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Pursuant to Section 33 of the Investment Company Act of 1940, we are transmitting
herewith for filing copies of the following complaints:

Dear Ladies/Gentlemen:

John Golisano v. Bank of America Corporation, Bank of America, N.A., Banc of
American Capital Management, LLC, BACAP Distributors, LLC, Stephens Inc.,
Nations Institutional Reserves Convertible Securities Fund, Nations International
Equity Primary Fund, Nations Emerging Markets Fund, Nations Fund Inc. Small
Company Fund, Edward J. Stern, Canary Investment Management, LLC, Canary
Capital Partners, Ltd. and Does [-100.

2. Robert K. Finnell bringing suit “derivatively on behalf of Nations Funds” v. Bank
of America Corporation, Banc of America Capital Management, LLC, Kenneth D.
Lewis, A. Max Walker, Robert H. Gordon, Edward D. Bedard, Canary Investment
Management, LLC, Canary Capital Partners, LLC and LTD, Nations Fund Trust,
Inc., and Nations Marsico Growth Fund.

3. Shirley M. McClain and Keith Nichols v. Bank of America, Banc of America
Capital Management, LLC; and Nations Funds.

4. Ronald D. Weiner and Robert Garfield v. Banc of America Capital Management,
LLC, Janus Capital Corporation, Strong Capital Management, Inc., Canary
Capital Partners, LLC, Canary Investment Management, LLC, Canary Capital

fm—.
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Partners, LTD, Nations Fund Inc. International Value Fund and Janus funds and
Strong funds.

5. James McLain v. Bank of America Corp., Bank of America Advisors, Banc of
America Capital Management, LLC, Bank of America Securities, Nations Funds
Trust, and Doe defendants 1-100. ‘

6. Emanuel Wasserman v. Kenneth D. Lewis, John R. Belk, Charles W. Coker,
Frank Dowd, IV, Kathleen F. Feldstein, Paul Fulton, Donald E. Guinn, James H.
Hance, R., Walker E. Massey, C. Steven McMillan, Patricia E. Mitchell, Edward
L. Romero, O. Temple Sloan, Jr., Meredith R. Spangler Ronald Townsend,
Jacqueline M. Ward, Virgil R. Williams, Theodore C. Sihpol I, Charles D.
Bryceland, Edward J. Stern, Canary Capital Partners, LLC, Canary Investment
Management, LLC, Canary Capital Partners, LTD, and Bank of America
Corporation.

We understand that this filing will be logged into your system as Form type 40-33. If
you have any questions, please contact the undersigned at the number indicated above.

Very truly yours,

e CAt

Steven G. Cravath

cc: Francis E. Dalton
Linda B. Stirling
Joyce M. Pickholz



-

|
l
LITE DEPALMA GREEBERG & RIVAS, LLC
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY

JOBN GULISANO, Individually and on Behalf of
all Others Similarly Situated,

Plaintiff,

V3.

BANK OF AMERICA CORPORATION;

NATIONS INSTITUTIONAL RESERVES
CONVERTIBLE SECURITIES FUND, NATIONS

B\ITTERN:ATI ONAL EQUITY PRIMARY FUND,

ks

W L

CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

NATIONS FUND INC. SMALL COMP

FUND, BANK OF AMERICA NA, BANC OF
AMERICAN CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, LLC,
BACAP DISTRIBUTORS, 1.1.C, STEPHENS
INC., EDWARD J. STERN, CANARY
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT, LLC, CANARY
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Plaintiff, John Golisano, residing at|5807 NW Roth Ave., Coral Springs, Florida 33076, by

himself and his acts; and as to all other matters upon informaticn and belief, the following:

NATURE OF THE ACTION

_ his attorneys, as and for his complaint, alleLes the following upon personal knowledge as to
!

L. This is a class action on behalf of a class (the "Class") of all purchasers, redeemers

und holders of the mutuel fund shares that Are the subject of this lawsuit who purchased or




utherwise acquired shares of the Nations Funds between April 16, 2001 and July 3, 2003 (the
“Class Period”), seeking to pursue remedies under the Investment Company Act of 1940 (the
“Investment Company Act”) and for common law breach of ﬁdﬁciary duties.
JURISDICTION AND VENUE

2. The claims asserted herein arise under and pursuant to § 36 of the Investment
Company Act [15U.S.C. § 80a-35].

‘3. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this action éursuant to 28
U.S.C. § 1331 and § 36 of the Investment Company Act [15 U.8.C. § 80a-35].

| 4, Venue is proper i_n this District pursuant to Section 27 of the Exchange Act and 28

U.S.C. § 1391(b), as many of' the acts and practices complained of ha efn occurred in substantial
part in this District.

5. In connection with the acts alleged in this complaint, defendants, directly or
indirectly, nsed the means and instrumentalities of interstate commerce, iﬁcluding_, but not limited
to, the mailé, interstate telephone communications and the facilities of the national securities

markets,

PARTIES

6. Plaintiff held shares in the Nations Funds during the Class Period and has s;lﬂ‘ered
damages as a reault bf tﬁe wrongful aéts of def'endants as alleged herein.

7. Defendant Bank of America Corporation (“BOA”) is a ccrporétion organized and
existing under the laws of the State of Delaware with its principal place of business located at
Bank of America Corporate Center, Charlorte, North Carolina. BOA has the leading bank

deposit market share position in California, Tloride, Maryland and Washington.



8. Defendant Nations Institutional Reserves Convertible Securities Find (“Nations
Convertible”) is a mutnal fand managed by wholly owned subsidiaries of the BOA with .it; |
principal place of business Jocated at Ope Bank of America Plaza, Charlotte, North Carolina.
Naﬁons Convertible claims that its investment objective is to provide investors witﬁ a total
invesiment return, compri#ed of current income and capital apﬁreciaﬁon, consistent with prudent
investment risk., At all relevant times herein, Ed Cassens served as the Lead Manager of Nations
Convertible. Ed Casseﬁs is 3 Vice President and Senior Portfolio Manager w:th Defen&nt Bank
of America Capital Management LLC. He has been associ#ted with Seafirst Coarporation, which is
controlled by BOA, sinc; 1967, |

9. Defendant Nations International Equity Primary Fund ("Narions Intema.tio‘nal
Equity’”) is a mutual ﬁmd‘manag¢d by wholly owned subsidiarics of the BOA with its principal -
place of business located at One Bank of America Plaza, Charlotte, North Carolina. Nations
International Fquity claims that its investment objective is to seek long—tém capital growth by
investing primarily in equity securities of non-United States companies in Europe, Australia, the
Far East and ather regions, including developing countries. At all relevant times herein, Stephen
Watson served a5 lead manager of Nations Internaticnal Equity.

10,  Defendant Nations Emerging Markets Fund (“Nations Emerging Markets”) is a
mutual find managed by wholly owned subsidiaries of BOA with its principal place of business
located at One Baﬁk of Axﬁerica Plaza, Charlotte, North Carolina. Nations Emerging Markets
claims that its investment objective is to obtain long-term capitalb growth through investments in

emerging markets, such as those in Latin America, Eastern Europe, the Pacific Basin, the Fu



East, and India. Nations Emarging, Markets was managed by Christopher Palmer until its
liquidation in April 2003,

11,  Defendant Nations Fund Inc, Small Company Fund (“Nations Small Cap”) is a
mutual fund managed by wholly owned subsidiaries of BOA with its principal place of business
located at One Bank of America Plaza, Charlotte, North Carolina. Nations Small Cap claims that
its investment objective is to seek long-term growth of capital\ by investing in companies believed
to be undervalued. (Nations Convertible, Nations International Equity, Nations Emerging
Mérkets, Nations Smafl Cap, and other finds managed by wholly owned subsidiaries of BOA; are
referred to, cpllective]y as, “Nations Funds” or “Nations Funds Family”).

12.  Defendant Bank of America NA ("BOANA) is » whoﬁy owned subsidiary of
ZBOA, with its principal place of busincas located 51 Onse Bank of America Plaza, Charlotte, Narth
Carolina.- BROANA. owns the Nations Funds’ administrator.

13.  Defendant Banc of American Capitai Management, LLC (“BACAP”) is a limited
liébi]ity company with its .principal plé.ce of business located at One Bank of America Plaza,
Charlotte, North Carolina. Since January 1, 2003, at the latest, BACAP has served as the
investor advisor 1o aver 70 mutual fund péﬂfolios in thé 'Nati,oﬁs Funds F arnily. BACAP and its -
affiliates claim that they advise more than $195 billidn, including more than 3134 billion under
management in ;he Nationsfunds Family. |

14.  BACAP Distribl;\tors, LLC (“BACAPD") is a limited liability company with its
principal place of business lacated at One Bank of America Plaza, Charlotte, Nonh Carolina.
BA(;‘APD‘ is a wholly owned subsidiary of BOANA. BACAPD is a registered broker/dealer and

is # ember of the NASD and SIPC. BACAPD seweﬁ ag the distributor and administrator to the



Nations Funds. As the Nations. Funds® adm{nistrat.nr, it is responsible for overseeing the
administrative operations of the Nations Funds. Prior to January 1, 2003, BACAPD was known
as Bank of Amenica Advisors, LLC (“BA Advisors”)(BACAPD =and BA Advisors are referred to
collectively as “BACAP Distributors™).

15.  Defendant Stephens Inc, (Stephens), a registered broker/dealer, is a corporation
with its principal place of business located at 111 Center Suaet, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201,
Prior to January 1, 2003, Stephens along with BA Advisors served as co-administrators of the
Nations Funds. (BOA, BOANA, BACAF, BACAPD, BACAP Distributors, and Stephens, are
referred to, collectively as, “Bank of America”)

16,  Defendant Edward J. Stern ("étem"), a resident uf New York County, New York,
13, and wasg at all rclevant timas, the Managing Pﬁncipal of defendants Canary Capital Parf.ﬁm,
11C and C.a‘nary Tnvestment Management, LLC (collectively, “Cana.ry”) |

17. Defendant Canary Capital Partners, L1C is 3 limited liability company organized
and existing under the laws of the State of New Jérsey, with offices at 400 Plaza Drive, Secaucus,
New Jersey.

18.  Defendant Canary Investment Management, LLC is a limited liability company
organized and exisﬁng under the laws of the State of New Jersey, with offices at 400 Plaza Drive,
Secaucus, New Jersey. |

19.  Defendant Canary Capitgl Partners, Ltd. is a Bermuda limited liability company.
Stern is also the Managinp Principal of Canary Capital Partners, Litd, |

20, 'Iﬁe true names and capacitles (whether individual, corporate, associate, or

olherwise) of defendants Does ) through 100, inclusive, and each of them, are unknown to



Pleintiff, who sues said defendants by such fictitious names. Plainﬁﬁ‘is informed and Lelieves and
thereon ulleges that cach §f the defendanta fictitiously named herein is legally responsible in some
actionablc manner for the events described herein, and thereby proximately caused the damage ta
the Plaintiff and the members of the Class, |
CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS

21, Plaintiff brings this action as a federal class action pursuant ta Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure 23(a) and (b)(3) on behalf of a class (the “Class™), consisting of all purchasers,
redeemers _a:nd holders of the mutual fund shares that are the subject of this lawsuit whn‘
purchased or otherwise acquired Nations Fund shares between April 16, 2001 and July 3, 2003,
inclusive, (the “Class Period”) and who were damaged thereby. Bxciudéd from the Class are
defenaants, the officers and directors of the Company, memﬁers of their immediate families and
_ their legal representatives, heirs, SUCCessors or assignﬁ and any em'uy in which defendants have or
had a controlling interest, |

22.  The members of the Class are s0 mmerous that joinder of all members is
impracticable. While the exact number of C)ass members is unknown to Plaintiff at this time and
can only be ascertained through appropriate discovery, Plaintiff believes that theré are hundreds of
thousands of mémbers in the proposed Class.

