NSO uﬁﬁg;;ms @.ﬂ/

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION ~
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549-3010 e

J—/O-OK

DIVISION OF
CORPORATION FINANCE

L

431 ¢l 200K

‘ |
John A. Berry Lo . - :i'Q‘.BCTJlJ
Divisional Vice President and
Associate General Counsel

Abbott Laboratories lﬂﬁl
Act! : ,

Securities and Benefits

Dept. 032L, Bldg. AP6A-2 Section: - A/ g

100 Abbott Park Road Rule:

Abbott Park, IL 60064-6011 Public I \
availabiliey:_ L 11O 1 200%

Re:  Abbott Laboratories '

Dear Mr. Berry:

This is in regard to your letter dated January 7, 2008 concerning the shareholder
proposal submitted by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth; the Basilian Fathers of
Toronto; the Benedictine Sisters Charitable Trust; the Benedictine Sisters of Virginia; the
Camilla Madden Charitable Trust; Catholic Health Initiatives; Catholic Healthcare
Partners; Catholic Healthcare West; the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration; the
Congregation of Divine Providence, Inc.; the Mount St. Scholastica; Providence Trust;
the Congregation of the Sistars of Charity of the Incarnate Word, Houston, Texas; the
Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary U.S.-Ontario Province; the Sisters of the
Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate; and the Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother for inclusion
in Abbott Laboratories’ proxy materials for its upcoming annual meeting of security -
holders. Your letter indicates that the proponents have withdrawn the proposal, and that
Abbott Laboratories therefore withdraws its December 27, 2007 request for a no-action
letter from the Division. Because the matter is now moot, we will have no further

comment.
PROCESSED

JAN 18 2008  Sincerely,
THOMSON

FRMANCIAL (IR} Magplin

Heather L. Maples
Special Counsel
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CcC:

The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth and co-proponents

c/o Sister Barbara Aires, SC
Coordinator of Corporate Responsibility
The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth
P.O. Box 476

Convent Station, NJ 97961-0476

Margaret Weber

Corporate Responsibility Director
Congregation of St. Basil

15015 Piedmont

Detroit, MI 48223

The Camilla Madden Charitable Trust
c/o Margaret Weber

Coordinator of Corporate Responsibility
Adrnian Dominican Sisters

1257 E. Stena Hts. Drive

Adrian, MI 49221

Colleen Scanlon

Senior Vice President, Advocacy
Catholic Health Initiatives

1999 Broadway

Suite 2600

Denver, CO 80202-4004

Michael D. Connelly
President & CEQ

Catholic Healthcare Partners
615 Elsinore Place
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Susan Vickers, RSM

Vice President Comurnunity Health
Catholic Healthcare West

185 Berry Street, Suite 300

San Francisco, CA 94107-1739
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December 27, 2007

By Messenger

Securities and Exchange Commission
Division of Corporation Finance
Office of Chief Counsel

100 F Street, N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20549

Re:  Abbott Laboratories — Shareholder Proposal Submitted by Sisters of Charity of
Saint Elizabeth, Basilian Fathers of Toronto, Benedictine Sisters Charitable Trust
(Texas), Benedictine Sisters of Virginia, Camilla Madden Charitable Trust, Catholic
Health Initiatives, Catholic Healthcare Partners, Catholic Healthcare West,
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Congregation of Divine Providence,
Inc., Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine Sisters, Providence Trust, Sisters of
Charity of the Incarnate Word, Houston, Texas, Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus
and Mary U.S.-Ontario Province, Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate
and Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother International Finance, Inc.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of Abbott Laboratories and pursuant to Rule 14a-8(j) under the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934, | hereby request confirmation that the Staff of the Securities and
Exchange Commission will not recommend an enforcement action if, in reliance on Rule 14a-8,
we exclude a proposal submitted by Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth, as the primary sponsor
of the proposal, and Basilian Fathers of Toronto, Benedictine Sisters Charitable Trust (Texas),
Benedictine Sisters of Virginia, Camilla Madden Charitable Trust, Catholic Health Initiatives,
Catholic Healthcare Partners, Catholic Healthcare West, Benedictine Convent of Perpetual
Adoration, Congregation of Divine Providence, Inc., Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine Sisters,
Providence Trust, Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, Houston, Texas, Sisters of the Holy
Names of Jesus and Mary U.S.-Ontario Province, Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate
and Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother International Finance, Inc., as co-sponsors of the proposal,
(the “Proponents”) from the proxy materials for Abbott’s 2008 annual shareholders’ meeting,
which we expect to file in definitive form with the Commission on or about March 19, 2008.

Albbott

A Promise for Life
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We received a notice from the primary sponsor on behalf of the Proponents on
November 9, 2007, submitting the proposal for consideration at our 2008 annual shareholders’
meeting. The proposal, a copy of which, together with the preamble and supporting statement,
is attached as Exhibil A (the “Proposal™), reads as follows:

RESOLVED, shareholders urge the Board of Directors to adopt principles for
comprehensive health care reform (such as those based upon principles
reported by the Institute of Medicine:

1. Health care coverage should be universal.

2. Health care coverage should be continuous.

3. Health care coverage should be affordable to individuals and
families.

4, The health insurance strategy should be affordable and
sustainable for society.

5. Health insurance should enhance health and well being by

promoting access to high-quality care that is effective, efficient,
safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable).

The preamble and supporting statement of the Proposal refer to current lobbying efforts in the
health sector and a desire of the Proponents to direct Abbott’s lobbying efforts. In addition, the
supporting statement requests that the Board “report annually about how it is implementing
such principles.” Copies of correspondence between the Company and the Proponents relating
to the Proposal are attached as Exhibit B.

Pursuant to Rule 14a-8()), | have enclosed six copies of the Proposal and this letter,
which sets forth the grounds upon which we deem omission of the Proposal to be proper.
Copies of this letter are being sent to notify each Proponent of our intention to omit the Proposal
from our 2008 proxv materials.

We believe that the Proposal may be properly omitted from Abbott's 2008 proxy
materials pursuant 1o Rule 14a-8 for the reasons set forth below.
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l. The Proposal may be excluded under Rule 14a-8(i)(7) because it involves ordinary
business matters.

The Proposal in question seeks to compel Abbott to actively endorse universal,
affordable health cara coverage. The preamble to the Proposal addresses the current lobbying
efforts of companies and the projected amounts spent on lobbying in the health care industry
and notes that the Proposal is needed because “such lobbying by the health care industry,
including that of our company, actually may counter the underlying interests of its
sharehoiders.” This demonstrates that the Proponents are primarily concerned with involving
Abbott in lobbying for and participating in public policy debates with respect to legislative and
regulatory initiatives, all of which are ordinary business matters.

it is well established that shareholder proposals addressing issues involving health care
reform may be excluded from issuer proxy statements pursuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(7) when such
proposals are directed at involving the company in the political or legislative process on issues
that relate to an aspect of a company’s operations or business. In Infernational Business
Machines Corp. (January 21, 2002), a proposal required the company to “join with other
corporations to support the establishment of a national health insurance system.” The Staff
permitted that exclusion because the proposal was “directed at involving 1BM in the political or
legislative process relating to an aspect of IBM's operations.” In Chrysler Corp. (February 10,
1992) and Chrysler Corp. (March 29, 1993), the Staff concurred in the exclusion of a proposal
requesting that the company actively support and lobby for universal health coverage and a
proposal requesting that the company support three universal health care program concepts
because the proposals were “directed at involving the Company in the political or legislative
process relating to an aspect of the Company's operations.”

The conclusion that involvement in the legislative and political process falls within the
ordinary course of business exclusion is not limited to health care reform proposals. For
example, in General Motors Corp. (April 7, 2006), the Staff permitted exclusion of a proposal
requesting that the company petition the U.S. government for improved corporate average fuel
economy standards and that the company lead the effort to enroll the assistance of the
Administration and Congress and the automotive industry to develop a non-oif based
transportation system and spread this technology to other nations. The Staff found that the
proposal was directed at involving General Motors in the political or legislative process relating
to an aspect of Genzral Motors’ operations.
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In Exchange Act Release No. 34-40018 (May 21, 1998), the Commission stated that the
term “ordinary business” refers to matters that are “rooted in the corporate law concept [of]
providing management with flexibility in directing certain core matters involving the company’s
business and operations.” Further, “[c]ertain tasks are so fundamental to management’s ability
to run a company on a day-to-day basis” that they should not be subject to shareholder vote.

/d. Exchange Act Release No. 34-40018 also states that another policy behind Rule 14a-8(i)}7)
is “the degree to which the proposal seeks to ‘micro-manage’ the company by probing too
deeply into matters of a complex nature upon which shareholders, as a group, would not be in a
position to make an informed judgment.” An assessment of Abbott’s approach to regulatory or
legislative reforms and public policies that affect Abbott’s business is a customary and
important responsibility of management and is not a proper subject for shareholder involvement.
As part of its normal business operations, Abbott participates in the legislative and regulatory
process. This involves an assessment of many complicated and interrelated factors, which
include the likelihood of success of the lobbying efforts, the effect of certain regulations on
Abbott, its financial position and shareholder value and the impact on patient rights and access
to medicine. Therefore, decisions as to how and whether to lobby on behalf of particular
initiatives are made by the Company after taking into account a multitude of factors, many of
which are not apparant to shareholders. The Proposal seeks to address Abbott's activities that
are more appropriately addressed by management, and not by shareholders, and therefore
implicates Abbott’s ordinary business operations.

In determining when the focus of a proposal involves the ordinary course of a
company’s business: operations, the Staff considers “both the proposal and the supporting
statement as a whole.” Staff Legal Bulletin No. 14C, part D.2 {(June 28, 2005). A supporting
statement alone may cause the Staff to conclude that a proposal relates to an ordinary business
matter, In Pfizer inc, (January 31, 2007) and General Electric Co. (January 30, 2007), the Staff
permitted exclusion of a proposal and supporting statement that requested that the company
produce a social responsibility report that included the company’s plan to address specific policy
matters such as tax reform, litigation and tort law reform and reform of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act
of 2002. While the “resolved” clause simply asked for a description of company activity and
plans, the supporting statement provided that “[s]hareholders expect management to take
appropriate actions to advance shareholder interests, including participating in public policy
debates and lobbying activities.” As such, the Staff determined that the proposals related to the
ordinary business operations of the companies, as each required an evaluation of the impact of
government regulation on the company. See also General Electric Co. (January 10, 2005)
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(exclusion permitted under the ordinary business argument even though the resolution itself
involved a policy typically not excludable when the supporting statement requested a change
relating to the nature, presentation and content of the company’s films by minimizing the
depiction of smoking).

The preamble to the Proposal discusses lobbying as the context for the Proposal, noting
that the health care industry pays lobbyists to “influence elected leaders regarding the
company’s position.” It further provides that the Proposal is needed “[bjecause such lobbying
by the health care industry, including that of our company, actually may counter the underlying
interests of its shareholders.” The Proponents cannot circumvent the exclusion of an ordinary
course of business proposal by moving the language directly addressing fobbying efforts to a
preamble or supporting statement. As was the case in Pfizer Inc. (January 31, 2007) and
General Electric Co. (January 30, 2007), the “resolved” clause in the Proposal does not
specifically reference lobbying activities. However, most of the Proposal’s preamble describes
the lobbying efforts of the health sector, The focus of the Proposal primarily concerns the
creation of an Abbott lobbying program to induce the government to take action to establish
affordable, universal health care policies. Because these matters implicate Abbott's ordinary
business operations, the Proposal is excludable under Rule 14a-8(i)(7).

In the supporting statement, the Proponents urge the Board to report annuaily about
how it is implementing its health care reform principles. Although the Proposal is phrased as a
request to Abbott to report on how it is implementing universal, affordable health care
principles, the Staff “will consider whether the subject matter of the special report involves a
matter of ordinary business.” Exchange Act Release No. 34-20091 (August 16, 1983). The Staff
has frequently concurred in the exclusion of proposals that request a report evaluating the
impact of health care reform by a company’s board of directors. See Brunswick Corp.
(February 10, 1992); Dofe Food Co. {February 10, 1992); GTE Corp. (February 10, 1992);
Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Co. (February 10, 1992); PepsiCo Inc. (March 7, 1991). In
each of these letters, the Staff agreed that the proposal was directed at involving the company
in the political or legislative process relating to an aspect of the company’s operations. The
Staff has also excluded proposals requesting reports involving other topics relating to legislative
or regulatory proceedings as an ordinary business matter. See Johnson & Johnson (January 24,
2006) (permitting exclusion of a proposal relating to a report on the impact of a flat tax on the
company); General Electric Co. (January 17, 2006) (same); Niagara Mohawk Holdings, Inc.
{March 5, 2001) (permitting exclusion of a proposal relating to a report on pension-related
issues being considered in federal regulatory and legislative proceedings); International
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Business Machines Corp. (March 2, 2000) {permitting exclusion of a proposal relating to a report
on federal regulatory issues and legislative proposals regarding cash balance plan conversions).
More recently, the Staff determined that a proposal requesting that the company prepare a
report describing the company’s plan to address specific issues under review by federal
regulators and legislative proposals is directed at involving the company in the palitical or
legisiative process and is thus excludable. See Pfizer inc. (January 31, 2007); General Electric
Co. (January 30, 2007). Like Pfizer Inc. and General Electric Co., the Proponents are seeking to
influence Abbott's political and lobbying activities by requesting a report on legislative reforms
and political policies affecting Abbott’s operations.

We recognize that not all proposals addressing reports on political activities refate to
ordinary business matters. For example, in Pfizer Inc. (February 9, 2006), the Staff did not
permit exclusion of a proposal requesting a report on the company’s policies for political
contributions. The critical difference between the requested report in this Pfizer inc. proposal
and in the Proposal received by Abbott is that a report establishing how funds are spent after the
fact does not infringe on management’s ability to decide where to spend the funds. The report
requested in the Proposal, on the other hand, is designed te influence Abbott’s legislative and
political policy in the area of health care reform and, as such, is an attempt to move a
management function to shareholders and should thus be excluded as relating to ordinary
business matters.

In Staff Legai Bulletin No. 14C, part D.2, the Staff explained that it does not concur in
excluding proposals on ordinary business grounds “to the extent that a proposal and supporting
statement focus on the company minimizing or eliminating operations that may adversely affect
the environment or the public’s health.” While the Proponents argue that lobbying to affect
public policy on the issue of universal health care is not ordinary business, the Proposal does not
identify Abbott operations as a source of the problem inherent in health care coverage and
therefore is not requesting a minimization or elimination of Abbott operations that may
negatively affect public health. In this way the Proposal is distinguishable from a proposal such
as the one discussed in The Dow Chemical Co. (February 23, 2005}, where the Staff did not
permit exclusion of a proposal requesting a report on certain toxic chemicals in the company’s
products under the argument that it relates to ordinary business operations.

The lobbying requested by the Proposatl involves Abbott in the political or legislative
process relating to aspects of its operations. To the extent that the Proposal is seeking lobbying
to promote affordable, universal health care, it affects Abbott's customer base, which, in turn,
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affects Abbott's sales and marketing efforts. To the extent that lobbying is directed at employee
health care, it impacis Abbott’s employee benefit plans. Both of these are aspects of Abbott’s
ordinary business oparations. Therefore, the requested political and legislative process that the
Proposal seeks clearly relates to an aspect of Abbott's operations, making the Proposal
excludable for involving ordinary business operations under Rule 14a-8(i)(7).

. The Proposal may be excluded under Rule 14a-8(i)(6) because Abbott lacks the
power to implement such principles.

