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OATH OR AFFIRMATION

l, _Marvin Heiman , swear (or affirm) that, to the best of

my knowledge and belief the accompanying financial statement and supporting schedules pertaining to the firm of
Sussex Financial Group, Inc. , as
of _January 31 ,20 04, are true and correct. I further swear (or affirm) that

neither thc company nor any partner, proprietor, principal officer or director has any proprietary intercst in any account

classificd solely as that of a customer, except as follows:

§ Tleigt stin "ﬂ‘%qrﬂ"}?’? S\

[ anE R

5\ Notary Public, St*ieo{lm'xo* ; W WZW
)

Wiy .vu*zfm:n:n Exp. oa/mmuo ) Pres ident
o AR Signature

Title

Notary Public

This rcport ** contains (check all applicable boxes):

® (a) Facing Page.

B (b) Statement of Financial Condition.

&® (c) Statement of Income (Loss).

&l (d) Statement of Changes in Financial Condition.

Bl (e) Statement of Changes in Stockholders’ Equity or Partners’ or Sole Proprictors’ Capital.

O (H Statement of Changes in Liabilitics Subordinated to Claims of Creditors.

Kl (g) Computation of Net Capital.

O (h) Computation for Determination of Reserve Requirements Pursuant to Rule 15¢3-3.

L (i) Information Relating to the Possession or Control Requirements Under Rule 15¢3-3.

O () A Reconciliation, including appropriate explanation of the Computation of Net Capital Under Rule 15¢3-3 and the
Computation for Determination of the Reserve Requirements Under Exhibit A of Rule 15¢3-3.

O (k) A Reconciliation between the audited and unaudited Statements of Financial Condition with respect to methods of
consolidation.

K]l (1) An Oath or Affirmation.

O (m) A copy of the SIPC Supplemental Report.

8 (n) Areportdescribing any material inadequacics found to exist or found to have existed since the date of the previous audit.

**For conditions of confidential treatment of certain portions of this filing, see section 240.17a-5(e)(3).
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STEVE G. MAZZONI
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
3601 ALGONQUIN ROAD, SUITE 300

ROLLING MEADOWS, IL. 60008
PHONE: (847) 824-3390
~ FAX: (847) 824-2835

To the Board of Directors
Sussex Financial Group, Inc.
Deerfield, Illinois

We have audited the accompanying statement of financial condition of Sussex Financial Group,
Inc., as of January 31, 2004 and the related statements of income, changes in stockholders’ equity
and cash flows for the year then ended, that you are filing pursuant to rule 17a-5 under the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934. These financial statements are the responsibility of the
Company’s management. Qur responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial
statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about
whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining
on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that
our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects,
the financial position of Sussex Financial Group, Inc. as of January 31, 2004, and the results of
its operations, and its cash flows for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted
accounting principles.

Sincerely,

gﬁ)ﬁz/ 17‘% g

Steve G. Mazzoni, C.P.A,
March 12, 2004



SUSSEX FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL CONDITION
JANUARY 31, 2004

ASSETS

Cash

Investment

Accounts receivable

Prepaid insurance

Furniture, equipment, and leasehold improvements at cost, net
of accumulated depreciation of $49,532

Other asset

Deposits

Total assets

LIABILITIES AND STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY

Liabilities:
Accounts payable
Concessions payable
Accrued income taxes
Accrued expenses
Deferred income taxes
Commitment (Note 4)

Total liabilities
Stockholders’ Equity:
Common stock $.01 par value; 400 shares
authorized, issued and outstanding
Paid-in capital
Retained earnings

Total stockholders’ equity

Total liabilities and stockholders’ equity

$63,779
3,300
44,994
4,728

11,192
3,183
—3.031

$134.207

$12,439
11,898
1,867
258
7,900

34,362

4
191,662

(91.821)

29.845

134,207

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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SUSSEX FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.
STATEMENT OF INCOME (LOSS)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JANUARY 31, 2004