23.  PlaintifPs claims are typical of the claims of the members of the Class, because
plaintiffs and all of the Class members suétained damages arising out of defendants’ wrongful

conduct complained of herein,



24, Plaintiff will fairly and adequately protect the interests of the. (Clars members ;ind
has ratained counsel who are experienced and competent in class actions, investment fraud, and -
securities litigation,

25, A Class Action is superior to all other available methods for the fair and efficient
adjudication of this controversy, since joinder of all members is impracticable. Fuﬁhermore, as |
the damages suffered by individual members of the Class may be relatively small, the expense and
burden of individual litigation make it impassible for the members of the Class to indiViduaJiy
- redress the wrongs done to them. There will be no difficulty in the management of this action as a

class action,

26.  Questions of law and fact common to the members of the Class predonﬁnaie.wer
any questions that may afect vnly individual mcmberé, in that defendants have acted on grounds

, gcneruily applicable to the entire Class. Among the questinns of faw and fact common to the

Class are- |

1. Whether the federal securities Jaws were violated by Defendants’ acts as alleged
herein; » ’ _

2. - Whether Defendants breached their fiduciary duties by engaging in frandulent
activity; |

3. Whether Defendants conspired to breach fiduciary duties;

4, Whether Defendants aided and abetted others in their breach of fiduciary duties;
and

5  Whether the members of the Class have sustained damages and, if so, what is the

appropriate measure of damages.



SUBSTANTIVE ALLEGATIONS
27.  From 1991 to 2003, each of the defendants for personal gain and their own
financial advantage agreed and conspired with each other tcl> violate thé federal securities laws and
breach fiduciary duties to investors by, ﬁmong other things, engaging in fraudulent schemes that.
benefitted the defendants to the extent of tens of millions of dollars at the expense of Nat%ons
- Funds investors. Both schemes involved the expresé agreement and complicity of the Bank of
America, the Nations Funds, their management companies, and others who conspired to and aided
and abetted violations of fiduciary duties to investors in the Nations Funds jn return for substantial
fees and other income for themselves. |
28. One séhexﬁe pﬁrsuam 1o which the defendants violated the securities laws and
breached fduciary duties io investors was by agreeing that certain favored investors, including
Canary, would be permitted to “late trade” Nations Funds® shares. As described in greater detail
below, the daily price of mutual fiund shares is generally calculated as of 4:00 p.m. EST. Orders
to buy, sell or exchange mutual fund shares placed at or before 4:00 p.m. EST on & given day
receive that day’s price. Conversely, orders placed after 4:00 p.m. EST are supposed to be priced
using the following day’s pkfice. Canary agreed and conspired with the other defendants that
orders Canary placed after 4:00 p.m. on a given day would illegally recefve that day’s price (as
“opposed to the next day’s price, which the ordér would have received had it been processed
lawfully), This allowed Canary to capitalize on post-4:00 p.im. information while those wha
bought their mutual fund shares Jawfully could not.
28.  Defendams also conspired and agiced to violate the securities laws and breach

fiducisuy duties to Nations Funds’ investors by allowing Canary and other favored investors to



engage in “timing” of the Nations Funds. “Timing” is an investment téchnique involving short-
termy, “in and out” trading of mutual fund shares. This technique is designed to exploit
inefficiencies in the way mutual fund cdmﬁanies price their shares. Tt is wideiyl acknowledged that
timing inures 1o the detrimeﬁt of long-term shareholders and as a result, each of the Nations
Funds prospectuses states that timing is monitored and the finds work to prevent it. Howavér, in
return for investments that will increase fund manager’s fees, the Nations Funds managers — with
the express permission of the Bank of America — entered into undisclosed agreements to allow

30.  The Nations Funds’ pmspeduses crested the misleading impression that the .
~Nations Funds were vigilantly protecting investors against the negative effects of timing.
However, the opposite was tru.e in Lhat = with the express permission of Bank of America and its
Subsidiarics — mpnagers sold the right to time their funds ta Canary and other hedge fund
investors. The prospectuses were si]eﬁt about thege ;nangements.

31.  Asaresult of “late trading” and. “iming” of mutual funds, Canary and the other
‘de.fendants each profited handsomely. The losers were the Plaintiff and the Class, as unsuspecting
investors in the Nations Funds because Canary’s and the other favored investors’ éxcess profits
came dol.!ar-for-dollar out of their pockets.

A. LateT rading

32, Canary’s practice of late trading exploited the unique way in which mutual funds
set their prices. Mutual funds dre valued once a day, usually at 4:00 p.m. EST, when the New
York market closes. The price, known as the Net Asset Value or “NAV,” gcn'erally reflects the

closing prices of the securities that comprise a given fund’s portfolio, plus the value of any cash



that the fund manager maintains fo;' the fund, A mutual fund stands ready to buy or sall (the
mutual fund industry refers to sales a5 “redemptions”) its sharés at the NAV with the public all
day. Thus, the price of a mutual fund does not change during the course of the day. Orders
pl‘aced at any time during the trading day up to thé 4:00 p.m. cutoﬁ‘ get that day’s NAV, but an
order placed at 4:01 p.m. or thereafter receives the next day’s NAV. This is the rule of “forward
pricing,” which became Jaw in 1968,

33, The forward. pricing system is designed to assure a level playing field for investors.
Mutual fund investors. do not know the exact price at which their rutual fimd orders will be
executed at the time they place thg orders (unlike stock investors), because NAVzs are calculated
after the market closes, Orders placed on or befors 4:00 p.m. on a given day are filled at the NAV
determined that day while orders placed after 4:00 p.m. are Glled at the NAY caleulated the next
day, Thus, all inve.;.tors have the same opportunity to assemble “pre-4:00 p.m. informsation” bafhre
they buy or sell. Undex; this system no investor is supposed to have the benefit of “post-4:00
information”prior to making an investment decision. The importance of this protection becomes
clear when, for example, there is an event after 4:00 p.m. (like aﬁ ﬁnexpectedly positive corporate
earnings announcement) tbat makes it highly probable that the market for the stocks in a given
‘.ﬁmd will open sharply higher the next day; Forward pricing ensures faimess in that those who
bought the fund during the day, before the information came out, will enjoy a gain.. Those who
buy shares in the fund afier the announcement are not supposed to share in this profit. Their
purchase order should receive the NAV set at the end of the next day, when the market will have
- digested the news and reflected its impact in (1) higher prices for the stock held by the fund and

therefore (2) a higher NAV for the fund.

10



34,  Aninvestor who has the ability to avoidvforwa.rd pricing and buy at the pn'dr NAV
enjoys a significant trading edge. He or she can wait until after the market closes for significant -
news such as the above-eénﬁngs announcement to come out, and then buy 1h-e fund at the oid,
low NAV that does not reflect the ifnpact of the new infpnnatioxi. When the rﬁarket goes up the
next day, the Jucky investor would be able to sell und 1calice an arbitrage profit based solely on
the pﬁvi]cge ﬁf trading on the “stale” NAV,

| 35, The late trader’s arhitrage profit comes dollar for dollar out of the mu@ fund that
the late trader buys beéause whenv the late trader redeems his shares and claims his profit, the
mutue_xl fund manager has either to sell stocic or use cash on hand — stock and cash that _used to
belong to the long-term investors -- to give the late trader hisr gam ‘As d result, the late trader’s
gain is the fong-term investors’ [oss. The forward pricing rule was enacted to prevent ﬁﬁs kind of
. abuse. See 17 CF.R. § 270.22¢-1(a).

| 36, | Canary engaged in Jate trading on a daily basis from in or about March 2000 until

July of 2003, Canary targeted and conspired with the Nation Funds and extracted tens of millions
of dollars from them. Dvuring the declining market of 2001 snd 2002, it used late truding (v, in
effect, sell mutual fund shares short. This caused the Nations Funds to oncrpay for their shares as
the market went down, scrving to magnify long-term investors’ Josses.

37, Canary nbtained the opportunity to engage in Jate trading directly from the Bank
of America. The Bank of America installed special computer equipment in Canary’s office that
allowed it to buy and sell the Nations Funds and hundreds of other mutual funds at the 4:00 p.m.

price until 6:30 p.m. New York time. In return, Canary agreed to leave millions of dollars in Bank

11



of America bond funda on a leng-term basis. These parked funds are kﬁown in the trade as “sticky
agsets.”
B. Timing

38, Mutual funds are meant to be fong-term investments, They are designed for
buy-and-hold inﬁestor_s and aré therefore are fonn of investment that used by most American’s for
retirement and college savings accounts. Nevertheless, quick-tumnaround traders routinely try to
trade in and out of certain mutual funds in order to exploit inefﬁciéndes in the way they set their
NAVs. | |

39.  This strategy works only because some funds usé “stale” prices to calculate the
value of securities held in the fund’s porttoljo. Lhese prices are “stale” because they do nut
" necessarily reflect the ““fair value” of such securities as of the time the NAV ie. calculated. A
typical example i3 a U.S. mutual fund that holds Tapanese shares. Because of the time zone
difference, the Japanese market may close at 2:00 a.m. New York time, If the U.S. mutual fund
manager uses the closing prices of the Japanese shares in his or her fund to amive at an NAV at
4:00 p.m. in New Yark, he or she is relying on market information that is fourteen hours old. If
there; have been positive market moves during the New York trading day that will cause the
Japanese market to rise when it Iater opens, the stale Japanese prices will not reflect them, and the
fund’s NAV will be artificially low. As a result, the NAV does not reflect the true current market
value of the stocks the fund holds. On such a day, a trader who buys the Japanese fund at the -
“stale” price is virtually assured of » profit that can be realized the next day by selling, 'This and
similar strategies are known 'as “time zone arbitrage.” Taking advantage of this kind uf short-term

arbitrage repeatedly in a single mutual fund is valled “timing™ the fund.

12



40. . A similar type of ‘timing is possible in mutual funds that contain illiquid securities
such as high-yield honds or smail cﬁpitalization stocks. Here, the fact that some of the fund’s
secunities may not have traded for hours before the New Yo;k closing time can render the fund’s
NAV stale, and thus open it to being timed. This is sometimes known as “liquidity arbitrage.”

| 41.  Like late trading, effective timing captﬁres an arbitrage profit. Similar to the
adverse consequences to investors that result ﬁ'omvla.xte trading, the arbitrage proﬁt from timing
comes dollar-for-dallar out of the pockets of the long-term investors. At the last mofnent, the
timer can take part of the buy-and-hold investors’ upside when the market goss up, so the next
day’s NAV is reduced for those who are still in the fund. If the timer sells short on bad days -- a8
Canary did — the arbitrage has the t;_-ﬁ‘ect of making the next day’s NAV jower than it would
atherwise have been, thus iuagnifying the losses that investors are experiencing in a declining
market. | |

42.  Resides the wealth transfer of arbitrage (called “dilution™), timers also hérm their
target funds in & number of other ways. They impase their transaction costs on the long-term
investors. Indeed, trades neceés.itated by timer redemptio,ns can also lead to realization of téxable
capital gains at an undesirable time, or may result in managers having to sell stock into a falling
market. Accordingly, fund managers often seek to minimizé the disruptive impact of timers by
keeping cash on hand to pay out the timers’ profits without having to sell stock. This “strategy”
does not ejiminate <the fransfer of wealth out of the mutual fund caused by timing; it only reduces
the administrative cost of those transfers. However, at the same time it can also reduce the overall
performance of the fund by requiring ihé fundmanﬁger to keep a certain amount of the fundy’

assets in cash at all times, thus depriving the investors of the advantages of being fully invested in

13



& rising market. Same fund managsfs even enter into special investments as an afi.empf to “hedge”
against timing octivity, thus deviating altopether from the ostensible investment strategy of their
funds, and incurning further transaction costs.

