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Notice of 1 IOEEL |
the 2004 Annual General Meeting . FER 27 2004 |
of Shareholders | |
To be held on Tuesciay, § April 2004, sturung ut 10,36 w.m. (dours apen ot 9.30 u.m), | 1083 :

st ths Congress Centre of the Basel Trade Fair Complex (enwrance naxl to the Le Pisza Holel),
Bace!, Switzerland

Agenda and pmposals inform the Company of the nemes of the

1. Ap L of the Annwal Re Financial shareholders to wham admitanca cards have

1. Approva nudd Report, Financial o0y 1e5ued. I necessary 1o occammodale the
! and C nancial

oumber of persons allending, \he Annua! General
Meeting oy bu held in more than one conler-
ence roam, with provisions made for rrensmating
the pregentatione and proceedings in their
antirely. In any event. the abitlty of shareholders
Lo exerciza Lhelr righlz will be sssured.

Statements for 2003

The Boord of Directors proposes that the Annual
Reporl, Fingncial Stalements and Consolidated
Financia! Statamema for 2003 be spproved.

2. Ratification of the Board of Directors’
actions
The Boerd of Ditectora proposes thal the econa  IPOCUMeEnts

taken by ils members in 2003 be offirmed ang The Annuslt Report, the Rcport of the Statutory

ratificd, Auditors and the Report of the Group Auditora
wlll be avallable for inspection by sharenolders
8. Vate on the appropriation ol available al our Basel officus starling 3 March 2004,
eamings From the same dute, copics of these documents
Net profit for 2009 CHF 1,562,960,27¢  may also be oblained from our Company
Balance bronght forward (phone 055 6§17 37 32) or from any Swiss bank.
trom 2002 CHF 4,490,965 R .
Avuoilable eermings CHF 1,566,851,244 Appomtment of proxies
‘The Boarad of Directors Shnrel\nlders'who will not b ottending the
proposes the distribution Geoeral Meeting in person may opeoint o proxy
ol art ordinary dividend of to represent lh_cm. To do this, sharchaldars must
CHF 1,65 per share and sign their admittence cards and delivar them
non-yoting equity secutrty to the parzons they wish to appoinL in particular,
(previous year CHF 1.45) CHF 1.423.22,485 shereholders may efect la have thelr bank or
professional portiolio manager represent tiem
Tranafar 1o free regsrve CHF 140000000 4 5 proxy for depositad sharez (Deparverveter),
Towl appropriation or thay may be reprasented by the deslgnated
of available earnings CHF 1,563,228.455  independent proxy or by our Company,
To be curred forward BOO Visurs, Rennwep 34, 4020 Busel, Swilzer-
on this gecount CHE 362276y lend, serves aa tha doeaignated independant
proxy wilhin the meaning of Art. 888¢ of the
4. Electlon of Directots Swiss Code of Obligatlons, Sharenolders wishing
The Board of Directars proposes: T be represented by the Independent proxy
the re-election af Mr Walter Frey sing 3h0ukd send (here proxy avthorisarions direclly
Dr Andreas Oerl Lo the Board lor g term af loyr 10 BRO Visura, )
years os provided under the Articles ol Incors Shurcholders wishing to upthonsc the Company
poration; the electivn of Prof. Bruno Gehrig and 10 FEprasent them ere to aign their admittance
Mr Lodawijk J.R. de Vink 8s new members of carde, dasignating Roche Holding Ltd sa proxy, FR@CESSED
the Board far & term of fours years as provided ~ 40d sena them 1o us, aan. Searetary 10 the
under the Articles of Incorporation. Board of Direclors, BIOY 217143, 4070 Basel,
Switzertand, In this ¢asc, shurcholders’ votes will M AR O 3 ZUU§
8. Elcction of Statutary and Group Auditers D€ c88Lin fevour of the proposslz of the Bosra ] .
The Boerd of Direciora proposes that KPMG of Olrectors. . ' e
Kiynveld Peat Marwick Goerdeler SA De slecled
a3 Stotutory and Group Auditors for i 2004 Proxies for deposited shares 5]

financial yoor. Prowes lor depoaited shares within the meaning

. of ArL. 888d of the Swiss Code af Qbillgalons
Admittance cards are asked tn diselase the numbec of slgvares they
Under the Articlea of incarporation, shareholdars  represent at the earliest possible dae prior L0
wishiing Lo altend the Anausl Ganers] Meetlng e General Meeting, and ta do o no later than
may request admitance ¢ards no laier than 8 April 2004, when they present their admittance
Thursday, 1 April 2004, either from pur Company  ¢ards for the Goneral Meoting.

