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ERSTE GROUP

INVESTOR INFORMATION Vienna, October 13, 2008

Erste Group welcomes Austrian Federal Government banking package

The Austrian Federal Government has presented a package of measures worth EUR 700 billion to strengthen
confidence in the Austrian rmoney and financial markets in a bid to shield Austria’s sound banking system against
negative impacts of the international financial crisis. Mechanisms will be provided to the domestic banks to, firsily,
strengthen their capital base and, secondly, secure access 1o adequate liquidity.

“We are going to carefully evaluate the mechanisms offered by the government and make use of instruments that
are appropriate for Erste Groug and are in the econemic interest of our shareholders, employees, and clients. By
utilising these mechanisms for Erste Group we wish to ensure that thig crisis, which originated far from our
geographical and commetcial reach, will not have any massive impacts in our region,” Treichl said.

These measures have bean designed ta not anly strengthen the domestic financial syatam and shield it against the
impacts of the financial crisis. They will, in addition, support the continued economic growth in Austria and in
Central and Eastern Europe and enable domestic businesses to continue to fully explait the opportunities arising in
these countries.

The package at a glance
The package presented consists of the following campanents:

1. Sirengthening the interbank market: In order to’'solve the banks’ liquidity problems that are resulting fram
the currently dysfunctional interbank market, a speciat entity will be set up for handling interbank deposits
and loans. This “clearing agent” will be guarantesd by the state. in addition, a number of steps witl be
taken 10 give the banks easier access to the National Bank's shorl-term refinancing facilities.

2. Strengthening the long-term liquidity and the equity base of eredit institutions and insurance comparnies:
A wide range of instruments has been adopted to strengthen the capital base of credit institutions and
insurance companies to keap overall economic activity in balance and pratect the Austrian econamy.
These instruments include guarantees for liabllities, the extension of eredit, and the injection of fresh
capital.

3. Expansion af deposit protection scheme: The deposits of private individuats wil enjoy full protection under
the deposit protection scheme,

In the most difficult year for the financial industry Erste Group will report the strongest capital ratio inv its history. At
the same time the Group has already fully covered its long term funding needs for the current fizcal year.

Far mere infarmation, please conlact
Erste Group, Investar Relatlons, Graben 21, 1010 Vienna, Austria, Fax: *43 (0) 5 01008 13112

Guabiiale Werzer, Tel. +43 (0) 5 0100 Exd. 11256, E-mail: gabriele.werzer@earstegroup.com
Thomas Sommerauer, Tal. +43 (0) 5 0100 Ext. 17326, E-mall; thomas sommeraver@erstegroup,Com
Petor Makray, Tel ~43 () 5 0100 Ext. 16678, E-msil; petar.makray@ersiegroup.com

This releasc is alsg available on our website at httf/Averw acstegroup camifinvestartzlations in the news saclion.
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ERSTE GROUP

INVESTOR INFORMATION Vienna, October 10, 2008

Erste Group: Information on lceland exposure

Erste Group's exposure to Iceland, mainly in the form of senior bank debi split between the major
Icelandic banks, is limited to EUR 300 million. As the settlement procedures have not yet started
recovery rates are to be determined.

As announced recently, Erste Group will provide an update on guidance with Q3 results and at the
Capital Markets Day in December 2008.

Far mare information, please contacl:
Erste Group, Investar Relations, Graben 21, 1010 Vienna, Austria, Fax; ~43 (0) 5 01009 13112

Gabriele Werzer, Tel. +A3 (D) 5 0100 Ext. 11286, E-mail: gabriale.werzer@erstegroup.com
Thomas Scmmerauer, Tel, +43 (0) 5 0100 Ext. 17326, E-mail: thomas . sommerauar@erstegroup.com
Putur Maksay. Tel, +43 (0) 5 0100 Ext. 162878, E-magil; peter.makray@erstegroup.com

This release is also available on cur website at htip:www.orslagroup.comlinvestorralations in the naws section.

Seile 11

GESAMT SEITEM @2




G P L =t AL Iy = Eerale bRANS INVES TR KELRT +43 1 531 3112 S.@1/03

— . ERSTE GROUR BANK Graben 21 Firmensitz Wian
" AG ~HJ10 Wien Gerichtsstand Wien
7 Tel.: +43 (0)5 G100 ~ 50100 FB-Nr. 33209 m
v Fax: +43 {0)5 D100 9 —10100 DVR 0031213, BLZ 20100
W atak R e
R=CEIVED
HANCT tu A k3

FAX-UBERMITTLUNG/TRANSMISSION

SR RLIINNATN

Absendet/From ' EmpfingeriTo PG TR e
Fima_ Erste Group Bank AG Flrma SEC Headquarters
Abteilung/Firma . Abteiung/Fima  'Mternational Corporate
_dept, Group Investor Relations dept. _ Finance Division

Paul Dudek

Chief Officer of
Mitarbeiter Mitarbeiter/ international Corporate
_aun, atwn, Finance _
Telefor . *+43 (0}5 0100 - 13036 Fax 001 202 772 9207
Fax_ +43 (0)5 0100 - 913036
E-Mail investor.relations@erstegroup.com

Sie erhalien 3 Seite(n) einschliellich dieser. .
Transmission consists of page(s} including this . .

Nachricht/Message
nRule 12g3-2 promulgated under the Securities Exchange Act 1934, paragraph (bB)}(1)(i)"

Please find attached today's IR-Release.