43,  The managers of the Nations Funds are well aware of the damaging effect tha\t~
timers have on their fands. The large movements in and out of funds -- like those made by Canary
and other favored investors -- were easy fo; Nations Fundé’ managers to spot. Nations Funds
managers have ;ocls to fight back against timers in that Nations Fund managers typically have the.
power simply to reject timers” purchases. Many funds have also instituted short-term trading fees
(“early redemption fees”) that effectively wipe out the arbitrége that timers exploit, Generally,
these fees go directly into the affected fund to reimburse it for the costs of short ter;n trading. In
addition, fund managers are required to update NAVs at the end of th§ day in New York when
there have been market moves that might render the NAV stale. This is called giving the fund a
“fair value.,” Tt eliminates the timer’s arbitrage. As fiduciaries for their investors, mutual fund
-maﬁa.gers are obliged to do their best to use these weapons to protect their customers from the
dilution that timing cahses. | |

44,  Notwithstanding the harm that timing causes, and the tools available to put a stop
1o it, the managers of the Nations Funds allowed the funds to be timed because of the way the =
Nations Funds are organized, Banc of America Capital Managemeﬁt, LLC is the manager for the
Nations Funds family. Although each member of the Nation Fund Family is in fact its own
company, the management company runs it. The portfolio managers who make the investment

decisions for the funds and the executives to whom they report are all typically empluyees of the

14



managemenl company, not the mutual funds themselves. Still, the management company owes
ﬁduciarj duties to each fund and each investor,
C.  The Defendants Put Their Interests Above The Interests of Nations Funds Investors

45.  The management company makes its profit from fees it charges the funds for
financial advice and other services, These feeé are typically a percentage of the assets in the fund,
so the more assets in the family of funds, the more money the manager makes. ‘Canary and the
other favored investors understood this perfectly, and offered the manager more assets in
exchange for the right to time, The Nations Fund managers succumbed to temptation and allowed
investors in the target funds to be hurt in exchange for additional money in their own pockets in
the form of higher management fees. |

46. Canary found that the Nation Funds’ managers were willing to take that deal.
Upon mformation and belief, the Nations Funds’ msnsgeis had preexisting timing busin.esses

entirely sépmﬁte from their relationship with Canary.

47. Inthe peril;)d from 2000 to 2003, Canary entered into agreements with the Nations
Funds whereby they agreed on target funds to be timéd and then move the timing money quickly
between those funds and a resting place in & money market or similar fund in the Nation Fund
Family. By keeping rﬁany million Vdoﬁars iﬂ the Nation Funa Family, Canary assuréd the Nation
Funds’ managers that he or sh‘e would collect managexﬁent and other fees on the amount whether
it was in the target fund, the resting fund, or mo\}ing in between, Jn addition, sometimes the
manager wauld waive any :{pplicable early redemption fees, By doing so, the manager would
directly deprive the fund of money that would have partially reimbursed the fund for the impuct of

timing. ' L.
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48.  As an additional inducement for allowing the timing, the Nation Funds’ managers
received “sticky assets.” These were typically long-term investments inade not in the mutual fand-
in which the timing activity was permitted, but in one of the Nations Fund managers’ financial
vehicles (e.g., 2 bond fund or a hedge fund run by the manager) that assured a steady flow of fees
to the manager.

49, These arrangements were never disefoged to mutual fund investors, Ta the
contrary, the Nations Funds® prospectuses contained materially misleading statements assuring
investors that the fund managers discouraged and worked to prevent mutual fund timing. Indeed,
the Nations Funds expressly wamns investors about the adverse affects that result from market
timing and assures investors that the Nations Funds will safeguard the funds from those who
attempt to engage in market timing. Specifically, the prospectus for each of the Nations Funds
provides:

The interests of a Fund's Jong-term shareholders and its ability to
manage its investments may be adversely affected when its shares
are repeatedly bought and s0ld in response to short-term market
fluctuations— also known as "market timing." The exchange
privilege ig not intended as a vehicle for market timing. Excessive
exchange activity may interfere with portfolio management and
have an adverse effect on all sha chulders. When BA Advisors
believes frequent trading would have a disruptive effect on a Fund's
ability to manage its investments, a Fund may reject purchase
orders and exchanges into a Fund by any person, grOup or account
that is beliaved to be a market timer.

Nevertheless, as described further below, Canary was allowed to time several Nations Funds
subject to such a prospectus.

50.  Canary realized tens of millions of dollars in profits as a result of these timing

arrangements, In many cases these profits also reflect Jate trading, as Canary would frequently
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negotiate a timing agresment with 2 mutual find management company, and then procéed to -]é'té
trade the target funds through Bank of America, STC or another intermediary,
D.  Stern and Canary Capital

51.  Begioning in or around 2000, Stern became a full-time investar and money
manager. He had fwo_ main businesses: (1) investing in various hedge funds run by others and (2)
the rapid-fire trading of mutual funds. The latter was done through Canary Capital Partners, LLC,
a hedge fund devoted to late trading and timing mutual funds. (Canary Capital Partners, Ltd. is a
sister hedge fund engaged in mutual ﬁmdv timing.) |

52, Canary’s main office is in Secaucus, New Jersey and it also ;cnducts business at
667 Madison Avenue, New York, New York. Canary employed a number of professionals and
traders, and used sophisticaled computer models and cquipment in order to identify and then
cxploit late trading and timir;g._ opportunities, Recause s6 much of its business occuﬁed after the
close of U.S. markets, Canary employees regularly worked into the evening,

53,  Stern is the Managing Member of Canary Investment Management, LLC, which
receives a fee for manéging Canary assets calculaged as 1.5% of assets under management and
25% of profits above a certain threshold. As of July 2003, Cahﬂry Asset Managemént ﬁad
received approximately $40 million in Canary management and jncentive fees. The size of these
fees reflects the phendmenal success Canary enjoyed both in terms of its trading results and the
amount of capital it was able to gather in the fund.

54.  Stern began timing trading in July of 1998, Initially he used only money he raised

from private sources, In 1958, S't;m made a profit of 18%s; in 1999, his profit was 110%.
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55.  In September .of 2000, Canary began ta éccept capital from non-family investars.
In the year 2000, Canary earned its investors a return of 49.5% (net of fees), while the S&P 500
dechned by 9% and the NASDAQ declmcd by 39%. By early 2001, Canary and Canary Capital

’ Partners Ltd had $184 million in assets,

36, By the end of 2001, the assets of Canary and Canary Capital Partners Ltd..had
grown to approximately $400 million. In 2001, Canéry earned a return of 28,5% (net of fees),
while the S&P 500 and the NASDAQ declined by 13% and 21%, respectively. In 2002, the
assets of Canary and Canary Capital Partners, Ltd. increased to $730 million. Canary eamed 15%
(net of fees) in 2002, while the S&P 500 and the NASDAQ declined by 23% and 31%,
respectively.

57.  Stem svolved and improved his trading strategies aver time to achieve the.se‘. |
above-market results. Prior t§ 2000, Stern followed a simple timing strategj' that consisted largely
of buying a small cap mchnnlogj fund subject to liquidity arbitrage in 2 certain fund family on |
days when the market was up, and selling it ﬁ/hen the market began to decline. Sterﬁ was able to
do this over and over again which resulted in a systematic transfer of assets cut of the fund. Stem
got away with this pursuant to an express understanding he had with a senior executive of the'
Bank of America, wha allowed Stern unlimited timing privileges and received a “sticky assét”
private equity fund investment in return. |

58, In 2000, Canary also began to expand its timing capacity through an approach
called “timing under the radar.” This refers ta placing trades in mutual fund shares in such a way
that the timing activity is disguised by the transactions of legitimutx investors. The Dank of

America provided this service in uddition to late trading to Canary. As a result, Canary was able
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to hide certain of i_'ts timing trades under the noise of the Jarge number of mutual fund trades that
Bank of America placed to mutual companies tor legitimate investors r._hrough omnibus accounts,

59, 'Whilé C-anary targeted 2 number of funds for timing “under Lhe radar”, these
' arrangemeqts‘wr-:rc uever lasting or dependable, They were gubjest to baing shut down at any time
if the mutual fund company noticed the unusual activity. As a result, Canary negotiated direcﬂy
with the Bank of Atﬁerica to be allowed to time the Nations Funds in exchange for guaranieeing
to place sticky assets in the bank. »

60.  In 2001, faced with dropping markets, Canary developed a complex strategy that
allowed it to in effect sell mutual finds short and profit on declining NAVs. To achieve this, ‘
Canary first needed to determine the exact portfolio makeup of a target mutual fund. The Nation
Funds’ managers were happy to provide this information to Canary. Canary would then sell these
securities short to create a negative micror image of the fund and buy the fund in an offsetting
amount. As a result, Canary would own the shares of'the fund, but be overall “market neutral™ It
would then wait, fully hedged, until there was a markel event that would drive down the fund’s
prive and create an opportunity for arbitrage, Canary would sell the shares back ta the fund that
day at an aniﬁcially high price, which would not yet fuﬂy reflect the market movement downward,
and then close out the short position with cheaper, market price shares, The cash left over was-
Canary’s profit: To reduce the transaction costs of the strategy, Canary worked with derivatives
dealers at Bank of America to create “equity‘baskets” of short positions in fund holdings that
mimicked the effect of shorting every stock in the fund, with one customized “basket” per fund.

61.  Bank of America, which (i) set Canary up with 'a state-of-the art electronic late

trading platform, allowing it to trade late in the hundreds of mutual funds that the bank offers to
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its customers, (ii) gave Canary permission to time‘ fhe Nations Funds Family (iii} provided Canary
with approximately $300 million of credit to finance this late trading and timing, and (iv) sold
Capary the derivative short positions it needed to time the funds as the market dropped. None of
these facts were disclosed in the Nations Funds prospectuses. In the process, Canary became one
‘of Bank of America’s largest customers. The relationship was mutually beneficial in that Canary
made tens of millions ﬂ‘u‘ough late trading and timing, while the various paris of the Bank of
America that servived Canary madg millions themselves. All of thig activity was coordinated
through the Bank of America braker who brought Canary in as a client, Theodore C. Sihpol, OI.
. 62.  Sihpol, who Qorks in the Banc of America Securities” ("BAS”) high-net worth

grdup locﬁted in midtown Manhattan, visited Stern at his office in Secaucus, Naw Jersey in April
2001.

63, buring that meeting, Stern outlined Canary’s approach to timing mutual funds and
results it had achieved doing so, but did not mention late trading. He asked if Canary would be
allowed to time the Nations Funds family, and proposed that the Bank of America could both lend
Canary the money to do 50 and provide clearing services for the timing trades. Sihpol agreed to
check with the Bank of America and get back to Canary. He returned to the office and set about
obtaining approval for Canary’s proposal from his superiors.

64.  Afler making some inquirics within the Bank of America and speaking with Stern
on the telephone, Sihpol asked Stgm to E.ome ta the bank’s New York headguarters and explain
his proposal in person to a larger group that included representatives from the BAS clearing

business. At this meeting, which took place in late Aprﬂ, 2001, Stern and two of Canary’s traders
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explained their strategy to the Bank of America group again, ‘discussvsd their credit needs; and
presented a Jist of the Nations Funds they would most like to time.