To the extent the Proposal seeks to influence legislative and political policies in the area
of health care reform, Abbott lacks the power to implement such policies. Rule 14a-8(i)(6)
provides that a shareholder proposal may be excluded “if the company would lack the power or
authority to implement the proposal.” When examining whether it is beyond a company's power
to implement a shareholder proposal requesting that the company adopt a particular policy for
purposes of Rule 14a-8(i)(6), the Staff does not look at whether the company has the power to
adopt the proposed policy such as a health care policy, but instead looks at the company’s
ability to implement the actions that are the subject of the proposed policy (in this case,
implementing health care reform initiatives). See, for example, Catellus Development Corp.
(March 3, 2005) (permitting exclusion of a proposal that the company adopt a policy relating to a
particular piece of property because the company no longer owned the property that was the
subject of the proposed policy and could not control the property's transfer, use or
development); Ford Motor Co. (February 27, 2005) {(permitting exclusion of a proposal that the
company adopt a policy that an independent director serve as chairman of the board because
the company could not ensure that the subject of the proposed policy would be satisfied (/i.e.,
that the chairman retain his or her independence at all times) and no mechanism was provided
to cure a failure); General Electric Co. (January 14, 2005) (same).

The Proponents urge Abbott to adopt principles for comprehensive health care reform,
not principles limited to health coverage that Abbott offers to its employees, and report on
Abbott's implementation of these principles. Universal health care coverage is not something
within Abbott’s power to implement, Affordable, universal, continuous health care coverage
requires extensive governmental action. It may require additional tax revenue or reallocation of
governmental spending priorities. If private health care coverage is to be offered, insurance
companies must be involved in the process. Abbott does not have power or authority to
implement legislation, regulation or political policies that will result in universal, affordable
health care. Furthermore, Abbott is not an insurance company; while Abbott provides health
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care coverage for its employees, it does not sell health insurance to the public. Accordingly, the
Proposal should be excluded under Rule 14a-8(i}{6) because it is outside of Abbott’s power to
implement,

I The Proposal may be excluded under Rule 14a-8(i)(3) because it is vague,
indefinite and misleading.

Rule 14a-8(i)(3) allows the exclusion of a shareholder proposal if the proposal or
statement is contrary to any of the Commission’s proxy rules or regulations. Rule 14a-9
prohibits proposals that are false or materially misleading. The Proponents argue that Abbott
uses lobbyists to influence elected leaders in “less-than-transparent ways” and will hide behind
“any veil or secrecy.” Further, the comments of the Proponents in the preamble imply that there
is no existing law requiring companies to disclose the issues covered by lobbying efforts. That
is incorrect. Abbott submits reports to the United States Senate and House of Representatives in
accordance with all lobby laws. These reports disclose the amount of money Abbott spends on
lobbying, along with the issues covered by that lobbying. Those reports have been generated by
Abbott since 1995 as required by law and are publicly available on a federal government
website. Therefore, the language of the Proposal misleads shareholders into believing that
Abbott does not disclose its current lobbying efforts and should thus be excluded.

A proposal is excludable as vague and indefinite under Rule 14a-8(i)(3) when “neither
the stockholders in voting on the proposal, nor the company in implementing the proposal (if
adopted) would be able to determine with any reasonable certainty exactly what actions or
measures the proposal requires.” Staff Legal Bulietin No. 14B (September 15, 2004).

For example, in Alcoa Inc. (December 24, 2002), the Staff permitted exclusion of a
proposal relating to the company committing itself to the “full implementation of [International
Labor Organization] human rights standards” and a program to monitor compliance with “these
standards” without identifying or fairly summarizing those standards. Similarly, this Proposal
focuses on Abbott adopting principles to make health care universal, affordable and
“sustainable for society,” while also making sure that the health insurance is “effective,
efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable,” without providing any guidance on how
a health care policy could accomplish ali of these requirements and without acknowledging that
their goals are entirely beyond Abbott’s reach to accomplish. Therefore, a shareholder voting on
the Proposal would have no idea what was actually being approved. The Proposal misleads the
shareholder into believing that he or she is prometing high-quality, universal health care when
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there is no insight as to how such a goal would be imptemented from a practical sense. Thus,
the Proposal should he excluded as vague and misleading.

V. The Proposal may be excluded under Rule 14a-8(i}{10) because it has
been substentially implemented.

To the extent the Proposal relates to promoting affordable, universal health care through
internal programs and initiatives, Abbott has substantially implemented the Proposal.
Rule 14a-8(i)(10) authorizes a company to exclude a shareholder proposal if the company has
“substantially implemented” the action requested. According to the Commission, the exclusion
provided in Rule 14a-8(i)(10) “is designed to avoid the possibility of sharehotders having to
consider matters which have already been favorably acted upon by the management.”
Exchange Act Release No. 34-12598 (July 7, 1976). Shareholder proposals have been
substantially implemented within the meaning of Rule 14a-8(i){10) when the company already
has policies, practices and procedures in place relating to the subject matter of the proposal or
has implemented the essential objective of the proposal. See, for example, Telular Corp.
(December 5, 2003); Cisco Systems, Inc. (August 11, 2003); The Talbots, Inc. (April 5, 2002).

Abbott has disclosed its position on health care. It believes that all people should have
access to quality health care and that solutions need to be found to help the millions of
Americans who do not have health insurance. See http.//www.abbott.com/global/url/content/
en_US/40.40:40/general_content/General_Content_00274.htm. The Company participates in
numerous programs to assist the uninsured or underinsured with their health care needs. These
programs are explained in great detail on the Company's website, www.abbott.com/citizenship.
Among other programs, Abbott's efforts include, among many other initiatives, the following in
2006 and 2007:

» In 2006, the Company and the Abbott Fund, a philanthropic foundation, invested nearly
$300 million in grants and products which assisted millions of disadvantaged patients
around the wrorld.

* In 2006, the Company donated free medicines, nutritional products and glucose tests
through its LI.S. patient assistance programs valued at more than $172 million and
which assisted 141,000 low-income Americans without medical insurance.
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» Abbott helped create and participates in a partnership with pharmaceutical companies,
medical associations and patient advocacy organizations called Partnership for
Prescription Assistance, which has matched more than 3.2 million Americans with
patient assistance programs.

o Abbott supported the enactment of the Medicare Modernization Act which provided
voluntary prescription drug coverage to Medicare health insurance for senior citizens.
Abbott mobilized employees to help educate eligible seniors about the drug prescription
plan and its options and te help them enroll.

» The Abbott Fund sponsors the Global Health Council Policy Series which brings together
senior representatives of the U.S. Government, non-governmental organizations, global
health policy experts, United Nations agencies and corporations to discuss and debate
solutions to public health challenges.

+ The Company presented at a forum of Ministers of Health from Commonwealth
countries about the role of public/private partnerships to improve health systems and
increase ac:ess to health services for patients in these developing countries.

¢ Abbott supports the State Children's Health Insurance Program to preserve and expand
access to hzalth care for thousands of children in the United States.

In short, the Company regularly participates in public policy forums, briefings for
policymakers and partnerships to advocate for expanded and affordable heaithcare for patients
in the U.S. and around the world. All of these examples establish that Abbott already has
policies, practices and procedures in place relating to making health care costs more affordable
for the uninsured or underinsured and have successfully implemented many programs having a
positive effect worldwide. Therefore, the Proposal should be excluded pursuant to
Rule 14a-8(j)(10).

V. Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, | request your confirmation that the Staff will not recommend
any enforcement action to the Commission if the Proposal is omitted from Abbott's 2008 proxy
materials. To the extent that the reasons set forth in this letter are based on matters of law,
pursuant to Rule 14a-8(j)(2)(iii), this letter also constitutes an opinion of counsel of the
undersigned as an attorney licensed and admitted to practice in the State of lllinois,
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if the Staff has any questions with respect to the foregoing, or if for any reason the Staff
does not agree that we may omit the Proposal from our 2008 proxy materials, please contact
me at 847.938.3591 or Deborah Koenen at 847.938.6166. We may also be reached by
facsimile at 847.93€,9492 and would appreciate it if you would send your response to us by
facsimile to that number, The primary sponsor of the Proposal may be reached by contacting
Sister Barbara Aires, SC by phone at 973.290.5402 and by facsimile at 973.290.5441. The
additional Proponents’ representatives may be reached at the contact information provided in
Exhibit C.

Very truly yours,

SWA ['%.7,

John A. Berry

Divisional Vice President,
Securities and Benefits
Domestic Legal Operations

Enclosures

ce: All representatives of the Proponents listed in Exhibit C.




Exhibit A
Proposal

The overriding domestic policy concern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health
care. Besides the Iragi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has been
universal health care reform.

Most citizens want their government to “guarantee health insurance for all Americans,”
particularly children. They say thev’d pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they disagree
about how to achieve this.

Given such findings, health care reform has become an overriding public policy issue for the
health care industry, including our company. lts paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders
regarding the company’s position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times, against
the interests of its stakeholders.

In 2006, the health sector spent $351.1 million to lobby the federat government. This represents
13.8% of all spending on lobbying. Tt nearly equals similar spending by the financial sector. Within the
health sector, manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care products spent the most.
Between 1998 and 2006, the AMA, the American Hospital Association, AARP, and PhRRMA spent,
respectively, the second, fourth, sixth, and seventh most on lobbying.

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federal candidates may
increase, they are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to lobby.
Most of this occurs without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose public policy
interests may be opposed to those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for “fundamental
changes in” or “completely rebuilding” the health care system. Our company can no longer hide behind
any veil or secrecy or argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is “ordinary business,” especially
when polls show that the goals of such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the stated interests of
ordinary citizens such as its consumers.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what they
lobby for. Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company, actually
may counter the underlying interests of its shareholders, therefore,

RESOLVED: shareholders urge the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive health
care reform (such as those based upon principles reported by the Institute of Medicine:

Health care coverage should be universal.

Health care coverage should be continuous.

Health care coverage should be affordable to individuals and families.

The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.
5. Health insurance should enhance health and well being by promoting access to
high-quality care that is effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and
equitable).

bl ol S



Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on
their positions on critical public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially urgent for
those in the health care industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is implementing
such principles and ask fellow sharzholders to support this resolution.
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Correspondence




THE SISTERS OF CHARITY

November 5, 2007 R}Q

Mr. Miles White, CEO

Abbott Laboratories

100 Abbott Park Road

Abbott Park, lllinois 60064-6400

Dear Mr. White,

The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth continue to be deeply committed to our work to
increase access to medicine particularly for the millions of un-insured and underinsured and to
protect shareholder value by encouraging meaningful reform in the pharmaceutical industry.
Therefore, the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth request that the Board of Directors adopt
principles for comprehensive health care as in the attached proposal.

[ have been authorized by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth to notify you of our intention
to file this resolution for consideration by the stockholders at the annual meeting and I hereby
submit it for inclusion in the proxy statement, in accordance with rule 14a-8 of the general rules
and regulations of the Securitics Act of 1934.

The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth are the beneficial owners of at least 500 shares of stock.

Under separate cover you will receive proof of ownership. We will retain shares through the
annual meeting.

If you should, for any reason, desire to oppose the adoption of the proposal by the stockholders,
please include in the corporation’s proxy material the attached statement of the security holder,
submitted in support of this proposal, as required by the aforesaid rules and regulations.

We welcome dialogue on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Lute Enitaca it
Sister Barbara Aires, SC
Coordinator of Corporate Responsibility

P{ECElVED [@e73.290.5402
[@o73.290.544:

NOV 0 9 2007 e P
F3 @_I:,_LV!:_D CONVENTSTATION

t AURA J. SCHUMACHER . NEW JEARSEY
“Uv-\az[‘,g? 0796 1-043475

BAIRESESCNI. ORG

M.D. WHITE



Health Care Principles for the Health Care Industry ~

The overriding domestic policy concern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health = -
care. Besides the Iragi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has * ¢
been universal health care reform.:,

Most citizens want their government to “guarantee health insurance for all Americans,” =~
particularly children. They say they’d pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they disagree = °
about how to achieve this. ~

Given such findings, health care reform has become an overriding public policy issue for thc i
health care industry, mcludmg our company. Its paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders />
regarding the company’s position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times, ;.-
against the interests of its stakeholders. .- ’

In 2006, the health sector spent $351.1 million to lobby the federal government. This “:°
represents 13.8% of all spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial -
sector, Within the health sector, manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care .
products spent the most. Between 1998 and 2006, the AMA, the American Hospital Association, .
AARP, and PhRMA spent, respectively, the second, fourth, sixth, and seventh most on lobbying. : - .

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federal candidates =
may increase, they are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to :
lobby. Most of this occurs without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose public T
policy interests may be opposed to those of our company. = <>

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for “fundamental * - -
changes in” or “completely rebuilding” the health care system. Our company can no longer hide
behind any veil or secrecy or argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is “ordinary business,”. -
especially when polls show thar. the goals of such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the -
stated interests of ordinary citizens such as its consumers. . ]

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what =7~
they lobby for. Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company, - <.

actually may counter the underlying interests of its shareholders, therefore, "

RESOLVED: shareholders urge the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive health.*; K

care reform (such as those based upon principles reported by the Institute of Medicine: 7 4

Health care coverage should be universal. %Y}

Health care coverage should be continuous. o

Health care coverage should be affordable to.individuals and famiies. =5

The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.";

Health insurance should enhance health and well being by promoting access to high- quahty e
care that is effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable). /'~

bl s S

Supporting Statement " ¢

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on
their positions on critical public policy i issyes, such as universal health care. This is especially kRN
urgent for those in the health care industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is
implementing such principles and ask fellow shareholders to support this resolution. - ,

2008HealthPrinciplesForHealthIndustry.10.04.07 499 words, excluding titles




THE SIETERS OFCHARITY-
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November 6, 2007

Securities and Exchange Commission
Judiciary Plaza i

450 Fifth Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20549

Dear Madam/Sir:
Enclosed is a copy of the stockholder’s resolution and accompanying statement which
we, as stockholders in Abbott Laboratories, have asked to be included in the 2007 proxy

statement.

Also, enclosed is a copy of the cover letter Mr. Miles White, CEQ of Abbott
Laboratories.

Sincerely,

Sister Barbara Aires, S.C.
Coordinator of Corporate Responsibility

Encs.

SBA/an

ﬂ973.290.5402
ES?3.290.544I

P.O. BOX 4 76
CONVENT STATION

N E W JERSETY
07961 -04a%YFEé6

BAIRES@SCNI.ORG




"B Aires” <baires@scnj.org> To *Christine E Feldman" <christine.feldman@abbott.com>
11/21/2007 09:42 AM cc

bee
Subject RE: Shareho!der Proposal

On behalf of the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth,
| do not intend the title of the shareholder proposal to

be included in Abbott's proxy statement.

Thank you. 'm sure your letter will be here shortly.

Barbara Aires

Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth
PO Box 476

Convent Station, NJ 07961-0476
Tel: 973-290-5402
Fax:973-290-5441

e-mail:baires@scnj.org

From: Christine E Feldman [mailto:christine.feldman@abbott.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2007 10:06 AM

To: B Aires

Cc: Deborah K Keenen

Subject: Shareholder Propasal

Dear Sister Aires,

Attached is a copy of Abbott's letter acknowledging receipt of the Sisters of Charity of Saint




Elizabeth's shareholder proposal. This letter was sent by Federal Express.

Pursuant to your conversation with Beborah Koenen, would you please confirm that you do not

intend the title of the sha:eholder proposal to be included in Abbott's proxy statement.

Best regards,

Christine Feldman

B el T S P et 1

Christine E. Abbott Laboratories
Feldman 100 Abbott Park
Paraleqal Road

aralega Dept. 32L, Bldg.
Supervisor
Legal Divisi APBA-2

£ga; Livision Abbott Park, IL
Securities &

30064-6011

Benefits

Aok cmn i o R VA i T LA TR P 0

Office 847-935-6588
Fax 847-938-9492

christine feldman@abbott.com

R e d e ST DR

-

The information contaiﬁed in this communication is the property of Abbott Laboratories, is confidential, rnay cdn-stitute insia;-i

A

nformation,

intended only for the use of the: addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication (or any part thereof) is strictly
prohibited and may ba unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please notify Abbott Laboratories immediately by reply.
this e-mail or by contacting postmaster@abbott.com , and destroy this communication {or any copies thereof) including all attachments.




