7.00 per year per share. Thereafter, the rate of dividends shall be
increased to $9.00 per sharc per year after the October 2001 dividend payment date if the
stockholders of the Corporation shall not have, prior to that time, approved the issuance of all
Common Stock issuable upon conversion of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock. The rate of
dividends shall be decreased to $7.00 per share after the first quarterly dividend payment date after
Stockholder Approval is obtained. Cash dividends upon the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock
shall commence to accrue and shall be camulative from the date of issuance. -

If the dividend for any dividend period shall not have been paid o set apart in fill for the

Series B Convertible Preferred Stock, the deficiency shall be fully paid or set apart for payment
before (i) any distributions or dividends, other than distributions or dividends paid in stock ranking
junior to the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock as to dividends, redemption payments and rights
upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up of the Corporation, shall be paid upon or set apart for
Common Stock or stock of any other class or series of Preferred Stock ranking junior to the Series
B Convertible Preferred Stock as to dividends, redemption payments or rights upon liguidation,
dissolution or winding up of the Corporation; and (ii) any Common Stock or shares of Preferred
Stock of any class or series ranking junior to the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock as to
dividends, redemption payments. or rights upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up of the
Corporation shall be redeemed, repurchased or otherwise acquired for any consideration other than
stock ranking junior to the Series B Preferred Stock as to dividends, redemption payments and
rights upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up of the Corporation. No distribution or dividend
shall be paid upon, or declared and set apart for, any shares of Preferred Stock ranking on a parity
with the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock as to dividends, redemption payments or rights upon
liquidation, dissolution or winding up of ‘the Corporation for any dividend period unless at the same
time a like proportionate distribution or dividend for the same or similar dividend period, ratably in
proportion to the respective annual dividends fixed therefor, shall be paid upon or declared and set
apart for all shares of Preferred Stockofall series so ranking then outstanding and entitled to
receive such dividend. ,

Section 3. Yoting Rights. Except as provided herein or as may otherwise be required by
law, the holders of shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock shall not be entitled to any
votmg rights as stockholders with respect to such shares.

(a) So long as any shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock shall be outstanding,
the Corporation shall not, without the affirmative vote of the holders of at least two-thirds of
the agpregate number of shares of Serics B Convertible Preferred Stock at the time
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. outstanding, by an amendment to the Restated Certificate of Incorporation, by merger or
consolidation, or in any other manner:

(i) authorize any class or series of stock ranking prior to the Series B Convertible
Preferred Stock as to dividends, redmnpnonpsynmtsornghtsuponhqmdanon,
dissolution or winding up of the Corporation;

(i) alter or change the preferences, special rights, or powers given to the Series B

Convertible Preferred Stock so as to affect such class of stock adversely, but nothing in
this clanse (i) shall require such a class vote (x) in connection with any increase in the
total number of authorized shares of Common Stock or Preferred Stock; () in
connection with the authorization or increase in the total number of authorized shares of
any chass of stock ranking on a parity with the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock; or
(2) in connection with the fixing of any of the particulars of shares of any other series of
Preferred Stock ranking on a parity with the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock that

. maybeﬁxedbytheBoardofDxreotorsaspmvndedmArhcleFOURTHofthe
Certificate of Incorporation; or

(iii) directly or indirectly purchase or redeem less than all of the Series B
Convertible Preferred Stock at the time outstanding unless the full dividends to which
all shares of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock then outstanding shall then be
entitled shall have been paid or declared and a sum sufficient for the payment thereof set

(b) -If and whenever accrued dividends on the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock
shall not have been paid or declared and a sum sufficient for the payment thereof set aside for
six quarterly dividend periods (whether or not consecutive), then and in such event, the
holders of the Serles B Convertible Preferred Stock, voting separately as a class, shall be
entitled to elect two"directors at any ammual meeting of the stockholders or any special
meeting held in place thereof, or at a special meeting of the holders of the SeriesB
Convertible Preferred Stock called as hereinafter provided. Such right of the holders of the
Series B Convertible Preferred Stock to elect two directors may be exercised until the
dividends in defauit on the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock shall have been paid in full

or funds sufficient therefor set aside; and when so paid or provided for, then the right of the

holders of the Series B Corivertible Preferred Stock to elect such number of directors shall
cease, but subject always to the same provisions for the vesting of such voting rights in the
case of any such future.default or defaults. At any time after such voting power shall have so
vested in the holders of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock, the Secretary of the
Corporation may, and upon the written request of the holders of record of ten percent (10%)
or more in amount of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock then outstanding addressed to
him at the principal executive office of the Corporation shall, call a special meeting of the
holders of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock for the election of the directors to be
elected by them as hereinafter provided, to be held within sixty (60) days after delivery of

such request and at the place and upon the notice provided by law and in the bylaws of the -

Corporation for the holding of meetings of stockholders; provided, however, that the
Secretary shall not be required to call such special meeting in the case of any such request
received less than ninety (90) days before the date ﬁxed_ for the next ensuing annual meeting
of stockholders. If at any such annual or special meeting or any adjournment thereof the
holders of at least a majority of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock then outstanding and
entitled to vote thereat shall be present or represented by proxy, lbcn, by vote of the holders
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of at least a majority of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock present or so represented at
such meeting, the then authorized number of directors of the Corporation shall be increased
by two, and the bolders of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock shall be entitled to elect
the additional directors so provided for. The directors so elected shall serve until the next
annqalmeeﬁngmmﬁlﬂwﬁmpecﬁvesmmshanbeelmdmdshmqmﬁfy; :
provided, however, that whenever the holders of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock
shall be divested of voting power as above provided, the terms of office of all persons elected
as directors by the holders of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock as a class shall
forthwith terminate and the number of the Board of Directors shall be reduced accordingly.

(c) If, during any infesval between any special mecting of the holders of the Series B
Convestible Preferred Stock for the election of directors to be elected by them as provided in
this Section 3 and the next ensuing annual meeting of stockholders, or between annual
meetings of stockholders for the election of directors, and while the holders of the Series B
Convertible Preferred Stock shall be entitled to clect two directors, the number of directors
who have been elected by the holders of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock shall, by
reason of resignation, death, or removal, be less than the total number of directors subject to
election by the holders of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock, (i) the vacancy or
vacancies in the directors elected by the holders of the Serics B Convertible Preferred Stock
shall be filled by the remaining director then in office, if any, who was elected by the holders
of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock, although less than a quorum, and (ii) if not s6
filled within sixty (60) days after the creation thereof, the Secretary of the Corporation shall
call a special meeting of the holders of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock and such
vacancy or vacancies shall be filled at such special meeting. Any director elected to fill any
such vacancy by the remaining director then in office may be removed from office by vote of
the holders of a majority of the shares of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock. A special
meeting. of the holders of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock may be called by a
majority- vote of the Board of Directors for the purpose of removing such director. The
Secretary of the Corporation shall, in any event, within ten (10) days after delivery to the
Corporation at its principal office of a request to such effect signed by the holders of at least
ten percent (10%) of the outstanding shares of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock, call a
special meeting for such purpose to be held within sixty (60) days after delivery of such
request; provided, however, that the Secretary shall not be required to call such 2 special
meeting in the case of any such request received less than ninety (90) days before the date
fixed for the next ensuing annual meeting of stockholders.

Section4. Redemption.

(a) Shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock shall not be redeemable except as
follows: : .

(i) All, but not less than all, of the shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock
shall be redeemed for cash in an amount equal to (X) if prior to Stockholder Approval,
the greater of (a) the Liquidation Value plus all accrued and unpaid dividends with
respect to such shares, whether or not declared, and (b) the Current Market Price of the
number of shares of Common Stock which would be issued to such holders if'all shares
of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock were converted into Common' Stock on the
Redemption Date’ pursuant to Section 8; and (Y) after Stockholder Approval, the

- Liquidation Value plus all dividends with respéct to such shares, whether or not
.declared, accrued and unpeid as of the Redemption Date, as defined below, on the first
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day after the twentieth anniversary of the initial jssunce of the Series B Convertible
Preferred Stock.

(i) All, but not less than all, of the shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock
may be redeemed at the option of the Corporation at any time afler the seventh
anniversary of the initial issuance of the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock. Any
redemption pursuant to this clause (if) shall be solely for Common Stock of the
Corporation and at the Redemption Date each holder of shares of Series B Convertible
Preferred Stock shall be entitled to receive, in exchange and upon surrender of the
certificate therefor, that number of fully paid and nonassessable shares of Common
Stock determined by dividing (X) if prior to Stockholder Approval, the greater of (a) the
Liquidation Value plus all accrued and unpaid dividends with respect to such shares,
whether or not declared, and (b) the Current Market Price of the number of shares of
Common Stock which would be issued if all shares of Series B Convertible Preferred
Stock were converted into Common Stock pursuant fo Section 8 on the Redemption
Date; or (Y) if after Stockholder Approval, the Liquidation Value plus all accrued and
-unpaid dividends with respect to such shares, whether or not declared thereon to the
Redemption’ Date, by (Z) the Current Market Price of the Common Stock as of the
Redemption Date; provided, however, that if priormﬂlekedmption Date there shall
have occurred a Transaction, as defined in Section 8(b)iii), the consideration
deliverable in any such exchange shall be the Alternate Consideration asprovxded in
Section 12.

®) Noﬁccofeverymandﬁoryoropﬁmmlmdanpﬁonshaﬂbemailedatlwstthirty

(30) days but not more than fifty (50) days prior to the Redemption Date to the holders of .

record of the shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock so to be redeemed at their
mpectweaddressesasﬂzeyappearupmﬂrebooboflbeCmpmahon.Eachsuchnohcesbﬂl

specify the date on which such redemption shall be effective (the “Redemption Date”), the
redemption price or manner of calculating the redemption price and the place where
certificates for the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock are to be suwendered for
cangellation.-

(c) On the date that redemption is being made pursuant to paragraph (a) of this Section
4, the Corporation shall deposit for the benefit of the holders of shares of Series B
Convertible Preferred Stock the funds, or stock certificates for Common Stock, necessary for
such redemption with a bank or trust company in-the Borough of Manhattan, the City of New
York, having a capital and surplus of at Jeast $1,000,000,000. Dividends paid on Conumon
Stock held for the benefit of the holders of shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock
hereunder shall be held for the benefit of such holders and paid over, without interest, on
surrender of certificates for the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock. Any monies or stock
- certificates so deposited by the Corporation and unclaimed at the end of one year from the
Redemption Date shall revert to the Corporation. After such reversion, any such bank or trust
company shall, upon demand, pay over to the Corporation such unclaimed amounts or deliver
such stock certificates and thereupon such bank or trust company shall be relieved of all
responsibility in respect thereof and any holder of shares of Series B Convertible Preferred
Stock shall fook only to the Corporation for the payment of the redemption price. Any interest
accrued on funds deposited pursuant to this paragraph (c) shall be paid ﬁ-omtunemtlmem
the Corporauon for its own account.
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{d) Upon the deposit of funds or certificates for Common Stock pursuant to paragraph
(c) in respect of shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock being redeemed pursuant to
paragraph (a) of this Section 4, notwithstanding that any certificates for such shares shall not
have been surrendered for cancellation, the shares represented thereby shall on and after the
. Redemption Date no longer be deemed outstanding, and all rights of the holders of shares of
Series B Convertible Preferred Stock shall cease and terminate, excepting only the right to
receive the redemption price therefor. Nothing in this Section 4 shall limit the right of a
holder to convert shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock pursuant to Section 8 at any
time prior to the Redemption Date, even if such shares have been called for redemption
pursuant to Section 4(a).

(e) In connection with any redemption pursuant to clause (i) of paragraph (a) of this
Section 4, no fraction of a share of common stock shall be issued, but in len thereof the
Corporation shall pay a cash adjustment in respect of such fractional interest in an amount
equal to such fractional mterstmultxphedbytheCurrentMaxketPncepcrshareofOommn
Stock on the Redemption Date.

_ Section 5. Fundamental Change in Control.

. {(a) Not later than 10 business days following 2 Fundamental Change in Control, as
defined below, the Comporation shall mail notice to the holders of Series B Convertible
Preferred Stock stating that 2 Fundamental Change in Control has occurred and advising such
holders of their right to exchange (the “Exchange Right™) any and all shares of Series B
Convestible Preferred Stock for shares of Common Stock as provided herein; provided,
however, that if prior to the Exchange Date (as defined below) there shall have occurred a
Transaction, as defined in Section 8(b)(iii), ‘the .consideration deliverable in any such
exchange shall be the Alternate Consideration as provided in Section 12, Such notice shall
state: (i) the date on which such exchanges shall be effective (the “Exchange Date™), which
shall be the 21st business day from the date of giving such notice; (if) the number of shares of
Common Stock (or Alternate Consideration) for which each share of Series B Convertible
Preferred Stock may be exchanged; and (jii) the method by which each holder may give
notice of its exercise of the Exchange Right; and (iv) the method and place for delivery of -
certificates for Series B Convertible Preferred Stock in connection with exchanges pursuant
hereto. For a period of twenty (20) business days followmg the notice provided herein, each
holder of Series B- Convemble Preferred Stock may exercise the Exchange Right as provided
herein.

(b) Pursuant to the Exchange Right, each share of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock
shall be exchanged for that number of shares of Common Stock determined by dividing an
amount equal to (X) if prior to Stockholder Approval, the greater of (a) the Liquidation Value
plus all dividends accrued and unpaid with respect to such share as of the Exchange Date,
whether or not declared, and (b) the Current Market Price of the number of shares of
Common Stock which would be issued if such share of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock
were converted into Common Stock pursuant to Section 8 on the Exchange Date; or (Y) if
after Stockholder Approval, the Liquidation Value plus all dividends accrued and unpaid with
respect to such share as of the Exchange Date, whether or not declared, in each case by the
Current Market Price per share of Common Stock as of the Exchange Date.

{c) The holder of any share of Series.B Convertible Preferred Stock may exercise the
Exchange Right by surrendering for such purpose to the Corporation, at its principal office or
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" at such other office or agency maintained by the Corporation for that purpose, a certificate or
certificates representing the shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock to be exchanged
-accompanied by a written notice stating that such holder elects to exercise the Exchange
Right as to all or a specificd number of such shares in accordance with this Section 5 and
specifying the name or names in which such holder wishes the certificate or certificates for
" shares of Common Stock to which such holder is entitled to be issued and such other
customary documents as are necessary to effect the exchange. In case such notice shall
specify a name or names other than that of such holder, such notice shall be accompanied by
payment of all transfer taxes payable upon the issuance in such name or names of shares of
Common Stock to which such holder has become enmtitled. Other than such taxes, the
Corporation will pay any and all issue and other taxes (other than taxes based on income) that
may be payable in respect of any issue or delivery of shares of Common Stock to which such

holder has become entitled on exchange of shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock -

pursuant hereto. As promptly as practicable, and in any event within five (5) business days
" after the surrender of such cestificate or certificates and the receipt of such notice relating
thereto and, if applicable, payment of all transfer taxes (or the demonstration to the
satisfaction of the Corporation that such taxes have been paid), the Corporation shall deliver
or cause to be delivered certificates representing the number of validly issved, fully paid and
nonassessable shares of Common Stock to which the holder of shares of Series B Convertible
Preferred Stock so exchanged shall be entitled. .

