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OATH OR AFFIRMATION

1, \ SﬁPhg M A . l QShﬁr ' , swear (or affirm) that, to the best of

my knowledge and belief the accompanying financial statement and supporting schedules pertaining to the firm of

(‘T\A‘FS'\'M Gmmo I U‘d , as
of Deceubher 6\ ,20 03 | are true and correct. I further swear (or affirm) that
neither the company nor any partner, proprietor, principal officer or director has any proprietary interest in any account
classified solely as that of a customer, except as follows:

R % LINDASILVA : Signature
#T MY COMMISSION EXPIRES . P
EYat Juy3, 2008 Aesz,

Title

Notary Public

This report ** contains (check all applicable boxes):
& {a) Facing Page.
T (b) Statement of Financial Condition.
& (c) Statement of Income (Loss).
~l (d) Statement of Changes in Financial Condition.
~G] (e) Statement of Changes in Stockholders’ Equity or Partners’ or Sole Proprietors’ Capxtal
O (f Statement of Changes in Liabilities Subordinated to Claims of Creditors.
] (g) Computation of Net Capital.
~E&I (h) Computation for Determination of Reserve Requirements Pursuant to Rule 15¢3-3.
B] (i) Information Relating to the Possession or Control Requirements Under Rule 15¢3-3.
L () A Reconciliation, including appropriate explanation of the Computation of Net Capital Under Rule 15¢3-3 and the
Computation for Determination of the Reserve Requirements Under Exhibit A of Rule 15¢3-3.
O (k) A Reconciliation between the audited and unaudited Statements of Financial Condition with respect to methods of
consolidation.
8] (1) An Oath or Affirmation.
[J (m) A copy of the SIPC Supplemental Report.
[J (n) Areportdescribing any material inadequacies found to exist or found to have existed since the date of the previous audit. e

" **For conditions of confidential treatment of certain portions of this filing, see section 240.17a-5(e)(3).
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KPMG LLP
700 Louisiana Street Telephone 713 319 2000
Houston, TX 77002 Fax 713 319 2041
Independent Auditors’ Report
The Partners
GulfStar Group I, Ltd.:

We have audited the accompanying consolidated statement of financial condition of GulfStar Group I, Ltd.
(the Partnership) and subsidiary as of December 31, 2003 and the related consolidated statements of
operations, changes in partners’ capital, and cash flows for the year then ended that you are filing pursuant
to Rule 17a-5 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. These consolidated financial statements are the
responsibility of the Partnership’s management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these
consolidated financial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about
whether the consolidated financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes
examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the consolidated financial
statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made
by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our
audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.

In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material
respects, the financial position of GuifStar Group I, Ltd. and subsidiary as of December 31, 2003 and the
results of their operations, changes in partners’ capital, and their cash flows for the year then ended in
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the basic consolidated financial
statements taken as a whole. The information contained in the schedule is presented for purposes of
additional analysis and is not a required part of the basic consolidated financial statements but is
supplementary information required by Rule 17a-5 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. Such
information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in our audit of the basic consolidated
financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the basic
consolidated financial statements taken as a whole.

KPre LP

February 16, 2004

. .ll KPMG LLP a U.S. fimited liability partnership, is the U.S.
member firm of KPMG International, a Swiss cooperative.
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GULFSTAR GROUP I, LTD. AND SUBSIDIARY
Consolidated Statement of Financial Condition
December 31, 2003

Assets

Cash and cash equivalents

Investment securities, at estimated fair value — not readily marketable

Total assets
Liabilities and Partners’ Capital

Minority interest
Partners’ capital (note 2)

Total liabilities and partners’ capital

See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements.

198,027
1,900,775

2,098,802

48
2,098,754

2,098,802
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GULFSTAR GROUP I, LTD. AND SUBSIDIARY
Consolidated Statement of Operations
Year ended December 31, 2003

Revenues:
Private placement fees
Unrealized gain on investment securities
Investment income

Total revenues

Expenses:
Management fees
Licenses and registration
Professional fees
Other

Total expenses
Income before minority interest
Minority interest

-Net income

See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements.