"B Aires” <baires@scnj.org> To “Christine £ Feldman" <christine.feldman@abbott.com>
11/21/2007 09:39 AM cc

bcc

Subject RE: Shareholder Proposal - proof of stock ownership

Thank you.

Barbara Aires

Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth
PO Box 476

Convent Station, NJ 07961-0476
Tel: 973-290-5402
Fax:.973-290-5441

e-mail:baires@scnj.org

From: Christine E Feldman [mailto:christine.feldman@abbott.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2007 10:08 AM

To: B Aires

Cc: Deborah K Koenen

Subject: Re: Shareholder Proposal - proof of stock ownership

Dear Sister Aires,

I would like to confirm that Abbott has received proof of stock ownership from the Sisters of
Charity of Saint Elizabeth's.

Best regards,

Christine Feldman

Christine . Abbott Laboratories . Office 847-035-6588
Feldman 100 Abbott Park Fax 847-938-9492

Paralegal Road



A I S ] AN TR A SR T R,

/ hf 1 d 750 Battery Street, Suite 600 main 415 391-4747
AS 16 San Francisco, CA 94111 rax 415 391-1234

CAPITAL PARTNERS www.ashfield.com

November 13, 2007

Mr. Miles White

Chief Executive Officer

Abbott Laboratories

100 Abbott Park Road

Abbott Park, IL 60064

+ RE: The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth

Dear Mr. White,

This letter along with the enclosed asset detail shall serve as proof of beneficial ownership of
3,500 shares of Abbott Laboratories for The Sisters of Chanty of Saint Elizabeth. These

shares have been held for one year and will be retained through the annual meeting.

Please feel free to contact me should you need anything further.

Sincerely,

Kelli K. Hill

Portfolio Manager

Ashfield Capital Partners, LLC
415.391.4747

Cc Sister Barbara Aires

RECEIVED RECEIVED
E’\EV 9 0 2007 NUV 20 2607
LAURA J. SCHUMACHER M.D. WHITE

A Member of the 9ld biutual Group
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. Basilian Fathers of Toronto A
Corporate Responsibility Director Margarct Weber
15015 Piedmont
Detroit, M1 48223
313-272-5820
weber @i gc.o1g

a/

November 14, 2007

Mr. Miles White
Chairman and CEQ
Abbott Laboratories
100 Abbott Park Road
Abbott Park, IL 60064

Dear Mr. White:

The Basilian Fathers of Toronto, in conjunction with Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth New
Jersey, hereby submit the enclosed shareholder resolution, Health Care Principies for the
Health Care Industry, to the company for inclusion in the proxy statement for the 2008 shareholder
meeting, under Rule 14a-8 of general rules and regulations of the Securities Exchange Act of

1934. We would appreciate indication in the proxy statement that the Fathers are co-sponsors
of this resolution.

The Basilian Fathers have held over $2000.00 worth of Abbott Laboratories stock for more than
one year. Proof of ownership is enclosed. A representative of the filers will attend the
stockholders meeting to move the resolution as required by the rules of the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC), and we will continue to hold shares in the company through the
stockholder meeting.

Sincerely yours,

///%jaﬁ 2z

Margaret Weber
Corporate Responsibility Director
Congregation of St. Basil

Encl. Resolution text and Verification of ownership

Cc:  Barbara Aires, SCNJ
ICCR

RECEIVED
NOV 19 2007 RECEIVED

NOV 19 2607
M.D. WHITE .

LAURA J. SCHUMACHER




Health Care Principles for the Health Care Industry

The overriding domestic policy concern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health
care. Besides the Iragi war, the greatest pubhc policy 1ssue in the 2008 presidential campaign has
been universal health care reform. :

Most citizens want their government to “guarantee health insurance for all Americans,”
particularly children. They say they’d pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they disagree
about how to achieve this.

Given such findings, health care reform has become an overriding public policy issue for the
health care industry, including our company. Its paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders
regarding the company’s position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times,
against the interests of its stakeholders.

In 2006, the health sector spent $351.1 million to lobby the federal government. This
represents 13.8% of all spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial
sector. Within the health sector, manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care
products spent the most. Between 1998 and 2006, the AMA, the American Hospital Association,
AARP, and PhRMA spent, respectively, the second, fourth, sixth, and seventh most on lobbying.

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federal candidates
may increase, they are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to
lobby. Most of this occurs without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose public
policy interests may be opposed to those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for “fundamental
changes in” or “completely rebuilding” the health care system, Our company can no longer hide
behind any veil or secrecy or argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is “ordinary business,”
especially when polls show that the goals of such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the
stated interests of ordinary citizzns such as its consumers.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what
they lobby for. Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company,
actually may counter the underlying interests of its shareholders, therefore,

RESOLVED: shareholders urge: the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive health
care reform (such as those based upon principles reported by the Institute of Medicine:
Health care coverage should be universal.

Health care coverage should be continuous.

Health care coverage should be affordable to individuals and families.

The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

Heatlth insurance should enhance health and well being by promoting access to high-quality
care that is effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable).

i L2

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on
their positions on critical public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially
urgent for those in the health care industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is
implementing such principles and ask fellow shareholders to support this resolution.

2008HealthPrinciplesForHealthIndustry. 10.04.07 499 words, excluding titles
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Nov. 14, 2007

Ms. Margaret Weber

Corporate Responsibility Director
Congregation of St. Basil

15015 Piedmont

Detroit, Mi 48223

USA

Re: The Basilian Fathers of Toronto Account 23146004

Dear Ms. Weber:

In regard to your request for verification of holdings, the above referenced account currently holds (5900)
shares of ABBOTT LABS INC common stock; the US book value was $143059.24 as of Nov. 13, 2007. Also,
we confirm that RBC Dexia Trust held these shares for more than a year.

Please feel free to contact me should you have any additional questions.

Sincerely, -

/ﬂ'é/,/é; A et

!
Nader Hanna
Client ServiceManger
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Deborah K To Christine E Feldman/LAKE/CORP/ABEOTT@ABBOTT
Koenen/LAKE/CORP/ABBOT cc

a

11/26/2007 09:50 AM bee

Subject Fw: Health resolution title

Is this in the book?

Deborah K. Koenen
' Abbott

Senior Counsel, Legal Division, Abbott Laboratories
A Promise for Life D-032L, Bldg. AP6A-2, 100 Abbott Park Road, Abbott Park, L 60064-6011

Phone 847-938-6166/Fax 847-938-9492

The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be subject to legal privileges, may constitute inside
information, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. it is the property of Abbott Laboratories or its relevant affiliate.
Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you
have received this communication in error, please notify Abbott Laboratories immediately by return e-mail and destroy this
communication and all copies thereof, including all attachments.

----- Forwarded by Deborah K Koenen/LAKE/CORP/ABBOTT on 11/26/2007 09:51 AM —-

Margaret Weber
<weber@igc.org> To deborah.keenen@abbott.com
11/21/2007 09:33 AM - cc

Subject Health resolution title

Nowv. 21, 2007
Dear Ms. Koenen,

This is to confirm that I do not intend the title to be included in the
PLOXY.

Margaret

Margaret Weber

Corporate Responsibility Director
Basilian Fathers of Toroato

15015 Piedmont

Detroit, MI 48223

313-272-5820

weber@ige.org




PBenedictine Sisters

235 Oblate Dr.
San Antonio, TX 78216

210-348-6704 phone
210-348-6745 fax

November 15, 2007

MILES WHITE

ABBOTT LABORATORIES

100 ABBOTT PARK ROAD
ABBOTT PARK, IL 60064-6400

Dear Mr. White,

On behalf of the Benedictine Sisters Charitable Trust, | write to give
notice that pursuant to the 2008 proxy statement of Abbott Laboratories and
Rule 14a-8 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Trust intends to
co-file the attached proposal with the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, NJ at
the 2008 annual meeting of shareholders.

The Benedictine Sisters Charitable Trust is a beneficial owner of 1,000
shares and has held these shares for over one year. In addition, the Trust
intends to hold the shares through the date on which the Annual Meeting is
held.

Sr. Barbara Aires with the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, NJ will be

our representative regarding this resolution and she can be reached at 973-
290-5402.

Sincerely, :
Sr. Susan Mika, OSB
Director, Corporate Responsibility

PP rrarrr—— T g
+i-CEIVED RESEVED

NOV 19 2007 WOV 19 2607
LAURA J. SCHUMACHER MD. WHITE




Healith Care Reform Principles - Pharma
2008 — Abbott Laboratories

The overriding domestic policy concern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health care. Besides
the Iraqi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has been universal health
care reform.

Mast citizens want their government to “guarantee health insurance for all Americans,” particularly children.
They say they'd pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they disagree about how to achieve this.

Given such findings, health care: reform has become an overriding public policy issue for the health care
industry, including our company. Its paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders regarding the company’s
position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times, against the interests of its
stakeholders.

In 2006, the health sector spent $351.1 millicn to lobby the federal govemment. This represents 13.8% of all
spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial sector. Within the health sector,
manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care products spent the most. Between 1998 and
2006, the AMA, the American Hospital Association, AARP, and PhRMA spent, respectively, the second,
fourth, sixth, and seventh most on lobbying.

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federat candidates may increase, they
are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to lobby. Most of this occurs
without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose public policy interests may be opposed to
those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for “fundamenta! changes in” or
“completely rebuilding” the health care system. Our company can no longer hide behind any veil or secrecy
or argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is "ordinary business," especially when polls show that the
goals of such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the stated interests of ordinary citizens such as its
consumers.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what they lobby for.
Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company, actually may counter the
underlying interests of its shareholders, therefore,

RESOLVED: shareholders urge the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive health care
reform (such as those based upon principles reported by the Institute of Medicine:

1. Heatth care coverage should bz universal.

2. Health care coverage should be continuous.

3. Health care coverage should bz affordable to individuals and famities.

4. The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

5. Health insurance should enhance health and well being by promoting access to high-quality care that is
effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable).

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on their positions
on critical public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially urgent for those in the health
care industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is implementing such pnm:lpies and ask
fellow shareholders to support this resolution,




) Fidelity

! VESTMEN

November 19, 2007 j{l)
Lo
Congregation of Benedictine Sisters /-r-*%

416 W. Highland Dr. ~)
Boerne, TX 78006

Re: Filing of stockholder resolution by Congregation of Benedictine Sisters E K

This letter shall serve as verification that the Congregation of Benedictine Sisters of
Boemne, Texas own 1000 shares of Abbott Laboratories.(symbol ABT) common stock.
The shares are held in the account of the Congregation of Benedictine Sisters at Fidelity
Investments. The shares have been in the account since it was transferred to Fidelity
Investments from Broadway Brokerage on January 18, 2006.

Sincerely,
M\df’"“m

Lexia Limon

Client Services Specialist

RECEIVED | ngGEIVES
NOV 30 2007 NO¥ 30 200
LAURA J. SCHUMACHER | t 1) WHITE
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[© ‘Benedictine Sisters of Virginia

Saint Benedict Monastery » 9535 Linton Hall Road e Bristow, Virginia 20136-1217 » {703) 361-0106

November 15, 2007

MILES WHITE

ABBOTT LABORATORIES

100 ABBOTT PARK ROAD
ABBOTT PARK, [L 60064-6400

Dear Mr. White,

On behalf the Benedictine Sisters of Virginia, | write to give notice that
pursuant to the 2008 proxy statement of Abbott Laboratories and Rule 14a-8
under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Benedictine Sisters of Virginia
intends to co-file the attached proposal with the Sisters of Charity of St.
Elizabeth, NJ at the 2008 annual meeting of shareholders. The Benedictine
Sisters of Virginia is a beneficial owner of 2000 of shares and has held these
shares for over one year. In addition, the Benedictine Sisters of Virginia intends
to hold the shares through the date on which the Annual Meeting is held.

Sr. Barbara Aires with the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, NJ will be our
representative regarding this resolution and she can be reached at 973-290-
5402.

Sincerely,

Sister Henry Marie Zimmermann, OSB
Treasurer - Benedictine Sisters of Virginia

[TRECEIVED -
NOV 19 2007 RECEIVED
WOV 19 %97
M.D. WHITE

LAURA J. SCHUMACHER
|LAURA J. SO |




Heaith Care Reform Principles - Pharma
2008 - Abbott Laboratories

The overmriding domestic policy concemn of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health
care. Besides the Iragi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has
been universal health care reform.

Most citizens want their govemment to “guarantee health insurance for all Americans,”
particularly children. They say they'd pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they
disagree about how to achieve this.

Given such findings, health care reform has becorme an overriding public policy issue for the
heaith care industry, including our company. Its paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders
regarding the company’s position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times,
against the interests of its stakeholders.

in 2008, the health sector spent $351.1 million to lobby the federal government. This represents
13.8% of all spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial sector. Within
the health sector, manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care products spent
the most. Between 1998 and 2006, the AMA, the American Hospital Association, AARP, and
PhRMA spent, respectively, the second, fourth, sixth, and seventh most on lobbying.

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federal candidates may
increase, they are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to
lobby. Most of this occurs without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose
public policy interests may be opposed to those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for *fundamental
changes in" or “completely rebuilding® the health care system. Our company can no longer hide
behind any veil or secrecy or argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is "ordinary business,”
especially when polls show that the goals of such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the
stated interests of ordinary citizens such as its consumers.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what they
lobby for. Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company,
actually may counter the underying interests of its shareholders, therefore,

RESOLVED: shareholders urge the Board of Direclors to adopt principles for comprehensive
heatth care reform (such as those based upon principles reported by the Institute of Medicine:

1. Health care coverage shou'd be universal.

2. Health care coverage should be continuous.

3. Health care coverage shou'd be affordable to individuals and families.

4. The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

5. Health insurance should enhance health and well being by promoling access to high-quality
care that is effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable).

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable te the public on their
positions on critical public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially urgent
for those in the heailth care industry. We urge ihe Board fo repori annually about how it is
impiementing such principles and ask feilow sharehoiders io support this resoluiion.
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Mr. Miles White ' - iBT

Abbott Laboratories
100 Abhott Park Road _ |7~

Abbott Park, IL 60064-6400 y
7

November 20, 2007

/‘1
I".
-
A
This letter will confimn that the Benedictine Sisters of Virginia currently own 2,000
shares of Abbott Laboratories common stock and has owned the stock more than one year.

Dear Mr. White:

Thank you and please feel free to contact me at 800-552-7757 if you have questions.
Sincerely,

DR .
ul ~

downey
Senior Vice President

JIM/chg

RECEIVED

NOV 2 8 2007 :"'h,t'__' _-.!.‘ \L..:-D
s LAURA J. SCHUMACHER Y 27 it
84 HITE
NoT A DEPOSIT Not INSURED By Any FEDERAL %1"! 'D ) W
NoT FDIC INSURED (GOVERNMENT AGENCY
Mav Lose VALUE Nor BaNk GUARANTEED

P.O. Box 1575, Richmond, Virginia 23218.1575
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CHARITABLE TRUST jL)

1257 East Siena Heights Drive » Adrian, Michigan 49221-1793 « (517) 266-3400

November 14, 2007 J?%
Mr. Miles White MD

Chairman and CEQ
Abbott Laboratories R‘Q
100 Abbott Park Road

Abbott Park, IL 600€4

Dear Mr. White:

The Camilla Madden Charitable Trust, in conjunction with Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth
New Jersey, hereby submits the enclosed shareholder resolution, Health Care Principles for the
Health Care Industry, to the company for inclusion in the proxy statement for the 2008
sharsholder meeting, under Rule 14a-8 of general rules and regulations of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934. We would appreciate indication in the proxy statement that the Trust is

a co-sponsor of this resolution.