(d) From and after the Exchange Date, a holder of shares of Series B Convertible
PrcferredStockwhohaselectedwexchangesuchsharsforCommonStockashcmm
provided shall have no voting or other rights with respect to the shares of Series B
Convertible Preferred Stock subject thereto, other than the right to receive the Common Stock
provided herein vpon delivery of the cemﬁmﬁcoreemﬁm evidencing shares of Series B
Convertible Preferred Stock.

{e) In connection with the exchange of any shares of Series B Convertible Preferred
Sbock.noﬁactionofashareofCommon Stock shallbeissued,bmi_nlieuthmf&c
Corporation shall pay a cash adjustment in respect of such fractional interest in an amount
equal to such fractional interest multiplied by the Current Market Price per share of Common
Stock on the Exchange Date. .

- (f) The Corporation shall at all times reserve, and keep available out of its authorized
and unissued Common Stock, solely for the purpose of the Exchange Rights provided herein,
such number of shares of Common Stock as shall from time to time be sufficient to effect the
exchange provided herein. The Corporation shall from time to time, in accordance with the
laws of Delaware, increase the authorized amount of Common Stock if at any time the
number of anthorized shares of Common Stock remaining unissued shall not be sufficient to
permit the exchange of all then outstanding shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock.

(2) As used herein, the term “Fundamental Change in Control” shall mean any merger,
consolidation, sale of all or substantially all of the Corporation’s assets, liquidation or
recapitalization (other than solely 2 change in the par value of equity securities) of the
.- Common Stock in whichk more than one-third of the previously outstanding Common Stock
shall be changed into or exchanged for cash, property or securities other than capital stock of
the Corporation or another corporation (*Non Stock Consideration™). For purposes of the
preceding sentence, any transaction in which shares of Common Stock shall be changed into
or exchanged for a combination of Non Stock Consideration and capital stock of the
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Corporation or another corporation shall be deemed to have involved the exchange of a
pumber of shares of Common Stock for Non Stock Consideration equal to the total number of

shares exchanged multiplied by a fraction in which the numerator is the Fair Market Value of

the Non Stock Consideration and the denominator is the Fair Market Value of the total

consideration in such exchange, cach 2s determined by a resolution of the Board of Directors

of the Corporation.

Section 6. Reacquired Shares. Any shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock
converted, redeemed, exchanged, purchased or otherwise acquired by the Corporation in any
manner whatsoever shall be retired and canceled promptly after the acquisition thereof. All such
shares shall upon their cancellation, and upon the filing of an appropriate certificate with the
Secretary of State of the State of Delaware, become authorized but unissued shares of Preferred
Stock, par value $1.00 per share, of the Corporation and may be reissued as part of another series
of Preferred Stock, par value $1.00 per share, oftheCorporahonsulz,ecttoﬂwmd:ﬁomor
gestrictions on issuance set forth herein.

Section 7. Liquidation, Dissolution or Winding Up.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this Section 7, upon any volumary or
involuntary liquidation, dissolution or winding up of the Corporation, no distribution shall be
made (i) to the holders of shares of capital stock of the Corporation ranking junior as to
dividends, redemption payments and rights upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up of the
Corporation to the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock unless, prior thereto, the holders of
shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock shall have received (X) if prior to Stockholder
Approval, the greater of () the Liquidation Value plus all accrued and unpaid dividends with
respect to such shares, whether or not declared, and (b) the amount which would be
distributed to such holders if all shares of Sesies B Convertible Preferred Stock had been
converted into Common Stock pursuant to Section 8; and (Y) after Stockholder Approval, the
Liquidation Value plus all accrued and nnpaid dividends with respect to such shares, whether

or not declared or (ii) to the holders of shares of capital stock ranking on a parity with the -

Series B Convertible Preferred Stock as to dividends, redemption payments and rights upon
liquidation, dissolution or winding up of the Corporation, except distributions made ratably
on the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock and all such parity stock in proportion to the total

. amounts to which the holders of all such shares are entitled upon such liquidation, dissolution
or winding up. The Liquidation Value shall be $100.00 per share.

(b) If the Corporatlon shall commence a voluntary case under the Federal bankmptcy
laws or any other applicable Federal or State bankruptcy, insolvency or similer law, or
consent to the entry of an order for relief in an involuntary case under any such law or to the
appointment of a recciver, liquidator, assignee, custodian, trustee, sequestrator (or other
similar official) of the Corporation or of any substantial part of its property, or make an
assipnment for the benefit of its creditors, or admit in writing its inability to pay its debts
generally as they become due, or if a decree or order for relief in respect of the Corporation
shall be entered by a court having jurisdiction in the premises in an involuntary case under the
Federal bankruptcy laws or any other applicable Federal or State bankruptey, insolvency or
similar law, or appointing a receiver, liguidator, assignee, custodian, trustee, sequestrator (or
other similar official) of the Corporation or of any substantial part of its property, or ordering
the winding up or liquidation of its affairs, and on accouni of any such event the Corporation
shall liquidate, dissolve or wind up, no distribution shall be made (i) to the holders of shares
of capital stock of-the Corporation ranking junior to the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock

CFOCC-00037090



as to dividends, redemption payments and rights.upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up
of the Corporation unless, prior thereto, the holders of shares of Series B Convertible
Preferred Stock shall have received (X) if prior to Stockholder Approval, the greater of (2) the .
Liquidation Value plus all accrued and unpaid dividends with respect to such shares, whether
or not declared, and (b) the amount which would be distributed to such holders if all shares of
Series B Convertible Preferred Stock had been converted into Common Stock pursuant to
Section 8; and (Y) after Stockholder Approval, the Liquidation Value plus all accrued and
unpaid dividends with respect to such shares, whether or not declared, or (ii) to the holders of
shares of capital stock ranking on a parity with the Serics B Convertible Preferred Stock as to
dividends, redemption payments and rights upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up of the
Corporation, except distributions made ratably on the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock
andansuchpmtystockmpmpomontoﬂnemlamomismwhchﬂxeholderscfaﬂsuch
shares are entitled upon such liquidation, dissolution or winding vp.

{c) Neither the consolidation, merger or other business combination of the Corporation
with or into any other Person or Persons nor the sale of all or substantially all of the assets of
the Corporation shall be deemed to be a liquidation, dissolution or winding up ofthe
Corporation for purposes of this Section 7.

Section 8. Conversion. Subject to the condition that the Stockholder Approval shall first
have been obtained, each share of Series B Convértible Preferred Stock shall be convertible, at any
time, at the option of the holder thereof into the 7ight to receive shares of Common Stock, on the
t:nnsandeondiﬁonssetforﬂxinﬁﬁs’Secﬁons .

" (2) Subject to the pmvxsmnsforadjustnmhetemﬁzrsetforﬂ:,mhshmofSen&sB
Convertxble Preferred Stock shall be converted into the right to receive anumber of fully paid
and nonassessable shares of Common Stock, which shall be equal to the Liquidation Value
divided by the Conversion Price, as herein defined. Initially the Conversion Price shall be

127% of $86.42. The Conversion Price shall be subject to adjusmm as provided in ﬁns
Section 8.

(b) The Conversion Price shall be subject to adjustment from time to time as follows:

(i) In case the Corporation shall at any time or from time to time declare 2
dividend, or make a distribution, on the outstanding shares of Common Stock in shares
of Common Stock or subdivide or reclassify the outstanding shares of Common Stock
into a greater number of shares or combine or reclassify the outstanding shares of
Common Stock into a smaller number of shares of Common Stock, or shall declare,
order, pay or make a dividend or other distribution on any other class or series of capital
stock, which dividend or distiibution includes Common Stock then, and in each such
case, the Conversion Price shall be adjusted to equal the number determined by

_ multiplying (A) the Conversion Price immediately prior to such adjustment by (B)a
fraction, the denominator of which shall be the number of shares of Common Stock
ouistanding immediately after such dividend, distribution, subdivision or
reclassification, and the numerator of which shall be the number of shares of Common
Stock outstanding immediately before such dividend, distribution, subdivision or
reclassification. An adjustment made pursuant to this clause (i) shalt become effective
(A) in the case of any such dividend or distribution, immediately after the close of
business on the secord date for the determination of holders of shares of Common Stock
entitled to receive such dividend or distribution, or (B) in the case of any such
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subdivision, reclassification or combination, at the close of business on the day upon
which such corporate action becomes effective. -

(ii) In case the Corporation shall at any time or from time to time declare, order,
pay or make a dividend or other distribution (including, without limitation, any
distribution of stock, cvidences of indebtedness or other securities, cash or other
property or rights or warrants to subscribe for securities of the Corporation or any of its
Subsidiaries by way of distribution, dividend or spinoff, but excluding regular ordinary
cash dividends as may. be declared from time to time by the Corporation) on its
Common Stock, other than a distribution or dividend of shares of Common Stock that is
referred to in clause (i) of this paragraph (b), then, and in each such case, the
Conversion Price shall be adjusted to equal the number determined by multiplying
(A)the Conversion Price immediately prior to the record date fixed for the
determination of stockholders entitled to receive such dividend or distribution by (B) a
fraction, the denominator of which shall be the Current Market Price per share of
Common Stock on the last Trading Day on which purchasers of Common Stock in
regular way trading would be entitled to receive such dividend or distribution and the
numerator of which shall be the Current Market Price per share of Common Stock on
-the first Trading Day on which purchasers of Common Stock in regular way trading
would not be entitled to receive such dividend or distribution (the “Ex-dividend Date™);
provided that the fraction determined by the foregoing clause (B) shall not be greater
than I. An adjustment made pursant to this clause (i) shall be effective at the-close of
business on the Ex-dividend Date. If the Corporation completes a tender offer or
otherwise repurchases shares of Common Stock in a single transaction or arelated series
of transactions, provided such tender offer or offer 1o repurchase is open to all or
substantially all holders of Common Stock (ot including open market or other selective
repurchase programs), the. Conversion Price shall be adjusted as though (A)the
Corporation had effected a reverse split of the Common Stock o reduce the number of
shares of Common Stock outstanding from (x) the number outstanding immediately
prior to the completion of the tender offer or the first repurchase for which the
adjustment is being made to (v) the number outstanding immediately after the
completion of the tender offer or the last repurchase for which the adjustment is being
made and (B) the Corporation had paid a dividend on the Common Stock outstanding.
immediately after completion of the tender offer or the last repurchase for which the
adjustment is being made in an aggregate amount equal to the aggregate consideration
paid by -the Corporation pursuant to the tender offer or the repurchases for which the
adjustment is being made (the “Aggregate Consideration™); provided that in no event
shail the Conversion Price be increased as a result of the foregoing adjustment. In
applying the first two sentences of this Section 8(b)(ii) to the event described in clause
(B) of the preceding sentence, the Current Market Price of the Common Stock on the
date immediately following the closing of any such tender offer or on the date of the Jast

repurchase shall be taken as the value of the Common Stock on the Ex-dividend Date,

and the value of the Common Stock on the day preceding the Ex-dividend Date shall be
assumed to be equal to the sum of (x) the value on the Ex-dividend Date and (y) the per
share amount of the dividend described in such clause (B) computed by dividing the
- Aggregate Consideration by the number of shares of Common Stock outstanding after
the completion of such tender offer or repurchase. In the event that any of the
consideration paid by the Corporation in any tender offer or repurchase .to which this
Section 8(b)(ii) applies is in a form other than cash, the value of such consideration shall
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be determined by an independent investment banking firm of nationally recognized
standing to be selected by the Board of Directors of the Corporation.

(in')Incase'atanynme'dcho:pomnonshallbeapmytoanynansacﬁon

(including, without Iimitation, a merger, consolidation, sale of all or substantially all of -

the Corporation’s asséts, liquidation or recapitalization (other than solely a change in the
par value of equity securities) of the Common Stock and excluding any transaction to
whxchclause(')or(")ofthnspm‘ngraph(b)apphes)mwhxchthep:evmuslyomsmdmg
Common Stock shall be changed into or exchanged for different securities of the
Corporation or common stock or other securities of another corporation or-interests in a

- noncorporate entity or other property (including cash) or any combination of any of the
foregoing (each such transaction being herein called the “Transaction™), then each share
of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock then outstanding shall thereafter be convertible
into, in lieu of the Common Stock issuable upon such conversion prior to consummation
of such Transaction, the kind and amount of shares of stock and other securitics and
property receivable (including cash) upon the consummation of such Transaction by a
holder of that number of shares of Commmon Stock into which one share of Series B
Convertible Preferred Stock would have been convertible (without giving effect to any
restriction on convertibility) immediately prior to such Transaction including, on a pro
rata basis, the cash, securities or property received by holders of Common Stock in any-
suchuansachon.TheCorpomnonshaumtbeapanytoaTmnsachunthatdmnot
expressly contemplate and provide for the ﬁmgomg

(iv) If any event occurs as to which the foregoing provisions of this Section 8(b)
are niot strictly applicable but the failure to make any adjustment to the Conversion Price
or other conversion mechanics would not.fully and equitably protect the conversion
rights of the Series B Preferred Stock in accordance with the essential intent and
principles of such provisions, then in each such case the Board of Directors of the
Corporation shafl make such appropriate adjustments to the Conversion Price or other
conversion mechanics (on a basis consistent with the essential intent and principles
established in this Section 8) as may be necessary to fully and equitably preserve,
without ditution or diminution, the conversion rights of the Series B Convem'ble
Preferred Stock.

: {c) If any adjustment required pursuant to this Section 8 would result-in an increase or
decrease of less than 1% in the Conversion Price, the amount of any such adjustment shall be
carricd forward and adjustment with respect thereto shall be made at the time of and together
with any subsequent adjustment, which, together with such amount and any other amount or
amounts so carried forward, shall aggregate at least 1% of the Conversion Price.

