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xonato Mueller

Gibson Dunn CrutcherLLk Ct

1050 Connecticut Avenue Section

Washington DC 20036-5306 Rule

Re General Electric Company
AvailabiIi

Incoming letter dated December 14 2010

Dear Mr Mueller

This is in response to your letter dated December 142010 concerning the

shareholder proposal submitted to GE by David Ridenour Our response is attached to

the enclosed photocopy of your correspondence By doing this we avoid having to recite

or summarize the facts set forth in the correspondence Copies of all of the

correspondence also will be provided to the proponent

In connection with this matter your attention is directed to the enclosure Which

sets forth brief discussion of the Divisions informal procedures regarding shareholder

proposals

Sincerely

Gregory Belliston

Special Counsel

Enclosures

cc David Ridenour
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January 18 2011

Response of the Office of Chief Counsel

Division of Corporation Finance

Re General Electric Company

Incoming letter dated December 14 2010

The proposal requests report on GEs process for identifring and prioritizing

legislative and regulatory public policy advocacy activities that may include information

specified in the proposal

We are unable to concur in your view that GE may exclude the proposal under

rule 14a-8i7 In our view the proposal focuses primarily on GEs general political

activities and does not seek to micromanage the company to such degree that exclusion

of the proposal would be appropriate Accordingly we do not believe that GE may omit

the proposal from its proxy materials in reliance on rule 14a.-8i7

Sincerely

Bryan Pitko

Attorney-Advisor
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VIA E-MAIL

Office of Chief Counsel

Division of Corporation Finance

Securities and Exchange Commission

100 Street NE

Washington DC 20549

Re General Electric company
Shareowners Proposal of David Ridenour

Exchange Act of 1934Rule 14a-8

Ladies and Gentlemen

This letter is to inform you that our client General Electric Company the Company
intends to omit from its proxy statement and form of proxy for its 2011 Annual Meeting of

Shareowners collectively the 2011 Proxy Materials shareowner proposal the

Proposal and statements in support thereof received from David Ridenour the

Proponent

Pursuant to Rule 4a-8j we have

filed this letter with the Securities and Exchange Commission the

Commissionno later than eighty 80 calendar days before the Company

intends to file its definitive 201 Proxy Materials with the Commission and

concurrently sent copies of this correspondence to the Proponent

Rule l4a-8k and Staff Legal Bulletin No 141 Nov 2008 SLB 141 provide that

shareowner proponents are required to send companies copy of any correspondence that the

proponents elect to submit to the Commission or the staff of the Division of Corporation

Finance the Staff Accordingly we are taking this opportunity to inform the Proponent

that if the Proponent elects to submit additional correspondence to the Commission or the

Staff with respect to this Proposal copy of that correspondence should be furnished

concurrently to the undersigned on behalf of the Company pursuant to Rule 14a-8k and

SLB 141

BruSselS CenWry City Dallas Denver Dubal Hong Kong London Los Angeles MuriCh Nw York

Orange County Palo Alro Paris Sen Francisco Sªo Paulo Singapore Washrngton DC
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THE PROPOSAL

The Proposal states

Resolved The shareholders request the board of directors at reasonable cost

and excluding confidential information report to shareholders by November

2011 on the Companys process for identifying and prioritizing legislative and

regulatory public policy advocacy activities

The report may

Describe the process by which the Company identifies evaluates and

prioritizes public policy issues of interest to the Company

Describe the process by which the Company enters into alliances

associations coalitions and trade associations for the purpose of

affecting public policy

Describe the process by which the Company evaluates the reputational

impact of its public policy advocacy positions

Identify and describe public policy issues of interest to the Company

Prioritize the issues by importance to creating shareholder value

The Proposal also includes supporting statement that explains the Proponents basis for

submitting the Proposal While the Proposal addresses the Companys lobbying activities

generally the supporting statement focuses primarily on the Companys support of specific

policies most notably capandtrade legislation copy of the Proposal as well as related

correspondence with the Proponent is attached to this letter as Exhibi

BASiS FOR EXCLUSION

We hereby respectfully request that the Staff concur in our view that the Proposal may be

excluded from the 2011 Proxy aterials pursuant to Rule 14a8i7 because the Proposal

relates to the Companys ordinary business operations involving the Company in the

political or legislative process relaLing to specific legislative initiatives
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ANALYSIS

The Proposal May Be Excluded Under Rule 14a-8i7 Because It Deals With

Matters Related To The Companys Ordinary Business Operations

The Company may exclude the Proposal pursuant to Rule 4a8i7 because it deals with

matters relating to the Companys ordinary business operations In Exchange Act Release

No 40018 May 21 1998 the 1998 Release the Commission explained that the ordinary

business exclusion rests on two central considerations The first consideration relates to the

subject matter of proposal the 1998 Release provides that tasks are so

fundamental to managements ability to run company on day-to-day basis that they could

not as practical matter be subject to direct shareholder oversight id The second

consideration is the degree to which the proposal attempts to micro-manage company by

probing too deeply into matters of complex nature upon which shareholders as group

would not be in position to make an informed judgment Id citing Exchange Act Release

No 12999 Nov 22 1976 When determining whether proposal requesting the

preparation of report is excludable under Rule 4a-8i7 the Staff will consider whether

the subject matter of the special report involves matter of ordinary business See

Exchange Act Release No 20091 Aug 16 1983

The Proposal Seek to Micro-Manage the company Involvement in Specific

Legislative Initiatives

We believe that the Proposal impermissibly relates to the Companys ordinary business

operations because the Proposals thrust and focus concerns the Companys support of

specific legislative initiatives and not the Companys corporate political spending generally