The Camilla Madden Charitable Trust has held over $2000.00 worth of Abbott Laboratories
stock for more than one year. Proof of ownership is enclosed. A representative of the filers will
attend the stockholders meeting to move the resolution as required by the rules of the
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), and we will continue to hold shares in the
company through the stockholder meeting.

Sincerely yours,

Margaret Weber

Representative for the Camilla Madden Charitable Trust
Coordinator of Corparate Responsibility

Adrian Dominican Sisters

1257 E. Siena Hts. Drive

Adrian, M 49221

mweber@adriandoninicans.org

517-266-3521
Encl. Resolution text and Verification of ownership
Cc: Barbara Aires, SCNJ

ICCR

RECEIVED RECEIVED
NGV 1 6 2007 NOV 16 2637
waurad. scHumacher| MLD. WHITE




Health Care Principles for the Health Care Industry

The overriding domestic policy concern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health
care. Besides the Iraqi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has
been universal health care reform.

Most citizens want their government to “guarantee health insurance for all Americans,”
particularly children. They say they’d pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they disagree
about how to achieve this.

Given such findings, health care reform has become an overriding public policy issue for the
health care industry, including our company. Its paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders
regarding the company’s position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times,
against the interests of its stakeholders.

In 2006, the health secter spent $351.1 million to lobby the federal government. This
represents 13.8% of all spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial
sector. Within the health sector, manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care
products spent the most. Between 1998 and 2006, the AMA, the American Hospital Association,
AARP, and PhRMA spent, respectively, the second, fourth, sixth, and seventh most on lobbying,

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federal candidates
may increase, they are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to
lobby. Most of this occurs without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose public
policy interests may be opposetl to those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for “fundamental
changes in” or “completely rebuilding” the health care system. Our company can no longer hide
behind any veil or secrecy or argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is “ordinary business,”
especially when polls show that the goals of such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the
stated interests of ordinary citizens such as its consumers.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what
they lobby for. Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company,
actually may counter the underlying interests of its shareholders, therefore,

RESOLVED: shareholders urge the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive health

care reform (such as those based upon principles reported by the Institute of Medicine:

Health care coverage should be universal.

Health care coverage should be continuous.

Health care coverage should be affordable to individuals and families.

The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

Health insurance should enhance health and well being by promoting access to high-quality
care that is effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable).

Dol ol el o

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on
their positions on critical public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially
urgent for those in the health care industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is
implementing such principles and ask fellow shareholders to support this resolution.

2008HealthPrinciplesF orHealthIndustry. 10.04.07 499 words, excluding titles




3 nste 1gna
Management

Comerica Bank

Institutional Trust

Client Administration M/C 3462
P. O. Box 75000

Detroit, Michigan 48275
FAX(31)) 222-7041

November 14, 2007

Ms. Margaret Weber

Coordinator of Corporate Responsibility
Portfolio Advisory Board

Adrian Dominican Sisters

1257 East Siena Heights Drive

Adrian, Michigan 49221-1793

RE: CAMILLA MADDEN CHARITABLE TRUST ATALANTA SOSNOFF CAPITAL
ACCOUNT # 1055025978

Dear Margaret:

In regard to your request for a verification of holdings, the above referenced account currently
holds 37,100 shares of ABBOTT LABS common stock. The attached list indicates the date the
stock was acquired.

Please feel free to contact me should you have any additional questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

!
/

Karen L. Moncrieff
Vice President
(313) 222-7092




GINA

COMERICA BANK Run on 11/13/2007 11:45:30 AM
Account Asset Inquiry As of Date: 11/13/2007

CAMILLA MADDEN CHARITABLE TRUST ATALANTA SOSNOFF CAPTTAL

Cusip: 002824100
ABBOTT LABS

Portfolio: PRINCIPAL

ASSET DETAILS
Tax Lots Acquire Units Fed Tax Cost Stata Tax Cost Book Value Original Face
Date
IoT #1 01/05/2007 10,100.000000 504,495.00 504,495.00
LOT # 2 01/09/2007 9,800.000000 493,229.10 493,225.10
OT#3 03/15/2007 7,400.000000 398,120.74 398,120.74
LOT # 4 08/06/2007 5.000.000000 264,392.50 264,392.50
LOT #5 08/08/2007 4,800.000000 264,006.24 264,006.24
TOTAL ASSET 37,100.000000 1,924,243.58 1,924,243.58 1,924,243.58
REG/LOC DETAILS
Units/Amount
=+ REGISTRATION DETAIL **
DTC - C/C (303) 37,100.000000
** | OCATION DETAIL **
DTC (300} 37,100.000000

Len-/1AR 147 164 RT/IAAAVantace/Renarts/AssetlnauirvResult.aspx ZREPORTACTION...  11/13/2007




Wealth & Institutional
Management

Comerica Bank o
Institutional Trust
Client Administration M/C 3462
p. 0. Box 75000
Detroit, Michigan 48275
FAX (313} 222-7041

November 14, 2007

Ms. Margaret Weber

Coordinator of Corporate Responsibility
Portfolio Advisory Board

Adrian Dominican Sisters

1257 East Siena Heights Drive

Adrian, Michigan 49221-1793

RE: CAMILLA MADDEN CHARITABLE TRUST SHAREHOLDER ACTION ACCT.
ACCOUNT # 1055020946

Dear Margaret:

In regard to your request for a verification of holdings, the above referenced account currently
holds 100 shares of ABBOTT LABS common stock. The attached list indicates the date the
stock was acquired.

Please feel free to contact me should you have any additional questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

// "

\\ a,/ul/v\
Karen L. Moncrieff
Vice President

(313) 222-7092




UINA

COMERICA BANK Runon 11/13/2007 11:45:12 AM
Account Asset Inquiry As of Date: 11/13/2007

et g T T .

Account: 1055020946
CAMILLA MADDEN CHARITABLE TRUST SHAREHOLDER ACTION ACCOUNT

Cusip: 002824100
ABBOTT LABS

Portfolio: PRINCIPAL

ASSET DETAILS

Tax Lots Acquire Units Fed Tax Cost State Tax Cost Book Value Original Face
Date

LOT #1 01/16/2003 100.000000 3,637.33 3,637.33

TOTAL ASSET 100.000000 3,637.33 3,637.33 3,637.33

REG/LOC DETAILS

Units/Amount
*+ REGISTRATION DETAIL **
DTC - ¢/C (303) 100.000000
E ** | OCATION DETAIL **
| DTC (300) 100.000000

| Bacic ) Sove |

httn-//168.162.166.87/AddVantage/Reports/AssetinguiryResult.aspx?2REPORTACTION...  11/13/2007



Wealth & Institutional
Management

Comerica Bank
Institutional Trust
Client Administration M/C 3462
P. Q. Box 75000
Detroit, Michigan 48275
FAX (313) 222-7041

November 14, 2007

Ms. Margaret Weber

Coordinator of Corporate Responsibility
Portfolio Advisory Board

Adrian Dominican Sisters

1257 East Siena Heights Drive

Adrian, Michigan 49221-1793

RE: CAMILLA MADDEN CHARITABLE TRUST T ROWE PRICE
ACCOUNT # 1055005918

Dear Margaret:

In regard to your request for a verification of holdings, the above referenced account currently
holds 2,950 shares of ABBOTT LABS common stock. The attached list indicates the date the
stock was acquired.

Please feel free to contact me should you have any additional questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Karen L. Moncrnieff
Vice President
(313) 222-7092



ULNA

COMERICA BANK Runon 11/13/2007 11:44:56 AM
Account Asset Inquiry As of Date: 11/13/2007

Account: 1055005918
CAMILLA MADDEN CHARITABLE TRUST
T ROWE PRICE

Cusip: 002824100
ABBOTT LABS

Portfolio: PRINCIPAL

ASSET DETAILS

Tax Lots Acquire Units Fed Tax Cost  State Tax Cost Book Value Original Face
Date

LoT#1 01/16/2003 2,950.000000 107,301.17 107,301.17

TOTAL ASSET 2,950.0000C0 107,301.17 107,301.17 107,301.17

REG/LOC DETAILS

Units/Amount
** REGISTRATION DETAIL **

DOTC - C/C (303) 2,950.000000

** L OCATION DETAIL **

DTC (300) 2,950.000000

[“eocic [l cove |

hitp://168.162.166.87/AddVantage/Reports/AssetInquiryResult.aspx7REPORTACTION...  11/13/2007




CATHOLIC HEALTH 1999 Broadway  Phone 303.298.9100

INITIATIVES %mﬂ;eviff?o Fax 303.298.9690
80202-4004 /\y
. . i,\‘
A spirit of innountion, a legacy of care, L
November 19, 2007 ij\'\

Miles White, CEO | w

Abbott Laboratories
100 Abbott Park Road
Abbott Park, IL 60064-6400

Dear Mr. White:

Catholic Health Initiatives is one of the largest Catholic health care systems in the country, spanning 19
states and operating 72 hospitals; 42 long-term care facilities, assisted living facilities and residential units;
and several Community Health Services Organizations. As a religiously sponsored organization, Catholic
Health Initiatives seeks to reflect its mission, vision and values in its investment decisions.

Catholic Health Initiatives is deeply concerned about the current state of our nation’s health care system.
The need for health care reform has become a pressing social issue. Corporations actively engage in
lobbying efforts on varied public policy issues — health care should be one of them. As shareholders, we
believe our Company’s Board of Directors should adopt principles for comprehensive health reform and
actively work to advance them both internally and externally.

Catholic Health Initiatives is the beneficial owner of approximately 239,965.00 shares of Abbott
Laboratories common stock. Through this letter we notify the company of our sponsorship of the enclosed
resolution. We present it for inclusion in the proxy statement for action at the next stockholders meeting in
accordance with Rule 14(a)(8) of the General Rules and Regulations of the Securities and Exchange Act of
1934, In addition, we request that we be listed as a sponsor of this resolution in the company proxy
statement.

Verification of our ownership of this stock for at least one year is enclosed. We intend to maintain
ownership through the date of the annual meeting. There will be a representative present at the stockholders
meeting to present this resolution as required by SEC Rules. We are filing this resolution along with other
concerned investors including the primary filer, Sr. Barbara Aires, Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth of New
Jersey. Colleen Scanlon, Senior Vice President, Advocacy will be the contact for Catholic Health Initiatives
and can be reached at 303-383-2693.

Sincerely,

o £ AT

Kevin E. Lofton

President and CEQ RE CE l VE D

Attachments NOV 20 2007
KL/CS/dm

LAURA J. SCHUMACHER

ce: Sr. Barbara Aires, Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, New Jersey = r e s
Nadira Narine, Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility Fﬁj___, Lt

WY 20 i

“M.D. WHiT:=
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BNY MELLON
ASSET SERVICING

November 13, 2007

Mr. Randall Baum, CFA,CCM
Manager, Cash & Investments
Catholic Health Initiatives
1999 Broadway

Suite 2605

Denver, CO 80202

Dear Randy:

This letter is in response to your request for confirmation that Catholic Health Initiatives currently holds
239.965.00 shares of ABBOTT LABS COM. Catholic Health Initiatives has continuously held shares of this
stock for at least one year prior to submission of CHI's letter of proposal and such investment has a market
value greater than $2,000.

This security is currently held by Mellon Bank, N.A. for Catholic Health Initiatives in our nominee name at the
Depository Trust Company and this letter is a staternent of Mellon Financial Corp. as record holder of the above
referenced common stock.

Please contact me directly at 412-234-8823 with any questions.
Thank you.
Regards,
t . .
% W '
Elizabeth A. Tomko

Vice President
Client Administration

500 Grant Str2et, One tMellon Center, Room 1315, Pittsburgh, PA 15258-0001
T 432 234 2300 weewbnymellan.com




Health Care Principles for the Health Care Industry

The overriding domestic policy concern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health
care. Besides the Iraqi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has
been universal health care reform.

Most citizens want their government to “guarantee health insurance for all Americans,”
particularly children. They say they’d pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they disagree
about how to achieve this.

Given such findings, health care reform has become an overriding public policy issue for the
health care industry, including cur company. Its paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders
regarding the company’s position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times,
against the interests of its stakeholders.

In 2006, the health sector spent $351.1 million to lobby the federal government. This
represents 13.8% of all spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial
sector. Within the health sector, manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care
products spent the most. Between 1998 and 2006, the AMA, the American Hospital Association,
AARP, and PhRMA spent, respzctively, the second, fourth, sixth, and seventh most on lobbying.

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federal candidates
may increase, they are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to
lobby. Most of this occurs without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose public
policy interests may be opposed to those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for “fundamental
changes in” or “completely rebuilding” the health care system. Our company can no longer hide
behind any veil or secrecy or argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is “ordinary business,”
especially when polls show that the goals of such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the
stated interests of ordinary citizens such as its consumers.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what
they lobby for. Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company,
actually may counter the underlving interests of its shareholders, therefore,

RESOLVED: shareholders urge the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive health

care reform (such as those based upon principles reported by the Institute of Medicine:

Health care coverage should be universal.

Health care coverage shculd be continuous.

Health care coverage should be affordable to individuals and families.

The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

Health insurance should snhance health and well being by promoting access to high-quality
care that is effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable).

nh W=

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on
their positions on critical public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially
urgent for those in the health care industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is
implementing such principles and ask fellow shareholders to support this resolution.
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November 14, 2007

Miles White CEO

Abbott Laboratories

100 Abbott Park Road
Abbott Park, IL 60064-6400

Dear Mr. White:

Catholic Healthcare Partners, a Catholic healthcare ministry headquartered in Cincinnati, Ohio
has long been concerned not only with the financial returns of its investments, but also {with many other
churches and socially concerned investors) with the social and ethical implications of its investments.
As background, Catholic Healthcare Pariners is one of the largest not-for-profit health systems in the
United States and the largest in Ohio. Catholic Healthcare Partners is currently the beneficial owner of
shares of Abbott Laboratories.

We believe that a commitment to employees, communities and the environment fosters long-
term business success. As healthcare providers, we are keenly aware of the challenges in the current
health system, including concerns relating to both the cost and quality of care, and we are concerned as
well that all persons have access to needed services, irrespective of individual ability to pay. As an
employer, we are aware of the economic burden providing health benefits places on all American
businesses. As long term shareholders, we believe it is in the interests of this company to ensure all
Americans have access to healthcare that is affordable and provided equitably.

Catholic Healthcare Partners is therefore co-filing with the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth,
N.J. the enclosed shareholder proposal for adoption of principles of comprehensive health reform for
inclusion in the 2008 proxy statement, in accordance with Rule 14a-8 of the General Rules and
Reguiations of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. Catholic Healthcare Partners has been a
shareholder for more than one year and will continue 1o invest in at least the requisite number of shares
for proxy resolutions through the stockholders' meeting. We have enclosed a copy of the verification of
our ownership position and will forward the original letter under separate cover. A representative of the
filers will attend the stockholders' rneeting to move the resolution as required by the SEC rules.

Sincerely,

%LZ;X_/)& Cg)&ﬂ.é’ ’

Michael D. Connelly

%

" ZVED
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S . —

President & CEQ by o
Catholic Healthcare Partners i ) 2007
| TS
Encl. Resolution Text and Verification of Ownership FAUT Y L HUMACHEF

¢: Interfaith Center for Corporate Responsibility
Sr. Barbara Aires, Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth,
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Health Care Reform Principles
2008 — Abbott Laboratories

The overriding domestic policy concern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health care. Besides
the Iraqi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has been universal health
care reform.

Most citizens want their government to *guarantee health insurance for all Americans,” particularly children.
They say they'd pay higher taxes t¢: make this possible, although they disagree about how to achieve this.

Given such findings, health care rzform has become an overriding public policy issue for the health care
industry, including our company. lts paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders regarding the
company's position. Often this occuirs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times, against the interests of its
stakeholders.