65.  When the conversation tumed‘to clearing, the representatives of the BAS clearing
business offered to set up Canary with direct access to the bank’s clearing ﬁmétion through their
electronic ADP system. Using technology that was proprietary to BAS, Canary would be able to
enter jts trades directly intu Canary’s computers in New Jerscy after the market closed until 6:30
p.m. New York tixne,'witﬁout having to speak to a Bank of America representative. The'
representatives of the bank’s clearing business mentioned this Jate trading capability asan
additiona! selling point for ADP. | |

-66.  Themeeting wasa succéss\. The parties agreed to go forward, subject to final
apprpval of the list of Nations Funds to be timed. Sihpol prepared a memorandum summarizing
the Canary/Stern relationship and their eﬂ’oﬁs thus far to implement Canary’s mutusl fund trading
strategy. This memo, dated April 16, 2001, was sent to Charles D. Bryceland, his superior in the
high-net worth brokerage business at BAS, and to a BAS compliance officer. Among other
things, the memo notes that: |

+ Canary uses a proprietary strategy involving imnarket timing
through daily mutual fund trading,

* (2) the “jmmediate objective’” was to implement Canary’s
“proprietary market-timing trading strategy, through the use of
[BAS’] mutual fund clearing operations,” (b) initially it was
contemplated that Bank of America would permit Canary to time
$20 million to $30 million in Nations Funds, and () Canary would
make a “sticky” asset investment of the same amount of money in -
Nations bond funds; '

» (a) initially L',‘an'ary would execute its mutual find timing trudes by
calling the trades into Sihpol, (b) later, however, Canary would be
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provided a dircct Jink to BAS’ proprietary mutual fiind clearing

system, and (c) the BAS clearing depariment had approved -

instailation nf'the “direct link:” and

« other potential business Bank of America could pursue with

Canary and the Stern family included a potential $100 to $200

million line of credit to facilitate Canary’s trade operations and a

$25 million to $30 million opportunity tor the BAS’ derivatives

desk to assist Canary in shorting the stocks owned by the mutual

funds Canary was timing.
Sihpol acknuwledged that Cariary’s requests were “a bit unorthodox,” but stated that C.ahary
“made it clear they are not only willing to play by the guidelines we agree o, but also pay [Bank
~ of Americal for the value we can add.”

67.  Bryceland, Sihpol's branch manager, favored the market timing relationship with
Canary and would Jater commend the diligence of Sihpo! and his team to some of the most senior
Bank of America executives. The BAS compliance representative initially questioned the
propriety of giving a client “direct access” to BAS® mutual fund clearing capabilities. Apparently
the compliance officer’s concerns were satisfied when Sihpol informed him that other Bank of
America employees “felt the business was worthwhile and an appropriate use ot |Bank of
America’s] resources,”

68,  On ‘May 1, 2001, Cunaty sent Sihpol a letter confirming the Nations Funds he
hoped to time and providing the dollar amounts of timing for each fund. Initially, Canary intended
to time four finds - Nations Convertible, Nations International Equity, Wations Emerging
Markets and Nations Small Cap — in an aggregate amount of $16.8 million. The short term trading

was to average one “round turn” per week (i.e., one purchase and one sale of the mutual fund

shares each week). After selling a fund, the proceeds of the sale were to be deposited into a
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. Nations money muiket fund or short~term bond fund until suth time that Canary decided to

“redeploy” it for the next timing trade in the “approved” Natjons finds,
69. The letter further confirmed the understanding reached with respect to manual,

electronic and late trading, and BAS’ intention to provide finapcing for it. Canary wrote:

We plan on transacting our trades manually at first (via Fax), at a time of day that

" is a little bit earlier than {the BAS clearing representative] specificd in our first
meeting, As soon a8 we can work out our Jending arjangement with the bank and
begin trapsacting electronically via ADP, we will draw down leverage against the
capital we have deplayed in the Nations funds, effectively increasing our trading .
capital with yaur firm to $32 million. If all goes well|this capital should grow
larger as we get 2 senge of what trades can and cannot be done via the Banc of
America Securities Platform, We really would like tg get going with ADP and .
begin trading electronically as soon as possible.

Canary also confirmed one of Bank of America’s rewards far allowing such timing activity was
the .receipt of “sticky assets.” According ta thal letter;

It is also our intention to commit “permanent” capital to Nations finds in an
amount equal to the dollars that...[a special purpose mutual fimd timing vehicle
affliated with Canary] trades. For the time being, wé have chosen to invest in
Nations Short to Intermediate Government and Natibns Short Term Income
Fund.... .

70.  Though Sihpol had obtained the go-shead from cleéring operations, his branch
manager and the corﬁpliance_ department, he still needed the|consent of BACAP, the investment
manager_of the Nations Funds. Sihpol had kept Robert H. Gordon, then the co-President of
BACAP, abreast of the negotiations with Stern from the beLinning, and had obtained from him
the list of NationstFunds frqm which Canary_héd made its selection of target funds. On May 3,
2001, Sihpol sent Go-rdon an e-mail, apparently attaching a|copy of Canary’s May 1, 2001 letter,

in which he advised Gordon of the names of the trading veflicles Canary would be using for its
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1iud:xg trades and that a Canary affiliate would be “making the dallar for doflar investment in the
two short-term government fiinds.”

71.  Sihpol also sought ;to enlist Gordon’s assistance with Canary’s proposed
derivatives transactions involving the securities held in certain of the Nations Fuﬁds. In the same
- e-mail, Sthpo} wrbte:

Additional]y, if you cauld.. Jet us know what the most efficient, proper way of

getting the portfolio’s positions and weightings to Cockatiel that would put us on

track for a conversation with our derivatives desk,

Thanks again for all your help....

Ted
That same day, Gordon forwarded Sihpol’s e-mail and its attachment to varjous. seﬂur Ianagers
within BACAP as well as certain individual portfolio managers. Gordon wrote!

Uve spokento a numb;r of ybu about this day trading exception. The account is

the Stern Family, a significant and growing GCIB/Bank relationship. Also, nice

incentive of matching funds in the Short-Intmdt. Gov’t Fund....

thanks, and let me know if there are any jssues.

The Bank of America did not raise any issues. Indeed, afier being notified in a subsequent e-mai)
from Sihpal that the 520 million in “sticl;cy;’ assels promised by Canury had arrived, Gordon
forwarded vthe e-mail to varivus BACAP personnel confirming that Canary was “an approved
timer.” |

72.  Inaddition, Gordon’s e-mail granting a special market timing dispeﬁsation to

Canary was forwarded to the BACAP “timing police” responsible for protecting the Nations

Funds from market tirmners.
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73.  Atfirst, Canary conducted jts late trading with the Bank of America “manually.”
Prior to 4:00 p.m. New York time, Canary sent Sihpol or.a member of his team a series of
“proposed” mutual fund trades by e-mail or fax. Upon receipt, although Sihpol or a member of his
team would fill out and order ticket and time stamp it, rather than execute the order, they would
set it to one side until that evening. Sometime after 4:00 pm New York time, Canary telephoned
Sihpol or a member ’of his team to ejther confirm or cancel the “proposed” order, If confirmed,
the order with its pre-close time stamp was sent by fax to Bank of America’s mutual funds
clearing department for processing, and received that day’s NAV. If the ordér was cancelled,
Sihpol or 2 member of his team would destroy the ticket,

74.  This procedure violated the SEC’s “forward pricing rule,” the Bank of Americas
compliance manual, and the Nativns Funds’ prospectuscs. For example, the Nations Funds
Primary A Sharcs prospactus dated August 1, 2001 states that orders received before the end of a
NYSE’s trading fay would receive that day’s net asset value pel; share, Orders received afier the
end of a business day would receive the next business day's net asset value per share.

75.  The manual trading system was cuﬁbersome, and Canary soon began using ADP,
the “direct link.” After Bank of America technicians installed ADP in Canary’s offices in June of
2001, the link became the preferred metﬁod for Canary’s late trading. The link enébled_Canary to

| trade late not just in the Nations Funds where it had negotiated capacity, but in_ the mény other
mutual fund familEs with which the bank had clearing agreements. When there was a significant
market event after 4:00 p.m. EST but before the ADP trading window closed at 6:30 p.m., the

NAVSs of many of these funds would be stale and potentislly ripe for arbitrage Liuding by Canary.
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76,  Sihpol and his feam collected a go called “wrap fee” of one percent of the Capary
assets in Nations Funds and one half of oné percent of the assets in other funds traded 'throixgh the
platfarm. The term “wrap fee” as used at Bank of America generally refers to the fee it charges
for investment advice on accouants it manages. The bank provided no investment advice to
Canary; the “wrap fee” was compensation for timing capacity and late trading. r‘l‘hrou,gl'nou'c 2001,
2002 and up until July 2003, Canary placed late orders for hundreds of mutual fund tradesﬁ
through ADP, Each evening, summaries of Canary’s late trades were faxed to Sihpol’s team,
which used them ta reconcile trading reports and then discarded them.

77.  Sihpol went to the Bank of America’s private banking area to obtain additional
' ﬁnancfng for Canary’s trading strategies, The executives who approved this financing knew that
the mbney would be used to time the bank"u own funds, Dank of Amcxién tnitially agreed to a $75

ﬁﬁﬂi’un line of credit and later incrensed that credit line to $100 and then $200 million, The
collateral for these loans was Canary’s murtual fund positions, 50 the bgnk’s éredit areg tracked
Canary’s trading closely to make sure the bank was fully secured, Caﬁaty paid the bank a
generous interest rate of LIBOR plus 1.25% for this loan. |

78.  Sihpol also sought and obtained approval for the BAS equity derivaﬁvgs area to
engage in the complex “equity basket” tfansactiohs that enabled Canary to sell mutual funds short
and profit from falling markets, Sihpol facilitated establishing these “synthetic” short pasitions by
obtaining from Gordof‘\’s group the precise makeup of the Nations Funds that Canary was
| interested in shorting, This information was then transferred to the bank’s derivatives desk, which
would then sell the stocks that the Nations Funds’ managers were buylng in order to creuie u

hedge. Sihpol helped Canary update these positions on 4 1egular basis 50 that the positions
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tracked the changing puiLfolios of the Nations Funds, Canary paid the bank derivatives group
commissione for the stock sales plus a generous financing spread.

79.  Canary’s timing activity in Nations Funds proceeded during 2001. In early 2002,
however, Gordon raised en issue with Sihpol about an agreement the two had reached in

December, 2001 to provide Capary with more timing capacity. This agreement was reflected in an

e-mail sent to Bryceland, Sibpol’s branch manager, in which Siphol wrote:

‘Canary is currently OK to trade 1% (or approx. $5MM) of the Nation’s

International find. When Rab [Gordon] and 1 spoke in December we agreed an

increase to 2% would be acceptable provided it was accompamed by an amount of

“sticky” assets to be determined later,
When the time had come for Gordon to make good on this agreement, Sihpol sent an e-mail dated
January 2, 2002;

Rob-

Happy New Year. We wanted to let you know Canary’s line of credit with the

bank has been increased to $100MM (from $75) and they are anticipating putting

it to work with us over the next couple of weeks, Do you have any feel on when

we could expand their space in [the International Fund] as we discussed last

month? This is a top priority for them and have [sic] offered “sticky” assets in

return for addmonal trading space,

Thanks again for the help.

Ted

80. Gorddn disagreed. The agreement, according to Gordon, was oﬁly that he would
consider approving an increase in Canary’s timing capacity which was, in any event, contingent
upon the fund sub-adwsor 5 consent o the timing actmty Gordon then enlisted the assistance of

a senjor executive at Bank of America’s private bank, w:th whom he had already discussed the

|  issue. In an e-mail forwarding Sihpol’s January 2nd e-mauil, Gurdon wrote:
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... you and I talked briefly about this on the bus in Phoenix — is this something

that you want me to continue to make exceptions for (we don't a5 a general rule

except market timers)? The corresponding balances they give us in the funds are

nice but I wouldn’t do it for that, ‘

Rob

81.  This message was forwarded to another Bank of America executive with the note
that the Canary relationship “is controversial within bacap™ and requesting that she speak with
Gordon and advise on a game plan, According to an e-mail from Brycelond, Sihpol’s supervisor,
the private bank's concern “was making sure we do additional husiness 1f we are giving them
100mm of nur balance sheet?” Bryceland then scheduled a lunch meeting for the following day to
discuss the Canary relationship and related issues with Gordon.

