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Securities & Exchange Commission
450 5th Street NW.,
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USA

Dear Sirs

File 82-33

in accordahce with the provisions of Rule 12g 3-2(b) of the Securities Exchange Act of
1934 ("the Act") | enclose an announcement that was filed with the London Stock

Exchange on 29 December 2004.

The enclosed material shall not be deemed "filed" with the Commission or otherwise
subject to the liabilities of Section 18 of the Act.

Kindly écknowledge receipt by signing and returning the attached copy of this letter.
Yours faitfhfully e
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A C Girling | JAN 24 7005
Assistant Secretary
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Sale of Etinera S.p.A. Completed

British American Tobacco confirmed today the completion of the sale of Etinera S.p.A., the
distribution business of its Italian subsidiary BAT Italia, to Compafiia de Distribucion Integral
Logista S.A. and Axiter Investments S.L. for €590 million.
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