In 2008, the health sector spent $351.7 million to iobby the federai government. This represents 13.8% of all
spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial sector. Within the health sector,
manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care products spent the most. Between 1998 and
20086, the AMA, the American Hospital Association, AARP, and PhRMA spent, respectively, the second,
fourth, sixth, and seventh most on 12bbying.

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federal candidates may increase, they
are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to lobby. Most of this occurs
without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose public policy interests may be opposed to
those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for “fundamental changes in” or
*‘completely rebuilding” the health care system. Qur company can no longer hide behind any veil or secrecy
or argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is “ordinary business,” especially when polls show that the
goals of such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the stated interests of ordinary citizens such as its
CONSUMErSs.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what they lobby for.
Because such lobbying by the heaith care industry, including that of our company, actually may counter the
underlying interests of its shareholclers, therefore,

RESOLVED: shareholders wrge the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive health care
reform (such as those based upon arinciples reported by the Institute of Medicine:

1. Health care coverage should be universal.

2. Health care coverage should be continuous.

3. Health care coverage should be affordable to individuals and families.

4. The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

5. Health insurance should enhance health and well being by promoting access to high-quality care that is
effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitab'a).

Supporting Statement .

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on their positions
on critical public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially urgent for those in the health
care industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is implementing such principles and ask
fellow shareholders to support this resolution.
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November 14, 2007

Miles White CEO

Abbott Laboratories

{00 Abbott Park Road
Abbott Park, IL 60064-6400

Dear Mr. White:

We, State Street Bank, hereby verify that our client, Catholic Healthcare Partners (CHP), heid an
aggregate of 44,480 (Shares™) of Abbott Labs, Common Stock Cusip 002824100 as of November
t3.2007. These shares were held in the name of Cede & Co., the nominee of The Depository Trust
Company (“DTC"). The Shares were held in the DTC Participant Account of State Street Bank
and Trust Company #997 for the benefit of Catholic Healthcare Partners. The Shares held for the
benefit of Catholic Healtheare Partners were held as follows:

7.510 shares investment Management Program
22.540 shares Catholic Healthcare Partners Retirement Trust
4.430 shares CHP Liability Sel-Insurance Trust

The total value of CHP's of Abbott Labs positions was S 2,451,292.80 ($55.11 per share) as of
November 13, 2007.

Additionally, CHP has held at least $2,000 value of Abbott Labs common stock for at least one
year.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
) _.'.’l

¥ Anaa A
!

1 u/ i

Susan McCusker
Assistant Vice President




Nonprofit Services

STATE STIEET, Institutional Investor Services

Lafayette Corporate Center
Two Avenue de Lafayette, 6th Floor
Boston, MA 02111-1724

DK
November 14, 2007 Of T
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AT o
Dear Mr. White: MDA

We, State Street Bank, hereby venfy that our client, Catholic Healthcare Partners (CHP), held an IQIZ'
aggregate of 44,480 (Shares™) of Abbott Labs, Common Stock Cusip 002824100 as of November

13, 2007. These shares were held in the name of Cede & Co., the nominee of The Depository Trust
Company (“DTC”). The Shares were held in the DTC Participant Account of State Street Bank

and Trust Company #997 for the benefit of Catholic Healthcare Partners. The Shares held for the

benefit of Catholic Healthcare Partners were held as follows:

17,510 shares Investment Manzgement Program
22,540 shares Catholic Healthcare Partners Retirement Trust
4,430 shares CHP Liability Self-Insurance Trust

The total value of CHP’s of Abbott Labs positions was § 2,451,292.80 ($55.11 per share) as of
November 13, 2007.

Additionally, CHP has held at least $2,000 value of Abbott Labs common stock for at least one
year.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

uggﬁﬁh@égL//

Susan McCusker
Assistant Vice President

RECEIVED
a0 R 1
NOV 9 & 2007 BESTVED
nUY 26 2Lyl
M.D. WHITE

LAURA J. SCHUMACHER
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" Catholic Healthcare West

November 15, 2007 %
Mr. Miles White F(ﬂD B

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer

Abbott Laboratories }2 R
100 Abbott Park Road j
Abbott Park, IL 60064-6400

847 937 3417

Dear Mr. White:

Catholic Healthcare West, in collaboration with the Sisters of Charity of St.
Elizabeth, hereby submits the enclosed proposal Health Care Principles for
inclusion in the proxy statement for consideration and action by the 2008
shareholders meeting in accordance with Rule 14(a)(8) of the General Rules and
Regulations of the Securities and Exchange Act of 1934. We would appreciate
indication in the proxy statement that Catholic Healthcare West is a sponsor of this
resolution.

Catholic Healthcare West has held over $2000.00 worth of Abbott Laboratories
stock for more than one year, and we will continue to hold shares in the company
through the stockholder meeting. Proof of ownership will be provided upon
request. A representative of the filers will attend the stockholders meeting to move

the resolution as required by the rules of the Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC).

Sincerely yours,

RECEIVED

Susan Vickers, RSM LAURA J. SCHUMACHER NOV 13 007

Vice President Community Health
M.D. WHITE

RECEIVED

NOV 1 6 2007

cc: Nadira Narine, Ianterfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility
Julie Wokaty, ICCR Director of Publications

185 Berry Street, suire 30 Barbara Aires, Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth

San Francisco, CA 94107-1739
415.438.5500 telephone
415.438.5724 fax

chwHEALTH.org




Health Care Reform Principles - Pharma
2008 - Abbott Laboratories

The overriding domestic policy concern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health
care. Besides the Iraqgi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has
been universal health care reform.

Most citizens want their government to “guarantee health insurance for all Americans,”
particularly children. They say they'd pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they
disagree about how to achieve this.

Given such findings, health care reform has become an overriding public policy issue for the
health care industry, including our company. Its paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders
regarding the company's position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times,
against the interests of its staleholders.

In 2008, the health sector spent $351.1 million to lobby the federal government. This represents
13.8% of all spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial sector. Within
the health sector, manufacturars of drugs, medical devices, and other health care products spent
the most. Between 1898 and 2008, the AMA, the American Hospital Association, AARP, and
PhRMA spent, respectively, the second, fourth, sixth, and seventh most on lobbying.

Although contributions from ihe health sector to presidential and other federal candidates may
increase, they are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the heaith industry spends to
lobby. Most of this occurs without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose
public policy interests may be opposed to those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for “fundamental
changes in" or “completely rebuilding” the health care system. Our company can no longer hide
behind any veil or secrecy or argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is “ordinary business,”
especially when polls show that the goals of such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the
stated interests of ordinary citizens such as its consumers.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what they
lobby for. Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company,
actually may counter the underlying interests of its shareholders, therefore,

RESOLVED: shareholders urge the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive
health care reform (such as those based upon principles reported by the Institute of Medicine:

1. Health care coverage should be universal.

2. Health care coverage should be continuous.

3. Health care coverage should be affordable to individuals and families.

4. The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

5. Health insurance should enhance health and well being by promoting access to high-quality
care that is effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable).

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on their
positions on critical public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially urgent
for those in the health care industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is
implementing such principles and ask fellow shareholders to support this resolution.
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Catholic Healthcare West

November 30, 2007

Deborah Koenen

Senior Counsel

Abbott Laboratories
Securities and Benefits
Dept. 0321, Bldg. AP6A-2
100 Abbott Park

Abbott Park, IL 60064-6011

Dear Ms. Koenen:

Please find enclosed as requested the proof of stock ownership from Catholic Healthcare
West. Catholic Healthcare West will continue to hold ownershlp of this stock through the
scheduled 2008 Shareholder Meeting.

In addition I am confirming that Catholic Healthcare West does not intend the title of the
shareholder proposal to be included in Abbott’s proxy statement.

Sincerely,

y e Uil

Susan Vickers, RSM

VP, Community Health
Catholic Healthcare West

185 Berry Street, Suite 300
San Francisco, CA 94107-1739
415.438.5500 telephone
415.438.5724 fax

chwHEALTH.org




Erin Rodrigucs
Vice Pregident

listigtional Investor Services
434 South Flower, 43* Floor
Lov Angeles, Cabiforia w7

Telephone 213-362-737)
Facsemibe 213-362-7350
cpmdriguesg stalitted.com

November 16, 2007

Sr. Susan Vickers

VP Community Health
Catholic Healtheare Wes
185 Berry Street, Suite 300
San Francisco. CA 94107
Fux =413-.391-2404

Re. Stoek Verificanon Veuer
Dear Susan:

Please accept this letter as confirmation it Catholic Healtheare West has owued at least 200 shares
or 32.000L00 of the following securitics 1rom November 15, 2006 November 15, 2007 The
November 13, 2007 share pusiions are Listed below:

;_."ﬁ_g:_c_uril\ B ] _ L ‘_ custe ) Shares

Abbou Labs L 02824100 _ 184,350
Wyeth 983024100 ! - 133,400 .
_Chevren Corp ) E 166764100 139.750 j
CAcmalne L husiTYos 65.100 i

Please let me know il you have any questions.
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Deborah K, Koenen Abbott Laboratories Tel: {847) 938-6166

Senior Counsel Securities and Benefits Fax: {847) 938-9452
Dept. 0321, Bidg. APSA-2 E-mail;  deborah.koenen@abbott.con
100 Abbott Park

Abbeott Park, IL 60064-6011

Qaowed. 11-36-57

November 18, 2007 Via Federal Express

Susan Vickers, RSM

Vice President Community Health
Catholic Healthcare West

185 Berry Street, Suite 300

San Francisco, CA 94107-1739

Dear Ms. Vickers:

This letter acknowledges the receipt of your
shareholder proposal. Your proposal contains
499 words, excluding the title. Rule 14a-8 of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 sets a 500-word
limitation for shareholder proposals. Please
confirm that you do not intend the title of the
shareholder proposal to be included in Abbott’s
proxy statement.

Additionally, Rule 14a-8 requires you submit
verification of stock ownership. Therefore, proof
of stock ownership should be submitted as well. .
Our 2008 Shareholders Meeting is currently
scheduled to be held on Friday, April 25, 2008.

Sincerely,

Dubtal [, Lper—

Deborah K. Koenen

Abbott

A Promise for Life




Congregation of Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration

BENEDICTINE MONASTERY « 31970 State Hwy. P + Clyde, MO 64432-8100
(660) 944-2221 Fax (660) 944-2133

November 16, 2007

MILES WHITE

ABBOTT LABORATORIES

100 ABBOTT PARK ROAD
ABBOTT PARK, IL 60064-6400

Dear Mr. White,

On behalf Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration I write to give notice that pursuant to
the 2008 proxy statement of Abbott Laboratories and Rule 14a-8 under the Securities Exchange Act of
1934, the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration intends to co-file the attached proposal with the
Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, NJ at the 2008 annual meeting of shareholders. The Benedictine
Convent of Perpetual Adoration is a beneficial owner of 975 of shares and has held these shares for
over one year. In addition, the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration intends to hold the shares
through the date on which the Annual Meeting is held.

Sr. Barbara Aires with the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, NJ will be our representative
regarding this resolution and she can be reached at 973-290-5402.

Sincerely,

Sr. Valerie Stark, O.S.B.
Treasurer

T *;
EC 2D NECEIYD
WUV 20 Zal

NOV2 0 2007 M.D. WHITE

LAURA J. SCHUMACHER

BENEDICTINE MONASTERY OSAGE MONASTERY SAN BENITO MONASTERY
300 N. Country Club Road 18701 W. Manastery Road PO, Box 520
Tucson, AZ 85716-4383 Sand Springs, OK 74063-5300 Dayton, WY 82836-0520




Health Care Reform Principles - Pharma
2008 — Abbott Laboratories

. The overriding domestic policy concern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health care. Besides the
Iraqi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has been universal health care
reform.

Most citizens want their government to "guarantee health insurance for all Americans,” particularly children.
They say they'd pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they disagree about how to achieve this.

Given such findings, health care reform has become an overriding public policy issue for the health care
industry, including our company. Its paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders regarding the company's
position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times, against the interests of its stakeholders.

In 2006, the health sector spent $3551.1 million to lobby the federal government. This represents 13.8% of all
spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial sector. Within the heailth sector,
manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care products spent the most. Between 1988 and
2006, the AMA, the American Hospital Association, AARP, and PhRMA spent, respectively, the second, fourth,
sixth, and seventh most on lobbying.

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federal candidates may increase, they
are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to lobby. Most of this occurs
without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose public policy interests may be opposed to
those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for “fundamental changes in” or
*completely rebuilding” the health care system. Our company can no longer hide behind any veil or secrecy or
argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is “ordinary business,” especially when polls show that the goals of
such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the stated interests of ordinary citizens such as its consumers.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what they lobby for.
Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company, actually may counter the
underlying interests of its sharehoiders, therefore,

RESOLVED: shareholders urge the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive health care reform
{such as those based upon principles reported by the institute of Medicine:

1. Health care coverage should be universal.

2. Health care coverage should be continuous,

3, Health care coverage should be affordable to individuals and families.

4. The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

5. Health insurance shouid enhance health and well being by promoting access to high-quality care that is
effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable).

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on their positions on
critical public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially urgent for those in the health care
industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is implementing such principles and ask fellow
shareholders to support this resoluticn.



CREATIVE ) DKK

;{.)L ANNING, November 27, 2007 C o —-I_C/F

Miles White

Abbott Laboratories m D_@
100 Abbott Park Road K
Abbott Park, IL 60064-6400

RE: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration Stock Position Confirmation

Mr. White,

The Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration Retirement Fund currently holds 1,100
shares of Abbott Laboratories common stock, valued at $59,675.00 as of November 26,
2007. They have held 975 of these shares, valued at $52,893.75 since November 2, 2006.
Please see the attached statements from both Fidelity Investments and Creative Planning
Private Wealth Management, confirming this information.

Thank you,

P

Peter Mallouk, J.D., MBA, CFP
Owner/Principal

RECEIVED
NOV 3 0 2007

RECEIVED
NOV 2 9 2001
M.D. WHITE

LAURA J. SCHUMACHER

Thinkineg Bevond.. .

3340 Collee Boulevard » Overland Purk, KS 66211
913-338-2727 » Fux 913-338-4507
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ulJ\:ll [SELV LWL By § u&\.« 1 Hs\-ﬁ 1L wL i

G71-675652 BENEDICTINE CONVENT - BENEDICTIN Corporation

Acct Net Worth : $17,359,380.97
ABT - ABBOTT LABORATORIES CUSIP: 002824100

i Position Details : Realized Gain/Loss Details t Position History

i Open Lots Closed Lots Update Cost
i

As of 11/26/2007 | Help | Priot This Page | Expert

Position Summary
Unrealize
Closing Qu Clasing Ma Average C Unrealized G d Gain/Los Cost M
Type antity rket Value ost Cost ain/Loss s % ethod
Csh 1,100.000 $59,675.0 $48.76 $53,639.5 #%6,035.50 $11.25% [p Cost
0 0 0
Lot Summary
Unrealize Holdin
Date Ac  Clgsing Qu  Closing Ma Cost/Shar Unrealized G d Gain/Los g Peric Cost So
quired antity rket Value e Cost ain/Loss s % d urce
1 11/01/2 975.0000 $52,893.7 $47.42 $46,232,7 #%6,661.00 $14.41% 509  FBS Lol De
006 5 5 tail
2 04/17/2 125.0000 $6,781.25 $59.25 $7,406.75 #-$625.50 #°8:994% ghot FBS Lot De
007 tail

FBS-provided estimated cost basis {including cost basis and short sale proceeds information provided to FBS by customers), rea
kzea gamn and less, and belaing genod informatien may not reflect all adjustments necassary for tax reporting purposes, Taxpa

yars should verify such infgrmation agawst their own records when calculating reportable gain or loss resulting from a sale, red
aimption, or exchange. FBS does not report such information to the (RS or other taxing authorities and is not responsible for th

¢ accuracy of such information taxpayers may be requiced to report to federal, state, and other taxing authanties. FBS makes n
o warranties with respect ta, and specifically disclaims any liability arising out of a customer's use of, or any tax position taken i
n reliance upon, such information. Unless otherwise specified, FBS determines cost basis at the time of sale based on the avera
g cost-single category (ACSC) meathod for open-end mutual funds and based on the first-in, first-out method (FIFQ) for securit
ies other than open-end mutual funds. Customers should consuit their tax advisors for further infermation.