2,582,474
400,000
27,500

3,009,974

2,482,094
5,371
17,000

67

2,504,532

505,442
(433,658)

71,784
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GULFSTAR GROUP I, LTD. AND SUBSIDIARY
Consolidated Statement of Changes in Partners’ Capital
Year ended December 31, 2003

(0.01%) (99.99%)

General Limited

partner partners Total
Balance at December 31, 2002 $ (96) 2,027,066 2,026,970
Net income 7 71,778 71,784
Balance at December 31, 2003 $ (89) 2,098,844 2,098,754

See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements.



GULFSTAR GROUP I, LTD. AND SUBSIDIARY
Consolidated Statement of Cash Flows
Year ended December 31, 2003

Cash flows from operating activities:
Net income
Adjustments to reconcile net income to net cash provided by operating activities:
Minority interest in net income
Unrealized loss on investment securities

Net cash provided by operating activities

Cash flows from investing activities:
Purchases of investment securities

Net increase in cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of year

Cash and cash equivalents at end of year

See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements.

71,784

433,658
(400,000)

105,442

(775)

104,667
93,360

198,027
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GULFSTAR GROUP 1, LTD. AND SUBSIDIARY
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
December 31, 2003

Nature of Organization and Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

(a} Nature of Organization

GulfStar Group I, Ltd. (GulfStar or the Partnership) is registered as a broker/dealer in securities with
the Securities and Exchange Commission and the National Association of Securities Dealers, Inc.
(NASD) under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 but does not engage in the securities brokerage
business. GulfStar engages in the private placement of equity and debt securities.

The Partnership’s general partner is GulfStar Group GP, LLC, owning a 0.01% interest. GulfStar
Investment of Nevada, Inc. and IBC Subsidiary Corporation owning 29.997% and 69.993% in
limited partnership interests, respectively. The Partnership will remain in existence until
December 31, 2050.

The partnership agreement provides that profits or losses will be allocated between the partners in
proportion to their respective ownership percentages.

A limited partnership agreement (Merchant Banking Partnership) was entered into effective
October 2, 2000, by GulfStar Group GP, LLC, as general partner, owning a 0.01% interest, GulfStar
Nevada and the Partnership as the limited partners, owning a 29.997% and 69.993% interest,
respectively, to create GulfStar Merchant Banking, Ltd. GulfStar Merchant Banking, Ltd. was
organized (i) to buy, hold, and otherwise invest in securities which, in the general partner’s sole
discretion, are suitable for the Merchant Banking Partnership and to thereafter dispose of the same;
(ii) to receive, hold and dispose of noncash compensation item’s; (iii) to exercise all rights, powers,
privileges, and other incidents of ownership or possession with respect to securities held or owned by
the Merchant Banking Partnership; (iv) to enter into, make, and perform all contracts and other
undertakings; and (v) to engage in all activities and transactions as may be necessary, advisable, or
desirable to carry out the foregoing. The Merchant Banking Partnership shall continue until
August 31, 2050 unless sooner terminated in accordance with any provision of the Agreement. As of
December 31, 2003, the Partnership has funded 100% of the Merchant Banking Partnership capital
contributions. :

GulfStar Merchant Banking, Ltd. entered into allocation and reallocation agreements whereby the
partners of GulfStar Merchant Banking, Ltd. agreed to reallocate the partner’s capital balances as of
December 31, 2003. Pursuant to these agreements, $433,615 of the Partnership’s partnership account
was allocated to the other partners of GulfStar Merchant Banking, Ltd. This reallocation has been
included with income applicable to the minority interest of $48 in minority interest in the
accompanying statement of operations.

As the Partnership has controlling interest in GulfStar Merchant Banking, Ltd., these financial
statements are shown on a consolidated basis.

