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VNU APPOINTS SCHMIDT HEAD OF ITS MARKETING INFORMATION GROUP

Haarlem, the Netherlands - VNU, a leading global information and media company,
today announced that Steven M. Schmidt has been appointed president and chief
executive officer of its Marketing Information (Ml) group, effective January 1, 2006.

In his new role, Schmidt will be responsible for the entire MiI organization, which
includes such leading brands as ACNielsen, BASES, Spectra, Claritas and ACNielsen HCI.
Previously, Schmidt was president and CEO of ACNielsen and executive vice president
of the Ml group. He will continue to be accountable for the global ACNielsen
business, in addition to leading the MI group.

“Qur Marketing Information group has the strongest brands, the broadest geographic
reach and the most extensive capabilities to deliver valuable insights on consumers
and markets around the world,” said Rob van den Bergh, chairman and CEO of VNU,
who previousiy served as head of the Mi group. “To take full advantage of these
strengths, we are realigning the Ml group structure under the leadership of Steve
Schmidt. The new structure will enable us to take a more coordinated approach to
serving client needs, accelerate the development of a new generation of high-value
business solutions, improve our operating efficiency and enhance our opportunities
for long-term growth.”

Under Schmidt, the Ml group will centralize all marketing and new product
development ~ both for existing services and for the creation of next-generation,
integrated business solutions — at the global level. information Technology also will
be centralized, to ensure greater coordination in developing the group’s global IT
capabilities, to improve operating efficiency, and to contribute more effectively to
corporate-wide efforts to rationalize and streamline VNU's IT infrastructure. Finally,
all Ml business units will collaborate at the regional level to develop fully integrated
client service plans that encompass all of the group's services.

With unmatched global reach, VNU offers the most complete range of marketing
information services available today - including retail measurement, consumer panels,
customized research, modeling and analytics, consumer segmentation and targeting,
and new-product forecasting - to help clients gain new insights into consumers and a
more complete understanding of their markets and their opportunities.

"The changes we are making in the structure of VNU Marketing Information will

enhance the strengths of our individual businesses and of the group as a whole,” said
Schmidt. “It will put us in a better position to address our clients’ most pressing needs
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through a valuabie suite of services that combines all the advantages of our
proprietary consumer and market information, our unique global reach and our
advanced analytical, consulting and integrated business solutions.”

About VNU
VNU is a global information and media company with leading market positions and recognized
brands in marketing information (ACNielsen), media measurement and information (Nielsen

Media Research) and business information (Billboard, The Hollywood Reporter, Computing,
Intermediair).

VNU is active in more than 100 countries, with headquarters in Haarlem, the Netherlands and
New York, USA. The company employs 38,000 people. Total revenues under IFRS amounted to
EUR 3.3 billion in 2004. VNU is listed on the Euronext Amsterdam (ASE: VNU) stock exchange.
For more information, please visit the VNU website at www.vnu.com.
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