REVENUE

Concession income $ 50,647

Advisory fees 335,746

Management fees 32,000

Other income 2,546
Total Revenue $420,939

EXPENSES

Repairs $ 1,235

Postage 4,149

Bad debt expense 4,856

Registration fees 2,503

Regulatory fees 7,668

Officer’s commissions 8,233

Salaries 127,913

Rent and utilities 47,062

Other expenses 1,166

Office expense 15,688

Other commissions 42,498

QOutside services 6,031

Depreciation and amortization 6,902

Professional fees 43,884

Payroll and other taxes 10,483

Insurance 11,103

Dues, fees and licenses 1,751

Travel and seminars 1,999

Entertainment 14,831

Telephone 12,339

Automobile 18,695

Employee benefits 45919

Contributions 670
Total expenses 437,578
(Loss) before income taxes (16,639)

Income tax (expense) (1.700)
Net (loss) $(18,339)

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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SUSSEX FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JANUARY 31, 2004

Total
Common Paid In Retained Stockholders’
Stock Capital Earnings Equity
Balances, February 1, 2003 $ 4 $ 191,662 $(73,482) $118,184
Net (loss) (18.339) (18.339)
Balances, January 31, 2004 b 4 $191.662 $(91.821) $ 99,845

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
-6-



SUSSEX FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JANUARY 31, 2004

Cash flows from operating activities
Net (loss) $(18,339)
Adjustments to reconcile net loss to net cash
used in operating activities:

Depreciation 6,902
Deferred income taxes (2,100)
Changes in assets and liabilities:
Accounts receivable 15,114
Prepaid insurance 4,055
Other asset 1,049
Income tax receivable 1,190
Accounts payable 3,525
Concessions payable 422
Accrued expenses 1.693
Net cash provided by operating activities 13,511

Cash flows from investment activities

Purchase of equipment (3,026)
Increase in cash _10.485
Cash at February 1, 2003 53294
Cash at January 31, 2004 $ 63,779

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial staternents.
-7-
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SUSSEX FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
JANUARY 31, 2004

(1) Nature Of Business And Significant Accounting Policies

The Company is a registered broker/dealer and a registered investment advisor firm
with the Securities Exchange Commission. The Company provides its services primarily to
individuals located within the state of Illinois, but is registered in numerous states.

A summary of the significant accounting policies which have been followed in
preparing these financial statements is set forth below:

Significant Accounting Policies

Income Recognition

Concessions and related expenses are recorded on a trade date basis as securities
transactions occur,

Depreciation

Depreciation is provided on a straight-line basis using estimated useful lives of five to
seven years. Leasehold improvements are amortized over the term of the lease which is
five years.

Other Asset

Other asset consists of an investment in a wholly owned subsidiary which is accounted
for under the equity method, which is cost adjusted by the Company’s share of undistributed
earnings or losses since the date of acquisition. Net earnings and net worth of the subsidiary
are not material to the overall financial condition and operations of the parent company.

Income Taxes

The Company accounts for income taxes in accordance with Statement of Financial
accounting Standards (FAS) No. 109, “Accounting for Income Taxes”, which requires the
use of the liability method of accounting for income taxes. Accordingly, deferred tax
liabilities and assets are determined based upon the differences between the financial
statements and taxbases of assets and liabilities, using enacted rates in effect for the year in
which the differences are expected to reverse. Current income taxes are based upon the
year’s taxable income for Federal and State income tax reporting purposes.



SUSSEX FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
JANUARY 31, 2004

Income Taxes, cont’d

Deferred income taxes are provided for differences in tax bases assets and liabilities for
financial reporting and tax purposes. For the year ended January 31, 2004 these differences
resulted from the following:

a. For tax purposes, the Company utilizes the modified cash basis of accounting; and
for financial statement purposes, the Company uses the accrual basis of accounting.

b. For tax purposes, a portion of certain equipment purchases are written off in the
year the assets are purchased. Additionally, for tax purposes, depreciation is
computed using accelerated methods under the Internal Revenue Code. For
financial reporting purposes, these assets are depreciated over their useful lives
using the straight-line method.