Limitation on Cost Basis Information

Firtelity's cost basis intormation system has a curitefative lifetime limit on how much activity it can track for each individual secu
riLy pesition n an account. For this purpose, coch buy, sell, dividend, wash sale disallowed loss, stock split, stock merger, eic, i
5 an event. For some customers, this limlk can be reached with approximately 1500 events. Cost basis information for events b
ayand that limit will usualty show as not available or unkaown, in addition, any cost basts information shown may be outdated
due Lo avenls occurring after the limit is exceeded. Once the imit 15 reached, all cost basis intormation for tne affected position
will need ta be tracked and vpdated by the investar. fnvesters and their Advisors will continue (o receive trade confirmations an
d account statemants reflecting current transactions in their account, If you are uncertain if yout have reached, or are near, the
hfetirne lunit on a particular secunty position i your account, contact Fidelity lnvesuments or your advisor for more detalls.

53 Close Window

https://www2.advisorchannel.com/ac/channel/jsp/do/CBOpenLots?cusip=002824100&as... 11/27/2007




Concreaation oF Divine Provioence RN
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS N Y

November 16, 2007

MILES WHITE

ABBOTT LABORATORIES

100 ABBOTT PARK ROAD
ABBOTT PARK, IL 600654-6400

Dear Mr. White,

On behalf of the CONGREGATION OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE, INC., | write to
give notice that pursuant to the 2008 proxy statement of Abbott Laboratories and
Rule 14a-8 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, CDP,INC. intends to co-file
the attached proposal with the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, NJ at the 2008

- annual meeting of shareholders. CDP, INC. is a beneficial owner of 1,500+ shares of
Abbott Laboratories stock and has held these shares for over one year. In addition, -
the Congregation of Divine Providence intends to hold the shares through the date on
which the Annual Meeting is held.

Sr. Barbara Aires with the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, NJ will be our
representative regarding this resolution and she ¢an be reached at 973-290-5402.

Sincerely,

M Psiowi ol

Sr. Madonna Sangalli, CDP
Treasurer
Congregation of Divine Providence’

RECEIVED
KOV 13 2697
— o] M.D. WHITE

Generalate « P.O. Box 37345 « San Antonio, Texas 78237-0345 - Phone 210-434-1866 - Fax 210-568-1050




Health Care Reform Principles - Pharma
2008 — Abbott Laboratories

The overriding domestic policy zoncern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health care.
Besides the iraqi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has been
universal health care reform.

Most citizens want their government to “guarantee health insurance for ali Americans,” particularly
children. They say they'd pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they disagree about how to
achieve this.

Given such findings, health care reform has become an overriding public policy issue for the health care
industry, including our company. Its paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders regarding the
company's position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times, against the interests of
its stakeholders.

In 2006, the health sector spent $351.1 million to lobby the federal government. This represents 13.8% of
all spending on lobbying. 1t nearly equals similar spending by the financial sector. Within the health
sector, manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care products spent the most. Between
1998 and 2008, the AMA, the American Hospital Association, AARP, and PhRMA spent, respectively, the
second, fourth, sixth, and seventh most on lobbying.

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federal candidates may increase,
they are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to lobby. Most of this
occurs without shareholder consznt and that of other stakeholders whose public policy interests may be
opposed to those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for “fundamental changes in” or
*completely rebuilding” the health care system. Our company can no longer hide behind any veil or
secrecy or argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is “ordinary business,” especially when polls show
that the goals of such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the stated interests of ordinary citizens
such as its consumers.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what they lobby for.
Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company, actually may counter
the underlying interests of its shareholders, therefore,

RESOLVED: shareholders urge the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive health care
reform (such as those based upon principles reported by the Institute of Medicine:

1. Health care coverage should b2 universal.

2. Health care coverage should b2 continuous.

3. Health care coverage should b2 affordable to individuals and famities.

4. The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

5. Health insurance should enharce health and well being by promoting access to high-quality care that is
effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable).

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on their
positions on critical public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially urgent for those
in the health care industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is implementing such
principles and ask feliow shareholders to support this resolution.



—_ THE T

QUANTITATIVE DK
- GROUP1p re TCF

BUILDING AND SUSTAINING WEALTH ACROSS GENERATIONS® C \)ﬁ

November 19, 2007 s/)_BT

2

Miles White V‘\Djﬁ)

Abbott Laboratories

100 Abbott Park Road
Abbott Park, IL 60064-6400
Dear Mr. White;

This letter is to confirm that the Congregarion of Divine Providence account with The
Quantitative Group has held Abbott Laboratories in their portfolio.

CDP originally purchased 280 shares ABT with a cost of $9,500.18 on 06/24/2002. As of
11/19/2007 the account holds 1830shares of Abbott Labs with a value of $101,034.30.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.

Very truly yours,

——

Maurie Kem
Senior Investment Consultant

cc: Sr. Madonna Sangalli

RECEIVED 20 E..i._tf.‘:p
NOV 28 2007 i 21
LAURA J. SCHUMACHER MD- \NH\TE

700 N. St. Mary's, Surte 800 San ANTONIO! TX 78205 www. QUANTGROUP.COM
Ter 210.798.4250 Fax 210.798.4279 Toti-Free 800.798.2420

The Quanricacive Group, LP is an independent Registered Investmene Adviser.
The Quantitative Group is a branch office of, and Securities are offered through WFG [nvestments, [nc.
Member NASD & SIPC.
Registered Representative of WFG Investments, Inc.




Mount . St Scho astica

Benedlctlne Slsters

November 15, 2007

MILES WHITE

ABBOTT LABORATORIES

100 ABBOTT PARK ROAD
ABBOTT PARK, IL . 60064-6400

Dear Mr. White,

On behalf Mount St. Scholastica, | write to give notice that pursuant to the 2008 proxy
statement of Abbott Laboratories and Rule 14a-8 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
the Mount St. Scholastica intends to co-file the attached proposal with the Sisters of Charity
of St. Elizabeth, NJ at the 2008 annual meeting of shareholders. The Mount St. Scholastica
is a beneficial owner of 315 shares and has held these shares for over one year. In addition,
the Mount St. Scholastica interds to hold the shares through the date on which the Annual
Meeting is held.

Sr. Barbara Aires with the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, NJ will be our
representative regarding this resolution and she can be reached at 973-290-5402.

Sincerely,

Rose Marie Stallbaumer 0SB
Treasurer

RECEIVED
RECE!VE:) .
NV LMD, WHITE
LAURA J. SCHUMAGCHER

5015, $TH STREET | ATCHiSON. KS 66002 | 9133606200 . |  FAX 913.360.6190




Health Care Reform Principles - Pharma
2008 - Abbott Laboratories

The overriding domestic policy concern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health care. Besides the
Iragi war, the greatest pubiic policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has been universal health care
reform.

Most citizens want their government to “guarantee health insurance for all Americans,” particularly children,
They say they'd pay higher taxes 1o make this possible, although they disagree about how to achieve this.

Given such findings, heaith care reform has become an overriding public policy issue for the health care
industry, including our company. its paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders regarding the company's
position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times, against the interests of its stakeholders.

In 2008, the health sector spent $351.1 million to lobby the federal gavernment. This represents 13.8% of all
spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial sectar. Within the health sector,
manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care products spent the most. Between 1998 and
2006, the AMA, the American Hospital Association, AARP, and PhRMA spent, respectively, the second, fourth,
sixth, and seventh most on lobbying. .

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federal candidates may increase, they
are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to lobby. Most of this occurs
without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose public policy interests may be opposed to
those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most seclors of the United States for “fundamental changes in" or
“completely rebuilding” the health care system. Our company can no {onger hide behind any veil or secrecy or
argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is “ordinary business,” especially when polls show that the goals of
such labbying may be diametrically opposed to the stated interests of ordinary citizens such as ils consumers.

Existing taw demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what they lobby for.
Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company, actually may counter the
underlying interests of its shareholders, therefore,

RESOQLVED: shareholders urge the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive health care reform
(such as those based upon principles reporied by the Institute of Medicine;

1. Health care coverage should be universal.

2. Heaith care coverage shouid be continuous.

3. Health care coverage shouid be affordable to individuals and families.

4. The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

5. Health insurance should enhance health and well being by promating access to high-quality care that is
effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable).

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on their positions on
critical public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially urgent for those in the health care
industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is implementing such principles and ask fellow
shareholders to support this resolution.
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Global Private Client

2959 N. Rock Road

Suite 200

Wichita, Kansas 67226-1193
316 631 3500 Main

800 777 3993 Toll Free DKK
FAX 316 631 3525
Cc T C/fr/:

November 26, 2007 \5*6—[—’
Mr. Miles White, CEO ~ j%
Abbott Labs |

100 Abbott Park Road

Abbott Park, IL 60064-6400 ﬂ LDB

RE: Mt St Scholastica, TIN# 48-0548363 R ﬁ

@g Merrill Lynch

Dear Mr. White,

This letter shall serve as verification of ownership of 315 shares of Abbott Labs common
stock by the Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scholastica, Inc. Shares are currently held
in street name with Merrill Lynch Pierce, Fenner & Smith Inc. Ownership of stated

shares by Mount St. Scholastica, Inc. has existed for well over one year, and will be held
through the time of the annual meeting.

Please grant all privileges and consideration due the Benedictine Sisters of Mount St.
Scholastica as prescribed by their length of ownership of Abbott Labs common stock.

St

Geringer, aub Haag & Associates

Sincerely,

Cc: Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scholastica, Inc.

RECEIVE.:
NOV 30 20

M.D. WHITE

RECEIVED
NOV 30 2007

LAURA J. SCHUMACHER
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Providence Trust

5165 SW 24th Street  San Antonio, TX 78207-4619

November 16, 2007

MILES WHITE

ABBOTT LABORATORIES

100 ABBOTT PARK ROAD
ABBOTT PARK, iL 60064-6400

Dear Mr. White,

On behalf of PROVIDENCE TRUST, | write to give notice that pursuant
to the 2008 proxy statement of Abbott Laboratories and Rule 14a-8 under the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, Providence Trust intends to co-file the
attached proposal with the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, NJ at the 2008
annual meeting of shareholders. The Trust is a beneficial owner of 2,000+
shares of Abbott Laboratories stock and has held these shares for over one
year. In addition, Providence Trust intends to hold the shares through the date
on which the Annual Meeting is held.

Sr. Barbara Aires with the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, NJ will be

our representative ragarding this resolution and she can be reached at 973-
290-5402.

Sincerely,

A D R A

Sr. Madonna Sangalli, CDP
Trustee/Administrator
Providence Trust

| RECEIVED RECEIVED
NOV 1 9-2007 NOV 19 2607

| LAURA . SCHUMACHER M.D. WHITE




Health Care Reform Principles - Pharma
2008 - Abbott Laboratories

The overriding domestic policy concern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal heaith care.
Besides the Iragi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has been
universal health care reform.

Most citizens want their government to “guarantee health insurance for all Americans,” particularly
children. They say they'd pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they disagree about how to
achieve this.

Given such findings, health care reform has become an overriding public policy issue for the health care
industry, including our company. Its paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders regarding the
company's posilion. Often this occurs in iess-than-transparent ways and, at tirnes, against the interests of
its stakeholders.

fn 2006, the health sector spent $351.1 million to lobby the federal government. This represents 13.8% of
all spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial sector. Within the health
sector, manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care products spent the most. Between
1998 and 2006, the AMA, the American Hospital Association, AARP, and PhRMA spent, reSpectwer the
second, fourth, sixth, and seventh most on lobbying.

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federal candidates may increase,
they are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to lobby. Most of this
occurs without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose public policy interests may be
opposed to those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for “fundamental changes in” or
“completely rebuilding” the health care system. Our company can no longer hide behind any veil or
secrecy or argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is "ordinary business,” especially when polls show
that the goats of such lobbying may be diametrically opposed io the stated interests of ordinary citizens
such as its consumers.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what they lobby for.
Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company, actually may counter
the underlying interests of its shareholders, therefore,

RESQOLVED: sharsholders urge the Board of Directors to adop‘ principles "‘JI‘ comprehensive health care.
reform (such as those based upon principles reported by the Institute of Medicine:

1. Health care coverage should be universal.

2. Health care coverage should be continuous.

3. Health care coverage should be affordable to individuals and families.

4. The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

5. Health insurance should enhance health and well being by promoting access to high-quality care that is
effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable).

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on their
positions on critical public policy issues, such as universai health care. This is especially urgent for those
in the heaith care industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is implementing such
principles and ask fellow shareholders to support this resolution.
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November 19, 2007

Miles White

Abbott Laboratories

100 Abbott Park Road
Abbott Park, IL 60064-6400

Dear Mr. White;

This letter is to confirm that the Providence Trust account with The Quantitative Group
has held Abbott Laboratories in their portfolio.

Providence Trust originally purchased 1350 shares ABT with a cost of $48,956.86 on
06/19/2002. As of 11/19/2007 the account holds 3600 shares of Abbott Labs with a value
of $198,756.00.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.

truly yours,

] —
Maurie Kern

Senior Investment Consultant

cc: Sr. Madonna Sangalli

RECEIVED
NOV 2 6 2007

RECEIVED
M.D. WHITE

700 N. ST Mary's, SUITE 800 San ANTONIO' TX 78205 www.QUANTGROUP.COM
Tet 210.798.4250  Fax 210.798.4279  Towr-Free 800.798.2420

The Quantitative Group, LP is an independent Registered Investmene Adviser.
The Quantirative Group is a branch office of, and Securities are offered through WEG Investments, Inc.
Member NASD & SIPC,
Regiscered Representacive of WG Inve‘scments, Inc.

LAURA J. SCHUMACHER
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(713) 928-6053 » (713) 921-2949 FAX mD 6

November 7, 2007

Mr. Miles White, CEO

Abbott Laboratories

100 Abbott Park Road

Abbott Park, lilinois 60064-5400

Dear Mr. White,

RR

As Director of Corporate Social Responsibility for The Congregation of the Sisters of Charity
of the Incarnate Word, Houston, Texas. I am hereby authorized to notify you of our intention
to submit the shareholder proposal Health Care Principles for the Healthcare Industry in
coordination with Sister Barbara Aires, SC of The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth who

" shall serve as the primary centact for the shareholder group. We hereby support its inclusion

in the proxy statement in accordance with Rule 14(a)(8) of the General Rules and
Regulations of the Securities and Exchange Act of 1934.

The Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word Houston, Texas, is the
beneficial owner of 100 shares of Abbott Laboratories stock. Verification of beneficial
ownership will be forwarded. under separate cover. We have held stock for over one year and
plan to continue to hold shares through the 2008 shareholder meeting.

Sincerely,

- /
/%d——- 4. %"//‘/
Sister Lillian Anne Healy, CCVI
Director of Corporate Social Responsibility

IC

cC! Sister Barbara Aires, SC
Sisters of Charity of Szint Elizabeth
P.0.Box 476

Convent Station, New Jersey 07961-0476

Mr. Gary Brouse, Program Director
ICCR

475 Riverside Dnive,
Mewlonk NY. 101

RECEIVED | =-srveD
NOV 6 9 7007

wUv -9 2637

JAIIRA | AU sAALIEe ARA M WAA 11 P



Health Care Principles for the Health Care Industry

The overriding domestic policy concern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health
care. Besides the Iraqi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has
been universal health care reform.