(phone 055 617 37 32, fax: 055 617 37 28) or (rom

any Swiss bank. Shiares must be deposited with

the card igsuer. §12 of the Articles of incorpora- Basgel, 2 March 2004

Uon requires het admittance cards be issued

in shareholden' numcey, Sharcholders deposiing  For the Bosrd of Directora:

ghares with e bsnk are Lo raquest thet the bank Or Franz 8. Humer, Chairman
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‘ Basel, 16 February 2004

Roche completes acquisition of Igen

Broad access 10 immunochemistry sector

Roche announced today that it had completed the acquisition of Igen on February 13. On the same
day Igen ceased trading. Igen and Roche jointly ennounced in July 2003 that they had entered into
definitive agreements under which Roche would acquire !gen and Igen would simultaneously

distribure the common stock of BioVeris, a newly formed company, to its stockholders.

The acquisition of Igen ends a long standing patent dispute a.ncl gives Roche broad access to the
hurnan in-vitro diagnostics (IVD) immunochemistry sector. Valued at 7.5 billion Swiss frencs,
immunochemistry is the biggest segment of the in-vitro diagnostics market. This strategic
acquisition will place Roche Diagnostics in an ideal position to becomne the market leader in this
segment in the medium to long term. In the last three years Roche has increased sales of the Elecsys

immunochemistry product line by over 20% annually.

As a result of the transaction, Igen stockholders will receive $47.25 in cash and one sharc of
BioVeris common stock for each share of Igen common stock they owned immediately prior to the
closing. BioVeris common stock has been approved for listing on NASDAQ under the symbol
“BIOV” and is expected to begin trading on February 17, 2004.

Heino von Prondzynski, Head of Roche Diagnostics and a member of Roche’s Corporate Executive
Committee: “The acquisition of Igen gives Roche non-exclusive rights that permit us to fully exploit
the potential of electrochemiluminescence (ECL) technolégy in the Immunochemistry IVD market
to further develop the Elecsys product line. It also allows us to expand our activities in one of the

division’s largest and most attractive growth aress — immunochemistry, which accounts for over

F. Hoffnann-La Roche Ltd 4070 Basel, Swilzefland Corporate Cammunications Tel. 061 - 688 88 88
Fax 06} - 688 27 75
hup://www.roche.com



25% ofithe in-vitro diagnostics market. We will now continucusly extend our menu including a

significant number of proteomic markers"

About the immunochemistry sector ‘

The immunochemistry sector is a segment of in-vitro diagnostics that is mainly concerned with the
diagnosis of hormones, cancer markers or infectious diseases. The term immunochemistury
described the use of antibodies and antigens in the analytical process as a tool for detection. In 2003
the Elecsys immunochemistry product line posted double-digit gains and reached sales of CHF 745
million'. Roche Diagnostics is constantly expanding the system’s test menu and in 2003 sdded a

new hormone marker assay and new therapeutic drug monitoring (drug concentration) tests.

About the electrochemiluminescent technology

Electrochemilumijnescent (ECL) processes arc known to occur with numerous molecules including
compounds of e.g. ruthcnium. ECL is a process in which highly reactive species are generated from
stable precursors at the surface of an clectrode. These highly reactive species react with one another,
producing light. The development of ECL immunoassays is based on the use of a ruthenium
complex and tripropylamine (TPA). The chemiluminescent reactions that lead to the ernission of
light from the ruthenium complex are initiated electrically, rather than chemically. This is achieved
by epplying a voltage to the immunological complexes (induding the ruthenium complex) that are

attached to streptavidin-coated microparticles.

About Roche

Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Roche is one of the world's leading innovation-driven
healthcare groups. Its core businesses are pharmaceuticals and diagnostics. Roche is number one in
the global diagnostics market, the leading supplier of pharmaceuticals for cancer and a leader in
virology and transplantation. As a supplier of products and services lor the prevention, diagnosis
and treatment of disease, the Group contributes on a broad range of fronts to improving people’s
health and quality of life. Roche employs roughly 65' 000 people in 150 countries. The Group has
alliances and R&D agreements with numerous partners, induding majority ownership interests in

Genentech and Chugai.

! including instruments, reagents and services



—

About BioVeris

BioVeris develops, manufactures and markets advanced biological and chemical detection systermns,
including instruments, tests and related consumable reagents. BioVeris’ products are based on its
unique patent-protected ECL technology. BioVeris and its licensees provide products to the global
diagnostics rnarkets, induding: clinical diagnostics and non-clinical diagnostics (biodefense, life
science research and testing for food safety and quality control). BioVeris is headquartered in
Gaithersburg, Maryland.

Additional information

- Roche Diagnostics: www.roche-diagnostics.com

- BioVeris: www.bioveris.com