82.  The next day, January 4, 2002, Sihpol sent an e-mail, at Bryceland’s request,
quantifying the past and future Canary refationship. In relevant part, Sihpol wrote:

The commission generated as of 12/31/01 has totaled over 3655,000 (not including

any revenue generated from the LIBOR + 125 [hasis points] $100MM line of

credit from the bank- of which $70 MM is currently drawn). This means the

revenues for AMG would total over $2,250,000 on an annualized basis. This

number assumes zero growth aver the next year and does not include the one time

fees (initial mutual funds charges; loan closings, etc,) the account experienced this

year, We are meeting with Eddie Stem on Monday to discuss dramatically

expanding their derivative business and the addition of new capital to their trading

accounts.
Bryceland then forwaided Sihpol's “quantification” of the Canary relationship to additional
mcmbers of Bank of America’s managament Recipients included Richard DeMartini, the head of
all of Bank of America’s asset management businesses. Included with Sihpol’s e-mail was

Bryceland’s praise for the individuals involved:

Accolades goto, S
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* Rob Gordon & BACAP for giving access to BACAP funds for market timing
activities (initial business we booked and not normally accepted by BACAP)

* [Private Bank executives] - Line of credit for 75 mm, now 100mm to provide
leverage for derivative and market timing transactions in an expedited and
extremely professional way

* Ted Sihpol .... - for...appropriately drawing on the firms [sic] resources to
establish [the Canary relationship]. It is always nice to enter a new year with a
success like this. Thanks to all tearn members who have contributed 2o this
profitable relatmnshxp and for thinking across divisional hnes ta make money for
the firm,

B3, After these c-mail briefings of the upper ranks of RBank of America, Sihpol met
with Csnary as he indicated he would in the “quanﬁﬁcation” e-mail. Aﬁparently the controversy |
within BACAP continued, however, as Gordon had not yet approved Canary’s request for
additional tixhing capacity, Shpol e-mailed the results of his Canary meeting to Gordon as

follows:

1. They are adding an additional $50MM to their trading accounts to
be run at 50 [basiz points]. This is part of $90MM worth of negotiated space they
‘have been promised by another firm and wish to trade the space here. This will be
followed by the additional 40MM as they use the $100MM line of credit.

-2, They agreed to try and increase their communication with us/the
funds when increasing or decreasing the size of their trade in our (Nations) funds,

.3. ~ They would like to see a term sheet on the principal protected note
managed by Marsico as soon as one becomes available - and understand the value
of participating in proprietary offerings.

4. They [sic] fund would like to increase their busmess wi[the
derivatives uica)] - esp. the ability to trade the sume contracts more frequently
(weekly). The execution of our [derivatives] desk is the best they have on the
street.

5. Lastly, they would like to ask if we could grant them space (1-2%)
in 3 additional Nations Funds. . . .

While T know we continue to ask for space, the client continues to bring us new,
outside, assets and cantinues to pay us generously on in-house, outside and
derivative accounts, Thanks again for the help and anything you could do would be
great...

Gordon forwarded Sihpol’s status e-mail to DeMartint with the following message:
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Rich — Once we’ve gotten the Marsico Principal Protected Fund off the ground,
we intend to ask- Mr, Stern for a commitment of $20 million in return for the

- market timing commitments.
Roh

BACAP, however, was unable to launch the Marsico Principal Protected Fund into which the
sticky money was to be deposited. Gordon nonetheless ‘approved additional timing capacity, and
Canary continued timing various Nations Funds throughout 2002 and into 2003,

84. At no time did the Nations Funds disclose to shareholders (1) the agreements with
Canary, (2) Canary’s extensive market timing activities pursuant to these agreements, (3) the
~ “sticky asset” deals, (4) the fact that Canary had access to 4 BAS trading platform that enabled
Canary to trade late, or (5) the other ﬁnanc‘ial services the Bank of America had provided Canaiy
{and the revenues the Bank of America derived therefom) in connection with Canary receiving
timing capuuily in the Nations Punds,

25.  The 2001 Nations Funds prospectus contains no meaningful disclosures relating to
market tihﬁng. In 2002, however, when Canary’s timing activity was in full swing, Nations Funds
added language to the prospectus disclosing the harmful effect of market timing and reassuring
shareholders that Nations Fx':_nds would protect them. For example, the August 1, 2002 Nations .
Funds prospectus for Primary A shares discloses the following:

‘The interests of 8 Fund’s long-term shareholders and its ability to msnage
investments may be arlversely affected when its shares are repeatedly bought and
- scld in response ta short-term market fluctuations — also known as “market

timing.” The exchange privilege is not intended as a vehicle for market timing.

Excessive exchange activity may interfere with portfolic management and have an

adverse effect on all shareholders. When BA Advisors believes frequent trading

would have a disruptive effect on a Fund’s ability to manage its investments, a

Fund may reject purchase orders and exchanges into a Fund by any person, group
or account that is believed to be 2 market timer.
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86.  As onc of Dank of America’s “timing police” stated in an internal email discussing
another timers’ approach tn Natinns Funds in search of timing capacity:

Our stated policy for the Funds; and our representation to the Board, is that we do
not allow market timing activity.

" A copy of this email was sent to Gordon on March 18, 2003, Five days later, Gorden approved
further Canary timing in two additional Nations funds.

87.  Ultimately, cven BACAP’s awn smployees questioned whether Canary’s timing
trading was detrimental to long-term shareholders. In a May 12, 2003 e-mail, a BACAP émployee
complained vociferously to the “timing police” about the damage a timer was doing to one of the
Nations Funds:

the BB has a client who trades $9 million in and out of the mideap index fund all

the time, It wasn't so bad when he held his positions for a while, but now he’s

trading extremely short swings, sometimes with holding periods of only a day. The
" impact of this has been lessened rince we have been getting notification in time to

hedge at the close, but there is still a cost that’s being borne by other fund ,

shareholders. We would be happy to set up a futures trading account for this guy

and handle his futures trades for him, but a mutual fund is not thas right vehicle for

this kind of trading,

Notwithstanding these concerns, Canary continued to time the Nations Funds until early July,
2003, when Canary received a subpoena from the New York State Attorney General’s Office. At
that point, Canary’s iming of Nations Funds ceased. On July 3, 2003, a member of the BACAP
“timing police” force sent the following e-mail to his colleague:

This [attachment] is the [Canary] account in Small Company that came in on June

11 through Bear Stearns that Ted Sihpol indicated would be “sticky” money, They

placed a full liquidation yesterday.

The BACAP “timing police” noticed right away that Canary’s “sticky assets” had left the bank,
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COUNT ONE :
VIOLATION OF SECTION 36(a) OF THE INVESTMENT COMPANY ACT OF 1940
AGATNST ALL DEFENDANTS

88.  Plaintiff repeats and realleges each and every allegation contained above as if fully |
set forth herein,

89.  This claim for relief is brought pufsuant to Section 36(a) of the Investment
Company Act of 1940 against defendants. Under Section 36(a), an impiied private right of aﬁtion

exists, See McLachlan v. Simon, 31 F. Supp.2d 731 (N.D. Cal. 1998).

90.  Under Section 36(s) of the Investment Company Act, defendants shall be deemed -
to owe a fiduciary duty t>o plaintiff and other Class members witﬁ respect to the receipt of fees ahd
compensation that defendants reéeive for ‘s.ervices‘ of'a materia) pature. |

91,  Here, defendants have devised and implemented a scheme £o obtain substantial fees
and other income for themaclves and their Aﬁi]iates by allowing Canary and ntﬁer favored
iﬁvestors to engage in late trading and timing of the Nations Fun&s throughout the Class Period
and in violation of their fiduciary duties to their customers, i.e., plaintiff and Class mmembers.

92.  Defendants engaged in such scheme to only benefit it;elf and their affiliates by
allowing Canary and other favored investors to engage in lata trading and timing of varijous
Nations Funds in return for substantial fees and other income.

93.  Defendants have breached the ﬁduqiary dﬁﬁes it owes to plaintiff and ather Class
members by, among ‘other things, devising this plan and scheme sblel'y for its own beneﬁt-and by
failing to reveal to them matériai facts which would allow them to make informed decisions about

the true value and performance of the Nations Funds.

32



04, Plaintiffs and other Class membars have been injured as a result of defendants’

breach of fiduciary duty and violation of Section 36(b) of the Investment Act of 1940.

COUNT TW 0
VIOLA! !OE OF SECTION 36(b) OF THE INVESTMENT COMPANY ACT OF 1940
AG STALL DEFENDANTS

95. flabtiﬁ repeats and realleges each and cvery allegation contained sbove as if fully
set forth herein. |

96. | This claim for relief is brought pursuant to Section 36(b) of the Investment
Company Act of 1940 against defendants.

97.  Under Section 36(b) of the Investment Company Act, defendants shall be deemed
to owe a fiduciary duty to plaintiff and other Class members with respect to the receipt of fees and
compensation that defendants rec:eive for services of a material nature. |

o8, Here, defendants have devised and implemented a scheme to obtain substantial fees
and other income for themselves and ﬂxexr affiliates by allowing Canary and other favored
investors to engage in late trading at_\Ad timing of the Nations Funds thrqughogt the Class Period
and in violation of their fiduciary duties to their customers, i.e., plaintiff and Class membc;s.

- 99, Defendunts engaged in such schems to only benefit itself and their affiliates by
 allowing Cunary and cther fayored investors to engage in late trading and“tirning of various
Nations Funds in rethm fn} substantial fées and other income. | |

100, Defendants have breached the fiduciary duties it owes to plaintiff and other Class

members by, among other things, devising this plan and scheme solely for its own benefit and by
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failing 1u 1eveal ta them material facts which would allow them to make informed decisions about
the true value and performance of the Nations Fund.
101. Plaintiff and other Class members have been injured as a result of defendants’
breach of fiduciary duty and violation of Section 36(b) of the Investment Act of 1940,
COUNT THREE

AGAINST THE ALL DEFENDANTS
'FOR BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTIES

o 1oz, Plaintiff incoxporates by reference all preceding and subsequent paragraphs asif
ful}s' set forth herein, |

103.  Plaintiff and the Class placed their trust and confidence in Bank of America to
manage the assets thef invested in the Nations Funds.

104, Dlaintiff and the Clase reasonably expected that the Bank of America would hanar
its obligations to the them by, among nther things, observing the securities Jaws and honoziﬁg the
representations made in the Nations Funds’ prospectuses.

105, The Bank of America, aided and abetted by the other Defendants, who are co-
conspirators, breached its ﬂduciafy duties to the Plaintiff and the Class by violating ﬁe securities
laws and breaching express ﬁnd implied representations contained in the Nations Funds’
prospectuses for the benefit of the Bank of America and each of the'other defendants.

106.  Each of the Deferidants was an active participant in the breach of fiduciary duty
who participated in the breach for the purpose of advancing their own interests.

107.  Plaintiff and the Class have been specially injured by defendants’ wrongdoing. For

example, those class members who redeemed thelr shares duting Uie Class Period received less
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than what they would have been entitled to. had certain individuals not engaged in illegal market
timing and late trading, Additionally, certain members of the Class (i.e., those who purchase&
their mutual fund shares legally), were treated differently than those purchasers that were market
timers and/or late traders, | |
| 108.  The Bank of America, aided and abetted by the other Defendants, who are also co-

conspirators, éctéd in bad-faith, for personal gain and in furtherance of his or her own financial
advantage in connection with the wrongful conduct complained of'in thiﬁ complaint,

109, As a dircct and proximate result of the defendanté‘ foregoing breaches of fiduciary
duties, plaintiff and the members of the Class have suffered da:nages.

110. Bank of America and the other Defendanis, us aiders, abettors, and ‘co-
couspirators, are cach jointly and .severn.“y liable for an mﬁount to be determined at tral. .