Estimates

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted
accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect
certain reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual results could differ from
those estimates.

(2) Income Tax Expense

The Company records income tax consequences in accordance with FAS No. 109,
“Accounting for Income Taxes”. Under the provisions of FAS 109, an entity recognizes
deferred tax assets and liabilities for future tax consequences of events that have been
previously recognized in the Company’s financial statements or tax returns. The
measurement of deferred tax assets and liabilities is based on provisions of the enacted tax
law; the effects of future changes in tax laws or rates are not anticipated.

For the year ended January 31, 2004, the Company’s income tax expense computed at
the statutory rate differs from the amount of the benefit recorded on the financial statements
due to nondeductible expenses, such as meals and entertainment and political contributions.

At January 31, 2004, the Company recorded deferred tax liabilities arising from the

timing differences recorded in the financial statements and income tax returns for the
different basis of accounting used.

-10-



SUSSEX FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
JANUARY 31, 2004

(2) Income Tax Expense, cont’d

Income tax benefit (expense) consists of the following components:

Current (expense) §$ (3,800)
Deferred benefit 2.100
Income tax (expénse) $ (1.700)

The deferred income tax consequences have been computed based upon the currently
enacted income tax rates expected to apply as temporary differences reverse.

(3) Net Capital Requirements

The Company is a broker/dealer subject to the Securities and Exchange Commission
Uniform Net Capital Rule (SEC Rule 15¢3-1). The Company is required to maintain ‘“Net
Capital” equal to the greater of $5,000 or 6-2/3% of “aggregate indebtedness”, whichever is
greater, as these terms are defined.

Net Capital changes from day to day, but at January 31, 2004 the Company had net
capital and net capital requirements of $36,585 and $5,000 respectively. The net capital
rules may effectively restrict payment of cash dividends.

(4) Commitment
The Company leases its office space under an operating lease agreement which expires
in June 2004. The lease provides for monthly rentals, and also requires payment of property
taxes, normal maintenance and insurance on the property. Rent expense for the year ended

January 31, 2004, was $47,062. As of January 31, 2004, the aggregate minimum rental
commitments under this lease were as follows:

January 31, 2005 $17.996

-11-



SUSSEX FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
JANUARY 31, 2004

(5) Related Parties

The Company’s support staff and facilities were utilized to perform services for a
Company, in which an officer stockholder of the Company is affiliated. The Company
received reimbursement for rent and overhead expenses amounting to $24,000 for these
services.

The Company’s support staff and facilities were utilized to perform services for it’s

wholly owned subsidiary. The Company received reimbursement for rent and overhead
expenses amounting to $8,000 for these services.

-12-



STEVE G. MAZZONI
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
3601 ALGONQUIN ROAD, SUITE 300
ROLLING MEADOWS, IL 60008
PHONE: (847) 824-3390
FAX: (847) 824-2835

Independent Auditor’s Report on Supplementary Information Required by
Rule 17a-5 of the Securities and Exchange Commission

To the Board of Directors
Sussex Financial Group, Inc.
Deerfield, Illinois

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Sussex Financial Group, Inc. as
of and for the year ended January 31, 2004 and have issued our report thereon dated March 12,
2004. Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the basic financial
statements taken as a whole. The supplementary information contained on pages 14, 15 16 and
17 is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial
statements, but is supplementary information required by Rule 17a-5 of the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934, Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit
of the basic financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in
relation to the basic financial statements taken as a whole.