(d) The Board of Directors may at its option increase the number of shares of Common ~

Stock into which each share of Series B Convertible. Preferred Stock may be converted, in
addition to the adjustments required by this Section 8, as shall be determined by it (as
evidenced by a resolution of the Board of Directors) to be advisable in order to avoid or
diminish any income deemed to be received by any holder for federal income tax purposes of
shares of Common Stock or Series B Convertible Preferred Stock resulting from any events
ot occurrences giving rise to adjustments pursuantto this Section 8 or from any other similar
event.
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(¢) The holder of any shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock may exercise his
right to receive in respect of such shares the shares of Common Stock or other property or
‘securities, as the case may be, to which such holder is entitled by surrendering for such
puspose to the Corporation, at its principal office or at such other office or agency maintained
by the Corporation for that purpose, a certificate or certificates representing the shares of
Series B Convertible Preferred Stock to be converted, accompanied by a written notice stating
that such holder elects to convert all or a specified number of such shares in accordance with
this Section 8 and specifying the name or names in which such holder wishes the certificate
or certificates for shares of Common Stock or other property or securities, as the case may be,
to which such holder is entitled to be issued and such other customary documents as are
necessary to effect the conversion. In case such notice shall specify a name or names other

than that of such holder, such notice shall be accompanied by payment of all transfer taxes

. payable upon the issuance in such name or names of shares of Common Stock or other
property or securities, as the case may be, to which such holder has become entitled. Other
than such taxes, the Corporation will pay any and all issue and other taxes (other than taxes
based on income) that may be payable in respect of any issue or delivery of shares of
Common Stock or sizch other property or securities, as the case may be, to which such holder
has become entitled on conversion of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock pursuant hereto.
As promptly as practicable, and in any event within five (5) business days after the surrender
of such certificate or certificates and the receipt of such notice relating thereto and, if
applicable, payment of all transfer taxes (or the demonstration to the satisfaction of the
Corporation that such taxes have been paid), the Corporation shall deliver or cause to be
delivered certificates representing the number of validly issued, fully paid and nonassessable
full shares of Common Stock to which the holder of shares of Series B Convertible Preferred
Stock so converted shall be entitled or such other property or assets, as the case may be, to
which such holder has -become entitled. The date upon which a holder dellvers to the
Corporation a notice of conversion and the accompanying documents referred mabove is
refarredmhemnasme“ConvcmonIhte.

1) From and after the Conversion Date, a holder ofsha}es of Series B Convertible
Preferred Stock shall have no voting or other rights with respect to the shares of Series B

Convertible Stock subject thereto, other than the right to receive upon delivery of the

certificate or certificates evidencing shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock as
provided by paragraph 8(e), the securities or property described in this Section 8.

(2) In connection with the conversion of any shares of Series B Convertible Preferred
Stock, no fraction of a share of Common Stock shall be issued, but in lieu thereof the
Corporation shall pay a cash adjustment in respect of such fractional interest in an amount
equal to such fractional interest multiplied by the Current Matket Price per share of Common

Stock on the day on which such shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock are deemed to -

- have been converted.

(h) Upon conversion of any shares of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock, ifthman:
any accrued but unpaid dividends thereon, the Corporation shall, at its option, either pay the
same in cash or deliver to the holder an additional number of fully paid and nonassessable
shares of Common Stock determined by dividing the amount of such accrued and unpaid
dividends by the Conversion Price. )

(i) The Corporation shall at all times reserve and keep available out of its authorized
and unissued Common Stock, solely for the purpose of effecting the conversion of the Series

11
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B Convertible Preferred Stock, such number of shares of Common Stock as shall from time to
time be sufficient to effect the conversion of all then outstanding shares of Series B
Convertible Preferred Stock, The Corporation shall from time to time, in accordance with the
laws of Delaware, increase the authorized amount of Common Stock if at any time the
number of authorized shares of Common Stock remaining unissued shall not be sufficient to
permit the conversion at such time of all then outstanding shares of Series B Convertible
Preferred Stock.

Section 9. Reports as to Adjustments. Whenever the Conversion Price is adjusted as
provided in Section 8 hereof, the Corporation shall (i) promptly place on file at its principal office
and at the office of each transfer agent for the Series B Convertible Preferred Stock, if any, a
" statement, signed by an officer of the Corporation, setting forth in reasonable detail the event
requiring the adjustment and the method by which such adjustment was calculated and specifying
the new Conversion Price, and (i) promptly mail to the holders of record of the outstanding shares
of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock at their respective addresses as the same shall appear in the
Corporation’s stock records a notice stating that the number of shares of Common Stock into which
" the shares of Series B Convestible Preferred Stock are convertible has been adjusted and setting
fmﬂ:thenewConvers:onPﬁee(ord&m’bmgthenewsmck,semmuw,cashorotherpropeny)asa
result of such adjustment, a brief statement of the facts requiring such ad_;usnnent and the
computation thereof, and when such adjustment became effective.

Section 10. Definitions. For the purposes of the Certificate of Designations, Preferences
and Rights of Series B Convertible Redeemable Preferred Stock which embodies this resolution:

“Current Market Price” per share of Common Stock on any date for all purposes of Section 8
shall be deemed to be the closing price per share of Common Stock on the date specified. For all
other purposes hereunder, “Current Market Price” on any date shall be deemed to be the average of
the closing prices per share of Common Stock for the five (5) consecutive trading days ending two
trading days prior to such date. The closing price for each day shall be thelast sale price, regular
way or, in case no such sale takes place on such day, the average of the closing bid and asked
prices, regular way, in either case as reported in the principal consolidated transaction reporting
system with respect 10 securities listed or admitted to trading on the New York Stock Exchange or,
if the Common Stock is not listed or admitted to trading on the New York Stock Exchange, as
reported in the principal consolidated transaction reporting system with respect to securities listed

- on the principal national securities exchange on which the Common Stock is listed or admitted to

trading or, if the Common Stock is not listed or admiited to trading on any national securities -

exchange, the last quoted sale price or, if not so quoted, the average of the high bid and low asked
prices in the over-the-counter market, as reported by the National Association of Sccuritics
Dealers, Inc. Automated Quotations System (“NASDAQ™) or such other system then in use, or, if
on any such date the Common Stock is not quoted by any such organization, the average of the
closing bid and asked prices as furnished by a professional market maker making a market in the
‘Common Stock selected by the Board of Directors. If the Common Stock is not publicly held or so
listed or publicly traded, “Current Market Price™ shall mean the Fair Market Value per share as
determined in good faith by the Board of Directors of the Corporation.

“Fair Market Value” means the amount which a willing buyer would pay a willing seller in an

mns-lengﬂtuansacuonasdetmmnedmgoodfaxthbytheBoard of Directors-of the Corporation,

unless otherwise provxded herein.
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“Person” means any individual, firm, cotpomlon or other entity, and shall include any
sumsor(bymerguoroﬂmwse)ofsuchenmy .

"I‘xadngay”mmsadayonwhichthepnnﬂpal national securities exchange on which the
Common Stock is listed or admitted to trading is open for the transaction of business or, if the
Common Stock is not listed or admitted to trading on any national securities exchange, any day
other than a Saturday, Sunday, or a day on which banking institutions in the State of New Yotk are
authorized or obligated by law or executive order to close.

. Section11. Rank. The Serics B Convertible Preferred Stock shall, with respect to payment
ofdmdends,ndmphmpaymnsmdnghEuponhqwdmdtsolunonmmndmgupofthe
Corporation, rank (i) prior to the Common Stock of the Corporation and any class or scries of
.Prefesred Stock which provides by its terms that it is to rank junior to the Series B Preferred Stock
and (ii) on a parity with each other class or series of Preferred Stock of the Corporation.

Section 12. Alternate Consideration. For purposes of determining the consideration
payable upon exercise of the optional redemption provided in Section 4(a)(if) and upon the exercise
of the Exchange Right provided in Section 5, if there shall have occurred a Transaction, as defined
in Section 8(b)(iif), the Common Stock that would otherwise have been issued to a holder of Series
B Convertible Preferred Stock for cach share of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock pursuant to
Section 4(a)(ii) or Section S, as applicable, shall be deemed to instead be the kind and amount of
shares of stock or other securities and property receivable (including cash) upon consummation of
such Transaction (the “Alternate Consideration™) in respect of the Common Stock that would result
in the Fair Market Value of such Alterate Consideration, measurcd as of the Redemption Date or
Exchange Date, as applicable, being equal to (X) if prior to Stockholder Approval, the greater of
(a) the Liquidation Value plus all dividends accrued and unpaid with respect to such share of Series
B Convertible Preferred Stock, whether or not declared, measured as of the Rédemption Date or the
Exchange Date, as applicable, and (b) the Fair Market Valuc-of the kind and amount of shares of
stock and other securities and property receivable (including cash) pursuant to Section 8(b)(iii)
which would_have been issued if such share of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock had been
converted pursuant 1o Section 8 immediately prior to the consummation of the Transaction; or (Y)
_ if after Stockholder Approval, the Liquidation Value plus all dividends accrued and unpaid with
respect to such share of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock, whether or not declared, measured as
of the Redemption Date or Exchange Date, as applicable. In the event the subject Transaction
provides for an election of the consideration to be received in respect of the Common Stock, then
each holder 'of Series B Convertible Preferred Stock shail be entitled to make a similar election
w;ﬂucspecttoﬁxeAltemaheConsxdcnnonmbcmoewedby it under Section 4(a)ii) or Section §,

as applicable. Any determination of the Fair Market Value of any Alternate Consideration (other

than cash) shall be determined by an independent investment banking firm of nationaily recognized
standing sclected by the Board of Directors of the Corporation. The Fair Market Value of any
Alternate Consideration that js listed on any national securities exchange or traded on the

NASDAQNauonalMarketshallbedeemedmbet}wCnrrentMarketPnceofsmhAltcmatc‘

Consnderanon.
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‘ . JOHN CHEVEDDEN
b HSMZ'\&Q!}'@EQand"m M-07-16 " : *= FISMA & OMB Meinoraridium M-07-16 ***

January 23,2008

- . Office of Chief Counsel
Division of Corporation Finance
Securities and Exchange Comnnssxon
100 F Street, NE
Washington, DC 20549

# 1 Northrop Gruminan Corporation (NOC)
Shareholder Position on Company No-Action Regunest
Rule 14a-8 Proposal: Special Shareholder Meetings
John Chevedden

Ladies and Gentlemen:

- The January 17, 2008 company no action request is flawed in arguing that the phural term

' govamngdocmnents”cannotmembothﬂxebylawsmdthecmﬁcateofmmzpmuon The
company does not provide any methodology on its unwartranted “or else™ conclusion that
govemmgdocuments”mustmmn only one of two forms of “goveming documents.”

Usmgtheeompmylogmnwouldtaketwoconmentnﬂe14a-8moluhonstoadoptth13mp1c—
one to change the bylaws and another to change the certificate. Or perhaps it could be
accomplished with two consecutive resolutions — agamusmgthcwmpany’slogm —and creafe a
umqnetypeofrulel4a—8mtuahon.

There is no text in this resolution asking the board to act “unilaterally,” or for “completc
stockholder control over the time and subject matter of a special meeting,” or for nnresimted
right to control such timing.” The company should not be permited to unilaterally revise this
resolution in key places andthenarguethatﬂ;eoompanyvemonoftberesoluuonshmﬁdbe
excluded.

Using the company version of the resolution- provides a multiplier effect on the number of
argumenthwdmgsthataxeusedmtheeompanynoachonrequest

The board can adopt this resolution by setfing in motion the required steps for adoption and
monitoring those steps. If the board made up its mind to adopt cumulative voting, there is no
reason the board could not take the steps needed to adopt this resolution.

The company claims that there is no shareholder right to call aspecxalmeetmgtmderDelawaxe
law. Yet this is atxmelyexmnpleofaDelawatecompanyadopﬁng&e sametOpxcofﬂns
resolution (bold added): A

Form 8-K for BORDERS GROUP INC

18-Jan-2008
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ITEM 5.03. AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OR
BYLAWS; CHANGES IN FISCAL YEAR -
On and effective as of January 17, 2007, the Board of Directors adopted the
Fourth Amendment to the restated By-Laws of the Company. The purpose of the
Fourth Amendment was fo provide that Special Meetings of Stockholders, for
any purpose or purposes, may be called by the Chief Executive Officer or by the
Board of Directors acting pursuant to a resolution adopted by a majority of the
entire Board of Directors, and shall be called by the Secretary upon the
request of the holders of at least twenty-five porcent (25%) of the shares of
. the Corporation outstanding and entitled to vote at the meeting. A copy of
- the Fourth Amendment to the Restated By-Laws of the Company is attached
hereto as Exhibit 3.7 and is incorporated herein by reference.

Acopyofthuletterkforwardeﬂﬁ)ﬂzecompanyn a non-FDF email. In order to expedite

the rule 142-8 process it is requested that the company forward any addition rule 142-8
rwponsemﬂxesametypeformattothenndersigned.

. Forth&sermsonsxtlsrequ&stedﬂ:atthestaﬂ'ﬁndthatmxsrmhtloncannotbeomlttedﬁomthe
company proxy. It is also respectfully requested that the shareholder have the last opportunity to
subm:tmatmalmsupportofmchzdmgﬂnsproposal smcethccompanyhadtheﬁrst

opportunity.

John Chevedden

cc: )
Stephen D. Yslas <stephen.yslas@ngc.com™>
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JOBN CHEVEDDEN
** FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16  ©*

-Japmary 16, 2012
Office of Chief Counsel
Division of Corporation Finance
- Securities and Exchange Commission
100 F Street, NE
‘Washington, DC 20549

# 3 Rule 14a-8 Proposal

Liz Claiborne, Inc. (LIZ)
Special Shareholder Meeting
Kenneth Steiner

Ladies and Gentlemen:

This further responds to the January 13, 2012mpanytequesttoavozdtlnswtabh®dmle
14a-8 proposal.

Page 3 of the no action request refers to the company receiving a 2010 shareholder proposal for
10% of shareholders to call a special meeting. The company responded with new governing text
tbatallowed35%ofslmreholdustomllaspec1almeeung The company received no action
relief aecocrdmgﬂoLzzCZau'bome,Inc. (Febmaryzs 2010).

Apparezﬂyﬂ:ecompany snoachonrequ&stismhuﬂyadmﬁhngfortheﬁrstﬁmethatme
company failed to advise the Staff in 2010 that in its claim of substantially implementing thefule
14a-8 proposal that the company was at the same time secretly imbedding text in the adoptive
words that could support a later company argument that shareholders wounld never again have a
rule 14a-8 voice on the subject of special sharcholder meetings.

moﬂxerwmdsthecompmywasmﬂyﬁﬁngupﬁsadopﬁvemmsuppoﬁmargmthat
a future rule 14a-8 proposal on the very same topic (with different provisions) would argaably
violate Delaware law and would arguably cause the directors to violate their fiduciary duties.

This is a disturbing issue because a substantial number of companies are seeking 2012 no action
relief on substantially-implemented grounds. And these companies are providing bare-bones
descriptions of the steps they are taking to purportedly substantially implement rule 142-8
proposals. This leaves wide-open the possibly that some of these companies are secretly laying
the ground work for a twofer deal:

1) Exclude a current rule 14a-8 proposal.

2) Add governing text to arguably forever silence a rule 14a-8 vmceonﬂ:evetysameproposal

topic but with different provisions.

'I‘hxslstoreqnestthatﬁxeSecmm$andﬁmhangeComnnssmnanowth15moluhontostandand
be voted npon in the 2012 proxy.




Sincerely, .
ﬁcﬁwedden :

cc: .
Kenneth Steiner '
Chistopher T. Di Nardo <chris dinardo@liz.com>




JOHN CHEVEDDEN
FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-18 *

Jarmary 16, 2012

Office of Chief Counsel ’
Division of Corporation Finance
Sccurities and Exchange Commission
100 F Street, NE
Washington, DC 20549

#2 Rule 142-8 Proposal

Liz Claiborne, Inc. (LIZ)

Special Shareholder Meeting
_ Kenneth Steiner

Ladies and Gentletnen:

This further responds to the January 13, 2012 company Tequest to avoid this established Tule
14a-8 proposal.