As discussed below the Staff consistently has concurred that shareowner proposals that

similar to the Proposal attempt to micromanage company by attempting to dictate their

lobbying activities and participation in public policy debates with respect to specific

legislative initiatives are excludible under Rule 14a-8i7

When assessing proposals under Rule 4a-8i7 the Staff considers both the resolution and

the supporting statement as whole See eg Staff Legal Bulletin N.o l4C part D2
June 28 2005 In determining whether the focus of these proposals is significant social

policy issue we consider both the proposal and the supporting statement as whole As

result regardless of whether the resolved clause in proposal implicates ordinary business

matters the proposal is excludable when the supporting statement has the effect of

transforming the vote on the proposal into vote on an ordinary business matter For

example in General Electric Co St Joseph JIŁalth System and the Sisters of St Francis of

Philadelphia avail Jan 10 2005 the Staff concurred in the exclusion of proposal where
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the resolved clause related to the companys executive compensation policy an issue the

Staff has detennined raises significant policy considerations because the supporting

statement primarily addressed the issue of the depiction of smoking in motion pictures In

concurring that the proposal could be excluded under Rule 14a-8i7 the Staff stated that

although the proposal mentions executive compensation the thrust and focus of the

proposal is on the ordinary business matter of the nature presentation and content of

programming and film production Likewise in Corrections Corporation of America avail

Mar 15 2006 the Staff concurred that proposal could be excluded under Rule 14a-8i7
where the resolved clause addressed particular executive compensation policy but the

thrust and focus of the supporting statement related to general compensation matters

The Proposals supporting statement makes clear that the Proposals thrust and focus is

specific legislative initiative rap-and-trade legislation In fact five out of the eleven

paragraphs orthe supporting statement deal specifically with cap-and-trade legislation For

example the Proposals supporting statement states

CEO Jeff immelt is closely associated with President Obama and his policy

agenda Mr immelt serves on the Presidents Economic Recovery Advisory

Board and Company has supported some of the Presidents policy

agenda including cap-and-trade legislation and the $787 billion stimulus

plan

Mr immelt has engaged in high-profile lobbying efforts to promote global

warming-related cap-and-trade legislation by testifying in Congress by

participating in the United States Climate Action Partnership and conducting

media interviews

The Companys support of rap-and-trade is partially responsible for

passage of the Waxman-Markey climate change legislation in the House of

Representatives

Cap-and-trade legislation is controversial and its unpopularity influenced the

outcome of Congressional races in 2010

Companys position on cap-and-trade Congressional earmarks and the

controversial stimulus package may put the Company on collision course

with Tea Party activists significant political and social movement

opposed to the growth of government that is well-regarded by many Members

of Congress
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An examination of the Proponents statements to the media in his capacity as Vice President

of the National Center for Pub ic Policy Research the NCPPR confirms the underlying

intent of the Proposal Most notably the Proponents September 22 2009 online article

titled The Best Health Reform May Be to Kill Capand-Trade1 demonstrates the

underlying intent of the Proposal For example the article states

Theres no debating capand-trade system would harm the economy The

only question is how costly it would be

If you worry about what Congress could do in its health care legislation you
should be terrified by the Waxman-Markey cap-and-trade bill which could

cost millions of Americans their health insurance

Nearly 15 million Americans are now looking for work bringing the official

unemployment rate to 9.7% the highest in 26 years If the Senate passes

Waxman-Markey that rate will go much higher

Furthermore numerous statements made by the Proponents colleague at the NCPPR Dr

Tom Borelli at the Companys 2010 Annual Meeting of Shareowners 2010 Annual

Meeting focus almost exclusively on the Companys position on cap-and-trade legislation

See Exhibit

For years Jeff Immelt has been big advocate of cap and trade

legislation For the audience cap and trade by nature the whole idea is to

make current energy prices that is fossil fuels more expensive so we all

use less Thats the whole idea

Company has been big backer of the Waxrnan Markey bill and in

fact you one of your colleagues sent out political action committee

letter and they touted how important Waxman Markey was to the

business

And even President Obama has said that with cap and trade energy prices

are going to electricity prices are going to necessarily skyrocket So what

See

httpf/townhall.con-i/columnists/DavidARidenour/2009/09/22/the best health reform

ay he to kill cap-and-trade
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want to know is how much money is Company going to make from cap

and trade know theres an element where the bill mandates certain

amount of electricity being produced from renewable energy sources So how

much money whats on the plus side for Company on cap and trade

Thus the Proposals supporting statement echoing the statements made by the Proponent

and by the Proponents colleague at the Companys 2010 Annual Meeting makes clear that

the Proposal though facially neutral is in fact directed at the Companys lobbying

activities and participation in public policy debates with respect to specific legislative

initiative As result as further discussed below the Proposal is excludable under

Rule 14a-8i7

The Proposal Involves Ordinaty Business Matters Because It Attempts to

involve the Company in Public Policy Discussions Regarding Specflc

Legislative and Regulatory Initiatives That Address the Companys Business

The Proposals supporting statement makes clear that the Proponent is concerned primarily

with the Companys lobbying efforts regarding capand-trade legislation As stated in the