Sincerely,

%4&2/ } W ™ ‘

Steve G. Mazzoni, CP.A
March 12, 2004

13-



FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL COMBINED UNIFORM SINGLE REPORT
PART IIA
BROKER OR DEALER SUSSEX FINANCIAL GROUP, INC. asof_01/31/04
COMPUTATION OF NET CAPITAL
1. Total ownership equity from Statement of FINANCIA! CONTIION ......ocivives et e b b s e bbb s 99 . 845 3480
2. Deduct ownership equity not allowable for Net Capital el )i 3430
3. Total ownership equity qualified for Net Capital ..........cccovvevnrioriirnniriorseninneons 99,845 3500
4. Add:
A. Liabilities subordinated to claims of general creditors allowable in computation of net Capital ........o.covvvrevvrennrene e 3520
8. Other (deductions) or aliowable credits (List) 3525
5. Total capital and allowable subordinated liabilities $ 99,845 3530
6. Deductions and/or charges:
A, Total non-allowable assets from v
Statement of Financial Condition (Notes B and C) ..c..ovvcvrveronicrnncneriimrrecreninsreerereece i 8 70,428 3540
B. Secured demand Note dEINQUENCTY .....coviorirrnieriireicn e e e eer e 3530
C. Commodity futures contracts and spot commodities - :
proprietary Capital ChATGES ......cocovoviiiiiiei et s 3600
D. Other deductions and/or charges........ . 3610 ( 70 ’ 428 113620
7. Other additions and/or AlOWable CTEAILS (LISE) .....o...eivvvriersvreseeieseesseessessssereissssresessaesessesassessss iesssssssesssssseesessseoessesesesseseeesssmsssss 900 3630
8. Net capital before haircuts 0N SBCURHES POSIIONS ..........ooovv..eooroocreesiese oot seeeseoesesseeeseseseere s e oo emoeee e eesesees s w$_ 37,317 3640
9. Hairculs on securities (computed, where applicable, pursuant to 15¢3-1(f)):
A, Contractual securities COMMIIMENLS .......covrrnrcnrccrerierirerer oo caesesse e oo $ 3660
B. Subordinated SECUTIHIES DOITOWINGS «.vvcriieriairs e cemreresieenerrne s eserentsne e ren bt reserens 3670
G. Trading and investment securities:
UL EXBMPIEA SECUMNIBS ...ovivvecverertes e ese ettt ees bbb s st s b s A\ 3735
2. Debt securities ......... . 3733
3. Options ............ . 3730
4, Other securities . 3734
D. Undue CoNCENTAION .....ovvveerres s issvenrens e risemasrsescscssensensnesersnns . 3650
31T (1) IO OO 732 37361 | 732 3740
10, INBEBAPIAL oot e oes o e oo e85 s $ 36,585 3750

Line 6A., non allowable assets:

Investments $3,300
Accounts receivable 44,994
Prepaid expenses 4,728
Furniture, net 11,192
Other asset 3,183
Deposits 3.031

Total $70.428

Line 7, other additions
Deferred Income Taxes
Related to non allowable assets $7,900

Line 9E. 2% on Schwab money market Account 732

“14-
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SUSSEX FINANCIAL GROUP
Reconciliation of Audited to Unaudited
Computation of Net Capital
January 31, 2004

Net Capital per unaudited

Focus computation of Net Capital line 10

Accrual of accounts payable

not accrued on unaudited capital computation

Other addition omitted

on original computation

Net Capital per Audited
Focus Part I A

-15-

$ 35,149

(4,797)

$36,585
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FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL COMBINED UNIFORM SINGLE REPORT
PART IIA

BROKER OR DEALER Sussex Financial Group' Inc. as of 01/31/04

COMPUTATION OF NET CAPITAL REQUIREMENT

Part A
1. Minimum net capital required (6%,% 0f IN€ 1) ..o e $ 2,291 3756
12. Minimum dollar net capital requirement of reporting broker or dealer and minimum net capital requirement

of subsidiaries computed in acCardance WIth NOE (A) ... b bbb e $ 5,000 3758
13. Net capital requirement (greater of line 11 or 12) o $ 5,000 3780
14, Excess et CapIAl (N8 10 1BSS 13) coov.ivieiveiieeeee e st est sttt s b st s as s s $ 31,585 3770
15. Excess net capital at 1000% (line 101858 10% 0F HNEB 18) .ovvvivvivocroineciseee et s bt ss s eesiessanien 22 9 3780