The company makes the ridiculous claim that if a proponent’s intent is one thing, but the
proposal text calls for less if necessary, then the proposal text- must be judged solely by the
proponent’s original intent.

The company raises an objection as though the objection was not already addressed by the
pmpomlmlheproposalstam“rh:spmposaldmmtmpauomboard s current power to

call a special meeting” which already allows the Board to call a special meeting without
reqmnngstockomshlpbyboardmembers

Ihemmpanyrepeamdlymwmpmpmedwsemmdoesmmmmmmchmm
NmtiwopGrmnanCorpomiwn (anuary 17, 2008).

Thxs:storequestthatthe Securx&esandExchangeCommxsmonaﬂowth:sr&col\montostandand
be voted upon in the 2012 proxy.

Sincerely,

cc: .

Kenneth Steiner

Christopher T. Di Nardo <chris_dinardo@liz.com>




{LIZ: Rule 14a-8 Proposal, November 25, 2011]
i 3* — Special Shareowner Meetings
Resolved, Shareowners ask our board to take the steps necessary unilaterally (to the fullest extent
permitted by law) to amend our bylaws and each appropriate governing document to give holders
of 10% of our outstanding common stock (or the lowest percentage permitted by law above
10%) the power to call a special shareewner meeting.

This includes that such bylaw and/or charter text will not have any exclusionary or prohibitive
language in regard to calling a special meeting that apply only to shareowners but not
management and/or the board (to the fullest extent permitted by law), . :

Spedﬂmeeﬁngsﬂhwsharwmsmmemhnpmmwasebcﬁngmw&rm
that can arise between annual meetings. Shareowner input on the timing of shareowner meefings
is especially important when events unfold quickly and issues may become moot by the next
annual meeting. This proposal does not impact our board’s current power to call a special

This proposal topic won more than 60% support at CVS, Sprint and Safeway.

Our management scutfled our opportunity to vote on the 2010 shareholder proposal to enable
10% of shareholders to call a special meeting. Our management made us vote (unnecessarily no
less) on a weak management proposal for an almost insurmountable 35% of sharcholders to call
- a special meeting in order to scuttle our opportunity to vote on the shareholder proposal for a
realistic 10% of shareholders to call a special meeting. That is the reason it is necessary to
resubmit this proposal topic. : '

Plus we gave 65%-support to the 2011 shareholder proposal for a shareholder opportunity to act
bywﬁttencmzsentandommanagementhadnotiakmanyacﬁonwndoptit

Please encourage our board to respond positively to this proposal to initiate improved corporate
governance and financial performance: Special Shareowner Meetings — Yes on 3.*



Division of Corporation Finasce No-Action Letters Issued vnde} Bxchange ActRule 142-8 . 1/16/12 7:16 AM

Mgogy&omo_am February 11, 2008
» Moody's Corporation, March 7, 2008
» Moody's Corporation, January 29, 2008
s Motorola, Inc., January 9, 2008
» Motarola, Inc., January 7, 2008
» National Penn Bancshares, Inc,, January 10, 2008
- New York Community Bancorp. Inc., February 19, 2008
o The New York Times Company, Decemher 31, 2008
» The New York Times Company, January 15, 2008
+ The New York Times Comganx, January 23, 2008
N_Igr_lng" January 28, 2008
s Nicor Inc,, February 12, 2008
o NiSource Inc., March 10, 2008 X .
» Norfolk Southern Corporation, January 14, 2008
. * Northeast Utilities, March 3, 2008
{ Northrop Grumman Corporation, March 10, 2008 }

Northrop Grumman Corporation, February 29, 2008
Northrop Gruroman Corporation,
e Nucor Carporation, March 6, 20608~

Febmary 14, 2008
o NVR, Inc,, January 24, 2008
» NYSE Furohext, January 16, 2008
* " Office Depot, Inc, February 25, 2008 .
OGE Energy Corp,, February 27, 2008 g
QGE Energy Corp., February 27, 2008
QGE Energy Corp., January 16, 2008
Ompicom Group Inc., February 4, 2008
ONEOK, Inc,, February 25, 2008
ONEOK, Inc., February 7, 2008 ~
» ONEOK, Inc,, March 7, 2008
e Patriot Scientific Corporation, August 21, 2008
o The Pep Boys - Manny, Moe & Jack, April 2, 2008
¢ PepsiCo, Inc,, February 28, 2008
e PepsiCo, Inc., February 28, 2008
»
[ g
[ J

L I BN

PepsiCo, Inc,, January 31, 2008

PetSmart, Inc., March 28, 2008
Pfizer Inc., March 7, 2008

o Pfizer Inc., March 24, 2008
Pfizer Inc., February 25, 2008
Pfizer Inc., February 14, 2008
Pfizer Inc., February 12, 2008
Pfizer Inc., January 29, 2008
Piizer Inc., January 10, 2008
PG&E Corporation, March 7, 2008
PG&E Corporation, March 7, 2008
PG&E Corporation, March 6, 2008
PG&E Corporation, February 25, 2008
Pinnacle West Capital Corporation, March 11, 2008
» Pinnacle West Capital Corporation, March 28, 2008
mmm&mm_, March 10, 2008
» Point Blank Solutions, Inc,, March 20, 2008
* priceline.com Incorporated, March 27, 2008
o The Procter & Gamble Company, July 29, 2008
» The Procter & Gamble Company, July 28, 2008

4 0 9 0 ¢ s o0
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JOBN CHEVEDDEN

% FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 **=

Jamuary 15, 2012

Office of Chief Counsel

Division of Corporation Finance
Securities and Exchange Commission
100 F Strect, NE

‘Washington, DC 20549

# 1 Rule 14a-8 Proposal:

Liz Claiborne, Inc, (L1Z)
Special Shareholder Meetmg
Kenneth Steiner

Ladies and Gentlemen:
This responds to theJamxary 13, 2012 oompany reqnesttoavmdﬂnsestabhshedmle 14248
proposal.

Page3ofthemachmmquestmfusmﬁnwmpanyrecmwngazomshmholderpropomlfor
10% of sharcholders to call a special meeting. The company responded with new governing text
that allowed 35% of shareholders to call a special meeting. This was consistent with Liz
Clairborne, Inc. (February 25, 2010) which is attached. The company fails to give a reason why

. Delaware law would now supposedly prevent the company from repeating the same steps it took
in 2010 and change the 35% figure to 10%.

mslstorequzstﬂxatﬂne Secnnh&andExchMgeComnnsaonallowthJsresoluuontostandand
be voted upon in the 2012 proxy.

Sincerely, . )
/ ?ohn Chevedden
cc:
Kenmneth Steiner
Christopher T. Di Nardo <chris_dinardo@liz.com>




February 25, 2010

Re:  Liz Claibome, Inc.
Tncoming letter dated January 13, 2010

The proposal asks the board to take the steps necessary to amend the bylaws and
cach approptiste goveming document to give holders of 10% of Liz Claiborne’s
- ontstanding common stock (or the lowest percentage allowed by law above 10%) the
power to call a special shareowner meeting.

: There appears to be some basis for yoar view that Liz Claibore may exclude the
proposal under rule 14-8(@)(9). 'You reprosent that matters to be voted on at the
npmmingswddlom&s’meeﬁngindudeapmposal@ommdbyﬁzdaibomewmwd
Liz Claibome’s restated certificate of incorporation and bylaws to enable stockholders
owning not less than 35% of the outstanding stock of Liz Claiborne to call spetial
" meetings of stockholders. You indicate that thé proposal and the proposed amendinents
sponsored by Liz Claibome directly conflict, and would present alternative and
WWMWWMMMWWﬁxa
. stockholder to call a special meeting, Accordingly, we will not recommend enforcement

wﬁmmﬂ:eCmmﬁsiqnifﬁzmaibomecmiwﬂxemposdﬁémiUprmcymmialsin '
reliance on rule 14a-8@)(9). . : ,

Sincerely,

-Michael J. Reedich
Special Counsel
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Re: Stockholder Proposal of Mr. Kenneth Steiner Pursuant to Rule 14a-8 of the Securities

Exchange Act of 1934

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter is submitted on behalf of Liz Claiborne, Inc., a Delaware corporation
(the “Company”). In accordance with Rule 14a-8(j) under the Securities Exchange Act of
1934, as amended, we are filing this letter with respect to the stockholder proposal and
supporting statement from Mr. Kenneth Steiner (the “Proponent™), dated November 2,
2011, delivered to the Company on November 25, 2011 (the “Stockholder Proposal”) by
Mr. John Chevedden for inclusion in the definitive proxy materials that the Company
intends to distribute in connection with its 2012 Annual Meeting of Stockholders (the
“2012 Proxy Materials”). We hereby request confirmation that the staff of the Division
of Corporation Finance (the “Staff”) will not recommend any enforcement action if, in
reliance on Rule 14a-8, the Company omits the Stockholder Proposal from its 2012 Proxy

Materials.




PAUL, WEISS, RIFKIND, WHARTON & GARRISON LLP
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 2

Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(j), this letter is being filed with the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission (the “Commission”) no later than 80 days before the Company
files its definitive 2012 Proxy Materials. In accordance with Staff Legal Bulletin No.
14D (CF), Shareholder Proposals (November 7, 2008), question C, we have submitted
this letter to the Commission via e-mail to shareholderproposals@sec.gov. Pursuant to
Rule 14a-8(j), a copy of this letter is being simultaneously sent by email to Mr. John
Chevedden, as the Proponent’s proxy, and by overnight courier to the Proponent, as
notice of the Company’s intent to omit the Stockholder Proposal from the Company’s
2012 Proxy Materials. This letter constitutes the Company’s statement of the reasons that
it deems the omission of the Stockholder Proposal to be proper. We have been advised
by the Company as to the factual matters set forth herein.

For the reasons stated herein, we believe the Stockholder Proposal may be
excluded from the Company’s 2012 Proxy Materials under Rules 14a-8(i)(1), 14a-8(i)(2),
14a-8(1)(6), 14a-8(b) and 14a-8(f)(1). Our conclusions are supported by our opinion as
the Company’s Counsel licensed to practice law in Delaware, which opinion is attached
to this letter as Exhibit A (the “Delaware Opinion™). We hereby respectfully request
confirmation that the Staff will not recommend enforcement action if we exclude the
Stockholder Proposal from the Company’s 2012 Proxy Materials.

L The Stockholder Proposal

The Stockholder Proposal requests that the Board of Directors of the Company
(the “Board™): '

“,.. take the steps necessary unilaterally (to the
fullest extent permitted by law) to amend our bylaws and
each appropriate governing document to give holders of
10% of our outstanding common stock (or the lowest
percentage allowed by law above 10%) the power to call a
special shareowner meeting.

This includes that such bylaw and/or charter text will not
have any exclusionary or prohibitive language in regard to
calling a special meeting that apply only to shareowners but
not to management and/or the board (to the fullest extent
permitted by state law).”

A copy of the Stockholder Proposal and related other correspondence is attached
to this letter as Exhibit B.
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1L Statement of Reasons to Exclude

A. The Company may exclude the Stockholder Proposal from its 2012 Proxy
Materials pursuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(2), because the Stockholder Proposal
would, if implemented. cause the Company to violate Delaware law.

Rule 14a-8(i)(2) permits a company to exclude a stockholder proposal that
“would, if implemented, cause the company to violate any state, federal, or foreign law to
which it is subject.” The Company is incorporated under the laws of the State of
Delaware. For the reasons set forth below and in the Delaware Opinion, the Company
believes, if implemented, the Stockholder Proposal would cause it to violate Delaware
law.

1 Implementation of the Stockholder Proposal would require the
Board to refrain from exercising their fiduciary duties and declare
advisable an amendment to the Restated Certificate that the
directors might not determine to be in the best interests of the
Company and its stockholders. :

Both Article EIGHTH of the Company’s Restated Certificate of Incorporation, as
amended (the “Restated Certificate™), and By-Laws (the “By-Laws”) currently provide
that a special stockholder meeting may be called by the Company’s Secretary upon the
request of holders of 35% or more of the Company’s common stock. Amending the By-
Laws to provide for a 10% threshold, as requested by the Stockholder Proposal, would
result in a conflict between the By-Laws and the Restated Certificate. As noted in the
Delaware Opinion, Delaware General Corporation Law (as amended, the “DGCL”)
Section 109(b) provides that the bylaws of a Delaware corporation cannot conflict with
its certificate of incorporation. Delaware courts have held that a by-law provision that
conflicts with the certificate of incorporation violates Delaware law and is invalid.
Essential Enterprises Corp. v. Automatic Steel Products, Inc., 159 A.2d 288, 289 (Del.
Ch. 1960); Gaskill v. Gladys Belle Oil Co., 146 A. 337, 340 (Del. Ch. 1929). The Staff
has previously concurred with the exclusion, on the basis of Rule 14a-8(i)(2), of
stockholder proposals requesting the amendment of a company’s bylaws where such
amendment would conflict with the company’s certificate of incorporation. Northrop
Grumman Corporation (January 17, 2008); Baker Hughes Incorporated (January 11,
2008); Tiffany & Co. (January 23, 2007). Thus, in order to resolve such a conflict, the
Restated Certificate must be amended to provide for the same threshold for calling a
special stockholder meeting.

To amend the Restated Charter, the Company must follow the procedures outlined
in Section 242 of the DGCL, which, as described in the Delaware Opinion, would require
that the Board “adopt a resolution setting forth the amendment proposed, declaring its
advisability” and calling a meeting of stockholders to vote on the amendment or placing
the amendment on the agenda for the corporation’s annual meeting. 8 Del. C. §
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242(b)(1). Delaware law requires that the Company precisely follow this procedure. See
Williams v. Geier, 671 A.2d 1368, 1381 (Del. 1996); AGR Halifax Fund, Inc. v. Fiscina,
743 A.2d 1188, 1192-93 (Del. Ch. 1999).

As described in the Delaware Opinion, the Board could not, however, consistent
with its fiduciary duties, declare the advisability of an amendment to the Restated
Certificate (as required by Section 242 of the DGCL) unless it first has taken sufficient
action to inform itself of the merits of the amendment and has concluded after
consideration of the obligations imposed by its fiduciary duties that the amendment is
advisable. See C4, Inc. v. AFSCME Empl. Pension Plan, 953 A.2d 227, 240 (Del. 2008).
Because its implementation requires an amendment to the Restated Certificate, the
Stockholder Proposal demands that the Board declare advisable an amendment to the
Restated Certificate even when a proper application of fiduciary duties could preclude the
Board from making such a declaration. The Staff has previously concurred with the
exclusion under Rule 14a-8(i)(2) of a stockholder proposal where implementation of the
proposal would prevent directors from complying with their fiduciary duties under state
law. Marathon Qil Corporation (January 9, 2008).