Effective January 1, 2001, the Partnership earns revenues solely from the private placement of, or the
investment in, equity and debt securities. The Partnership will utilizes the services of
GulfStar I, Ltd. (GulfStar II) (an affiliated company) for the day-to-day operation and management
of the Partnership’s business, including financial services management, information systems,
bookkeeping, recordkeeping, clerical services, furnishing office space, equipment, and supplies;
assisting in compliance with all reporting and administrative obligations of the Partnership; assisting

6 (Continued)
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GULFSTAR GROUP I, LTD. AND SUBSIDIARY
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
December 31, 2003

in preparation and updating of a business plan, preparation of budgets, providing marketing and sales
support, obtaining research, analysis, and informational services; and arranging for monitoring of
legal, accounting, and other professional services. As compensation for these services, the
Partnership pays GulfStar I a management fee, payable quarterly in arrears or at such other times as
the parties may mutually agree. Fees are based on a percentage of private placement fee revenues
and a specific allocation of incremental overhead. Fees paid pursuant to this agreement were
$2,482,094 and are reported in management fees in the accompanying statement of operations.

Basis of Accounting

The consolidated financial statements are prepared using the accrual basis of accounting in
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. All
significant intercompany transactions have been eliminated in consolidation. '

Use of Estimates

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted
in the United States of America requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect
the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the
date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the
reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates.

Cash and Cash Equivalents

The Partnership considers all short-term investments with original maturities of ninety days or less to
be cash equivalents.

Investment Securities

Investment securities represent investments in senior subordinated notes and common stock. The
investment securities, all of which are not readily marketable, are carried at estimated fair value as
determined by management. Interest income 1s recorded on the accrual basis.

Private Placement Fees

Private placement fees are revenue earned from the private placement of equity and debt securities.
The revenue is recognized when earned.

Income Taxes

Profits and losses from the Partnership are reported for income tax purposes by the respective
partners and are ailocated to the partners in accordance with the terms of the partnership agreement.

Accordingly, no provision for income taxes is reflected in the accompanying consolidated financial
statements.

7 (Continued)
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GULF¥STAR GROUP L, LTD. AND SUBSIDIARY
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
December 31, 2003

Minimum Capital Requirements

The Partnership is subject to the Securities and Exchange Commission’s Uniform Net Capital Rule
(Rule 15¢3-1), which requires the maintenance of minimum net capital and requires that the ratio of
aggregate indebtedness to net capital, both as defined, shall not exceed 15 to 1. At December 31, 2003, the
Partnership had computed regulatory net capital of $116,359, which exceeded its required net capital of
$5,000 by $111,359. The Partnership had no aggregate indebtedness at December 31, 2003.

Liabilities Subordinated to the Claims of General Creditors

As of December 31, 2003 and for the year then énded, the Partnership had no liabilities subordinated to
claims of general creditors.

Exemption From Rule 15¢3-3

The Partnership is exempt from Rule 15¢3-3 of the Securities and Exchange Commission Act of 1934
under Subsection (k)(2)(ii) of that rule. Under this exemption, the “Computation for Determination of
Reserve Requirements” and “Information Relating to the Possession or Control Requirements” are not
required.

Consolidated Subsidiary

The following is a summary of financial information of the Partnership’s consolidated subsidiary, GuifStar
Merchant Banking, Ltd. as of December 31, 2003:

Cash $ 81,668
Investments 1,900,775

Total assets $ 1,982,443
Partners’ capital $ 1,982,443

The accounts of the subsidiary are not included in the computation of the Partnership’s net capital under
Rule 15¢3-1.