PRAYER FOR RELTEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff on behalf of hi:n#eif and of the Class pray for relief and
judgmeﬁ:, as follows:

L Declaring plaintiff to be class representative and this action to be a class action
pursuant to Rule 23(a) and (b)(3) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure on behalf of the Class
defined herein, | |

2 Awarding plaintiff and the members of the Class damages in an amount which may
be proven at trial, together with interest thercon,
3,  Awarding plaintiff and the members of the Class pre-judgment and post-judgment

interest, a5 well as their reasonable attomeys' and experts' witness fees and uthier costs;
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4, Awarding such other and further relief as this Court may deem jusf and proper
including any extraordinary equitable and/or injunctive relief as permitted by law or equity to
attach, impound of otherwise restrict the defendants’ assets to assure plaintiffs have an effective
remedy; and | |

5. Such other relief as this Court deems appropriate,

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
| Plainfiﬁ‘ hereby demands a trial by jury;

Dated: September 8, 2003 Respectﬁﬂly submitted,

TE D PALI\IA GREEBERG & RIVAS, LLC
J oS h J. DePalma
Michaci E, Patunas
Two Gateway Center, 12th Floor
Newark, NJ 07102
(973) 623-3000

CAULEY GELLER BOWMAN & RUDMAN, LLP
Samuel H. Rudman

Robert M. Rothman |

200 Broadhollow Road, Suite 406

Melville, NY 11747

(631) 367-7100

SCHIFFRIN & BARROWAY, LLP

Marc A, Topaz, Esquire
Richard A. Maniskas, Esquire
Three Bala Plaza East

Suite 400

Bala Cynwyd, PA 15004
(610) 667-7706

Attorneys for Plaintiff
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Plaimiﬁ', by his attorneys, hereby certifies that to the best of his knowledge, the matter in
controversy is not the subject of any other pending or contemplated judicial or arbitration proceeding.
Plaintiff is not currently aware of any other party who should be joined in this action.

I hereby certify that the foregoing staiements made by me are true. I am aware that if sny of

the foregoing statements made by me are wilfully false, I am subject to punishment.

Dated: September 8,2003 ~ LITE DEPALMA GREENBERG & RIVAS, LLC

By

Joseph J. DePalma (JD-7697)
Michael E. Patunas (MP-2306)
Two Gateway Center, 12% Floor
Newark, New Jersey 07102
(973) 623-3000

Attorneys for Plaintiff
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

~ ~
S {2 pZakaks

I

DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY ‘ -

ROBERT K. FINNELL, Derivatively
on Behalf of NATIONS FUNDS,

Plaintifis

v.

BANK OF AMERICA CORT,,

BANC OF AMERICA CAPITAL -
MANAGEMENT, LLC, CANARY
CAPITAL PARTNERS, LLC, CANARY
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT, LLC,

AND CANARY CAPITAT PARTNERS, 17TD

KENNETH D. LEWIS, A. MAX WALKER,
ROBERT H. GORDON and EDWARD D,
BEDARD

Defendants

and

NATIONS MARSICO GROWTH FUND
and NATIONS FUND TRUST, INC.

Nominal Defendant

CIVIL ACTION

No. 3~ d( (| Hm)

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

D22 )
DATE

DERIVATIVE CONMPLAINT

The plaintiff, Robert K. Finnell, derivatively on behalf of the Nations Fund Trust, Inc.,

the Nations Marsico Growth Fund and all Natione Funds, horeby complain against the

defendants as follows:

PRSTUY

e



JURISDICTION AND VENUE

L. This Court has junisdiction over this action pursuant to Section 44 of the
Investment Company Act of 1940 (“Investment Company Act”), 15 U.S.C. § 80a-43, 15 U.S.C.
§ 78aa, and pursuant 10 28 U.S5.C. § 1331, as the action anses under the laws of the United
States. |

2. This Court also has supplemental jurisdiction, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a),
over the state law claim asserted herein, as it is part of the same case or contvoversy as the

Investment Company Act claim.

3. Venue is proper in thic judinial dictrint heranse same ar all af the defendants
conduct business in this district and some of the wrongful acts alleged herein took place or
originated in this distict. Moreover, defendant Bank of America is a Delaware incorporated‘
corporation,

4, In connection with the acts and practices alleged herein, defendants directly or
indirectly used the mgils and instnnnentakitics of intersté.té comiuerce, including, but not limited
to, the mails, interstate telephone communications, and the facilities of the national securities

_matkets.
FARTIES

5. Plaintiff Robert K. Finnell, a resident of Floyd County, Geergia, purchased shares
of the Marsico Fund on March 20, 2002 and continues to hold such shares.

6, . Defendant Bankb of America Corp. (“BOA”) is a Delaware corporation with its
headquarters in Charlotic, North Carolina. BOA is & bank holding company and a financial
holding company that provides a diversified range of banking and non-hanking financial cervices

and products. Among its financial service offerings is the Nations Funds mutual funds family.



On its websile, the Nations Funds describes itself as “a nonbank affiliate of Bask of America”

that “within a single fund family . . . offers a spectrum of choices to help investors pursue a

lifetime of financial goals.”
7. Defendant Banc of America Capital Management (“BACAP™) is the investmen( |

adviso;' and managér for the Nations Funds. BACAP is déscribed by the Nations Funds’ website

as “a leading provider of wealth management solutions in an industry where scale, expericnce

tad

and rcsource advantages can accrue to only a few.” A Nations Funds prospecius states that

BACARP is the investment adviser fo over 70 mutus! fund portfolios in the Nations Funds Family
and is a wholly ownod subgidiaty of Bank of America. According to the Nations Funds® website,
BACAP, and its affiliates manage more than $134 billion in the Nations Funds family. BACAP
is also headquartered in Charlotte, North Carolina.

8. | Defendant Canary Capital Partners, LLC (*CCP”), is 2 New Jersey limited
liability company with its principal offices in Secaucus, New Jersey. At all relevant times, CCP
was 8 hedge fund engaged in the busincss of late trading and timing rmutual funds.

-9, Defendant Canary Capital Partners, Ltd. (“CCP Lid."), is a Bermuda limited
Lability company. Atall relevant times, CCP Ltd. was also a hedge fund engaged in the business
of timing mutual funds.

10.  Defendant Canary Investment Managemcnt,' LLC (“CIM"™), is a New Jersey
limited hability compa.ny with its principal offices in Secaucus, New Jersey. At all relevant
times, CIM ‘managed the assets of CCP and CCP ‘Ltd.v in exchange for a'fce equal to 1.5 percent
of the asscts of Canary plus 25 percent of the profits abov; 3 certain thréshold. As of July 2003,

Cannry Assct Managoment had received approximately $40 million m Canary management and



incentive fees. The size of these fees reflects the phenomenal success Canary enjoyed ﬁoth in
terms of its trading results and the amount of capital 1t was able to gathet in the fund.

1J.  CCP, CCP Ltd., and CIM are collectively referred to herein as *Canary.” Canary
‘A cfnployed a number of professivaals and taders, and used sophisticated computer models and
equipment in order to identify and then exploit late trading and timing opponunities.‘ Because so
much of its business occurred after the close of U.S. markets, Canary employees regularly
worked into the evening. | |

12.  Defendant Kenncth D. Lewis (“Lcwis”) is, and at all releQant times wﬁs, the
Chairman, President and Chiaf Executive Officer of BOA and in that capacity he is and was
ultimately responsible for the actions of BOA. Lewis was named Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer in April 2001.

13.  Defendant A. Max Walker (“Walker™) is the Chairman of Nations Fund board and
in that capacity he 15 and was ultimately responsible fot the actions of Nations Funds.

14,  Defendant Robert H. Gordon {“Gordon") is the President and Chairman of
BACAP and Nations Funds and in that capacitf he 1 and was ultimately responsible for the
actions of BACAP and Nations Funds.

13. Defendant Edward D. Bcdiiu'd (“Bedard™) 15, aud al 1cliveul thues way, Seuiu
Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of BACAP since 1956 and in that capacity he is and
was responsible for the day-to-day operations of BACAP, including its ngal, Compliance,
Corporate Affairs.

30.  Nominal defendant I*;Iations Fund Trust, Inc. {the “Trust™), a Delaware corporation that

msaintains its prveipal place of husiness in Charlofte, North Carolina, is registered under the



Investment Company Act as a no-load, open-end management investment company. At

September 30, 2002, Funds Trusl offered sixty-one separate portfolios.

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT

18.  This derivative action is brought to recover damages for injuries to the Nations
Marsico Growth Fund (“Marsico Fund”) and all other Nations mutual funds {the “Nations
Funds™), and indirectly to their shareholders, caused by the defendants’ unlawfu} trading
activities in the funds. All Nafions Funds are constituent parts of nominal defendant Trust.

16.  Like all other mutusl funds, Nations Funde’ chares are valued nnes » day, at 4-00
p.m. Eastern Time, following the close of the financial markets in New York. The price, known
a8 the Net Asset Value (“NAV™), reflects the closing prices of the securities that comprise &
particular fund’s portfolio plus the value of any uninvested cash that the fund manager maintains
for the fund. Thus, although the shares of a mutua) fund arevbought and sold ali day long, the
price at which the shares tfade does not change during the course of the day. Orders placed any
time up to 4:00 p.m. are priced at that day’s NAV, and orders placed after 4:01 p.m. are prced at
the next day’s NAV. This practice, known as “forward pricing,” has been required by law since
196%, |

| 20, Becat_lse of forward pricing, mutual funds ‘arc susceptible to 2 manipulative
practice known as “late trading.” Late tradiflg is the unlawful practice of allowing some
investors to purchase mutual fund shares after 4:00 p.m. at that day’s NAV, even though such
after-hours trades should be priced at the next day’s NAVY. Late traders seek to take advantage
of evonto that ooour aftor the olose of trading on any given day, whila pnmbasing shares of

mutual funds at prices that do not take those cvenis into consideration. For example, if a mutual



fund invests in the stock of a particular company that announces positi#c results at 5:00 p.m.
afier the close of trading, a late trader gets to buy shares of that mutual fund ar the 4:00 pan.
price, which does not reflect the favorable information. When trading opens t'né next day, the
price of the effected company’s stock will xise, causing the fund’s NAV to rise, The late trader
can either hold onto his mutual fund shares, acquired at yesterday’s cheaper price, or sell those
shares and realize an imnediate profit. |

2).  The effect of late trading is to reduce the mmecunt of revenue paid to the mutual
fund for the late trader’s shares. Because his purchases were placed after 4:00 p.ni. on the first
day, the Jate trader should have been charged the second day’s higher prire for the chares
Instead, he paid the lower umount to the mutual fund and kept the diffetence as his individual
profit. The fate trader’s profit is revenue withﬁeld from the mutual fund.

22.  Another manipulative practice used 10 exploit forward pricing is known as
“timing,” which involves short-term “in-and-out” trading of mutual fund shares designed {o
exploit the cffect of forward pricing. One timing scheme is “time zone arbitrage,” which seeks
to take advantage of the fict that some funds use “stale” prices to caleulate NAV. These prices
arc “stale” because they do not necessarily reflect the “fair value” of such securities as of the
time the NAY is calculated. A lypical exampic is & U.S. mutual fund that invesws in Japauese
companies. Because of the time zone diffcrence, the Japanese market closcs at 2:00 am. New
York time.  When the NAV is calculated at 4:00 p.m. in New York, it is based upon market
~ information that is fourteen hours old. If there have been positive market moves during the New
York trading day that will cause the Japanesc market to rise when it opens later, the stale
Japanese prices will not reflest them and the fimd’s NAV will he artificislly Tow. Puf anofher

way, the NAV does not reflect the true current market valve of the stocks held by the fund. On



such a day, a trader who buys the Japancse fund at the “stale” price is virtually'assurcd of a profit .
that can be realized the next day by selling. By “timing” the fund, an investqr seeks to eamn
repeated profits in a single mutual fund.