2. The Board cannot unilaterally implement the Stockholder Proposal
under Delaware law.

In addition, adopting such an amendment to the Restated Certificate by unilateral
action of the Board, as the Proponent proposes, would violate DGCL Section 242(b)(1),
which, as noted above, requires any amendment to the certificate of incorporation of a
Delaware corporation to be effected by the adoption of a resolution by a corporation’s
board of directors of a resolution declaring the advisability of the amendment proposed,
followed by receipt of the approval of such amendment by the corporation’s
stockbolders. The Staff has previously concurred with the exclusion of a stockholder
proposal under Rule 14a-8(i)(2) where such proposal directs a company’s board of
directors to unilaterally revise or amend the company’s charter documents without first
obtaining stockholder approval as required by state law. Baker Hughes Incorporated
(January 11, 2008); Northrop Grumman Corporation (January 17, 2008).

Unlike the stockholder proposal submitted by the Proponent to the Company on
December 1, 2009, which requested that the Board amend the By-Laws and each other
appropriate governing document of the Company to give holders 10% of the Company’s
outstanding stock the power to call a special meeting (Liz Claiborne, Inc. (January 13,
2010)), the Proponent in this instance has specifically required the implementation of the
amendments requested in the Stockholder Proposal by proposing that such amendments
be made “unilaterally” by the Board “to the fullest extent permitted by law.” It is
therefore apparent that it is the Proponent’s intent that these amendments be enacted
specifically by unilateral Board action. However, Delaware law clearly does not permit
the implementation of such amendments by unilateral action of the Board. Therefore,
such qualifications cannot save the Stockholder Proposal from exclusion given that the

o e R
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manner in which the Proponent has requested the amendments be effected is not
permitted by Delaware law. The Stockholder Proposal is a direct request that the Board
act unilaterally.to amend the By-Laws and Restated Certificate and is not expressed as a
recommendation that the Board propose a charter amendment for approval by the
stockholders of the Company. The Stockholder Proposal, if implemented in the manner
proposed by the Proponent, would cause the Company to be in violation of Delaware
Law and should therefore be excluded under Rule 14a-8(i)(2).

3. Placing restrictions on the Board’s right to call special meetings of
stockholders violates Delaware law.

The Stockholder Proposal also provides that the amendment to the By-Laws or
the Restated Certificate “will not have any exclusionary or prohibitive language” with
respect to calling a special meeting that applies only to stockholders but not to
management and/or the Board.

A plain reading of this sentence demands that any exclusion or prohibitive
language would apply equally to both stockholders and management and/or the Board.
The Stockholder Proposal requests that the Board take the steps necessary to amend the
By-Laws and Restated Certificate to add language granting holders of 10% of the
outstanding common stock of the Company the power to call a special meeting of
stockholders, which language is necessarily “exclusionary or prohibitive,” as it prohibits
stockholders owning in aggregate less than 10% of the Company’s outstanding common
stock from calling a special meeting of stockholders. As a result, the aforementioned
sentence of the Stockholder Proposal requesting that such limitations apply equally to
both stockholders and management and/or the Board would require that the Board would
be prohibited from calling a special meeting unless the members of the Board collectively
held 10% of the outstanding common stock of the Company — a prohibition which
conflicts with DGCL Section 21 1(d) (which provides boards of directors with an
unqualified right to call special meetings of stockholders).

- As described in further detail in the Delaware Opinion, placing such a restriction
on the Board’s ability to call a special meeting would also conflict with other provisions
of the DGCL. These include: (i) DGCL Sections 251(b) and (c), which provide that only
a board of directors may call a special meeting of stockholders to adopt and approve
certain merger agreements after the board has declared the merger agreement’s
advisability; and (i) DGCL Section 242(b)(1), which provides that only a board of
directors may call a special meeting of stockholders to vote on an amendment to a
corporation’s certificate of corporation, as the board must first adopt a resolution
declaring the advisability of the amendment. Furthermore, restrictions on the Board’s
ability to call a special meeting under Sections 242(b)(1) or 251(b) and (c) might, as
described further in the Delaware Opinion, prevent it from calling a special meeting of
stockholders where a proper application of its fiduciary duties might require it to do so.
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A corporation’s bylaws may contain any provision “not inconsistent with law or
with the certificate of incorporation,” and a corporation’s certificate of incorporation may
not be “contrary to the laws of [Delaware].” 8 Del. C. §§ 102(b)(1), 109(b). As

- described above, placing restrictions on the Board’s ability to call a special meeting of
stockholders would be inconsistent with at least DGCL Sections 211(d), 242(b)(1), and
'251(b) and (c), as well as Delaware law relating to the fiduciary duties of directors. The
Staff has previously concurred with the exclusion under Rule 14a-8(i)(2) of stockholder
proposals that, if implemented, would require certificate or bylaw amendments that are
“contrary to” and “inconsistent with” Delaware law. Marathon Oil Corporation
(January 9, 2008).

4. The Stockholder Proposal prohibits the Board from calling special
meetings when it is the only party authorized to do so or
improperly authorizes stockholders to call special meetings in
those circumstances.

As noted above and as discussed in the Delaware Opinion, Delaware law provides
that only the board of directors may call special meetings of stockholders for the purposes
of approving a merger agreement or approving an amendment to the certificate of
incorporation, and that stockholders may not call special meetings for these purposes.
Because the Stockholder Proposal mandates that “any exclusionary or prohibitive
language” in regard to calling a special meeting apply equally to both stockholders and
management and/or the Board, either (i) the prohibition on stockholders’ ability to call
special meetings for purposes of voting on certificate amendments or certain merger
agreements would necessarily be required to be applied to the Board’s ability to call
special meetings for those purposes, or (ii) the stockholders would be permitted to call
such special meetings. Scenario (ii) would result in a violation of Sections 242 and 251
of the DGCL. The fundamental limitation on the Board’s statutory right to call special
meetings in those circumstances as contemplated by scenario (i) above would, as noted in
the Delaware opinion, violate Delaware law. See, e.g., Jones Apparel Group, Inc. v.
Maxwell Shoe Co., Inc., 883 A.2d 837, 851-52 (Del. Ch. 2004). The Staff has previously
concurred with the exclusion under Rule 14a-8(i)(2) of stockholder proposals that, if
implemented, would violate Delaware law in this manner or circumscribe the ability of a
company’s board of directors from calling a special meeting under these circumstances.
Marathon Oil Corporation (January 9, 2008).

B. The Company may exclude the Stockholder Proposal from its 2012 Proxy
Materials pursuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(1) because the Stockholder Proposal is
not a proper subject for stockholder action under Delaware law.

For the reasons stated above and in the Delaware Opinion, the Stockholder
Proposal would, if implemented, cause the Company to violate Delaware law and thus is
not a proper subject for stockholder action and should be excluded pursuant to Rule 14a-
8(i)(1). The Proponent has cast the Stockholder Proposal in precatory terms, and a
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precatory proposal is not necessarily excludable pursuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(1) where the
same proposal would be excluded if presented as a binding proposal. Great Lakes
Chemical Corporation (March 8, 1999). However, the Stockholder Proposal is not a
proper subject for stockholder action even though it is cast in precatory terms. Using a
precatory format will save a proposal from exclusion only if the action that the proposal
recommends that the directors take is in fact a proper matter for director action. Pennzoil
Corporation (March 22, 1993); MeadWestvaco Corp. (February 27, 2005).

C. The Company may exclude the Stockholder Proposal from its 2012 Proxy
Materials pursuant to Rule 14a-8(1)(6) because the Company lacks the
authority to implement the Stockholder Proposal.

The Company lacks the authority to implement the Stockholder Proposal because
as noted in the Delaware Opinion and this letter, the By-Law that the Proponent urges the
Board to adopt would be “void” and a “nullity” if adopted because it contradicts the
Restated Certificate and if the Board attempted to unilaterally amend the Restated
Certificate, without a stockholder vote, such action would be void under DGCL Section
242(b)(1). Northrop Grumman Corporation (January 17, 2008); Baker Hughes
Incorporated (January 11, 2008), Xerox Corporation (February 23, 2004); Burlington
Resources, Inc. (February 7, 2003). The Staff has previously concurred in the exclusion
of proposals on the basis of Rule 14a-8(i)(6) that, if adopted by a company’s
stockholders, would cause the company to violate applicable state law. Noble
Corporation (January 19, 2007); Xerox Corporation (February 23, 2004).

D. The Company may exclude the Stockholder Proposal from its 2012 Proxy
Materials pursuant to Rules 14a-8(b) and 14a-8(f)(1) because the

Proponent failed to provide sufficient documentary support of his
eligibility to submit the Stockholder Proposal.

The Proponent did not provide the evidence required under Rule 14a-8 of his
eligibility to submit the Stockholder Proposal when he submitted it to the Company. On
December 4, 2011, the Company notified the Proponent’s representative of this
deficiency and that the Company was entitled to exclude the Stockholder Proposal unless
the Proponent remedied the deficiency within 14 days. On December 13, 2011, the
Company received an email from the Proponent’s representative transmitting a letter
from TD Ameritrade (the “TD Letter”) purporting to establish the Proponent’s eligibility
to submit the Stockholder Proposal pursuant to Rule 14a-8. The TD Letter failed to cure
the Proponent’s procedural deficiency. The TD Letter did not establish that the
Proponent had continuously held the requisite amount of voting securities of the
Company for the requisite period of time. The Proponent has not provided further
evidence to correct these material deficiencies. See the correspondence attached hereto
as Exhibit B. The Staff has on numerous occasions permitted the exclusion of
stockholder proposals based on a proponent's failure to provide satisfactory evidence of
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8(£)(1). Union Pacific Corporation (January 29, 2010); Time Warner Inc. (February 19,
2009).

M.  The Proponent Should not be Permitted to Revise the Stockholder Proposal

Although we recognize that, per SEC Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14B (CF),
Shareholder Proposals (September 15, 2004), the Staff will, on occasion, permit
proponents to revise their proposals to correct problems that are “minor in nature and do
not alter the substance of the proposal,” the Company respectfully asks the Staff to
decline to grant the Proponent an opportunity to attempt to correct the serious flaws in the
Stockholder Proposal. The Stockholder Proposal contains a fundamental error: no
governing document of the Company can create the requested stockholder right to call
special meetings that the Proponent seeks without violating Delaware law and the
Proponent’s appointed proxy, Mr. Chevedden, is aware that a proposal cannot request
that a board unilaterally amend the company’s certificate of incorporation without
violating Delaware law. Marathon Qil Corporation (January 9, 2008); Northrop
Grumman Corporation (January 17, 2008); Baker Hughes Incorporated (January 11,
2008); Tiffany & Co. (January 23, 2007). The Proponent would need to completely
overhaul the Stockholder Proposal to ensure that it complies with Rule 14a-8. The
Proponent had ample time to draft a proposal that complies with the proxy rules before
the 120-day deadline set forth in Rule 14a-8(e) expired. Moreover, the Proponent has
still failed to prove his eligibility to submit the Stockholder Proposal in accordance with
Rule 14a-8(b).

IV. Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, the Company believes that the Stockholder Proposal
may properly be excluded from its 2012 Proxy Materials under Rules 14a-8(i)(1), 14a-
8(i)(2), 14a-8(i)(6), 14a-8(b) and 14a-8(f)(1).

The Company respectfully requests the Staff’s concurrence with its decision to
omit the Stockholder Proposal from the 2012 Proxy Materials and further requests that
the Staff confirm that it will not recommend any enforcement action against the
Company. Please call the undersigned at (212) 373-3097 if you have any questions or
need additional information or as soon as a Staff response is available.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this request.




PAUL, WEISS, RIFKIND, WHARTON & GARRISON LLP
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission

Respectfully yours,

S

Robert B. Schumer

Attachment

cc: Nicholas Rubino (Liz Claiborne, Inc.)
Christopher Di Nardo (Liz Claiborne, Inc.)
Kenneth Steiner

John Chevedden



PAUL, WEISS, RIFKIND, WHARTON & GARRISON LLP
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission

EXHIBIT A

10




PAUL, WEISS, RIFKIND, WHARTON & GARRISON LLP 1208 OF THE Icas
500 DELAWARE AVENUE, SUITE 200, POST OFFICE BOX 32, WILMINGTON, DE 19899-0032 FELAPTIONE (215 $7o8000

TELEPHONE (302) 655-4410

UNIT 36801, FORTUNE PLAZA OFFICE TOWER A
NO. 7 DONG SANHUAN ZHONGLU

CHAO YANG DISTRICT

BEWING 100020

g PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
WRITER’S DIRECT DIAL NUMBER TELEPHONE (86-10) 5826-6300

12TH FLOOR, HONG KONG CLUB BULILDING
3A CHATER ROAD, CENTRAL
WRITER’S DIRECT E-MAIL ADDRESS ) HONG KONG
TELEPHONE (852) 2846-0300
ALDER CASTLE
WRITER’S DIRECT FACSIMILE 30 NOBLE STREET
LONDON EC2V 73U, U.K.
TELEPHONE (44 20) 7367 1600
FUKOKU SEIME! BUILDING
2-2 UCHISAIWAICHO 2-CHOME
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TELEPHONE (81-3) 3597-8101

2001 K STREET, NW
Nicholas Rubino WASHINGTON, DC 20006-1047

TELEPHONE {(202) 223-7300
Liz Claiborne, Inc.
1441 Broadway
New York, NY 10018

Re:  Stockholder Proposal Submitted by Kenneth Steiner

Ladies and Gentlemen:

In connection with a stockholder proposal (the “Stockholder Proposal™)
submitted to Liz Claiborne, Inc. (the “Company”) by Kenneth Steiner, who has
designated John Chevedden (and/or his designee) to act on his behalf, you have asked for
our opinion as to whether the Stockholder Proposal calls for action consistent with the
laws of the State of Delaware, the Company’s jurisdiction of incorporation, and whether
the Stockholder Proposal is a proper subject for stockholder action under Delaware law.
For the various reasons set forth herein, it is our opinion that the Stockholder Proposal, if
implemented, would cause the Company and its board of directors (the “Board”) to
violate Delaware law and therefore is not a proper subject for stockholder action.

L The Stockholder Proposal
The Stockholder Proposal requests that the Board:

. . . take the steps necessary unilaterally (to the fullest
extent permitted by law) to amend [the Company’s] bylaws
and each appropriate governing document{'] to give
holders of 10% of [the Company’s] outstanding common
stock (or the lowest percentage allowed by law above 10%)
the power to call a special shareowner meeting.

' The Company’s by-laws (the “By-Laws™) and its certificate of incorporation, as amended (the
“Restated Certificate”) would be the only “appropriate” governing documents for regulating the
calling of a special meeting.
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This includes that such bylaw and/or charter text will not
have any exclusionary or prohibitive language in regard to
calling a special meeting that apply only to shareowners but
not to management and/or the board (to the fullest extent
permitted by law).”

For the various reasons set forth below in Section II hereof, it is our

opinion that the Stockholder Proposal would violate Delaware law if the Board
implemented it. Moreover, as explained in Section III hereof, because implementation of
the Stockholder Proposal would violate Delaware law, it is our opinion that it is not a
proper subject for stockholder action.