1998 Release the term ordinary business refers to matters that are not necessarily

ordinary in the common meaning of the word but instead the term is rooted in the

corporate law concept of providing management with flexibility in directing certain core

matters involving the companys business and operations An assessment of and approach

to regulatory or legislative reforms and public policies on specific legislative issues is

customary and important responsibility of management and is not proper subject for

shareowner involvement The Company devotes significant time and resources to

monitoring its compliance with existing laws and participating in the legislative and

regulatory process including taking positions on legislative policies that are in line with the

best interests of the Company This process involves the study of number of factors

including the likelihood that lobbying efforts will be successful and the anticipated effect of

specific regulations on the Companys financial position and shareowner value Likewise

decisions as to how and whether to lobby on behalf of
particular legislative initiatives or

whether to participate otherwise in the political process bytaking an active role in public

policy debates on the legislative initiatives involve complex decisions implicating the impact

of proposed legislation on the Companys business the use of corporate resources and the

interaction of such efforts with other lobbying and public policy communications by the

Company Shareowners are not positioned to make such judgments Rather determining

appropriate legislative and policy reforms to advocate on behalf of the Company and

assessing the impact of such reforms are matters more appropriately addressed by

management Here the cap-and-trade legislative initiative relates to numerous aspects
of the
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Companys ordinary business operations including its product development efforts and

demand for its green products

In number of no-action letters the Staff has concurred that proposal is excludable where

as here it is directed at companys involvement in the political or legislative process on

specific issue relating to the Companys business For example in International Business

Machines Gorp avail Jan 21 2002 the Staff concurred that proposal requiring the

company to ftJein with other corporations in support of the establishment of properly

financed national health insurance system was excludable because it appears directed at

involving IBM in the political or legislative process relating to an aspect of IBMs

operations The Staff has concurred that proposals seeking reports can have the effect of

involving company in the political or legislative process and therefore be excludable under

Rule 14a-8i7 For example in International Business Machines Corp avail Mar

2000 the Staff concurred in the omission of proposal requesting that the company prepare

report discussing issues under review by federal regulators and legislative proposals

relating to cash balance plan conversions in concurring that the proposal was excludable

the Staff stated we note that the proposal appears directed at involving IBM in the

political or legislative process relating to an aspect of IBMs operations

In Bristol Myers Squibb Go AFL-GJQ Reserve Fund avail Feb 17 2009 the Staff

concurred in the exclusion of proposal requesting report on the companys lobbying

activities and expenses relating to the Medicare Part Prescription Drug Program and on

lobbying activities and expenses of any entity supported by the company during the 110th

Congress See also Microsoft corp avail Sept 29 2006 the Staff concurred in the

exclusion of proposal calling for an evaluation of the impact on the company of expanded

government regulation of the Internet Additionally in General Electric Co National

Legal and Policy Center avail Jan 17 2006 the Staff concluded that proposal relating

to report on the impact of flat tax was properly excludable under Rule 4a-8i7 as

relating to the Companys ordinary business operations i.e evaluating the impact of flat

tax on the Company See also Verizon Communications Inc avail Jan 31 2006 same
Citigroup Inc avail Jan 26 2006 sameJohnson Johnson avail Jan 24 2006

same Likewise in Pepsico Inc United Brotherhood of Carpenters avail Mar 1991
the Staff concurred that shareowner proposal calling for an evaluation of the impact on the

company of various health care reform proposals being considered by federal policy makers

could be excluded from the companys proxy materials in reliance on Rule 14a-8i7 See

also Niagara Mohawk Holdings Inc Amalgamated Bank ofNew York Long View ollective

investment Fund avail Mar 2001 permitting exclusion under the predecessor to Rule

4a-8i7 of proposal requesting that the company prepare report on pension-related

issues being considered in federal regulatory and legislative proceedings Electronic Data



GIBSON DUNN

Office of Chief Counsel

Division of Corporation Finance

December 114 2010

Page

Systems Corp avail Mar 24 2000 concurring in the exclusion of similar proposal under

Rule 14a-8i7

The Staff has concurred that proposal is excludable under Rule 14a-8i7 if it concerns

political activity relevan.t to specific issue applicable to the companys business reg.d1ess

of whether the proposal seeks to involve the company in legislative and regulatory matters or

seeks to limit companys involvement in such matters For example in General Electric

Go Flowers avail Jan 29 1997 the Staff concurred with the exclusion of sharcowncr

proposal asking that the Company refrain from the use of company funds to oppose specific

citizen ballot initiatives Likewise in General Motors Corp avail Mar 17 1993 the Staff

concurred that proposal directing the company to cease all lobbying and other efforts

directed at opposing legislation that would increase corporate average fuel economy
standards was excludable under Rule 14a-8i7 as relating to the companys ordinary

business operations See also Pacf Ic Enterprises Henson avail Feb 12 1996

concurring that proposal submitted to California utility asking that it dedicate the

resources of its regulatory legislative and legal departments to ending California utility

deregulation was excludable because it was directed at involving the company in the

political or legislative process that relates to aspects of the companys operations

Although the text of the Proposal itself is facially neutral the supporting statements

extensive references to the Companys position on cap-and-trade legislation result in the

Proposal serving as referendum on that specific issue In this respect the Proposal differs

from proposals relating to companys general political activities which typically are not

excludable under Rule 14a-8i7 See e.g Archer Daniels Midland Go avail

Aug 18 2910 proposal not excludable because it focused pnmarily on the companys

general political activities and did not seek to micromanage the company to such degree

that exclusion of the proposal would be appropriate Significantly even though the

Proposal is similar to those considered by the Staff in Wal-Mart Stores Inc avail