GULFSTAR GROUP [, LTD. AND SUBSIDIARY

Computation of Net Capital under Rule 15¢3-1 of the
Securities and Exchange Commission

December 31, 2003

Net capital:
Partners’ capital per the accompanying consolidated financial statements
Less nonallowable assets:

Investment securities not readily marketable
Other

Net capital

Net capital requirement (greater of $5,000 or 6-2/3% of aggregate indebtedness)
Net capital in excess of required amount

Aggregate indebtedness

Ratio of aggregate indebtedness to net capital

See accompanying independent auditors’ report.

Schedule

2,098,802

(1,900,775)
(81,668)

116,359
5,000

111,359
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KPMG LLP
700 Louisiana Street Telephone 713 319 2000
Houston, TX 77002 Fax 713 3192041
Independent Auditors’ Report on Internal
Control Required by SEC Rule 17a-5
The Partners

GulfStar Group I, Ltd.:

In planning and performing our audit of the consolidated financial statements and schedule of GulfStar
Group I, Ltd. (the Partnership) and subsidiary for the year ended December 31, 2003, we considered its
internal control, including control activities for safeguarding securities, in order to determine our auditing
procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the consolidated financial statements and not to
provide assurance on internal control.

Also, as required by Rule 17a-5(g)(1) of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the Commission), we
have made a study of the practices and procedures followed by the Partnership, including tests of such
practices and procedures that we considered relevant to the objectives stated in Rule 17a-5(g), in making
the periodic computations of aggregate indebtedness and net capital under Rule 17a-3(a)(11) and for
determining compliance with the exemptive provisions of Rule 15¢3-3. Because the Partnership does not
carry security accounts for customers or perform custodial functions relating to customer securities, we did
not review the practices and procedures followed by the Partnership in any of the following:

1. Making quarterly securities examinations, counts, verifications, and comparisons;
2. Recordation of differences required by Rule 17a-13; or

3. Complying with the requirements for prompt payment for securities under Section 8 of Federal
Reserve Regulation T of the board of governors of the Federal Reserve System.

The management of the Partnership is responsible for establishing and maintaining internal control and the
practices and procedures referred to in the preceding paragraph. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates
and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of controls
and of the practices and procedures referred to in the preceding paragraph and to assess whether those
practices and procedures can be expected to achieve the Commission’s above-mentioned objectives. Two
of the objectives of internal control and the practices and procedures are to provide management with
reasonable but not absolute assurance that assets for which the Company has responsibility are safeguarded
against loss from unauthorized use or disposition and that transactions are executed in accordance with
management’s authorization and recorded properly to permit preparation of financial statements in
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. Rule 17a-5(g)
lists additional objectives of the practices and procedures listed in the preceding paragraph.

Because of inherent limitations in internal control or the practices and procedures referred to above, error
or fraud may occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of them to future periods is

.... KPMG LLP, & U.S. limited tiability partnership, is the U.S.
b fiean af VDAAR Int tinnal

Y Intarnatinnal a Swiss cooperative



{

subject to the risk that they may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the
effectiveness of their design and operation may deteriorate.

Qur consideration of intemal control would not necessarily disclose all matters in internal control that
might be material weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of the specific internal
control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that error or fraud in amounts that
would be material in relation to the consolidated financial statements being audited may occur and not be
detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions.
However, we noted no matters involving intemmal control, including control activities for safeguarding
securities, that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above.

We understand that practices and procedures that accomplish the objectives referred to in the second
paragraph of this report are considered by the Commission to be adequate for its purposes in accordance
with the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and related regulations, and that practices and procedures that do
not accomplish such objectives in all material respects indicate a material inadequacy for such purposes.
Based on this understanding and our study, we believe that the Partnership’s practices and procedures were
adequate at December 31, 2003 to meet the Commission’s objectives.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the partners, management, the National
Association of Securities Dealers, Inc., state regulatory authorities, the Securities and Exchange
Commission and other regulatory agencies that rely on Rule 17a-5(g) under the Securities Exchange Act of
1934 in their regulation of registered brokers and dealers, and is not intended to be and should not be used
by anyone other than these specified parties.

KPMe LLP

February 16, 2004
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