23. Ahother “timing” scheme is “liquidity arbitrage.” Under this scheme, a trader
seeks to take advantage of stale priccs in certain infrequently traded investments, such as high-
yield bonds or the stock of srnall capitalization companies. The fact that such securities may not
have traded for hours before the 4:00 p.m. closing time can render the fund’s NAV stale, and
thus open it to being timed. _

24, The device of “timing" iv inconsistent with and inimical to the purpose for mutusl
funds as long-tenm investrments, Mutual Funds are designed for buy-and-hold investors, and are
therefore the preferred investment instruments for many ietinement and savings accounts,
Nonetheless, certain investors attempt to make quick in-and-out trades in order to exploit the
inefficiency of forward pricing.

25.  The effect of “timing” is to artificially increase the frequency of iransactions ina
mutual fund, and consequently increase the fund’s transaction costs substantially above what
would be incurrc_d if only buy-and-hold investors were trading in the fund’s shares. The

Increased transaction €osts, as well as additionat capital gams Taxes, reduces the assets of e
furd and in tumn its NAV.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

26.  Beginning before 2000, Cansary began to time certain small cap technology funds .
(subject to “liquidity arbitrage”) on days when the market was up, and sold its shares as soon as
the morket began to decline. Canary was able to time these funds over and aver again o

sysiematically transferring wealth out of the funds - because of an illicit agreement with a senior



-

executive of the fund family who allowed unlimited timing privileges in exchange for asséts that
Canary parked in a pnivate equity fund Investment. |

27.  Canary continued to devote considerable energy te finding other sﬁch ncgotiated
timing opportunities in 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003. Indeed, beginning in laie 2000, Canary
engaged a consultant who was devoted exclusively 1o looking for timing capacity. By July of
2003, Canary had negotiated (sometimes directly, and sometimes through intermediaries) timing
agreements with approximately thirty mutual fund families, many of which involved “sticky
assets' - L.g., money ﬁarkcd in another investment vehicle ~ of one kind or another.

28,  In 2000, Canary also began to expand ite timing rapanity thrangh an appraach
called “timing under the radar.” This refers to placing trades in mutual fund sharcs in such a way
that the timing activity is difficult for the mutual fund family whose funds are targels to detect.
Timers who pursue this strategy trade through brokers or other intermediarics who process large
nu.mbz;rs of mutual fund trades every day through omnibus accounts where trades are submitted
to mutuel fund companics en masse. This way, timers hope their activity will be lost amid the
other trades in the omnibus account.

29.  While Canary targeted u number of funds for timing under the radar, that scheme
was never 1asnnlg or dependable. Such uming wrades were subject w discovery sud e (i
being shut down if the mutual fund company noticed the unusual activity. It was much better
business for Canary to negou’ate for timing capacity directly with the fund managers, even if it

had to tie up some of its capital in *sticky assets” to do s0.

! As an additional inducement for allowing the timing, fund managers often received “sticky assets.”
These were typically long-term investments made not in the mutual fund in which the timing activity was
permitted, but in onc of the fund manager’s financial vehicles (¢.g., a bond fund or a hedge fund run by
the manager) that assured a steady flow of fees to the manager.



30. Canary achieved spectacular — albeit unlawful — success by timing and late
trading in mutual funds.

31.  In 1998, Canary achieved profits of 18 percent profit, and in 1999 its profits
soared to 11U pereent. _ |

32, Inthe year‘ 2000, Canary achieved a net return of 49,5 percent while ﬂle S&P 500
declined by 9 percent and the NASDAQ declined by 39 percent. By early 2001, Canary had
$184 million in assets.

3. I 2001, Canary earned a net retum of 28.5 percent, while ti-.e S&P 500 and the
NASDAQ doolined by 13 percent and 21 percent, respectively. By the ond of 2001, Canery’s
assets had swelled to nearly $400 million.

34 In 2002, Canary eamned 15% (net of fees) in 2002, while the S&P 500 and the
NASDAQ declined by 23% and 31%, respectively. Canary’s assets soared to $730 million.

35.  After achieving disappointing profits of jusf of 1.5 percent in the first five months
of 2003, aé U.S. equity markets were rising, Canary returncd all funds contributed by outside
investors. A letter accompanying the checks to investors stated: “We hope that ‘you considered
the ride to bc a good one.”

36.  ‘I'ypically 2 singie managemen: company sets up a number of mutugl funds 1o
form a family. For example, BACAP is the manager for the Nations family of funds, including
Small Company, Assct Allocation, Value, and so on. While each mutual fund is a separate
company, as a pr_actical marter the management company runs it. The portfolio managers who
make the investment dccisions fgr the funds and the executives to whom they report are usually
employcoa of the management company, not the mutual funds themselves  SH1l, the

" management company owes fiduciary duties to cach mutual fund and iis investors.



37.  Atall relevant times, BACAP managed the Nations Funds and controlled and was
responsible for the day-to-day operation of the Nations Funds.

38,  Management companics make their profit from fees they charge the funds for
financial advice and other scrvices. These fees are typically a petcentage of the assets in the
fund, so the morc assets in the family of funds, the more money the manager mé.kes. Timers
frequently offer managers more assets in exchange for the right to time. Fund managers, such as
BACAP, have succumbed to temptation and allowcd innocent investors in targeted funds to be
hurt in exchange for additional money in their own pOCkeis in the form of higher management
foes ﬂnd‘oﬂser jllicit payments or benefits.

39.  Fund managers typically have the power simply to rejest umed purchases. Many
funds have also instituted short-term trading fees (“early redemption fees”) that effectively wipe
out the arbitrage that tmers exploil. Generally, these fees go directly into the aﬁected fund to
reimburse it for the costs of short term trading. In addition, fund managers are required to update
NAVs at the end of the day in New York when there have been market moves that might render
the NAV stale. This is called giving the fund a “fair value.” Tt eliminates the timer’s arbitrage.

As fiduciaries for their investors, mutual fund managers are obliged to do their best to use these

weapbns 10 profect 1etr cusiomers from the dilution that timing causes.

| 40, Canary found many mutal fund managers wil.ling to allow i to time its trades in
exchange for large investments in the funds. In the pertod from 2000 to 2003, Canary entered
into agreements with dozens of mutval fund families, includfng défendant BOA, allowing it to
timc‘ many different mutual funds. Typically, Canary would‘ agree with the fund manager on
which funde would be timed — oflen intermational and equity fundec offering time zone or

liquidity arbitrage - and then move the timing moncy quickly between those funds and a Testing

10



place in a noney market or similar fund in the same fund family. By keeping the money - oftén
many million dollars — in the family, Canary assured the manager that he or she would collect
management and other fees on the amount whether it was in the target fund, the resting fund, or
moving in between. In addition, sometimes the manager would waive any applicable carly
redemp.tion fees. By doing so, theAmanager would directly deprive the fund of money that would
have partially reimbursed the fund for the impact of timing.

41.  Cuanary’s had an extensive late trading and timing relationship with the Bank of
America, Starting in 2001, the BOA (1) provided Canary an electrpnic late trading platform that
oliowed Canary to trade lato in the hundreds of mutual f;mde that ROA offers ite ructamers, (7)
gave Canary pennission Lo time the Nations Funds (3) provided Canary with approximately $300
miflion of credit to finance this late trading and timing, and (4} sold Canary the derivative shornt
positions it needed to time the funds as the market dropped. None of these facts were disclqsed in
the Nations Funds prospectuses. As a result of the mutually beneficial rclationship, Canary
became one of Bank of America’s largest customers. While Canary made tens of millions
through late trading and timing, vanious parts of the BOA that serviced Canary made millions.

All of this activity was coordinated by Theodore C. Sihpol, ITI, a Banc of Amcrica Securities’

("BAYS") broker who broughi Canary in as a clicnn

42.  During an April 2001 meeting between Edward J. Stern, the Managing Principal
of the Canary defendants and Sihpol, Stern asked if Canary wbu]d be allowed to time the Nations
Funds fémily, and proposed that the BOA could both lend Canary the meney to do so and

provide clearing services for the timing trades. In response, Sihpol set up a late April 2001

mesting in which Storn could mewst with and expliin his prapneal tn a larger gronp of

representatives from the BAS clearing business. At this meeting, Stern and two of Canary’s

i



traders explained their strategy to the Bank of America group again, discussed their credit needs,
and presented & list of the Nations Funds they would most lke to time.

43, Dunng the meeting, representatives of thc BAS clearing business o.ffcrcd to set up
Canary with dircet access to the bank’s clearing function through their eleclronic ADP sysiem.
Using BASV’ proprietary system, Canary could enter its trades directly into Canary’sbcomputers in
New Jersey after the market closed until 6:30 p.m. Eastern Time, without having to speak to a
Bank of America representative. The BAS representatives mentioned this late trading capability
as an additional selling point for ADP.

44, As a result of the meeting. the partics agreed to move farward, suhject 1o final
approval of the list of Nations Funds to be timed. Sthpol preparcd a memorandum summaﬁziug
the Canary/Stern relationship and their efforts to implement Cunary’s mutual fund trading
strategy. This memo, dated April 16, 2001, was sent to Charles D. Bryceland, his superior in the
high-net worth brokcrage business at BAS, and to a BAS compliance officer. Among other
things, the memo notes that;

+ Canary uses a proprietary strategy involving market timing through daily
mutual fund trading; '
+ (8) the “immediate objective™ was to implement Canary’s “proprietary
market-timing trading strategy, through the use of [BAS’] mutual fund
clearing operations,” (b) initially it wa> cuntewmplaied hat Bank of
America would permit Canary to time $20 million to $30 million in -
" Nations Funds, and {(c) Canary would make = “sticky’” assel investment of
the sume amount of meney in Nations bond funds;
« (a) mitially Canary would execute its mutual find timing trades by
calling the trades inte Sihpol, (b) later, however, Canary would be
provided a direct livk to BAS® proprietary mutual fund clearing system,
and (¢) the BAS clearing department had approved installation of the
“direct link;” and
+ other potential business Bank of America could pursue with Canary and
the Stem family included a potential $100 to S200 million line of credit tn
facilitate Canary’s trade operations and z $25 million to $30 million
opporiunity for the BAS’ derivatives desk 1o assist Canary in shorting the
stocks owned by the mutua) funds Capary was timing.

12



Sihpol acknowledged that Canaxy’s‘requests were *a bit unorthodox,” but stated that
Caimry “made it clear they are not only willing to play by the guidelines we agree on, but also
pay {Bank of Amcrica) for the value we cun add.”

45.  Bryceland, Sikpol’s branch manager, supported the market timiﬂg relationship
with Canary and later commended Sihpol’s and his team’s diligence to some of the most senior
BOA cxecutives. The BAS compliance fepresentative initially questioned the propricty of giving
a client “direct access™ to BAS® mutual fund clcaringvcapabilitics. Apbarently the compliancle
officer’s conrerne were fatigfied when Sihpnl informend him that other BOA employees “felt the

. business was worthwhile and an appropriate use of [Bank of America’s) resources.”
46, - On May 1, 2001, Canary sent Sihpol a letter confinning the Nations Funds he
hoped to time and providing the dollar amounts of timing for cach fund. Initially, Canary

intended to time four funds ~ Nations Convertible, Nations International Equity, Nations
Emerging Markets and Nations Small Cap — in an aggregate amount of $16.8 million. The sﬁort
term trading was to average one “round tumn’” per week (i.e., one purchase and one sale of the
mutual fund shares each week). After selling a fund, the proceeds of the sale were to be
deposiicd inw # Natious froney imarkut fund v shuie-tony bumd fuud uutil such duse thiat Cruary
decided 1o “redeploy” it for the next timing trade in the “approved” Nations funds. .