Mar 29 2010 Pepsi Go Inc avail Feb 26 29110 and JP Morgan Chase Go avail

Mar 2008 the Proposal is
distinguishable because the supporting statements to each of

those proposals only presented an example of how the companies alleged involvement with

one legislative issue differed from the proponents perception of their involvement on

different issue.2 In contrast here the supporting statements repeated statements regarding

Moreover in WaLMart Stores Inc and PepsiGo Inc the only basis the companies

addressed for asserting that the proposals related to ordinary business was that the

proposals asked the companies to disclose their process for prioritizing and promoting

public policy issues not that the proposals related to specific public policy issues
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the Company and cap-and-trade legislation make clear that the thrust and focus of the

Proposal is specific legislative program

In this respect the Proposal when read with the supporting statement is comparable to

series of precedent where the Staff has concurred with the exclusion of shareowner proposals

regarding general charitable giving where the supporting statements indicate that the

proposal in fact would serve as shareowner referendum on donations to particular

charity or type of charity For example in Johnson Johnson avail Feb 12 2007
proposal requesting that the board of directors implement policy listing all charitable

contributions on the companys websites was excludable notwithstanding its facially neutral

language The Staff concurred that the proposal could be excluded under Rule 4a-8i7
because the supporting statement and two of the seven Whereas clauses preceding the

resolution centered around contributions to Planned Parenthood and organizations that

support abortion and same-sex marriage See also Pfizer Inc Randall avaiL
Feb 12 2007 same Wells Fargo co avail Feb 12 2007 sameBank of America

Gorp avail Jan 24 2003 pennitting exclusion of proposal to cease making charitable

contributions because the preamble and supporting statement frequently referenced abortion

and religious beliefs

In American flame Products Corp avail Mar 2002 facially neutral proposal

requested that the board form committee to study the impact charitable contributions have

on the business of the company and its share value Notwithstanding the facially neutral

language of the proposed resolution the Staff concurred that because five of the Whereas
clauses preceding the resolution referenced abortion and organizations that support or

perform abortions the measure was directed toward charitable contributions to specific

type of organization and could therefore be excluded under Rule 4a-i7 The preamble

to the American Jiome Products proposal included the following statements

Whereas some charitable group are involved in controversial activities like

abortion

Whereas Planned Parenthood is the organization and the

single largest provider of abortions in the United States and

\Vhereas our company or its affiliated foundation has given money to

Planned Parenthood and other charities

In Schering-Plough Corp avail Mar 2002 the Staff concurred in the exclusion of

proposal requesting that the company form committee to study the impact charitable

contributions have on the business of the company and its share value where each of the five
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statements in the proposals preamble referenced abortion and the supporting statement

centered around discussion of Planned Parenthood.3

As the Johnson Johnson American flame Products Corp Schering-Piough Corp and

other no-action letters discussed above evidence the Staff has historically looked at all of the

facts circumstances and evidence surrounding shareowner proposal including preambles

and supporting statements to determine whether proposal is actually directed towards

contributions to specific types of organizations In each othese no-action letters

shareowner proposals including those that were otherwise flhci lly neutral were found to he

directed toward
specific kinds of organizations and therefore were excludable under

Rule 14a-8i7 as relating to the companys ordinary business

Similarly the Proposal although facially neutral is directed toward the Companys
involvement with specific legislative initiative Le cap-and-trade legislation As with the

proposals addressed in the American Home Products Gorp and Schering-Plough corp no-

The foregoing precedents as with the Proposal are distinguishable from proposals that

either employed neutral language throughout the preamble and supporting statement or

where the supporting statement contained only brief or isolated reference to specific

organizations or types of organizations as examples of organizations that might interest

shareowners or be controversial See e.g Pepsico Inc avail Mar 2009 proposal

that the company provide report disclosing information related to the companys
charitable contributions not excludable under Rule 4a-8i7 Ford Motor Co avail

Feb 25 2008 proposal that the company list the recipients of corporate charitable

contributions on the companys website not excludable under Rule 14a-8i7 General

Electric Go avail Jan ii2008 proposal that the company provide semi-annual

report disclosing the Companys charitable contributions and related information not

excludable under Rule 4a-8i7 In General Electric Co the supporting statement

contained single reference to the specific organization at issue the Rainbow/PUSH

Coalition Similarly in PepsiGo Inc the supporting statement consisted of one

paragraph containing single reference to specific organization Parents Families and

Friends of Lesbians and Gays Finally in Ford Motor Go the supporting statement did

not single out particular organization and the proponent did not express an opinion as to

whether or not the company should contribute to any particular organization Here as

with the Johnson Johnson American Home Products corp ScheringPlough Corp

and other precedent cited in the text of this letter much of the Proposals supporting

statement specifically refers to cap-and-trade legislation and the Proponents disapproval

of the Companys support for this particular legislation
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action letters here the supporting statement accompanying the Proposal has five statements

addressing this specific issue In addition statements made by the Proponent further reflect

that the Proposals true intention is to put forward referendum on specific legislative issue

applicable to the Company capandtrade legislation Thus the Proposal may be excluded

under Rule 14a-8i7 as relating to the Companys ordinary business matters

CONCLUSION

Based upon the foregoing analysis we respectfully request that the Staff concur that it will

take no action if the Company excludes the Proposal from its 2011 Proxy Materials We
would be happy to provide you with any additional information and answer any questions

that you may have regarding this subject

If we can be of any further assistance in this matter please do not hesitate to call me at 202
955-8671 or Lori Zyskowski the Companys Counsel Corporate Securities at 203 373-

