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Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and Rule 17a-5 Thereunder
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A. REGISTRANT IDENT
CONFIDENTIAL PURSUANT TO RULE 17a - 5{e)(3)

NAME OF BROKER-DEALER: Mi
AILABLE COPY 4 2
William Blalr & Co JLLC TAV
iliam Blalr & Company BES %@r Tos

0y ' FIRM ID. NO.
AODRESS OF PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS: (Do not use P.O. Box Nosa SapA%0 /

OFFICE USE ONLY

222 West Adams Street
{No. and Sbrestl)
Chicago {llinois 60606
(City) {State) (Zip Code)

NAME AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF PERSON TO CONTACT IN REGARD TO THIS REPORT

Timothy Burke (312) 236-1600
{Araa Code — Telaphone No,)

B. ACCOUNTANT IDENTIFICATION

INDEPENDENT PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT whose opinion is contained in this Report*

Emst & Young LLP
{Name - If individugl, state lgst, firzl, middie name)
233 South Wacker Drive Chicago Minois- 60606
(Address) (City) (Sﬁ'tep . (Zip Cade)
CHECK ONE: ROCESSED
B3 independent Auditor N
[J Public Accountant MAY 1 2 2005
[1 Accountant not resident in Uniled States or any of its possessions.
THOMSON
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY FINANGIAL

*Claims for exemption from the requirement that the annual report be covered by the opinion of an independent public accountant
must be supported by a statement of facts and circumstances relied on as the basis for the exemption. See section 240.173-5(e)(2).
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OATH OR AFFIRMATION

I, Timothy Burke, affirm that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the accompanying
consolidated financial statements and supplemental information pertaining to the firm of
William Blair & Company, L.L.C. (the Company) as of December 31, 2004, are true and
correct. The financial statements and supplemental information of the Company are made
avajlable 10 all of the Company’s members and allied members of the New York Stock
Exchange, Inc. I further affirm that neither the Company nor any proprietor, principal
officer or director has any proprietary interest in any account classified solely as that of a

customer, except as follows:
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a:;&./\
Timothy Burk€
Chief Financial Officer

Publi

This repon contains (check all applicable boxes):
¢3] (a) Facing Page
(x) (b)  Consolidated Sratement of Financial Condition
(x) (c) Consolidated Statement of Income
(x) (d) Consolidated Statement of Changes in Subordinated Borrowings
(x) ()  Consolidated Statement of Changes in Principal Capital
{x) 4] Consolidated Swatement of Cash Flows
Supplemental Information:
(x} (8 Computation of Net Capital

(x) () Compuration for Determination of Reserve Requirements pursuant to Rule 15¢3-3
(x) i) Information Relating to the Possession or Control Requirements under Rule 15¢3-3
() 5] A Reconciliation, including appropriate explanation, of the Computation

of Net Capital Under Rule 15¢3-1 and the Computation for
Determination of the Reserve Requirements pursuant to Rule 15¢3-3

() (k) A Reconciliation berween the audited and unaudited Consolidated Statemnents
of Financial Condition with respect to methods of consolidation

x) ) An Oath or Affirmarion

() (m) Independent Auditor’s Supplernentary Report on Internal Control
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