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Press release

Ciments Francais

[talcementi Group

CIMENTS FRANCAIS HOLDS 40% OF SUEZ CEMENT AFTER THE
TENDER OFFER

Paris, 30 December 2004 — At the end of the validity term of the Public Tender
Offer for Suez Cement Company, Ciments Francgais (Italcementi Group) - which
launched the bid with a consortium of international investors on 6 December 2004 —
has received an amount of 3,733,788 shares, equal to 5.8% of Suez Cement
Company’s capital.

In accordance with the rules governing the Offer, Ciments Frangais has decided to
acquire the shares brought into the bid.

Despite not holding an absolute majority of share capital (Ciments Frangais’
shareholding has now risen from 34.1% to 39.9%), Ciments Frangais confirms its

commitment to Suez Cement Company.

After the result of the Offer, Italcementi Group reaffirms its willingness to remain
one of the leading investor on the cement market in Egypt and a strategic partner of
Suez Cement Company, a role which it stepped into as far back as 2001 when the

Egyptian government appointed it to set up the privatization process.

On the internet : Ciments Francais

Tour Ariane

92088 Paris la Défense cedex
Tel: +33(0)1 42 91 75 00

Ciments Francais : www.cimfra.com
N Fax: + 33(0)1 42 91 77 20

Italcementi ; www.italcementigroup.com

Investors Relations:

Tel : +33(0)1 42 91 76 76
Media relations:

Tel :+33(0)1 42 91 7520
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