2227

Sincerely

/o-
Ronald Mueller

Enclosures

cc Lori Zyskowski General Electric Company
David Ridenour

3.DOC
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Mr Brackett Denthston III

Secretary

General Electric Company
31135 Easton Turnpike

FairEeld CT OS21

Dear Mr Denniston

hereby submit the enclosed shareholder proposal Proposal9 for inclusion in the

General Electric Company the company proxy statement to be circulated to

Company shareholders in conjunction with the next annual meting of

shareholders The Proposal 18 submitted undet Rule 14a-8 Proposals of Security

Holders of the U.S Securities and Exchange Commissions proxy regulations

own 5O shares of the Companys common stock that have been held continuously

for more than year prior to this date of submission intend to bold the shares

through the date of the Companys next annual meeting of shareholders Proof of

ownership will be submitted by separate correspondence

if you have any questions or wish to discuss the Proposal please contact Mr
Rid 0MB Memoranduri pof correspondence or request for noaction

letter should be forwarded to Mr David Ridenour
FISMA 0MB Memorandum M-07-16

FISMA 0MB Memorandum MO7-16

David Ridenour

Attachment Shareholder Proposal Lobbying Report



Lobbying Report

Resolved The shareholders request the board of directors at reasonable cost and excluding

confidential information report to shareholders by November 2011 on the Companys

process
for identifying and prioritizing legislative and regulatory public policy advocacy

activities

The report may

Describe the process by which the company identifies evaluates and prioritizes

public policy issues of interest to the company

Describe the process by which the company enters into alliances associations

coalitions and trade associations for the purpose of affecting public policy

Describe the process by which the company evaluates the reputational impact of its

public policy advocacy positions

Identity and describe public policy issues of interest to the company

Prioritize the issues by importance to creating shareholder value

Supporting Statement

As General Electrics primary responsibility is to create shareholder value the company

should ensure its legislative and regulatory public policy idvocacy activities advance the

companys long-term interests and shareholder value in transparent and lawful mannet

Tbe companys current disclosure about its public policy interests and advocacy is

inadequate especially given the significant amount of shareholder money GE spends on

lobbying activities OpenSecretaorg reported November 2010 that GE had reported

paying $32050000 in lobbying expenditures in 2010

Greater transparency surrounding the eoxnp anys lobbying activities is in the best interest

of the company and shareholders Absent system of accountability company assets could

be used in support of policy objectives that are not in the companys long-term interest

CEO Jeff Irumelt is closely associated with President Ohama and his policy agenda Mr

Immelt serves on the Presidents Economic Recovery Advisory Board and GE has supported

some of the Presidents policy agenda including cap-and-trade legislation and the $787

billion stimulus plan

Mr Immelt has engaged in high-profile lobbying effbrt to promote globsl warming-related

cap and trade legislation by testifying in Congress by participatuig in the United States

Climate Action Partnership and conducting media interviews



GE also lobbied for Congressional funding of the companys F136 engine for the Defense

Departments joint strike fighter jet

GE benefited from the economic stimuluŒplan as recipient of at least $49 million in grant

contracts The companys support of cap-and-trade is partially responsible for passage of

the Waxmnn-Markey climate change legislation in the House of Representatives

GEs close association with President Obama may prove detrimental to the long-terra

interests of shareholders The Companys involvement in lobbying for and then receiving

taxpayer money from the stimulus plan has drawn criticism from conservative media and

activists

Cap-and-trade legislation is controversial and its unpopularity influenced the outcome of

Congressional races in 2010

GEs position on cap-and-trade Congressional earmarks and the controversial stimulus

package may put the Company on collision course with lea Party activists

significant political and social movement opposed to the growth of government that is well-

regarded by many Members of Congres

Disclosure of the companys process for determining its lobbying priorities will provide the

transparency shareholders need to evaluate these public policy activities



Lan Zyskawski

Corporate Securtes Counsel

General Electdc Compony
3135 Loston 1urnpke

For6eld CI 06828

12033732227

203 373 3079

skowsk

November 12 2010

VIA OVERNIGHT MAIL

David Ridenour

FISMA 0MB Memorandum M-07-16

Dear Mr Ridenour

am writing on behalf of General Electric Company the Company which

received on November 2010 your shoreowner proposal entitled Lobbying Report for

consideration at the Companys 2011 Annual Meeting of Shareowners the Proposal

The Proposal contains certain procedural deficiencies which Securities and

Exchange CommissionSEC regulations require us to bring to your attention Rule 140-

8b under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 as omended the Exchange Act

provides that shoreowner proponents must submit sufficient proof of their continuous

ownership of at least $2OO0 in market value or 1% of companys shares entitled to

vote on the proposal for at least one year as of the dote the shareowner proposal was

submitted The Companys stock records do not indicate that you are the record owner

of sufficient shares to satisfy this requirement In addition to date we have not received

proof that you have satisfied Rule 14a-as ownership requirements as of the dote that

the Proposal was submitted to the Company

To remedy this defect you must submit sufficient proof of your ownership of the

requisite number of Company shares as of the date that the Proposal was submitted to