11 The Stockbolder Propesal, If Implemented, Would Cause the Company to
Violate Delaware Law,

A.

Implementation of the Stockholder Proposal Would Require the Directors
to Refrain from Exercising Their Fiduciary Duties and Declare Advisable
an Amendment to the Restated Certificate That the Board Has Not
Determined to Be in the Best Interests of the Company and Its
Stockholders.

1. In Order to Implement the Stockholder Proposal, the Company
Would Be Required to Amend the Restated Certificate.

The Restated Certificate and the By-Laws address the circumstances under

which the Company’s stockholders are permitted to call a special meeting of
stockholders. Specifically, Article EIGHTH of the Restated Certificate provides, in
relevant part, as follows:

Special meetings of the stockholders may be called only by
(i) the Board of Directors or (ii) the Secretary of the
Corporation, in the case of clause (ii) at the written request
of stockholders that own of record not less than thirty-five
percent (35%) of the capital stock of the Corporation
entitled to vote generally in the election of directors and
which request complies with the procedures for calling a
special meeting of stockholders as may be set forth in the
By-Laws of the Corporation, as it may be amended from
time to time.

(Restated Certificate, Article EIGHTH). Thus, the Restated Certificate provides that
stockholders holding not less than thirty-five percent of the Company’s capital stock may
request that the Secretary of the Company call a special meeting of stockholders. The
By-Laws also contain a similar, consistent provision permitting (i) the Board and, (ii)
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(OS]

upon a proper written request of stockholders holding not less than thirty-five percent of
the Company’s capital stock entitled to vote generally in the election of directors, the
Secretary, to call a special meeting of stockholders. (By-Laws, Art. 11, §3).

In order to implement the Stockholder Proposal, the Company would be
required to follow the procedures prescribed by Delaware law to amend the Restated
Certificate. Amending the By-Laws alone to adopt the Stockholder Proposal’s ten
percent threshold would not be sufficient to implement the Stockholder Proposal. Such a
By-Law amendment would conflict with Article EIGHTH of the Company’s existing
Restated Certificate. Under Section 109 of the General Corporation Law of the State of
Delaware (the “DGCL™), a corporation’s bylaws may not contain provisions that are
inconsistent with law or the corporation’s certificate of incorporation. 8 Del. C. § 109(b).
Moreover, a bylaw that conflicts with a charter provision is a nullity and of no force or-
effect. Essential Enters. Corp. v. Automatic Steel Prods., Inc., 159 A.2d 288, 289 (Del.
Ch. 1960); Gaskill v. Gladys Belle Oil Co., 146 A. 337, 340 (Del. Ch. 1929). Thus, in
order to implement the Stockholder Proposal, the Company would be required amend the
Restated Certificate.

2. Process to Implement the Stockholder Proposal Under Delaware
Law.

To amend the Restated Certificate, the Company must follow the
procedures outlined in Section 242 of the DGCL. That Section provides that to enact an
amendment to a corporation’s certificate of incorporation after it has received payment
for any of its capital stock (as is the case for the Company), the corporation’s “board of
directors shall adopt a resolution setting forth the amendment proposed, declaring its
advisability” and calling a special meeting of stockholders to vote on the amendment or
placing the amendment on the agenda for the corporation’s annual meeting. 8 Del. C. §
242(b)(1). The statutory requirement that a board of directors declare the amendment
advisable is absolute and a corporation must precisely follow this procedure. See
Williams v. Geier, 671 A.2d 1368, 1381 (Del. 1996) (“[1]t is significant that two discrete
corporate events must occur, in precise sequence, to amend the certificate of
incorporation under [Section 242]: First, the board of directors must adopt a resolution
declaring the advisability of the amendment and calling for a stockholder vote. Second, a
majority of the outstanding stock entitled to vote must vote in favor . . . .”); AGR Halifax
Fund, Inc. v. Fiscina, 743 A.2d 1188, 1192-93 (Del. Ch. 1999) (“Both steps must occur
in that sequence, and under no circumstances may stockholders act before the mandated
board action proposing and recommending the amendment.”).

3. Implementation of the Stockholder Proposal Would Cause the
Board to Violate Its Fiduciary Duties.

A board of directors is not permitted to recommend or take corporate
action, such as declaring the advisability of a charter amendment, unless the board first
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has taken sufficient action to inform itself of the merits of the amendment and second,
has concluded after consideration of the obligations imposed by its fiduciary duties that
the amendment is advisable. See CA, Inc. v. AFSCME Empl. Pension Plan, 953 A.2d
227, 240 (Del. 2008) (invalidating a bylaw that mandated board action in circumstances
where a proper application of fiduciary duties could preclude such action); ¢f Smith v.
Van Gorkom, 488 A.2d 858, 872-73 (Del. 1985) (“A director’s duty to inform himself in
preparation for a decision derives from the fiduciary capacity in which he serves the
corporation and its stockholders.””). Implementation of the Stockholder Proposal,
however, would mandate that the Board declare advisable an amendment to the Restated
Certificate when a proper application of fiduciary duties could preclude the Board from
making such a declaration. Thus, because implementation of the Stockholder Proposal
requires the Board to take specified action without regard to the exercise of the Board’s
fiduciary duties, its implementation would violate Delaware law.

B. The Board Cannot “Unilaterally” Implement the Stockholder Proposal
Under Delaware Law.

The Stockholder Proposal requires the Board “to take the steps necessary
unilaterally (to the fullest extent permitted by law)” to amend each appropriate governing
document to give holders of ten percent of the Company’s common stock the power to
call special stockholder meetings. (emphasis added). As explained above,
implementation of the Stockholder Proposal would require an amendment to the Restated
Certificate, which must be accomplished in strict compliance with the requirements of
Section 242 of the DGCL (i.e., prior to any stockholder adoption of the amendment, the
Board first must adopt a resolution declaring the advisability of the amendment and
calling for a stockholder vote). 8 Del. C. § 242(b)(1). Thus, Section 242 makes clear that
the Board cannot unilaterally adopt an amendment to the Restated Certificate.

Notably, the Stockholder Proposal only calls upon the Board to take steps
unilaterally to amend the Restated Certificate and By-Laws “fo the fullest extent
permitted by law.” (emphasis added). This limitation does not save the Stockholder
Proposal. Because Section 242 strictly requires that stockholders approve all charter
amendments, there is no extent to which a board of directors can act unilaterally to amend
a certificate of incorporation. See Lions Gate Entm’t Corp. v. Image Entm’t Inc., 2006
‘WL 1668051, at *7 (Del. Ch. June 5, 2006) (holding that a charter provision purporting
to give the board the power to amend the charter unilaterally “contravenes Delaware law
and is invalid”). Any unilateral attempt by the Board to implement the Stockholder
Proposal (which, as discussed above, requires the adoption of an amendment to the
Restated Certificate) would counstitute a violation of Delaware law.
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C. Placing Restrictions Upon the Board'’s Right to Call Special Meetings of
Stockholders Violates Delaware Law.

Section 211(d) of the DGCL grants the board of directors of a Delaware
corporation the unqualified right to call special meetings of stockholders. That Section
provides: “Special meetings of the stockholders may be called by the board of directors
or by such person or persons as may be authorized by the certificate of incorporation or
the bylaws.” 8 Del. C. § 211(d). Thus, Section 211(d) grants the board of directors the
power to call special meetings of stockholders, and does not qualify that power in any
manner, nor provide any means of limiting that power in a corporation’s bylaws or
certificate of incorporation.” Nor does the DGCL elsewhere permit any limitations on or

modifications to a board’s power to call a special meeting of stockholders pursuant to
Section 211(d).

_ If implemented, the Stockholder Proposal would require that the ten
percent stock ownership condition be placed upon the Board’s right to call special
meetings, because the Stockholder Proposal expressly provides that any By-Law or
Restated Certificate text adopted pursuant thereto not have any “exclusionary or
prohibitive language in regard to calling a special meeting that apply only to shareowners
but not to management and/or the board (to the fullest extent permitted by law).” The ten
percent threshold requirement is “exclusionary or prohibitive language” placed upon the
stockholders’ right to call a special meeting and would therefore also have to apply to the
Board’s ability to call special meetings.> As discussed above, a corporation’s bylaws
may contain any provision “not inconsistent with law or with the certificate of
incorporation,” and a corporation’s certificate of incorporation may not be “contrary to
the laws of [Delaware].” 8 Del. C. §§ 102(b)(1), 109(b). Placing the ten percent
ownership restriction on the Board’s ability to call a special meeting of stockholders
would be “contrary to” and “inconsistent with” Section 211(d) of the DGCL.* Thus, the
Board would violate Delaware law if it adopted the type of Restated Certificate or By-
Law provision contemplated by the Stockholder Proposal.

% As noted above, a corporation’s bylaws and certificate of incorporation would be the only
appropriate documents for regulating the calling of a special meeting of stockholders.

3 The ten percent threshold requirement is “exclusionary or prohibitive language,” as it would
prohibit or exclude stockholders owning in aggregate less than ten percent of the Company’s
common stock from calling a special meeting of stockholders.

4 The Stockholder Proposal’s qualification of “to the fullest extent permitted by law” does not
save the Stockholder Proposal on this basis. Any condition or qualification placed upon the
Board’s unqualified statutory right to call a special meeting would violate Delaware law, and
therefore, there is no extent to which a By-Law or Restated Certificate provision could place
“exclusionary or prohibitive language” upon the Board’s right to call a special meeting in a
manner consistent with Delaware law. \
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Placing qualifications on the Board’s statutory power to call a special
meeting would also violate other provisions of the DGCL. A board of directors has the
exclusive authority to initiate the approval and adoption of certain significant corporate
actions through the call of a special meeting of stockholders. Limiting a board’s right to
call special meetings of stockholders in these circumstances would encroach upon that
exclusive authority. With respect to certain types of mergers, only a board of directors
may call a special meeting of stockholders to adopt and approve a merger agreement, as
the board must first approve the relevant merger agreement and declare its advisability
before submitting it to stockholders. 8 Del. C. § 251(a), (b). See Tansey v. Trade Show
News Networks, Inc., 2001 WL 1526306, at *7 (Del. Ch. Nov. 27, 2001) (finding a
merger to be “invalid because it was not preceded by an accomplishment of the
statutorily required acts in the correct sequence™). Similarly, only a board of directors
may call a special meeting to vote on an amendment to a corporation’s certificate of
incorporation, as the board first must adopt a resolution declaring the advisability of the
amendment. 8 Del. C. §§ 242(b)(1). See Williams, 671 A.2d at 1381; AGR Halifax, 743
A.2d at 1192-93; Lions Gate, 2006 WL 1668051, at *7.

In exercising its fiduciary duties in connection with the approval of certain
mergers or charter amendments, a board of directors may determine that its fiduciary
duties require it to call a special meeting of stockholders to present the matter to
stockholders for consideration. See Mercier v. Inter-Tel (Del ), Inc., 929 A.2d 786, 817-
19 (Del. Ch. 2007) (discussing the implication of the board’s fiduciary duties in
connection with its decision to reschedule a meeting for the approval of a merger that the
board believed to be in the best interests of stockholders); In re MONY Group, Inc.
S’holder Litig., 853 A.2d 661, 667-77 (Del. Ch. 2004) (holding that the board discharged
its fiduciary duties in postponing a stockholders meeting on a proposed merger to allow
for preparation and consideration of supplemental proxy materials mandated by court
order); ¢f Perlegos v. Atmel Corp., 2007 WL 475453, at *25 (Del. Ch. Feb. 8§, 2007)
(discussing fiduciary duties implicated by the authority to call and to cancel a special
meeting of stockholders). Delaware law mandates that a board exercise its fiduciary
duties in connection with the calling of a special meeting, regardless of whether the board
meets a particular ownership threshold. Accordingly, placing restrictions (such as a
minimum ownership requirement) upon a board’s ability to call a special meeting of
stockholders could preclude the board from calling a meeting where a proper application
of its fiduciary duties might require it to do so. This result violates Delaware law.

D. The Stockholder Proposal Would Prohibit the Board from Calling Special
Meetings for Certain Purposes for Which It is the Only Party Authorized
to Do So by Statute or Would Improperly Authorize Stockholders to Call
Special Meetings in Such Circumstances.

As discussed above, the DGCL requires that the board of directors call
special meetings of stockholders to approve and adopt certain corporate actions. Under
Sections 242 and 251 of the DGCL, as discussed in the foregoing section, only the Board

e —————
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of directors may call certain special meetings and stockholders may nof call special
stockholder meetings for these purposes. The Stockholder Proposal, however, mandates
that any By-Law or Restated Certificate provision adopted in connection with the
implementation of the Stockholder Proposal “not have any exclusionary or prohibitive
language in regard to calling a special meeting that apply only to shareowners but not to
management and/or the board (to the fullest extent permitted by law).” Therefore, either
(i) the prohibition upon stockholders’ ability to call special meetings to vote on charter
amendments and certain merger agreements would necessarily be required to be applied
to the Board’s ability to call special meetings under the terms of the Stockholder Proposal
or (ii) the stockholders would be permitted to call such special meetings. Thus,
stockholders would be permitted to call such special meetings in violation of Sections
242 or 251, which mandate that stockholders only act after the board of directors has
acted, or the Board would only be permitted to submit Restated Certificate amendments
and certain mergers for approval by the stockholders at the Company’s annual meeting.
Such a fundamental limitation on the Board’s statutory right to call special stockholder
meetings in those circumstances would violate Delaware law. See, e.g., Jones Apparel
Group, Inc. v. Maxwell Shoe Co., Inc., 883 A.2d 837, 851-52 (Del. Ch. 2004) (suggesting
that a certificate of incorporation may not contain restrictions on board power dealing
with mergers or charter amendments and noting that such restrictions “inarguably involve
. .. serious intrusions on director duties . . . .”). '

IIl.  The Stockholder Proposal is Not a Proper Subject for Stockholder Action
Under Delaware Law.

Because the Stockholder Proposal, if implemented, would cause the
Company to violate Delaware law in the ways described in Section II hereof, we are of
the opinion that the Stockholder Proposal is not a proper subject for stockholder action
under Delaware law.

> Again, the parenthetical “to the fullest extent permitted by law” in the second sentence of the
Stockholder Proposal does not save the Stockholder Proposal on this basis. As discussed above,
any qualification or condition placed upon the Board’s unqualified statutory right to call a special
meeting is contrary to Delaware law, and therefore, there is 7o extent to which a By-Law or
Restated Certificate provision could place “exclusionary or prohibitive language” upon the
Board’s right to call a special meeting in a manner consistent with Delaware law.
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IV. Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, it is our opinion that: (i) the Stockholder
Proposal, if implemented, would cause the Company to violate Delaware law, and (ii) the
Stockholder Proposal is not a proper subject for stockholder action under Delaware law.