COMPUTATION OF AGGREGATE INDEBTEDNESS

16. Total Al liabilities from Statement of FINANCIal CONGIION ........voocesvevevreosmsssssns oo ssssssessssesses s ssss o ossesssssssresenes $ 34,362 3780
17. Add:

A, Drafts for IMMediate Credit ... e i 3800

B. Market value of securities borrowed for which no equivalent value
18 DA OF CTEARET ...coeerit it s et e en e e e
G. Other unrecorded amounts (List)
18. Total aggregate NAEDLRANESS ......ooovvvvvvvcecveceesrecerririonies $ 34,362 3840
19. Percentage of aggregate indebtedness to net capital (line 18 + by line 10) ... e % 93.92 3850
20. Percentage of debt to debt-equity total computed in accordance with Rule 1BC31{0) oo % 3860

3830

COMPUTATION OF ALTERNATE NET CAPITAL REQUIREMENT

Part B
21. 2% of combined aggregate debit iterns as shown in Formula for Reserve Requirements pursuant to Rule 15¢3-3

prepared as of the date of the net capital computation including both brokers or dealers and consolidated subsidiaries’ debits........... $ 3970
22. Minimum dollar net capital requirement of reporting broker or dealer and minimum net capital requirement of

subsidiaries computed in acCordance With NOTE (A) ......cciiiie et ts e et b bbb %9 3880
23. Net capital requirement (greater of ling 21 or 22) $ 3760
24, EXCESS CAPIA] (HNE T 1BES 23) 1iivi ettt e etie ettt et ettt eb s e b st eaa b bsb e b bttt e R a0 s sttt e e $ 3810
25. Net capital in excess of the greater of:

A. 5% of combined aggregate debit items or $120,000 ..o e $ 3820
NUTES;

(A) The minimum net capital requirement should be compuled by adding the minimum dollar net capital requirement of the reporling broker dealer and, for each

subsidiary to be consolidated, the greater of:
1. Minimum dollar net capital requirement , or
2. 6%% of aggregate indebtedness or 4% of aggregate debits if alternative method is used.

(B) Do not deduct the value of securities borrowed under subardination agreements or secured demand note covered by subordination agreements not in satisfactory form
and the market values of memberships in exchanges contributed for use of company (contra to item 1740) and partners’ securities which were included in non-allowable
assets.

(C) For reports filed pursuant to paragraph (d) of Rule 17a-5, respondent should provide a list of material non-allowable assets.

~16~
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FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL COMBINED UNIFORM SINGLE REPORT
PART IIA

BROKER OR DEALER Sussex Financial Group, Inc. asof 01/31/04

EXEMPTIVE PROVISION UNDER RULE 15¢3-3

24, If an exemption from Rule 15¢3-1 is claimed, identify below the section upon which such exemption is based (check one only)

A (K)(1) — $2,500 capital category as PEr RUIE 15031 ..o s e 4550
B. (k)(2)(A) — "Special Account for the Exclusive Benelit of cusiomers” maintaingd........c.o..ovvvoreerormieinnicreierorcnesere e X 4560
C. (k){2)(B) — All customer transactions cleared through another broker-dealer on a fully disciosed basis.
Name of clearing firm%, 4335 4570
D. (k)(3) — Exempted by order of the Commission (iNCIude COPY OF IBHEI) .....oociieureirierinieicre et s 4580
Ownership Equity and Subordinated Liabilities maturing or proposed to be withdrawn within the next six months
and accruals, (as defined below), which have not been deducted in the computation of Net Capital.
Type of Proposed Amount to be
Withdrawal or Withdrawn (cash (MMDDYY) Expect
Accrual Insider or amount and/or Net Withdrawal or to
(See below Outsider? Capital Value of Maturity Renew
for code ) Name of Lender or Contributor (In or Out) Securities) Date (Yes or No)
% 4600 4601 4602 4603 4604 4605
% 4610 4611 [4612 4613 4614 4615
3 4620 4621 4622 4623 [ 4624 4625
% 4630] [4631] [4632] 4633 4634 4635
% [4640] [4641] [4642] [4643] [4642] [4645]
Total $% 4699
OMIT PENNIES