the Company As explained in Rule 14a-Btb sufficient proof may be in the farm of

written statement from the record holder of your shares usually

broker or bank verifying that as of the dote the Proposal was submitted

you continuously held the requisite number of Company shares for at least

one year or

if you have filed with the SEC Schedule 13D Schedule 13G Form Form

or Form or amendments to those documents or updated forms

reflecting your ownership of the requisite number of Company shares as of

or before the date on which the one-year eligibility period begins copy of

the schedule and/or form and any subsequent amendments reporting

change in the ownership level and written statement that you

continuously held the requisite number of Company shares for the one-

year period



addition Rule 14a-8di of the Exchange Act requires that any shareowner

proposal including any accompanying supporting statement not exceed 500 words

The Proposal including the supporting statement exceeds 500 words To remedy this

defect you must revise the Proposal and/or supporting statement so that it does not

exceed 500 words

The SECs Rule 14a-8 requires that your response to this letter be postmarked or

transmitted electronically no later than 14 calendar days from the date you receive this

letter Please address any response to me at General Electric Company 3135 Easton

Turnpike Fairfield CT 06828 Alternatively you may transmit any response by facsimile

to me at 203 373-3079

if you have any questions with respect to the foregoing please contact me at

203 3732227 For your reference enclose copy of Rule 14a-8

Sincerely

Lori Zyskowski

Enclosure



Shareholder Proposals- Rule i4a4

fl4034aS

This section addresses when company must include shareholders proposal in its proxy statement and IdentIfy the proposal in

its form of proxy when the company holds an annual or special meeting of shareholders in summary In order to Itavevour

shareholder proposal Included on companys proxy card and included alongwlth any supporting statement In 11.5 prOxy

statement you must be eligible and follow certain procedures Under few specific circumstances the company Is permItted to

exclude your proposal but only after subrnlttlnfls reasons to the Corn on We structured this section ma question-and

answerforrnat so that It Is easier to understand The references to you ate to shareholder seeking to submit the proposal

Questlonbwbat Isa proposal

shareholder proposal It
your

recnnunandatson or requirement that theenntpany and/or Its board of dIrectors take

action which you Intend to present at meeting of ttse companys shareholders Your proposal should state as clearly

as possible the course of action that you beEeve the company should Mow If your proposal Is placed on the

companys proxy card the companymust also provIde in the fonn of
proxy means for shareholdersto specif by boxes

choice between approval or disapproval or abstentIon Unless otherwIse IndIcated the word proposal as used In

this section refers both to
your proposal and to

your correspondlngstatement In supportof your proposal Of any

QuestIon Wise lealIgible to submIts proposal and how do ldemonstrstetothecempanysnats am eig.o.er

In order to be eligltsleto submit proposal you must have contInuously held at least $z000 In market value Or

15flfthecompanyssecurlthoer4ilStoWyotecJon the proposalatttsenieeiingforatleastoneyearbythe

date you submit the proposal You tcoritlraretoholdthosesecurltlesthrouglsthedate of the meeting

If you are the regIstered holder of your securities which meansthat your name appears In the companys

records asa shareholder the company can verify your elIgiblIlty on Its own although you will still have to

provide the company with awrlttenstatementthatyouintendtocondnueto hold the seosrltles through the

date of the meetIng of shareholders However If llkemanyshareholdersyou are rota registered holder the

company IMy does not Jcnowthat you are shareholder or how many slrarasyou own In this case at the

time you submit your proposalyou trust prove your eligibility to the company In one of two ways

The first way Is to submit to the company wmlttenstatementfrom the recordholder of
your

securities

usuallya brokerorbanlvet1fy1ngthat atthethneyousubnsltted your proposatyoucontlnuoustyheld

the securities for at least oneyear You must also Include your own written statement thatyou Intend to

continue to hold the securitIes throughthe date of the meeting of shareholdersor

01 The second way to prove ownershIp applIes only
if you have tIleda Schedule flO 324M3d4Oi2

Schedule 236 3240.13d-ZO2 ftmm3 4249.103 of thIs chapter Form 44249.104 of thIs chapter

ansWor torn 3249.105 of this chapte4or amendments tothose documents or updated forms

reflectlngyourownershlpofthesharqa as of or before the date cnwhlch the one-year elIgIbIlIty period

begins If you have tiled one of these documents with the stiç you may densonstrate your eligibility by

submitting to the company

copy of the sc edule and/or form and anysubsequent amendments reportIng change in your

ownership level

Your written statement thatyoucontlnuoualy held the required number of shares for the one-year

period as of thedate of the atatemens and

Cl Your written statement that you intend to continue ownership of the shares through the date of

the companys annual or specIal meeting

Question How many proposals may aubnslt

Each shareholder may submIt no more than one proposal to company for particular shareholders meeting

Cd Question Now lang can my proposal be
The proposal Including any accompanyIng supporting statement rnaynot exceed SOP words

Ce Question St What ls the deedane for submitting proposal

If you are submitting your proposal for the companys annual meeting you can In most cases find the deadline

In last years proxy statement However If the company dId not hold an annual meeting last year or has

changed the date of Its meetingforthls year more than 30 days from iastyears meetrng you can ususltyfltsd

the deadline in one of the companys quarterly reports on Form 10-ft 249.308e of thIs chapter or 10-058

3249.308b of this chapter or In shareholder report of Investmentccmpanlos underiZlOSOd-1 of thIs

chapter of the Insestmnent Company Act of 1940-In order to avoid tontsoversy shareholders should submit

theIr proposals try means IncludIng electronic means that permltthem soprovethe date Of delIvery