Very truly yours,

)%%///&%’ = )//A/M / ) /f/.f) /n ZZ/C

PAUL, WEISS, RIFKIND, WHARTON &
GARRISON LLP
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----- Message from** FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 ** on Fri, 25 Nov 2011 21:30:01 -0500 ~——-
To: "Chri.s DiNardo" .
" <Chris_DiNardo@liz.com>
cc: "Robert Vill" <Robert_Vill@liz.com>
Subject: Rule 14a-8 Proposal (L1Z)

Mr. Di Nardo,

Please see the attached Rule 14a-8 Proposal.
Sincerely,

John Chevedden

cc: Kenneth Steiner




Kenneth Steiner

»* FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 ***

Ms, Kay Koplovitz
Chairman of the Board
Liz Claiborne, Inc. (LIZ)
1441 Broadway

New York NY 10018
Phone: 212 354-4900

Dear Ms. Koplovitz,

In support of the long-term performance of our company I submit my attached Rule 14a-8
proposal. This proposal is for the next annual sharcholder meeting. I will meet Rule 14a-8
requirements including the continuous ownership of the required stock value until after the date
of the respective shareholder meeting. The submitted format, with the shareholder-supplied
emphasis, is intended to be used for definitive proxy publication. This is my proxy for John
Chevedden and/or his designee to forward this Rule 14a-8 proposal to the company and to act on
my behalf regarding this Rule 14a-8 proposal, and/or modification of it, for the forthcoming
shareholder meeting before, during and after the forthcoming shareholder meeting. Please direct
all future communications regarding my rule 14a-8 proposal to John Chevedden

*** FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 *** 8t
to facilitate prompt and vetifiable communications. Please identify this proposal as my proposal
exclusively.

This letter does not cover proposals that are not rule 14a-8 proposals. This letter does not grant
the power 10 vote.

Your consideration and the consideration of the Board of Directors is appreciated in support of
the long-term performance of our company. Please acknowledge receipt of my proposal
promptly by email 10 £5ma & oMB Memorandum M-07-16 *

Sincer, //‘,2-"10” :

Kenneth Steiner ~ Date

cc: Nicholas J. Rubino

Corporate Secretary

Christopher T. Di Nardo <chris_dinardo@liz.com>
Vice President, Deputy General Counsel

T: 201-295-7833

F:201-295-7851




[LIZ: Rule 14a-8 Proposal, November 25, 2011]
3* — Special Shareowner Meetings
Resolved, Shareowners ask our board t6 take the steps necessary unilaterally (to the fullest extent
permitied by law) to amend our bylaws and each appropriate governing document to give holders
of 10% of our outstanding common stock (or the lowest percentage permitied by law above
10%) the power to call a special shareowner meeting.

This includes that such bylaw and/or charter text will not have any exclusionary or prohibitive
language in regard to calling a special meeting that apply only to shareowners but not to
management and/or the board (to the fullest extent permitted by law).

Special meetings allow shareowners to vote on important matters, such as electing new directors
that can arise between annual meetings. Sharcowner input on the timing of shareowner meetings
is especially important when events unfold quickly and issues may become moot by the next
annual meeting. This proposal does not impact our board’s current power to call a special
meeting.

This proposal topic won more than 60% support at CVS, Sprint and Safeway.

Our management scuttled our opportunity to vote on the 2010 shareholder proposal to enable
10% of shareholders to call a special meeting. Our management made us vote (unnecessarily no
less) on a weak management proposal for an almost insurmountable 35% of shareholders to call
a special meeting in order to scuttle our opportunity to vote on the shareholder proposal for a
realistic 10% of shareholders to call a special meeting. That is the reason it is necessary to
resubmit this proposal topic. .

Plus we gave 65%-support to the 2011 shareholder proposal for a shareholder opportunity to act
by written consent and our management had not taken any action to adopt it.

Please encourage our board to respond positively to this proposal to initiate improved corporate
governance and financial performance: Special Shareowner Meetings — Yes on 3.*



Notes:
Kenneth Steiner, +*» FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 *** sponsored this proposal.

Please note that the title of the proposal is part of the proposal.

*Number to be ass,i:gned,,byfﬂie compan'y'.

2004 1nclud1ng (emphas1s added)

Accordingly, going forward, we believe that it would not be appropriate for

companies to exclude supporting statement language and/or an entire proposal in

reliance on rule 14a-8(1)(3) in the following circumstances:
» the company objects to factual assertions because they are not supported;
» the company objects to factual assertions that, while not materially false or
misleading, may be disputed or countered;
« the company objecis to factual assertions because those assertions may be
interpreted by shareholders in a manner that is unfavorable to the company, its
directors, or its officers; and/or
« the company objects to statements because they represent the opinion of the
sharehoider proponent or a referenced source, but the statements are not
identified spemfically as such.

We believe that it is appropriate under rule 14a-8 for companies to address

- these objections in their statements of opposition.

See also: Sun Microsystems, Inc. (July 21, 2005). ,
Stock will be held until after the annual meeting and the proposal will be presented at the annual
meeting. Please acknowledge this proposal promptly by email|risma & oMB Memorandum M-07-16 #**

SO ——



From: Chris DiNardo <Chris_DiNardo@liz.com<mailto:Chris_DiNardo@liz.com>>
Sen

To: *** FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 ***

Cc:

Subject: RE: Rule 14a-8 Proposal (LIZ)

Mr. Chevedden,
Please see attached.

Sincerely,

_Christopher Di Nardo




LIZ-CLAIBORNE INE, | Lz claibornemnc

QNE CLATRGRNE AVERUE ’
:«x?}nm BERGEN NI O70AY A PORTFOLID OF 8RANDS

December 4, 2011

Kenneth Steiner
¢/o John Chevedden

*** EISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 ***

By Email
Dear Mr. Chevedden,

On November 25, 2011, I received your email transmitting a letter from Kenneth
Steiner (“Mr. Steiner™) that enclosed a purported sharehiolder proposal from Mr. Steiner for
inclusion in the Liz Claibome, Inc. (“Liz”) Proxy Statement for its 2012 Annual Meeting of
Shareholders (the “Proxy Statement”) and directing all future correspondence regarding this
proposal to your attention. .

Please be advised that Mr. Steiner has not proved his eligibility in accordance with
Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) Rule 14a-8. Specifically, Mr. Steiner failed to
comply with Rule 14a-8(b)(2) and establish his continuous ownership of at least $2,000 in market
value, or 1%, of Liz’s securities entitled to be voted on the proposal at Liz’s Annual Mcetmg for at
least one year by the date Mr. Steiner submitted his proposal.

In accordance with Rule 142-8(f), Liz is entitled to exclude the proposal unless Mr.
Steiner remedies this procedural deficiency. Mr. Steiner can remedy this deficiency if, within 14
calendar days of your receipt of this letter, Mr. Steiner responds in writing to this letter and submits
adequate evidence, such as a written statement from the “record” holder of Mr. Steiner’s securities,
verifying that, at the time Mr. Steiner submitted the proposal, Mr. Steiner continuously held the
aforementioned amount of Liz securities for at least one year.

In the event Mr. Steiner elects to cure the deficiency, Liz reserves the right and may
seek to exclude the proposal if in Liz’s judgment the exclusion of such proposal from the Proxy
Statement would be in accordance with SEC proxy rules.

For your convenience, I have enclosed a copy of SEC Rule 14a~8 in its entirety,
along with a copy of SEC Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14F (CF).




Please direct all further correspondence with respect to this matter to my attention at
the following address:
Christopher T, Di Nardo
Liz Claiborne, Inc.

1441 Broadway
New York, N_ew York 10018

Ve 1y yours,

Chnstopher T.Di Nardo

Enclosure
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Division of Corporation Finance
Securities and Exchange Commission.

Shareholder Proposals

Staff Lega! Bulletin No. 14F (CF)

Action: Publication of CF Staff Legal Bulletin

Date: October 18, 2011

Summary; This staff legal bulletin provides information for companies and

shareholders regarding Rule 14a-8 under the Securitles Exchange Act of
1934,

Supplementary Information: The statements in this bulletin represent
the views of the Division of Corporation Finance (the “Division”}. This
bulletin is not a rule, regulation or statement of the Securities and
Exchange Commission {the “Commission”). Further, the Commission has
neither approved nor disapproved its content,

Contacts: For further information, please contact the Division’s Office of
Chief Counsel by calling (202) 551-3500 or by submitting a web-based
request form at nttps://its.sec.oov/egi=binfeorg, fin_interpretive.

A. The purpose of this bulletin

This bulletin is part of a continuing effort by the Division to provide
guidance on important issues arising under Exchange Act Rule 14a-8.
Specifically, this bulletin contains information regarding:
o Brokers and banks that constitute “record” holders under Rule 14a-8
{b)(2)(i) for purposes of verifying whether a beneficial owner is
¢ligible to submit a proposal under Rule 14a-8;

+ Common errors shareholders can avold when submitting proof of
ownership to companies;

s The submission of revised proposals;

s Procedures for withdrawing no-action requests regarding proposals
submitted by muitiple proponents; and

« The Division’s new process for transmitting Rule 14a-8 no-action
responses by email.

You can find additional guidance regarding Rule 14a-8 in the following
bulletins that are available on the Commission’s website: SLE No. 14, §LB

http://www.sec.gov/interps/legal/cfslbl4f htm Page 1 of 9
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No. 144, SLB Mo, 148, SLB No. 14C, SL8 o, 14D and SLB Ne, 14,

B. The types of brokers and banks that constitute “record” holders
under Rule 14a-8(b)(2)(I) for purposes of verifying whether a
beneficial owner Is eligible to submit a proposal under Rule 14a-8

1. Eligibility to submit a proposal under Rule 14a-8

To be eliglble to submit a shareholder proposal, a shareholder must have
continuously held at least $2,000 in market value, or 1%, of the company’s
securities entitled to be voted-on the proposal at the shareholder meeting
for at least one yearas of the date the shareholder submits the proposal.
The shareholder must aiso continue to hoid the required amount of
securities through the date of the meeting and must provide the company
with a written statement of intent to do so.4

The steps that a sharehoider must take to verify his or her eligibility to
submit 2 pmpnsal depend on how the shareholder owns the securitles.
There are two types of security holders in the U.S.: registered owners and
beneficial owners.2 Registered owners have a direct relationship with the
issuer because their ownership of shares is listed on the records maintained
by the issuer or ifs transfer agent, If a shareholder is a registered owner,
the company can independently conflrm that the shareholder’s holdings
satisfy Rule 14a-8{b)'s eligibility requirement.

The vast majority of investors in shares Issued by U.S. companies,
however, are beneficial owners; which means that they hold their securities
in book-entry form through a securitles intermediary, such as a broker or 8
bank. Beneficial owners are sometimes referred o as “street name”
holders. Rule 14a-8(b)}(2){i) provides that a beneficial owner can provide
proof of ownership to support his or her eligibility to submit a proposal by
submitting a written statement “from the ‘record’ holder of [the] securities
(usually a broker or bank),” verifying that, at the time the proposal was
submitted, the shareholder held the required amount of securities

continuously for at least one year.2
2. The role of the Depository Trust Company

Most large U.S. brokers and banks deposit their customers’ securities with,
and hold those securities through, the Depository Trust Company {"DTC");
a registered clearing agency acting as a securities depository.-Such brokers
and banks are often referred to as “participants” in DTC.£ The names of
these DTC participants, however, do not appear as the registered owners of
the securities deposited with DTC on the list of shareholders maintained by
the company or, more typically, by its transfer agent. Rather, DTC’s
nominee, Cede & Co., appears on the shareholder list as the sole registered
owner of securities deposnted with DTC by the DTC participants. A company
can request from DTC a “securities position listing” as of a specified date,
which identifies the DTC participants having a position in the company’s
securities and the number of securities held by each DTC participant on that

date.®
3. Brokers and banks that constitute “record” holders under Rule

14a-8(b)(2)(i) for purposes of verifying whether a beneficial
owner is eligible to submit a proposal under Rule 14a-8

hitp://www.sec.gov/interps/legal/cfslbl4£htm Page 2 of9
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In The Hain Celestial Group, Inc. {Oct. 1, 2008), we took the position that
an introducing broker could be consldered a “record” holder for purposes of
Rule 14a-8(b){2)(1). An introducing broker Is a broker that engages In sales
and other activities Involving customer contact, such as opening customer
accounts and accepting customer orders, but is not permitted to maintain
custody of customer funds and securities.® Instead, an introducing broker
engages another broker, known as a “clearing broker,” to hold custody of
client funds and securities, to clear and-execute customer trades, and to
handle other functions such as Issuing conflrmations of customer trades and
customer account statements. Clearing brokers generally are DTC
participants; introducing brokers generally are not. As introducing brokers -
generally are not DTC participants, and therefore typically do not appear on
DTC's securlties position listing, Hain Celestial has required companles to
accept proof of ownership letters from brokers in cases where, unlike the
positions of registered owners and brokers and banks that are DTC
participants, the company is unable to verify the positions against its own
or its transfer agent’s records or against DTC’s securities position listing.

In light of questions we have received following two recent court cases
relating to proof of ownership under Rule 14a-8Z and In light of the
Commission’s discussion of registered and beneficial owners in the Proxy
Mechanics:Concept Release, we have reconsidered our views as to what
‘types of brokers and banks should be considered “record” holders under
Rule 14a—8(b)(2)(l) Because of the transparency of DTC participants’
positions in a company’s securities; we will take the view going forward
that, for Rule 14a-8(b)(2)(i) purposes, only DTC participants should be
viewed as “record” holders of securities that are deposited at DTC. As a
result, we will no longer follow Hain Celestial.

We believe that taking this approach as to who constitutes a “record”
holder for purposes of Rule 14a-8{b}{(2)(1} will provide greater certainty to
beneficial owners and companies. We also note that this approach is
consistent with Exchange Act Rule 12g5-1 and a 1988 staff no-action letter
addressing that rule,£ under which brokers and banks that are DTC
participants are considered to be the record holders of securities on deposit
with DTC when calculating the number of record holders for purposes of
Sections 12(g) and 15(d) of the Exchange Act.

Companies have occasionally expressed the view that, because DTC's
nominee, Cede & Co., appears on the shareholder list as the sole registered
owner of securities deposited with DTC by the DTC participants, only DTC or
Cede & Co. should be viewed as the “record” holder of the securities held
on deposit at DTC for purposes of Rule 14a-8(b)(2)(i). We have never
interpreted the rule to require a shareholder to obtain a proof of ownership

- letter from DTC or Cede & Co., and nothing In this guidance should be
construed as changing that view,

How can a shareholder detemine whether his or her broker or bank is a
DTC participant?

Shareholders and companies can confirm whether a particular broker or
bank is & DTC participant by checking DTC's participant list, which is
currently available on the Internet at

bt fwww.dtcc.comy/downloads/membership/directories/dic/alpha.odh
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What if a shareholder’s broker or bank is not on DTC’s participant list?