Most citizens want their government to “guarantee health insurance for all Americans,”
particularly children. They say they’d pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they disagree
about how to achieve this.

Given such findings, health care reform has become an overriding public policy issue for the
health care industry, including our company. Its paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders
regarding the company’s position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times,
against the interests of its stakeholders.

In 2006, the health sector spent $351.1 million to lobby the federal government. This
represents 13.8% of all spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial
sector. Within the health sector, manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care
products spent the most. Between 1998 and 2006, the AMA, the American Hospital Association,
AARP, and PhRMA spent, respectively, the second, fourth, sixth, and seventh most on lobbying.

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federal candidates
may increase, they are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to
lobby. Most of this occurs without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose public
policy interests may be opposed o those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for “fundamental
changes in” or “completely rebuilding” the health care system. Our company can no longer hide
behind any veil or secrecy or argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is “ordinary business,”
especially when polls show that the goals of such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the
stated interests of ordinary citizens such as its consumers.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what
they lobby for. Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company,
actually may counter the underlying interests of its shareholders, therefore,

RESOLVED: shareholders urge the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive health

care reform (such as those based upon principles reported by the Institute of Medicine:

Health care coverage should be universal.

Health care coverage shonld be continuous.

Health care coverage should be affordable to individuals and families.

The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

Health insurance should enhance health and well being by promoting access to high-quality
care that is effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable).

o

Supporting Statemnent

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on
their positions on critical public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially
urgent for those in the health care industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is
implementing such principles anl ask fellow shareholders to support this resolution.

2008HealthPrinciplesForHealthindustry.10.04.07 499 words, excluding titles



CONGREGATION
of the
SISTERS of CHARITY of the INCARNATE WORD

P.O. BOX 230969 * 6510 LAWNDALE * HOUSTON, TEXAS 77223-0969
(713) 928-6053 * (713) 921-2949 FAX

November 21, 2007

Deborah K. Koenen, Senior Counsel
Abbott Laboratories ‘
Securities and Benefits

Dept. 032Lm Bldg, AO6A-2

100 Abbott Park

Abbott Park, IL 60064-6011

Dear Ms. Koenen,
In response to your letter dated November ll9, 2007 [ would like to clarify. On behalf of
the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, I do net intend to
include the title of the shareholder resolution in Abbott’s proxy statement.
Sincerely,
. . /
%L d' %—‘ﬁ/
Sister Lillian Anne Healy, CCVI
Director of Corporate Social Responsibility

LAH/jc




Citibank, N.A.
111 Wall Street

New York, NY 10005 : el R RR

November 7, 2007

Mr. Miles White
Abbott Laboratories
100 Abbott Park Road
Abbott Park, IL. 60064
Tel# 847-937-3417

it has been requested by the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the
Incarnate Word that we verify proof of ownership of Abbott Laboratories stock. We,
Citibank N.A. as Custodian for the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the
Incarnate Word verify that the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate
Word has been a continuous owner of Abbott Laboratories stock with market value
of at least $2,000.00 for a period of at least one year. The Congregation will retain
shares with market value of at least $2,000.00 through the annual meeting.

Smcerely,
MAREX WIDELSKI
Vice President
///‘7; Master Tnist & Custody
111 Wall Stoet / ¥ath F/ ¥4
(212) 657-3122
Marek Widelski

Vice President
Citibank N.A Custodian for Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word

Cc: Sister Lillian Anne Healy

RECE!VED
FARTANET V:D

NOV 0 9 2007 1 it
WUV - 8 2001
MD WHITFE

LAURA J. SCHUMACHER




Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary
Finance Office » U.S.-Ontario Administrative Centre

November 16, 2007

Miles White

CEQ and Chair

Abbott Laboratories

100 Abbott Park Road
Abbott Park, IL 60064-6400

Dear Mr. White,

As you are aware, each day more and more Americans are finding their health and well being compromised by
their lack of access to affordable health care. This is currently the most significant social policy issue in the
United States. We know that Abbott is very involved in this critical public policy issue. We expect the Company
to be a leader in adopting and acting on principles for comprehensive, equitable health care reform, and to be
accountable to shareholders and the public for its actions.

The Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary U.S. - Ontario Province are co-filing the enclosed resolution
with the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth for action at the next annual meeting. We submit it for inclusion in
the proxy statement in accordance with Rule 14(a}(8) of the General Rules and Regulations of the Secunities and
Exchange Act of 1934. A representative of the filers will attend the annual meeting to move the resolution as
required by SEC rules.

The Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary U.S.- Ontario Province is the beneficial owner of at least
$2000 worth of Abbott common stock. Letters verifying our ownership are enclosed. We have held the requisite
amount of stock for over one year and intend to maintain ownership through the annual meeting in 2008.

For matters relating to this resolution, please contact our authorized representative, Sr. Barbara Aires,
973.290.5402; baires@scnj.org

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ja&u %ﬂf %&W WI‘A"“ ’ dr?qw-
Sister Mary Ellen Holohan, snjm
Treasurer

Enc.: Resolution HECE‘VED

Verification of ownership
NOV 1 9 2007

RECEIVED
NOV 19 2607
LAURAJ.SCHUMACHER MD WH'TE

P.O. Box 398, Marylhurst, OR 97036 + (503) 675-7100 » FA.X (503) 675-7138 » Toll-free | (877) 296-7100



Health Care Reform Principles - Pharma
2008 — Abbott Laboratories

The overmiding domestic policy concem of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health
care. Besides the traqi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has
been universal health care reform.

Most citizens want their government to' "guarantee health insurance for all Americans,”
particularly children. They say they'd pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they
disagree about how to achieve this.

Given such findings, health care reform has become an overmiding public policy issue for the
health care industry, including our company. its paid lobbyists seek 10 influence elected leaders

regarding the company's position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times,
againsi the interests of its stalieholders.

tn 20086, the health sector spent $351.1 million to lobby the federal govemment. This represents
13.8% of all spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial sector. Within
the health sector, manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care products spent
the most. Between 1988 and 2006, the AMA, the American Hospita! Association, AARP, and
PhRMA spent, respectively, the second, fourth, sixth, and seventh most on lobbying.

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federal candidates may
increase, they are projected to be dwarfed by the overali amount the health industry spends to
lobby. Most of this occurs without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose
public policy interests may be opposed to those of our company.

Cusrently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for “fundamental
changes in" or "completely rebuilding® the health care system. Our company can no fonger hide
behind any veil or secrecy or argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is *ordinary business,”
especially when polls show that the goals of such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the
stated interests of ordinary cilizens such as its consumers.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what they
lobby for. Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company,
actually may counter the undarying interests of its shareholders, therefore,

RESOLVED: shareholders urge the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive
health care reform (such as those based upon principles reported by the Institute of Medicine:

1. Health care coverage should be universal.

2. Health care coverage should be continuous.

3. Health care coverage should be affordable to individuals and families.

4. The health insurance stratagy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

5. Health insurance should enhance health and well being by promoting access to high-quality
care that is effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable),

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on their
positions on critical public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially urgent
for those in the health care indusiry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is
implementing such principles and ask fellow shareholders to support this resolution.




THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON

November 13, 2007
To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is to verify that Sisters of the Holy Names of Mary and Jesus owns 7,000
shares of ABBOTT LABORATORIES common stock. Sisters of the Holy Names of
Jesus and Mary owned the: required amount of securities on November 13, 2007 and
have continuously owned the securities for at least 12 months prior to November 13,
2007. At least the minimum number of shares required will continue to be held through
the time of the company's next annual meeting.

This security is currently held by The Bank of New York Mellon who serves as custodian

for Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary. The shares are registered in our
nominee name at The Bank of New York Mellon.

Sincerely, ~

=7

‘Rachael Manning <

1M1 Sanders Creek Parkway, East Syracuse, NY 13057




Office Of The Treasurer % Y.

B8 Sisters of the Holy Spirit
and Mary Immaculate

November 14, 2007

MILES WHITE

ABBOTT LABORATORIES

100 ABBOTT PARK ROAD
ABBOTT PARK, iL 60064-6400

Dear Mr. White,

On behalf Sisters of the: Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate, | write to give notice that
pursuant to the 2008 proxy statement of Abbott Laboratories and Rule 14a-8 under the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary immaculate intends
to co-file the attached proposal with the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, NJ at the 2008
annual meeting of shareholders. The Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate is a
beneficial owner of over 2,000 shares and has held these shares for over one year. In
addition, the Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary immaculate intends to hold the shares
through the date on which the Annual Meeting is held.

Sr. Barbara Aires with the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, NJ will be our
representative regarding this resolution and she can be reached at 973-290-5402.

Sincerely,

/ /;ﬁ“‘j‘: &f«lméé_; X‘B’fm\

Sister Gabriella Lohan
General Treasurer

SGL: mjh

"\'_f”“":‘/ED

RECE!VED [ R e
NOV 2 0 2007 KOV 2U il
M.D. WHITE

LAURA J. SCHUMACHER

Holy Spirit Convent
301 Yucca Street * San Antonio, Texas 78203-2399 + 210-533-5149 » Fax 210-533-3434 « e-mail: gabriella@shsp.org




Hezlth Care Reform Principles - Pharma
2008 — Abbott Laboratories

The overriding domestic policy cancern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health care. Besides the
{raqi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has been universal health care
reform.

Most citizens want their government to “*guarantee health insurance for all Americans,” particularly children.
They say they'd pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they disagree about how to achieve this.

Given such findings, health care reform has become an overriding public policy issue for the health care
industry, including our company. Its paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders regarding the company's
position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times, against the interests of its stakeholders.

In 2006, the health sector spent $351.1 million to lobby the federa! government. This represents 13.8% of all
spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial sector. Within the health sector,
manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other heafth care products spent the most. Between 1998 and
2006, the AMA, the American Hospital Association, AARP, and PhRMA spent, respectively, the second, fourth,
sixth, and seventh most on lobbying.

Although contributions from the hezith sector to presidential and other federal candidates may increase, they
are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to lobby. Most of this occurs
without sharehoider consent and that of other stakeholders whose publfic policy interests may be opposed to
those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for ‘fundamental changes in” or
‘completely rebuilding” the health care system. Our company can no longer hide behind any veil or secrecy or
argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is "ordinary business,” especially when polis show that the goals of
such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the stated interests of ordinary citizens such as its consumers.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what they lobby for.
Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company, actually may counter the
underlying interests of its shareholders, therefore,

RESOLVED: shareholders urge the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive health care reform
(such as those based upon principles reported by the institute of Medicine:

1. Health care coverage should be Universal.

2. Heatlth care coverage should be continuous.

3. Health care coverage should be affordable to individuals and families.

4. The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

5. Health insurance should enhance health and well being by promoting access to high-quality care that is
effective, efficient, safs, timely, patient-centered, and equitable).

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on their positions on
critica! public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially urgent for those in the health care
industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is implementing such principles and ask fellow
shareholders to support this resolution.




W,
%S Frost Bank
(210) 220-4438

FAX {210) 220-3809

Post Office Box 1600

San Antonio, Texas 78296-1600 November 15, 2007
Mr. Miles White TO.: ?(Ij(;(
Abbott Laboratories e CVB
100 Abbott Park Road IBT
Abbott Park, IL 60064-6400 JAB
MDB
RR

Dear Mr. White:

RE: F0638800 Holy Spirit Trust
I have been instructed by Sister Gabriella Lohan, the general treasurer of The Sisters of
the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate, to confirm to you by this letter, that the above
referenced account holds Abbott Laboratories stock valued in excess of $2,000.00, and
has held such stock for more than one year. Specifically, The Holy Spirit Trust has 100
shares of Abbott Laboratories. We have been further instructed to hold such stock at
least through Abbott Laboratories' next annual shareholder meeting.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

ce: Sister Gabnella I.ohan

|
JHF/trs
Ted Davis

| RECE!VED RECEIVED
NOV 19-2007 KUV 19 2607
Lauray.scHUMACHER | M. D. WHITE

A subsidiary of Cullen / Frost Bankers, Inc. NYSE Symbol: CFR.’
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K\Ij)vember 12, 2007 G U /2
Mr. Miles White, CEO 357’
Abbott Laboratories

r

100 Abbott Park Road

Abbott Park, IL 60064-6400 W
Dear Mr. White, IND 12,
The Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother share the concern of many U.S. citizens over all /,2 f’2
those persons who cannot afford health care coverage. We are sure that you also share

that concem.

I am hereby authorized to notify you of our intention to co-file a resolution sponsored by
the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, NJ. The resolution asks the company to adopt
principles for comprehensive health care reform. The Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother
submit this resolution for inclusion in the proxy statement, in accordance with Rule 14,
A-8 of the General Rules and Regulations of the Securities and Exchange Act of 1934.

The Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother own over 6,000 shares and will maintain ownership
of sufficient shares until after the annual meeting. The report from our custodian is
enclosed.

If you should, for any reason, desire to oppose the adoption of this proposal at the
stockholders’ meeting, please include in the corporation’s proxy material the stockholder

resolution and supporting statement as required by the aforementioned Rules and
Regulations.

Please contact Sr. Barbara Aires at 973-290-5402 if any questions arise. Thank you for
your attention to this.

We continue to be open to dialogue with Abbott Laboratories on this topic.

Sincerely,

Q./uﬁm %4 OM;QZ- @M

Sister M. Cecile Paulik

Controller Interim Director of Data Management
Ministry Health Care
o ——— P ey Y i § o
MUV

Ce: ICCR RECEIVED CziVED
475 Riverside Drive- Room 1842 KOV 15 0]
New York, NY 10115 EDV 15 2001[ 2Ll

s | MD. WHITE

038 Narth Deerbrook Trail = Browa Deer. Wisconsin §3223-21434 » Viojce 4]3-337-83920 « Fay 41333724930
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Health Care Principles for the Health Care Industry

The overriding domestic policy concern of U.S. citizens involves some form of universal health
care. Besides the Iraqi war, the greatest public policy issue in the 2008 presidential campaign has
been universal health care reform.

Most citizens want their government to “guarantee health insurance for all Americans,”
particularly children. They say they’d pay higher taxes to make this possible, although they disagree
about how to achieve this.

Given such findings, health care reform has become an overriding public policy issue for the
health care industry, including our company. Its paid lobbyists seek to influence elected leaders
regarding the company’s position. Often this occurs in less-than-transparent ways and, at times,
against the interests of its stakeholders.

In 2006, the health sector spent $351.1 million to lobby the federal government. This
represents 13.8% of all spending on lobbying. It nearly equals similar spending by the financial
sector. Within the health sector, manufacturers of drugs, medical devices, and other health care
products spent the most. Between 1998 and 2006, the AMA, the American Hospital Association,
AARP, and PhRMA spent, respectively, the second, fourth, sixth, and seventh most on lobbying.

Although contributions from the health sector to presidential and other federal candidates
may increase, they are projected to be dwarfed by the overall amount the health industry spends to
lobby. Most of this occurs without shareholder consent and that of other stakeholders whose public
policy interests may be opposed to those of our company.

Currently, there is broad support across most sectors of the United States for “fundamental
changes in” or “completely rebuilding” the health care system. Our company can no longer hide
behind any veil or secrecy or argue that its lobbying to affect public policy is “ordinary business,”
especially when polls show that the goals of such lobbying may be diametrically opposed to the
stated interests of ordinary citizens such as its consumers.

Existing law demands companies reveal the amount they spend on lobbying but not what
they lobby for. Because such lobbying by the health care industry, including that of our company,
actually may counter the underlying interests of its shareholders, therefore,

RESOLVED: shareholders urgte the Board of Directors to adopt principles for comprehensive health

care reform (such as those baszd upon principles reported by the Institute of Medicine:

Health care coverage should be universal.

Health care coverage should be continuous.

Health care coverage should be affordable to individuals and families.

The health insurance strategy should be affordable and sustainable for society.