The deadline is caledated In thefallowlng mannerif the proposal Is submitted fore regularly scheduled annual

meetIng The proposal must be received at the companys prmdpal executive offices not less than iZticaferdar

days before the date of the companys proxy statement released toshareholdars In connection with the

prevIous years annual meeting However If the company did not hold an annual meetlngthe prerrious year or

If the date of this yeass anr4ual meeting has been changed by more than 30 daysfrom the date of the previous

years meeting then the deadline Is reasonablellrne before the company begIns to print and mall Its proxy

materIals

If you ate submitting your proposal forameeting of shareholders other than regularly scheduled annual

meeting the deadlIne isa reasonable time before the company begIns to print and mail Its proxy materials

ifi QuestIon What if tail to follow one of the eligIblilty or procedural requirements explaIned In answers to

QUestions through
401 thissectlon

The conwany mayexclude your proposal
but only after It has notified you of the problem and you have failed

adequately to correct lt Within 34 calendar days of retaKing your proposal the company must notiff you In

wrItIng of any procedural or elIgibility detictendes as well as of the time frame foryour responut Your

response must be posunarlied or transmitted elewonicaIly no later than 14 days from the date you received

the companys notification company need not provide you such notice of defldency If the deficiency cannot

be remadle cIt as lf you fall tosubmlta proposal bythe companys property determIned deadline If the

company Intends to aclude the alft will later haveto make submission under flillida4and provIde

you with soupy under Quesllsm lobetowfl24014a4Q

lfyoufall lnyovr promise tohold the required number of securities through the date of the nreedngof

shareholders then the cornpanywlll be permitted to exclude all of your proposals from its proxy materials for

any meeting held Intha Ibilowhag two calendar years

Acestlen 7who has the burden of persaiaang the Commissioner Itssteff that my proposal can beesduded
tas otherwise note the burden is on the company to demonstrate that It Is entitled toexciudeaproposal

fit QuestIonS Must lappear pemonally at the shareholders saeetlngto presentthe propoael

Eltheryou oryour representative who Is qualified understate Iawto present the proposal on yourbehalf must

attend the meetlngto presentthe proposaL Whetherycu attend the
meeting yourself or sendaqualliled

representatIve to the meeflnglnyour placeyou should make surethatyou oryourrepresentatlvefollowtlse

proper state law procedwesforattendlngthe meetIng and/ci presenting your proposal

lithe company holds Its shareholder meetIng in Wholeorin past via electronic media end the company permits

you or your representative to prasayour proposal via such Media then you mayappear through electronic

media rather than traveling to the meellngto appear In person

ftyou oryour qualified representative fall to appear and
present the proposal without good cause the

company will be permitted to eadude eu of your proposals from Its proxy materials for any meetlngaheld in the

following two calendar years

Question If Shave canipSed with the procedural requirements onwiset other bases meyacompanyrelyto

exclude my proposal

Improper understate tom If the proposal Is note proper sublectfor action by shareholders under the laws of

the jurlsdicdon of the companys organization

Note to paragraph alit Depending on the aubect matter some proposals are not considered proper under

state law If they would be binding on the company If approved by shareholders In our experience most

proposals that are castas recommendations or requests that the board of dlrnctors take specified action are

proper under state law Accordingly we wIll assume that proposal drafted as recommendation or

suggestion Is proper unleas the company demonstrates otherwise

Wofetiary oldest lithe proposal would if implements cause the company to violate any state federal or

foreign lawto nthlch It Is subject

Note to paragraph X2i We wit not apply this basis for exduslon to permit exclusion of proposal on grounds

thatit would violate foreign law If compliance with the foreign taw would result in vIolation of any stateor

federallaw

53 violatiOn Gfprarrysvlea If the proposal or supporting statement Is contrary to any of the Cornmlsslens proxy

rules Including flZaIusa.9whlch prohibits materially false or mideading statements In proxy soliciting

materiaI

Peisonatgrirvancç a_of Interest lithe proposal relates to the redress of personal daRn or grievance

agaInst thecompanyorenyotherperson orifitladesigned toresuftln beneflttoyou orto fwthere

personal interen which Is not shared by the other shareholders at large



Rekvoncm if the proposal relates to operations which account for less than percent of the companys total

assetsatthee4omostrecentfiscaiyearaaflriessthansperrnnofibneteamlngsandgrosssSesfor

its most recent fiscal year and Is not otherwise siifltanUy relatedto the companys buslness

Absence of powerfouthos-14c if The company would hick the power or authorityto lmplementthe proposal

Monopementfrnctlonst lithe proposal deals witha matter relalinato thecosnpanys ordInary business

operations

lte/otes reelection 4f the
proposol

relates to on elealonfor nseznbenhlp on thecamponi4bowdofdfrectoaor

ono/ogcus governing bocflr

Conflicts with companys proposot It the proposal directly conflicts with one of the companys own proposals to

be submlttedto shareholders at the same neetines

Note toporpgsiph l9 romp nyssutsnstss/on to the Commission under this section should specify the points

of conflict with the companys ptoposof

10 Substorrllollylrnplementet lithe company has already substantially Implemented the proposal

11 bupftcorron It the proposal substantlallydupticates another proposal prevlouslyssbnsltted to the company by

another proponent thatwlll be Included In the companys proxy materials for the same meetlns

