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Pursuant to the exemptions granted to Laura Ashley Holdings plc (the “Company”)
under Rule 12g3-2 (b) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, please
find enclosed announcement released to the London Stock Exchange by the
Company.

Please receipt stamp the enclosed copy of this letter and return it to the
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16 July 2004

APPOINTMENT OF NON-EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Laura Ashley, today announces the appointment of Mr Roger Bambrough to the Board as a non-
executive director with immediate effect.

Mr Roger Bambrough, aged 67, is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England
and Wales. Mr Bambrough will bring considerable business experience to the Company. He
began his career with Peat Marwick Mitchell (now KPMG). Mr Bambrough has held a number of
senior finance and audit positions both in the United Kingdom and abroad and has served as an
advisor to the Overseas Development Administration, the aid agency of the Foreign &
Commonwealth Office, and a director of the Commonwealth Partnership for Technology.

Mr Bambrough is currently a non-executive director of Corus Hotels plc. In the last five (5) years,
he has held a directorship in YTL Cement Berhad (Malaysia).
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