Besi regards,
Group Investor Relations

Erste Group Bank AG

A-1010 Wien, Graben 21

Fax +43 (0)5 0100 - 913112
maillainvestor.relations@ersteqroup.com
nttpflwww erstegroup.com/ir

Datum/Date: 07.10.2008

Diese Nachricht und allfaitige angehangte Dokumente sind vertraulich und nur for denfdie Adressaten bestimmt. Sollten Sie nicht der
beabs:chligte Adressat seln, ist jede Offenlegung, Weiterkeitung odar sonslige Verwendung dieser Infarmation nicht gestattet. In diesem
Fall binen wir. den Absender zu verstandigan und die Information zu vernichten. Flir Ubermittiungsfehler oder sonstige lmumer bei

Ubermittiung besteht keine Haftung.

This message and any atached files are confidential and Intendeg solely for the addressee(s). Any publication, transmission or other use
of the informaticn by a person or entity othar than the intended addressee is prohibited. If you recaive this in error please contact the
sender and delete the material. The sender does nat accept llabitity for any errars of omissions as 2 fesult of the transmigsion,



7 -DKT—-2Ba  Kd: 96 ko BHNK TNVES TUK KELHI +aao L 251D Olle PP AT An ]

_ ERSTE

ERSTE GROUP

INVESTOR INFORMATION Vienna, October 7, 2008

Erste Group — adjusting 2008 net profit outlook
to reflect current financial market environment

« Net profit is expected to increase by more than 50% inciuding
the contribution from the sale of the insurance business

« Operating profit expected to grow by about 15% in 2008

» 2008 funding plan completed ahead of schedule and at iower
than expected cost and supported by strong deposit growth

« Tier 1 ratio to reach historic high of about 8% at YE 2008

e Tangible equity set to increase to EUR 10bn at YE 2008

« Risk costs confirmed at max 70bps of average customer loans

* Year-to-date customer loan growth is fully funded by customer
deposit growth

Based an the substantial deterioration in the financial market environment and the increasing
uncertainty regarding the global economic outlook, Erste Group Bank AG is adjusting its net
profit growth outlook for 2008. The increasing turbulence in the financial markets and the
subsequent widening of credit spreads have had a negative impact on the Group's trading result
and will lead to additional negative valuations in the ABS/CDO portfolio (Fair value and
Avazilable for Sale) in Q3 08 of approx EUR 30m. However, despite this deterioration of the
credit environment Erste Group remains comfortable with its ABS/CDO portfalio and continues
to expect no impairments.

The outlook for gperating profit growth of about 15% in 2008 is based on the core strength of
Erste Group's retail business model in the CEE region. Strong deposit inflows in Austria and
CEE thanks to the large and well-diversified retail customer base of more than 186 million will
support sustainable loan growth while keeping the loan to deposit ratio below 115%. This will
help to offset potentially slower revenue growth in specific segments such as Group Carporate
& tnvestrment Banking (GCIB) and Group Markets (GM), especially in the area of fee and
trading income, as well as the anticipated slowdown in fee income in Austria and expectations
for higher funding costs in 2009,

At the same time Erste Group has managed to substantially improve its capital position. The YE
2008 tier 1 ratio is expected to reach around 8%; up from 7% at YE 2007, suppcrted by the sale
of the insurance business to Vienna Insurance Group, which was completed in Q3 2008. This
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rise is in spite of the stronger than expected i.ncrease' in risk weighted assets, partly driven by
the pro-cyclicality of Basel 2. An increased focus on oplimising the balance sheet will support
the outlook for a continued strengthening of the tier 1 ratio.

Erste Group covered its long-term funding needs of EUR 5bn for 2008 by September 2008.
Average costs were at around 35 bps, well below the originally expected 40bps above
EURIBOR. Erste Group will start pre-funding for 2009, depending on market conditions,
supported by the ability to issue an additional EUR 2bn of Pfandbriefe in the next 12 months.

Erste Group CEQ Andreas Treich! said. "We manage our Group for the long term and are taking
the appropriate actions for the current gconomic environment. Since the beginning of this
unprecedented crisis in 2007, we have proactively strengthened our balance sheet while
maintaining our ability to deliver on the growth potential of our region.”

More detailed guidance for 2009 and beyond will be provided with the Q3 results on 30 October
2008 and at Erste Group's Capital Markets Day in December 2008.

Far morc mformal:on, please contac!:
Ersic Group, Investor Relatlons, Graben 21, 1010 Vienna, Ausiria, Fax: ~43(0) 5 0100 9 13112

Gabriela Wearzor. Tel. +43 (0) 5 0100 Exi. 11286, E-mali: gabriele werzer@erstagroup.com
Thomas Sammerauer, Tel. +43 (0) 50100 Ext. 17328, E-mail; thomas.sommarave r@erstegroup.com
Peter Makray, Tel. -43 (0} 5 0100 Ext, 16878, E-mail: peter. makray@erstegroup.com

This release is also availablo on our webslte at mm;!fww.erﬂggroug.cnn;l{'rnvasiurrsin;ipﬂg in the news section,

Ersie Gioup is one of he leading financial providers in Central and Eastarn Evrope With iis more than 54,000 employeas. Erste Group serves
over 16 millien clients in almost 3.000 branches In 8 countries (Austria, Czach Republic, Stovakia, Romania, Hungary, Croatia. Serbla, Ukraine),
As 0l 30 June 2008 Erste Group had EUR 214.2 billion In total assate, 8 half-yoarly net profit of EUR 636.8 miltion and an after-tax ROE of
14.7%,
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