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Dear Sirs,
Please find enclosed the following press release, dated November 7, 2005:

¢ VNU comments on status of proposed merger with IMS Health
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VNU COMMENTS ON STATUS OF PROPOSED MERGER WITH IMS HEALTH

Haarlem, the Netherlands — VNU (ASE: VNU), a leading global information and media
company, said today that it is currently having wide-ranging discussions with IMS
Health (NYSE: RX) to address the development that shareholders claiming to represent
48% of VNU'’s outstanding shares have informed VNU that they would not support the
transaction under any circumstances.

VNU said that although both companies continue to believe the transaction, as
negotiated, is in the best interests of their respective shareholders, the companies have
discussed various possible alternatives, including a revised merger agreement as well as
termination of the agreement. VNU said there can be no assurance as to the outcome
of these discussions and pending any such development, the companies are moving
forward pursuant to their merger agreement.

About VNU

VNU is a global information and media company with leading market positions and recognized
brands in marketing information {(ACNielsen), media measurement and information (Nielsen
Media Research) and business information (Billboard, The Hollywood Reporter, Computing,
Intermediair).

VNU is active in more than 100 countries, with headquarters in Haarlem, the Netherlands and
New York, USA. The company employs 38,000 people. Total revenues under IFRS amounted to
EUR 3.3 billion in 2004. VNU is listed on the Euronext Amsterdam (ASE: VNU) stock exchange.
For more information, please visit the VNU website at www.vnu.com.
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