22 Rewbrnlssions If the proposal deals with substantially the sannesubject rnatteras another proposal or

proposals that hasor have been previously included in the companys proxy rnateslaia within the preceding

calendar years rompenyrnay exclude hons Its proxy materials for any nteetlngheld wIthin caiendaryears

of the last ilmeitwas Inctuded Wthe proposal received

t.eas than 3% of the vote it proposed once within the precedlngscalendaryears

teas than 6% of thevote onits lastsubmlaslontoshareholders lfproposedtwlcepreAouslywlthlnthe

preceding calendaryearp or

lii Less than 10% of thevote on its last submission to shareholders If proposed three times or more

previously within the
preseillngScalendaryears and

13 cemountofdivfdendsffthepraposal relatesto speclflcamountsof cash orstodidhidends

4aestlon 10 What procedures must she company follow If It Intends to exdude any proposal

lfthecornpany lntendstoexcludeaproposalfrom hapopxymaterials It must file ha reasonswiththe

CommIssion no laterthan 80 calendar daysbefore rtfiles itadefinitive proxystatementandforsn of prosy wIth

the Commrsslon The company must simultaneously provjdeyou wrtha copy of its submission Thecommisslon

staffmaypernsltthecompanyto maireltsaubmlssion laterthan BOdaysbforethecompanyfllesltsdellnltlve

proxy statementand form of proxy If the company demonstrates cause for missing the deadline

The company must fife six paper copies of the
folowing

The propos

II An explanation of why the company bellesesthatamay exciudethe proposal which shouldifposslblfi

referto the most recent applicable authorltç such as prior DivisIon letters Issued under the rule and

lii supporting opinion of counsel when such reasons are based on matters of state or foreign law

Is Question Mayl submit my own statement to the CommIssion rsspondlnggo the companys urrsants

Yes you may submit response but it Is not required ou should try to submitany response tout with copy to the

compan as soon as possible after the company makes Its subrnlssion.Thts way the Commission staff will have thneto

consider folly your grbmlssion before It Issues ltsresponse you should submit six paper copies of your response

Question it lithe company includes my sisareholderproposal irs Its proxy materials what Information aboutnia

mustit lnrludeaiorrg with the proposal Itself

The companys proxy statement must Include your name and address as well as the number of the companys

voting securities thatyou hold However instead of providing thatlnfornratlon the company may instead

Include statement that Itwill provide the lnformetson to shareholders promptly upon recavingan oral or

written reqsest

The company Is not responsible for the contents of your proposal or supporting statement

Question 13 What can do If the company Includes In Its proxy statement reasons why It believes shareholders

should not vote bn favor of my proposal and disagreewith sense of Its statement

The company mayelectto Include In Its proxy statement reasons why it believes shareholders should vote



aninstyour proposaL The company is allowed to make arguments reflecting its own point of view just as you

may express your own point of view irs your proposals supporting statement

However if you believe that thecompana opposition to your proposal contains materially false orntleadlng

statements thatrnay violate our antl4aud rule 240.14a-9 you should promptly send to the Commission staff

and the company letter explaIning the reasons for
your view along with copy of the conxpanis statements

opposing yourproposat To the extent possible your letter should include specific factual Information

demonstratingthe inaccuracy of the conspanysdaims flnse permitting you may wish to tryioworlcoutyour

differences with the company yyounelfbeforecontacilngthetornmlssion
stalL

We require
the company to send you copy of its statements opposing your proposal before it malls Its proxy

materials so that you may bring to our attention any materially false or rnlslaadingstaternents under the

foifowlngdmeframes

If ourno-acdon
response requires that you make revlslonsto

your proposal orsuppostksg statement as

condition toeequhtngthe company to ksdude It In its proxy materials then the company must provide

you with copy oft opposition statements no lacer than calendardays after the company receives

copyof your revised proposal or

In all other cases the company must provide you with copy of its opposition statements no later than

31 calendar days before Its Ilies definlthrecoples
of Its proxy

statementand form of
prosy

under

3240.14a-s
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FISMA 0MB Memorandum M-07-16

November 242010

Mr Brackett Dermiston iii

Secretary

General Electric Company
3135 Easton Turnpike

Fairfield CT 06821

By Facsimile 203-373-3079

Dear Mr Denniston

In response to your letter cii November 12 2010 received by me November 13 2010

please find attached letter from Ameritrade verifring that now hold and have for

the requisite period held sufficient shares of General Electric Company stock to

permit me to propose shareholder resolution in accordance with Rule 14a-S of

the Securities and Exchange Act of 1934

submitted such proposal on November and you have said you received it on

November

My understanding is that Ameritrade sent you the attached letter directly on

November 12 and as such the attached copy is duplicate am sending it now to

make certain you receive it successfully

If you have any cuestions can be reached at the address above or directly by

telephvaq 0MB Memorandum M-07-16

Sincerely

Dat Ridenour

Attachment Letter to Mr Brackett Denniston III dated 11/12/10 from

Aneritrade



11/24/2e1B1FIMA 0MB Memorandum MO716 RIDENOUR PAGE B2

November 12 2010

Mr Brackett Dennston JH

Seeretary

oneial Eectric Company
3135 Eastori Turnpike

Fairfield CT 08828

tear Mr Dennistn

AMERITRADE

This letter ii to certify that TD Mieritrade holds 350 shares of General Elecrio Company the

Company common stock benefciafty fo David k1enour the proponent of shareholder

proposal submitted to the Company and ubmctted in accordance with Rule 14a-s of the

Securities an4 Exchange Act of 1934 Two hundred eighty 280 shares were purchase op

03/01/2001 and seventy 70 shares werc purchased on 04/04/2002 and it Amentrade

continues to hold id stock

O5 rth trd Pc 4E 6OOS tdecan
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