Health insurance should enhance health and well being by promoting access to high-quality
care that is effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable).

Lol

Supporting Statement

As shareholders, we believe publicly-held companies should be accountable to the public on
their positions on critical public policy issues, such as universal health care. This is especially
urgent for those in the health care industry. We urge the Board to report annually about how it is
implementing such principles and ask fellow shareholders to support this resolution.

2008HealthPrinciplesForHealthIndustry.10.04.07 499 words, excluding titles
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Deboerah K. Koenen Abbon Laboratories Tal: {847} 938-6168
Senlar Counsel Securites and Benefte Fax: {847) 938-9482
Dapt. 0321, Bldg. APBA-2 E-mel: deborah kosnen@abbott.con
100 Abbott Park
Abbam Park, iL 80064-6071
November 19, 2007 Via Federal Express

Sister M. Cecile Paulik
Controller

Sister of the Sorrowful Mother
intarnational Finance, Inc.
9056 North Deerbrook Trail
Brown Deer, W153223-2454

Dear Sister Paulik:

This letter acknowledges receipt of your
shareholder proposal and proof of stock
ownership. Your proposal containg 499 words,
excluding the title. Rule 14a-8 of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1834 sets a 500-word fimitation
fer shareholder proposals, Please confirm that
you do not intend the title of the shareholder
proposal 1o be included in Abbott's proxy
siatement.

Our 2008 Shareholders Meeting is currantly
scheduled to be held on Friday, April 26, 2008.

Sincerely,

OU@M/{'» L /!(//(aﬂf»&w_-

Deborah K. Koenen J y
) caﬁ{‘;m) thal Lo
ot iritand The T
At fe ameluded,
T Cocste 2
Abbott

A Promise for Life




Exhibit C

Proponents’ Representatives

Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth
Sister Barbara Aires, SC

Coordinator of Corporate Responsibility
P.O. Box 476

Convent Station, NJ 07961-0476

P: 973-290-5402

F: 973-290-5441

Email: baires@scnj.org

Basilian Fathers of Toronto
Margaret Weber

Corporate Responsibility Director
Congregation of St. Basil

15015 Piedmont

Detroit, MI 48223

P: 313-272-5820

Email: weber@igc.org

Benedictine Sisters Charitable Trust (Texas)
Sr. Susan Mika, OSB

Director, Corporate Responsibility

285 Oblate Drive

San Antonio, TX 78216

P: 210-348-6704

F: 210-348-6745

Benedictine Sisters of Virginia

Sister Henry Marie Zimmermann, OSB
Treasurer

Saint Benedict Monastery

9535 Linton Hall Road

Bristow, VA 20136-1217

P: 703-361-0106

Camilla Madden Charitable Trust

Margaret Weber

Representative for the Camilla Madden Charitable Trust
Coordinator of Corporate Responsibility

Adrian Dominican Sisters

1257 E. Siena Heights Drive

Adrian, MI 49221

P: 517-266-3521

Email: mweber@adriandominicans.org



Catholic Health Initiatives
Colleen Scanion

Senior Vice President, Advocacy
1999 Broadway , Suite 2600
Denver, CO 80202-4004

P: 303-383-2693

F: 303-298-9690

Catholic Healthcare Partners
Michael D. Connelly

President and CEO

615 Elsinore Place

Cincinnati, OH 45202

P: 513-639-2800

F: 513-639-2700

Catholic Healthcare West

Susan Vickers, RSM

Vice President Community Health
185 Berry Street, Suite 300

San Francisco, CA 94107-17:9
P: 415-438-5500

F: 415-438-5724

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration
Sr. Valerie Stark, O.S.B.

Treasurer

Benedictine Monastery

31970 State Highway P

Clyde, MO 64432-8100

P: 660-944-2221

F: 660-944-2133

Congregation of Divine Providence, Inc.
Sr. Madonna Sangalli, CDP

Treasurer

P.O. Box 37345

San Antonio, TX 78237-0345

515 Southwest 24™ Street

San Antonio, TX 78207-4619

P: 210-434-1866

F: 210-568-1050



Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine Sisters
Rose Marie Stallbaumer, OSB

Treasurer

801 South 8" Street

Atchison, KS 66002

P: 913-360-6200

F: 913-360-6190

Providence Trust

Sr. Madonna Sangalli, CDP
Trustee/Administrator

515 SW 24" Street

San Antonio, TX 78207-4619

The Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word,
Houston, Texas

Sister Lillian Anne Healy, CCVI

Director of Corporate Social Responsibility

P. O. Box 230969

6510 Lawndale

Houston , TX 77223-0969

P: 713-928-6053

F: 713-921-2949

Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary U.S.-Ontario Province
Sister Mary Ellen Holohan, snjm

Treasurer

P.O. Box 398

Marylhurst, OR 97036

P: 877-296-7100

F: 503-675-7138

Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate
Sister Gabriella Lohan

General Treasurer

Holy Spirit Convent

301 Yucca Street

San Antonio, TX 78203-2399

P: 210-533-5149

F: 210-533-3434

Email: Gabriella@shsp.org




Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother International Finance, Inc.
Sister M. Cecile Paulik

Controller

9056 North Deerbrook Trail

Brown Deer, W1 53223-2454

P: 414-357-8940

F. 414-357-8950
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Securities and Exchange Commission
Division of Corporation Finance

Office of Chief Counsel

100 F Street, N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20549

Re:  Abboilt Laboratories — Shareholder Proposal Submitted by

Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth, Basilian Fathers of Toronto,
Benedictine Sisters Charitable Trust (Texas), Benedictine Sisters
of Virginia, Camilla Madden Charitable Trust, Catholic Health
Initiatives, Catholic Healthcare Partners,. Catholic Healthcare
Waest, Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration,
Congregation of Divine Providence, Inc., Mount St. Scholastica
Benedictine Sisters, Providence Trust, Sisters of Charity of the
Incarnate Word, Houston, Texas, Sisters of the Holy Names of
Jesus and Mary U.S.-Ontario Province, Sisters of the Holy Spirit

and Mary Immaculate and Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother
International Finance, Inc.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

On December 27, 2007, Abbott Laboratories submitted a request for a
no-action letter to the Division of Corporation Finance requesting that the Staff
concur with our view that, for the reasons stated in the request, the
stockholder proposal (the “Proposal”) submitted by Sisters of Charity of Saint
Elizabeth, Basilian Fathers of Toronto, Benedictine Sisters Charitable Trust
(Texas), Benedictine Sisters of Virginia, Camilla Madden Charitable Trust,
Catholic Health Initiatives, Catholic Healthcare Partners, Catholic Healthcare
West, Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Congregation of Divine
Providence, Inc., Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine Sisters, Providence Trust,
Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, Houston, Texas, Sisters of the Holy
Names of Jesus anc Mary U.S.-Ontario Province, Sisters of the Holy Spirit
and Mary Immaculate and Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother International

Finance, Inc. (the “Proponents”) may properly be omitted from the proxy
materials for Abbott’s 2008 annual meeting of shareholders.

Abbott
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Securities and Exchange Commission
Division of Corporation Finance

Office of Chief Counsel

January 7, 2008

Page 2

On January 3, 2008, Abbott received a letter from Sister Barbara Aires,
Coordinator of Corporate Responsibility of Sisters of Charity of Saint
Elizabeth. The letter informed Abbott that the Sisters of Charity of Saint
Elizabeth, as “Lead/primary filer” authorized to act on behalf of the
Proponents, were withdrawing the Proposal. {Each of the other Proponents,
in their original cover letters to us, copies of which were included with our
original request, either expressly designated Sister Barbara Aires as their
representative or the primary filer, or stated that they were co-filing or filing in
conjunction, coordination or collaboration with the Sisters of Charity of Saint
Elizabeth, and Sister Barbara Aires informed Abbott that she had confirmed
the withdrawal with each of the other Proponents.) A copy of the withdrawal
letter is enclosed as Exhibit A. We understand that Sister Barbara Aires sent
a letter directly to the Securities and Exchange Commission confirming the
withdrawal of the Proposal, a copy of which is attached to the withdrawal
letter.

Based on the withdrawal of the Proposal by the Proponents, Abbott is
hereby withdrawing the request for a no-action letter. A copy of this letter is
being provided to each Proponent.

If the Staff has any questions or comments with respect to the
foregoing, please contact me at 847.938.3591 or Deborah Koenen at :
847.938.6166. We may also be reached by facsimile at 847. 938.9492, ‘

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

;Mi/-’/é‘”;?f

John A. Berry
Enclosures

cc:  All representatives of the Proponents listed in Exhibit B.
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Exhibit A

Withdrawal Notification
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Tinn \nate .,

U Cmarary
LVLALH
At

P.0. BOX 476, CONVENT STATION, NEW JERSEY 07961-0476

FAX TRANSMISSION

Date #Mi%%.gg??

Please deliver immediately upon receipt to the following:

10 Wf(/ ’%WV MW
Affrtl Fafmalirees:

FAX #: f{t’]*/qﬂ’* 949 2-

FROM: Lutin ritrra Guves.

Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth
P.O. Box 476
Convent Statlon, INJ 079631-0476

Telephone:  (579) 200- 540 2-

Fax: (973) 290

Niember of pages including cover sheet: ____

The dom:compﬂzying this :ax transmicsion way ocontain confidential infermation.

All information is intendad only for the usa of the above-named recipient. If you are
oot ths named reciplent, you are not authorized to zead, disclopse, copy, diastxibute,
or take any action in reliance on the information and any action other than immediate
dalivery Lo che namad raeirlent is strietly pzohibited. If yeu have recsived chis
form in erxor, notify sender by telephons to arzamge for a zeturn of the original
documents,
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January 2, 2008
Mr. Miles White, CEO
Abbott Laboratornes
100 Abbott Park Road
Abbott Park, Dllinois 60064-64.00
. By Fax 847-938 9492
Oxizigal by mail

Dear Mr, White,

Members of the Imterfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility had looked forward to an
informative and instructive dialogue with representstives of Abbott Laboratories on needed
healthcare reform for all in the United States and our Company's position with tespect to same.
We continue to welcome dialogue with you and your colleagues.

I am authorized to advise you that the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth hercby
withdraw the shareholder resolation cntitled, “Healthcare Principles for the Health Care

Industry”, we submitted for inclnsion in the 2008 Proxy Statement for consideration of the
sharcholders.

I am also authorized as the Lead/p:mary filer to wrthdnw the aforesaid resolution for the
following organizations:

Basilian Fathers of Toronto

Benedictine Sisters Charitable Trust (Texas)
Benedictne Sisters of Virginia

Camilla Madden Charitable Trust (Michigan)

Catholic Health Initiatives (Colorado)

Catholic Healtheare Partners (Ohio)

Catholic Healthcare West (Californis)

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration (Missomm)
Congregation of Divine Providence (Texas)

flo72.290.na02
fie73.290.54471

.2, BOXx 474
CONVENTBTATION
NMEW JERGEY
QTP AarY-D4ATE

SAREEGEANI. GRT
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Mount Scholatica Benedictine Sisters, Providence Trust (Texas)

The Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word (Texas)
Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary U.S. - Ontario Province (Oregon)
Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate (Texas)

Sisters of the Somowful Mother Intemationaf Finance (Wisconsin)

Enclosed is a copy of my lettex to the Securities and Exchange Commission notifying them of the
withdrawal of the resolution.

We look forward to discussion with our Company.

Sincerely, .
Acliv Barbain Fnrea

Sister Barbara Aires, SC
Coordinator of Corporate Regponsibility

Enc.
cc: To all filers listed above

SBA/an
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January 2, 2008

Securities and Exchange Comniission
Judiciary Plaza

450 Fifth Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20549

Dear Madam/Sir:
The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth hereby withdraw the shareholder resolution entitled,

“Healthcare Principles for the Health Care Industry,” we submitted as sharebolders in
Abbott Laboratories for inchusion in the 2008 Proxy Statement.

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to Mr. Miles White, CEO of Abbott Laboratories indicating the
withdrawal of the resolution for consideration at the 2008 Annual Meeting.

Sincerely,
Sl rpednen Hirsa

Sister Barbara Aires, SC
Coordinator of Corporate Responsibility

Ene,
SBA/an

unv:.aoo.nu:z
" f»va.2z20.34a)

ke ———————
P.O. BOoXx 474
CoNvENTATATION
NEW JERSEY
79 81,0470
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Exhibit B
Proponents’ Representatives

Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth
Sister Barbara Aires, SC

Coordinator of Corporate Responsibility
P.O. Box 476

Convent Station, NJ 07961-0476

P: 973-290-5402

F: 973-290-5441

Email: baires@scnj.org

Basilian Fathers of Toronto
Margaret Weber

Corporate Responsibility Director
Congregation of St. Basil

15015 Piedmont

Detrait, MI 48223

P: 313-272-5820

Email: weber@igc.org

Benedictine Sisters Charitable Trust (Texas)
Sr. Susan Mika, 0SB

Director, Corporate Responsibility

285 Oblate Drive

San Antonio, TX 78216

P: 210-348-6704

F: 210-348-6745

Benedictine Sisters of Virginia

Sister Henry Marie Zimmermann, OSB
Treasurer

Saint Benedict Monastery

9535 Linton Hall Road

Bristow, VA 20136-1217

P: 703-361-0106

Camilla Madden Charitable Trust

Margaret Weber

Representative for the Camilla Madden Charitable Trust
Coordinator of Corporate Responsibility

Adrian Dominican Sisters

1257 E. Siena Heights Drive

Adrian, Ml 49221

P: 517-266-3521

Email: mweber@adriandominicans.org
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Catholic Health Initiatives
Colleen Scanlon

Senior Vice President, Advocacy
1999 Broadway , Suite 2600
Denver, CO 80202-4004

P: 303-383-2693

F: 303-298-9690

Catholic Healthcare Partners
Michael D. Connelly
President and CEO

615 Elsinore Place
Cincinnati, OH 45202

P: 513-639-2800

F: 513-639-2700

Catholic Healthcare West

Susan Vickers, RSM

Vice President Community Health
185 Berry Street, Suite 300

San Francisco, CA 94107-1739
P: 415-438-5500

F: 415-438-5724

Benedictine Converit of Perpstual Adoration
Sr. Valerie Stark, O.3.B.

Treasurer

Benedictine Monastery

31970 State Highway P

Clyde, MO 64432-8100

P: 660-944-2221

F: 660-944-2133

Congregation of Divine Providencs, Inc.
Sr. Madonna Sangalli, CDP

Treasurer

P.O. Box 37345

San Antonio, TX 78237-0345

515 Southwest 24™ Street

San Antonio, TX 78207-4619

P: 210-434-1866

F: 210-568-1050
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Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine Sisters
Rose Marie Stalibaumer, OSB

Treasurer

801 South 8" Street

Atchison, KS 66002

P: 913-360-6200

F: 913-360-6190

Providence Trust

Sr. Madonna Sangelli, CDP
Trustee/Administrator

515 SW 24" Street

San Antonio, TX 78207-4619

The Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word,
Houston, Texas

Sister Lillian Anne Healy, CCVI

Director of Corporale Social Responsibility

P. O. Box 230969

6510 Lawndale

Houston , TX 77223-0969

P: 713-928-6053

F: 713-921-2949

Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary U.S.-Ontario Province
Sister Mary Ellen Helohan, snjm

Treasurer

P.0. Box 398

Marylhurst, OR 97036

P: 877-296-7100

F: 503-675-7138

Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate
Sister Gabriella Lohan

General Treasurer

Holy Spirit Convent

301 Yucca Street

San Antonio, TX 78203-2399

P: 210-533-5149

F: 210-533-3434

Email: Gabriella@shsp.org
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Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother International Financs, Inc.
Sister M. Cecile Paulik

Controller

9056 North Deerbrcok Trail

Brown Deer, Wl 53223-2454

P: 414-357-8940

F: 414-357-8950

| \‘E‘.j@
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