Instructions: Detail Listing must include the total of items maturing during the six month period following the report date, regardless of whether or not the capital contribution is
expected to be renewed. The schedule must also include proposed capital withdrawals scheduled within the six month period following the report date including
the proposed redemption of stock and anticipated accruals which would cause a reduction of Net Capital. These anticipated accruats would include amounts of
bonuses, partners’ drawing accounts, taxes, and interest on capital, valuntary contributions to pension or profit sharing plans, etc., which have not been deducted
in the computation of Net Capital, but which you anticipate will be paid within the next six months.

WITHDRAWAL CODE; DESCRIPTIONS
1. Equity Capital
2. Subordinated Liabilities
3. Accruals

-17-
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STEVE G. MAZZONI
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
3601 ALGONQUIN ROAD, SUITE 300
ROLLING MEADOWS, IL 60008
PHONE: (847) 824-3390
FAX: (847) 824-2835

To the Board of Directors
Sussex Financial Group, Inc.
Deerfield, Illinois

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of Sussex Financial Group,
Inc. for the year ended January 31, 2004, we considered its internal control structure in order to
determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial
statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control structure.

Also, as required by Rule 17a-5(g)(1) of the Securities and Exchange Commission, we have
made a study of the practices and procedures followed by the Company, including tests of such
practices and procedures that we considered relevant to the objectives stated in Rule 17a-5(g), (1)
making the periodic computations of aggregate indebtedness and net capital under Rule 17a-
3(a)(11) and (2) the reserve required by Rule 15¢3-3(e). We did not review the practices and
procedures followed by the Company in making the quarterly securities examinations, counts,
verifications and comparisons, and the recordation of differences required by rule 17a-13, in
complying with the requirements for prompt payment for securities under Section 8 of Federal
Reserve Regulation T of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, or obtaining and
maintaining physical possession or control of all fully paid and excess margin securities of
customers as required by Rule 15¢ 3-3, because the Company does not carry security accounts
for customers or perform custodial functions relating to customer securities.

The management of the Company is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal
control structure and the practices and procedures referred to in the preceding paragraph. In
fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the
expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures, and of
the practices and procedures referred to in the preceding paragraph, and to assess whether those
practices and procedures can be expected to achieve the SEC’s above-mentioned objectives.
Two of the objectives of an internal control structure and the practices and procedures are to
provide management with reasonable, but not absolute assurance that assets for which the
Company has responsibility are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition,
and that transactions are executed in accordance with management’s authorization and recorded
properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles. Rule 17a-5(g) lists additional objectives of the practices and procedures
listed the preceding paragraph.

18-
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Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure or the practices and procedures
referred to above, errors or irregularities may occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any
evaluation of them to future periods is subject to the risk that they may become inadequate
because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of their design and operation may
deteriorate.

Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters
in the internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under standards established by
the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a condition in
which the design or operation of the specific internal control structure elements does not reduce
to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in
relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely
period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. The Company,
because of its size and limited personnel, is unable to maintain an adequate separation of the
various accounting functions. However, management informs us that there is close supervision of
accounting records on a daily basis, thus offsetting the lack of separation of duties. We noted no
matters involving the internal control structure that we consider to be material weaknesses as
described above,

We understand that practices and procedures that accomplish the objectives referred to in
the second paragraph of this report are considered by the Commission to be adequate for its
purposes in accordance with the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and related regulations, and
that practices and procedures that do not accomplish such objectives in all material respects
indicate a material inadequacy for such purposes. Based on this understanding and on our study,
we believe that the Company’s practices and procedures were adequate at January 31, 2004, to
meet the Commission’s objectives.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of management, the Securities and
Exchange Commission, the National Association of Securities Dealers, Inc., and other regulatory
agencies that rely on Rule 17a-5(g) under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 in their regulation
of registered brokers and dealers, and should not be used for any other purpose.

March 12, 2004 %37 )Wﬂmz "

Certified PubWant
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