The shareholder will need to obtain proof of ownership from the DTC
participant through which the securities are held. The shareholder
should be able to find out who this DTC participant Is by asking the
shareholder’s broker or bank.2

If the DTC participant knows the shareholder’s broker or bank’s
holdings, but does not know the shareholder’s holdings, a shareholder
could satisfy Rule 14a-8(b)(2){1) by obtaining and submitting two proof
of ownership statements verifying that, at the time the proposai was-
submitted, the required amount of securities were continuously held for
at least one year ~ one from the shareholder’s broker or bank
confirming the shareholder's ownership, and the other from the DTC
participant confirming the broker or bank’s ownership.

How will the staff process no-action requests that argue for exclusion.on
the basis that the shareholder's proof of ownership Is not from a DTC
participant?

The staff will grant no-action relief to a company on the basis that the
shareholder’s proof of ownershlp Is not from a DTC participant only if
the company’s notice of defect describes the required proof of
ownership in a manner that is consistent with the guldance contained in
this bulletin. Under Rule 14a-8(f)(1), the shareholder will have an
opportunity to obtain the requisite proof of ownership after receiving the
notice of defect. : v

C. Common errors shareholders can avoid when submitting proof of
ownership to companiés

In this section, we describe two common errors shareholders make when
submitting proof of ownership for purposes of Rule 14a-8(b)(2), and we
provide guidance on how to avoid these errors.

First, Rule 14a-8(b) requires a shareholder to provide proof of ownership
that he or she has “continuously held at least $2,000 in market value, or
1%, of the company’s securlties entitled to be voted on the proposal at the
meeting for at least one year by the date you submit the

proposal” {(emphasis added).<% We note that many proof of ownership
letters do not satisfy this requirement because they do not verify the
shareholder’s beneflcial ownership for the entire one-year period preceding
and including the date the proposal is submitted. In some cases, the letter
speaks as of a date before the date the proposal is submitted, thereby
leaving a gap between the date of the verification and the date the proposal
is submitted, In other cases, the letter speaks as of a date after the date
the proposal was submitted but covers a period of only one year, thus -
falling to verify the shareholder's beneficial ownership over the required full
one-year period preceding the date of the proposal’'s submission.

Second, many letters fall to confirm continuous ownership of the securities.
This can ‘occur when a broker or bank submits a letter that confirms the

shareholder’s beneficial ownership only as of a spedified date but omits any
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reference to continuous ownership for a one-year period.

We recognize that the requirements of Rule 14a-8(b) are highly prescriptive
and can cause inconvenience for shareholders when submitting proposals.
Although our administration of Rule'14a-8(b) is constrained by the terms of
the rule, we believe that shareholders can avold the two errors highlighted
above by arranging to have thelr broker or bank provide the required
verification of ownership as of the date they plan to submit the proposal

using the following format;

“As of [date the proposal Is submitted], [name of shareholder]
heid, and has held continuously for at least one year, [number

of securities] sharés of [company name] [dlass of securities].”s=

As discussed above, a shareholder may also need to provide a separate
written statement from the DTC participant through which the shareholders
securities are held if the shareholder’s broker-or bank is not a DTC
participant.

D. The submission of revised proposals

On occasion, a shareholder will revise a proposal after submitting itto a
company. This section addresses questions we have received regarding
revisions fo a proposal or supporting statement.

1. A shareholder submits a timely proposal. The shargholder then
submits a revised proposal before the company’s deadline for
receiving proposals. Must the company accept the revisions?

‘Yes. In this situation, we believe the revised proposal serves as a
replacement of the initlal proposal. By submitting a revised proposal, the
shareholder has effectively withdrawn the initial proposal. Therefore, the
shareholder is not in violation of the one-proposal limitation in Rule 14a-8
{€).*2 If the company Intends to submit a no-action request, it must do so
with respect to the revised proposal,

We recognize that in Question and Answer E.2 of SLB No. 14, we Indicated
that if a shareholder makes revisions to a proposal before the company
submits its no-action request, the company can choose whether to accept
the revisions. However, this guidance hasled some companies to believe
that; in cases where shareholders attempt to make changes to an initial
proposal, the company is free to ignore such revisions even if the revised
proposal Is submitted before the company’s deadline for recelving
shareholder proposals. We are revising our guldance on this issue to makg
clear that a company may not ignore a revised proposal in this situation.4*

2. A shareholder submits a timely proposal, After the deadline for
receiving proposals, the shareholder submits a revised proposal.
Must the company accept the revisions?

No. If a shareholder submits revisions to a proposal after the deadline for
recelving proposals under Ruie 14a-8(e), the company is not required to
accept the revisions. However, if the company does not accept the
revisions, It must treat the revised proposal as a second proposal and
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submit ‘a notice stating its intention to exclude the revised proposal, as
»required by Rule 14a-8(_|) The company’s notice may cite Rule 14a-8(e) as
accept the rewsions and intends to exclude the initial proposal, it would
also need to submit its reasons for excluding the Initial proposal.

3. If a shareholder submits a revised proposal, as of which date
must the shareholder prove his or her share ownership? .

A shareholder must prove ownership as of the date the original proposal Is
submitted. When the Commission has discussed revisions to proposals,= it
has not suggested that a revision triggers a requirernent to provide proof of
ownership a second time. As outlined in Rule 14a-8(b), proving ownership
includes providing a written statement that the shareholder intends to
continue to hold the securities through the date of the shareholder meeting.
Rule 14a-8(f)(2) provides that if the shareholder “falls in [his or her]
promise to hold the required number of securities through the date of the
meeting of shareholders, then the company will be permitted to exclude all
of [the same shareholder’s] proposals from its proxy materials for any
meeting held in the following two calendar years.” With these provisions in
mind, we do not interpret Rule 14a-8 as requiring additional proof of
ownership when a shareholder submits a revised proposal.22

E. Procedures for withdrawing no-action requests for proposals
submitted by mulitiple proponents

We have previously addressed the requiremenits for withdrawing a Rule
14a-8 no-action request in SLB Nos. 14 and 14C, SLB No. 14 notes that a
company should Inciude with a withdrawal letter documentation
demonstrating that a shareholder has withdrawn the proposal. In cases
where a proposal submittéd by multiple shareholders is withdrawn, SLB No.
14C states that, If each shareholder has designated a lead Indlvidual to act
on its behalf and the company is able to demonstrate that the individual is
authorized ‘to act on behalf of all of the proponents, the company need only
provide a letter from that lead Individual indicating that the lead individual
Is withdrawing the proposal on behalf of all of the proponents.

Because there Is no rellef granted by the staff in cases where a no-action
request is withdrawn following the withdrawal of the related proposal, we
recognize that the threshold for withdrawing a no-action request need not
be overly burdensome. Going forward, we will process a withdrawal request
if the company provides a letter from the lead filer that includes a
representation that the lead filer is authorized to withdraw the proposal on
behalf of each proponent identified in the company’s no-action request.28

F. Use of email to transmit our Rule 14a-8 no-action responses to
companies and proponents

To date, the Division has transmitted copies of our Rule 14a-8 no-action
responses, including coples of the correspondence we have recélved in
connection with such requests; by U.S. mail to companies and proponents.
We also post our response and the related correspondence to the
Commission’s webslte shortly after issuance of our response. -

In order to accelerate delivery of staff responses to‘companies and
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proponents, and to reduce our copying and postage costs, going forward
we intend to transmit our Rule 14a-8 no-action responses by emall to
companies and proponents. We therefore encourage both companies and
proponents to include email contact information in any correspondence to
each other and to us, We will use U.S. mail to transmit our no-action
response to any company or proponent for which we do not have emall
contact Information,

Given the availabillity of our responses and the related correspondence on
the Commission’s website and the requirement under Rule 14a-8 for
companies and proponents to copy each other on correspondence
submitted to the Commission, we believe it Is unnecessary to transmit
copies of the related correspondence along with our no-action response.
Therefore, we Intend to transmit only our staff response and not the
correspondence we receive from the parties. We will continue to post to the
Commission’s website coples of this correspondence at the same time that
we post our staff no-action response.

1 See Rule 14a-8(b).

- 2 For an explanation of the types of share ownership in the U.S., see
Concept Release on U.S, Proxy System, Release No. 34-62495 (July 14,
2010) [75 FR 42982] (“Proxy Mechanics Concept Release”), at Section ILA.
The term “beneficial owner” does not have a uniform meaning under the
federal securities laws. It has a different meaning In this bulietin as
compared to “beneficial owner” and “beneficial ownership” in Sections 13
and 16 of the Exchange Act. Our use of the term In this bulletin is not
intended to suggest that registered owners are not beneficial owners for
purposes of those Exchange Act provisions. See Proposed Amendments to
Rule 14a-8 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 Relating to Proposals
by Security Holders, Release No. 34-12598 (July 7, 1976} [41 FR 29982],
at n.2 ("The term ‘beneficial owner’ when used in the context of the proxy
rules, and in light of the purposes of those rules, may be interpreted to
have a broader meaning than it would for certain other purpose[s] under
the federal securities laws, such as reporting pursuant to the Williams
Act.”).

4 If a shareholder has filed a Schedule 13D, Schedule 13G, Form 3, Form 4
or Form 5 reflecting ownership of the required amount of shares, the
shareholder may instead prove ownership by submitting a copy of such
fillngs and providing the additional information that is described in Rule
14a-8(b)(2)(1).

£ DTC holds the deposited securities In “fungible bulk,” meaning that there
are no specificaily identifiable shares directly owned by the DTC
participants. Rather, each DTC participant holds a pro rata interest or
position in the aggregate number of shares of a particular issuer held at
DTC. Correspondingly, each customer of a DTC participant - such as an
individual Investor — owns a pro rata interest In the shares in which the DTC
participant has a pro rata interest. See Proxy Mechanics Concept Release,
at Section I1.B.2.a.

& See Exchange Act Rule 17Ad-8.
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£ See Net Capltal Rule, Release No. 34-31511 (Nov. 24, 1892) [57 FR
56973] ("Net Capital Rule Release”), at Section IL.C.

£ See KBR In¢. v. Chevedden, Civil Action No. H-11-0196, 2011 U.S. Dist.
LEXIS 36431, 2011 WL 1463611 (S.D. Tex, Apr. 4, 2011); Apache Corp. V.
Chevedden, 696 F. Supp. 2d 723 (S.D. Tex. 2010). In both cases, the court
concluded that a securities intermediary was not a record holder for
purposes of Rule 14a-8(b) because It did not appear on a list of the
company’s non-objecting beneficial owners or on any DTC securities
position listing, nor was the Intermediary a DTC participant.,

£ Techne Corp. (Sept. 20, 1988B).

£ In addition, if the shareholder’s broker Is an Introducing broker, the
shareholder’s account statements should include the dearing broker’s
identity and telephone number. See Net Capital Rule Release, at Section
I1.C.(iii). The clearing broker will generally be a DTC participant.

2 For purposes of Rule 14a-8(b), the submission date of a proposal will
generally precede the company’s receipt date of the proposal, absent the
use of electronic or other means of same-day delivery.

=& This format Is acceptable for purposes of Rule 14a-8(b), but it is not
mandatory or exclusive.

i2 A such, It Is not appropriate for a company to send a notice of defect for
multiple proposals under Rule 14a-8(c) upon receiving a revised proposal.

42 This position will apply to all proposals submitted after an initial proposal
but before the company’s deadline for receiving proposals, regardless of
whether they are explicitly labeled as “revisions” to an initial proposal,
unless the shareholder affirmatively indicates an Intent to submit a second,
additional proposal for Inclusion in the company’s proxy materials. In that
case, the company must send the shareholder a notice of defect pursuant
to Rule 14a-8(f)(1) if it intends to exciude elther proposal from its proxy
materials In reliance on Rule 14a-8(c). In light of this guidance, with
respect to proposals or revisions received before a company’s deadline for
submission, we will no longer follow Layne Christensen Co. (Mar. 21, 2011)
and other prior staff no-action letters in which we took the view that a
proposal would violate the Rule 14a-8(c) one-proposal limitation If such -
proposal Is submitted to 8 company after the company has either submitted
a Rule 14a-8 no-action request to exclude an earlier proposal submitted by
the same proponent or notified the proponent that the earller proposal was
excludabie under the rule,

i% See, e.g., Adoption of Amendments Relating to Proposals by Security
Holders, Release No. 34-12999 {Nov. 22, 1976) [41 FR 52994},

i3 Because the relevant date for proving ownership under Rule 14a-8(b) is
the date the proposal is submitted, a propanent who does not adequately
prove ownership In connection with a proposal Is not permitted to submit
another proposal for the same meeting on a later date.

2 Nothing In this staff position has any effect on the status of any
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shareholder proposal that is not withdrawn by the proponent or Its
authorized representative. ’

http://www.sec.gov/interps/legal/clsibl4f.htm
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----- Message from =+ Figpma & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 *** on Tue, 13 Dec 2011 15:06.04 -0500 ——

To: "Chris DiNardo" .
<Chris_DiNardo@liz.com>
cc: "Robert Vill" <Robert_Vill@liz.com>
Subject: Rule 14a-8 Proposal (LIZ) tdt

Mr. Di Nardo, Attached is the letter requested. Please let me know whether
there is any question.

Sincerely,

John Chevedden

cc: Kenneth Steiner




Ty ert

Postit®FaxNote 7671 |03, .y | ipbges®

% Chuishp be Yo Wet |75 e Cheveddes

b s o e L et TR T T OGJD%DL Co.
s — — —
December 13, 2011 - * FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 ***
o Fia0]-295-785] [ |
Kenneth Steiner

** FISMA & OMB Memorandum M-07-16 ***

1D AU IANUL 3 P eter o> 030

Re: TD Ameritrade aceaphariing®Mmemorandum M-07-16 ***
Dear Kenneth Steiner,

Thank you for allowing me to asslst you today. Pursuant to your request, this letier is to confirm that you
have continuously held no loss than 500 shares each of. ' :

Allstate Corparation (ALL)

Bank of America Corporation (BAG)

JP Morgan Chase & Co. {(JPM)

American International Group, Inc. (AIG) -
Comeast Corparation (CMCSA)

Liz Claiborne, Inc. (1Z)

i the TD Ameritrade Clearing, Inc., DTC # 0188, acosinmandginvemorsiace Navender 03, 2010,

IFyolt have any further questions, please contact 800-889-3800 1o speak with a TD Ameritrade Client
Services representative, or s-mall us at clientservices@tdameritrade.com. We are availsble 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.

j incerely,

Dan Siffring
Research Specialist -

T Ameatitrade

“This informatton is furnieshad as past of a general faformation senvice and TD Amgsilcads shall not ba iable for any damages arsing

" outof any inscuracy in Ha information. Because this Information may differ fom your TD Amerirade monihily statemant, you
should rely only on the TD Amesitrade manihly stalament 35 the official ecord of your TD Ameriirade accounl.

TD Ameriirads doss not provide Invesiment, fegal o tax advice. Please consull your invastmant, lagal or taxadyisor regarding tex
conzequances of your transacons,

D Ameitrads, Ing,, member FINRAISIPGINFA. TD Amsrizade % & trdomark jolnlly owned by YD Amerirade 1P Compsny. Ino.
and The Toronlo-Dominion Bank. @ 2011 TD Amerilrade IP Company, fnc. All dghls rosenvad. Used with permission.
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