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Dear Sir/fMadam

ABSA GROUP LIMITED: SENS ANNOUNCEMENT: FURTHER CAUTIONARY RE
PROPOSED BARCLAYS / ABSA TRANSACTION

Attached please find a copy of a further Cautionary Announcement by Absa Group Limited
which was released today regarding the proposed Barclays / Absa transaction.

Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact us at the above
address or telephone number.

Yours faithfully

/ PROCES®ED
r ‘ JAN 21 2005

W R SOMERVILLE HOMSGL
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Renewal of cautionary announcement

Shareholders are referred to the cautionary announcements released on SENS on 23.5e: ember 2004,
4 November 2004 and 22 November 2004 regarding the discussions of a possil quisition of a
majority stake in Absa by Barclays. )

Discussions with Barclays are progressing. Given the complexities relating to a possible transaction it
was considered appropriate on 1 December 2004 for Barclays to submit a formal application in terms
of section 37 of the Banks Act to the Reglstrar of Banks in which the permission of the Minister of
Finance (through the Registrar of Banks) is being sought for Barclays to acquire a majority stake in
Absa, Timing of the approval process by the regulatory authorities is not known

Shareholders are advised to cantinue exercising ‘caution when dealing in Absa securities until a

further announcement is made. »
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