47.  The letter further confinmed Canary’s understanding of the trading agreement and
BAS’ intention to provide financing for it. Canary wrote:

We plan oﬁ‘ transacting our {rades manually at first (via Fax), at a time of day that

1s a litile bit earlier than [the BAS clearing representative] specified in owr first

menting Ac snan as we ean wark out nur lending arrangement with the bank and

begin transacling electronically via ADP, we will draw down leverage aguinst the

capital we have deployed in the Nations funds, effectively increasing our trading
capital with your firm to $32 million, If all goes well, this capital should grow
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larger as we get a sense of what trades can and cannot be done via the Banc of

Argerica Seouriies Platform. We really would hke 10 get going with ADY and

begin trading electronically as soon as possible.

Canary also confirmed one of Bank of America’s rewards for allowing such timing
activity — “sticky asssts.” The letier noles:

It is also our intention to commit “permanent” capital to Nations funds in an

amount equal to the dollars that...[a special purpose mulual fund timing vehicle

affiliated with Canary] trades. For the time being, we have chosen 1o invest in

Natione Short to Intormodiate Government and Nations Shoit Tenu Lu—uum

Fund.... ‘

48.  Though the clearing operations, compliance department and Sibpol’s branch
manager had consented o the agreement, it was atill necagsary to obtain the consent of BACAP,
Rebert H. Gordon, then co-President of BACAP, was aware of the ongoing negotiations with
Stern from the begimning and had provided the “approved”™ list of Nations Funds from which
Canary had made its selection. On May 3, 2001, Sihpol sent Gordon an e-mail, apparently
aitaching a copy of Canary’s May 1, 2001 letter, in which he advised Gordon of the names of the

trading vehicles Canary would be using for its timing trades and that 2 Canary affiliate would be
“making the dollar for dollar invesiment in the two short-tetm government funds,”

49.  Gordon provided further assistance with Canary’s proposcd derivatives
transactions invelving (e sovwmidus held in certain of tie Nadons mutual funds. In the same e-
mail, Sihpol wrote:

Additionally, if you could...let us know what the most efficient, proper way of

getting the portfolio’s positions and weightings to Cockatiel that would put us on

track for a conversation with cur derivatives desk.

Thanks again fer all your belp....

Ted
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That same day, Gordon forwarded Sihpol’s c-mail and ils attachment 1o various senior managers

within BACAP as well as certain individual portfolio managers. Gordon wrote:

I've spoken to a number of you about this day trading exception. The account is

the Stern Family, a significant and growing GCIB/Bank relationship. Also, nice

incentive of mmatching funds iu the Short-Intmde. Gov't Fund....

thanks, and let me know i there are any issues.

Apparently, no one raised any issues, since, after being ﬁotiﬁed in a subsequent ¢-mail
from Sihpol that the $20 million in “sticky” asacts promised by Canary had zutived, Guedun
forwarded the c-mail to various BACAP personnel confirming that Canary was “an approved
timer.”

50. In addition, Gordon’s e-mail granting a special market timing dispensation o

Canary was forwarded to the BACAP “timing police” responsible for protecting the Nations
Funds from market timets.
51, At first, Canary conducted its late trading with the Bank of America “manually,”
Priof to 4:00 p.m. New York time, Canary sent Sihpol or 2 member of his team a serics of
“proposed” mutual 1und trades by c-mai} or tax. Upon receipt, Sihpo! or a member of his team
filled out an order ticket, time stamped it, and set jt to one side until that evening. Sometime afler
4 p.am. New York time, Cﬁnary telephoned Sibpo!l or a member of his tcam (o either confirm or
cancel the “proposed™ order. If confirmed, the order (with its pre-close time stampj was sent by
fax to Baﬁk of America’s mutual funds clearing department for processing, and rceeived that
day’s NAV. If the order was cancelled, Sihpol or a member of his teamn would destroy the ticket.

52.  This pfoceduxe violated not only the SEC’s “forward pricing rule” and the bank’s
compliance manual, but was contrary to the Nations Funds prospectus. For example, the Nations

Funds Primary A Shares prospectus dated August 1, 2001 stutes that orders received before the

~ end of a busincss day (usually 4:00 p.m. Eastern time, unless the NYSE closes early) wiil receive
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that day’s net asset value per share. Orders received after the end of a business day will receive
the next business day’s net assct value per sharc.

$3.  Canary soon began using ADP, the “'direct link." After BOA technicians installed
it iz Canary's offices in June 2001, the link became the preferred route for Canary’s late trading
(although the manual procodure was still followed occasionally for certain orders and when
Canary experienced technical problems). The link cnabled Canary to trade late not just in the
Nations Funds where it had negotiated capacity, but in the 'rﬁany other muiyal fund families with
which the bank had clearing agreements, When there was a significant market event after 4:00
b.m. EST hut hefore the ADP rrading window rlnged at <30 pm., the NAVe of many of thoso
funds would be stale and potentially ripe for arbitrage trading by Canary.

54.  Sihpol and his team collected a so called “wrap fec” of one percent of the Canary
assets in Nations Funds and oné half of one percent of the assets in other funds traded through
the platform.’ Throughout 2001, 2002 and up until July 2003, Canary placed late orders for
hundreds of mutual fund trades through ADP. Each evening, summaries of Canary’s tate trades
were faxed to Sihpol’s tcam, which used them to reconcile trading reports and then discarded
them.

53. BOA's piivale Lanking division provideu “additional financing Ior Canary's
trading strategies with full knowledge that the money would be used to time the bahk’s own
funds. BOA initially approved a $75 million line of credit, and later increased it to $100 and then

$200 million. Because the collateral for these loans was Canary’s mutual fund positions, the

* The term “wrap fe¢”" as used at Bank of America generaily refers to the fee it charges for investment
advice on accounts it manages. The bank provided no investment advice o Canary; the “wrap fee" was
compensation for timing capacity and late trading.
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bank’s credit division tracked Canary’s trading closely to ensure the bank was fully secured.

Canary paid the bank & generous interest rate of LIBOR plus 1.25% for this loan.

56. The BAS oquity derivatives division approved Canary 1o engage in complex

"‘equity basket” 1fansactions that enabled Canary to sell mutual funds short and profit from
falling markets. Sihpol facilitated cstablishing these “synthetic” short positions by obtaining

from Gordon’s group the precise makeup of the Nations Funds that Canary was intcrested in
shorting, This information was then transferred to the bank’s derivatives desk, which would then
<!l the stocks that the Nations Funds managers were buying in order to create a hedge. Sihpol
helped Canary update these positions on a regular basis so that the positions tracked the changing
portfolios of the Nations Funds. Canary paid the bank derivatives group commissions for the
stock sales plus a gencrous financing spread. |

57.  Canary’s timing activity in Nations Funds proceeded during 2001. In early 2002,
however, Gordon raised an issue with Sihpo) about an agreement the two had reached in
December, 2001 to provide Canary with more timing capacity. This agreement was reflected in
an ¢-mail sent to Bryccland, Sibpol’s branch malxagef, in which Siphol wrote:

Canary ia. currently OK to trade 19 (or approx. $5MM) of the Nation‘s-

International fund. When Rob [Gordon] and 1 spoke in December we agreed an

increase to 2% would be acceptable provided it was accompanied by an amount

of “sticky” assets to be determined later. '
When the 1ime had come for Gordon to make good on this agreement. Sihpo} seut an e-mail
dated Januvary 2, 2002:

Rob

Happy New Year. We wanted to let you know Canary’s line of credit with the

bank has been increased to $100MM (from $75) and they are anticipating putting
it to work with us over the next couple of weeks. Do you have any feel on when

17



we could expand their spacc in [the International Fund] as we discussed last

mont? This is a top prioriiy for thewn aud have [sic] ofleied “stivky™ assels i

return {or additional trading space.

Thanks again for the help.

Ted

58.  Gordon disagreed. According to Grodon, the agreement was only that he would
gonsider approving an increase in Canary's timing capacity which was, in any cvent, contingent.
upon the fund sub-advisor’s consent to the timing activity. Gordon then enlisted the assistance of
a senior executive at Bank of America’s private bank, with whom he had already discussed the
irene Tn nﬁ e-mail fn‘rwarding Sihpol’s January 2nd e-mail. Gordan wrote:

... you and [ talked briefly about this on the bus in Phoenix — is this something

that you want me to continue to make exceptions for (we don't 4s a general rule

except [sic] market timers)? The corresponding balances they give us in the funds

are nice but I wouldn’t do it for that.

Rob

59. This inessage was forwarded to another Bank of America executive with the note
that the Canary relationshup s controversial within bacap” and brequesting that she speak with
. Gordon and advise on plan. According to an e-mail from Bryceland, Sihpol’s supervisor, the
privatc bank’s concemn “wus making sure we do additional busincss if we are giving them
100mm of our balance sheet?” Bryceland then scheduled a lunch mesting for the following day
to discuss the Canary relationship and related issues with Gordon.

80, The next day, January 4, 2002, Sihpol sent an e-msi), at Rryceland’s request,
quantifying the past and futurc Canary relationship. In relevant part, Sihpol wrote:

The commission generated as of 12/31/01 has totaled over $655,000 (not

inclnding any revenue generated from the LIBOR + {25 [basis points] $100MM
line of credit from the bank- of which $70 MM is currently drawn). This means

the revenues for AMG would total over $2,250,000 oo an annualized basis. This
number assumes zero growth over the next year and does not include the one time
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fees (mitial mutual funds charges, loan closings, ete.) the account expenienced this
year. we are meeling with Lbddie Sterm on Monday to discuss dramatically

expanding their derivative business and the addition of new capital to their trading
accounts. '

Bryceland then forwarded Sihpol’s “quantification” of the Canary rclationship to further
scnior members in the BOA hicrarchy. Recipients included Richard DeMartini, the head of all of

BOA’s asset management businesses. Included with Silipol’s e-mail was Bryceland’s praise for

the individuals invelved:

Accolades go to:

* Rob Gordon & BACAP for giving access to BACAP funds for market
_timing activities (initial busmess we booked and not normally accepted by
RACAY)

* [Private Bank executives] - Lme of credit for 75 mm, now 100mm to
provide leverage for derivative and market timing transactions in an expedlted _
and cxtremely professional way

* Ted Sihpol .... -for ... appropriately drawing on the firms [sic] resources to
cstablish [the Canary relationship).

It is always nice to enter a new year with a success like this. Thanks 1o all team
members who have contributed to this profitable relationship and for thinking
across divisional lincs to make money for the frm.

61; After these e-mail briefings were sent to the upper ranks of BOA management,
Sihpol met with Canary. Gordon had not yet épproved Canary’s request for additional timing
capacity, suggesting the controversy within BACAP remained.‘ Sihpol e-mailed the results of his
~ Canary meeting to Gordon as follows:

1. They are adding an additiona) $50MM to their trading accounts to be run
- at 50 [basis points). This is part of $90MM worth of negotiated space they have
been promisced by another fimm and wish to trade the space here. This will be

followed by the additional 40MM as they use the $100MM line of credit.

2, They agreed 1o try and increase their communication with us/the funds
when increasing or decreasing the size of their trade in our (Nations) funds.
3. They would like to scc a term sheet on the principal protected note

managed by Margiea ar snan ag anr heeames availahle o and nnderetand the value

of participating in proprietary offerings.
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4. They [sic] fund would like to increase their business w/ [the derivatives
arca] - esp. (he ability 10 1rade the same conmracls more frequently (weekly). the
exceution of our [derivatives] desk is the best they have on the street.

5. Lastly, they would like 1o ask if we could grant them space (1-2%) in 3
additional Nations Funds. , ..

While I know we continue W ask for space, the elient continues 10 bring us new,
oulside, assets and continues to pay us generously on in-house, outside and

derivative accounts. Thanks again for the help and anything you could do would
be great....

Gordon forwarded Sihpol’s status o mail to DeMartini with the following message:
Rich — Once we've gotten (he Marsico Principal Protected Fund off the ground,
we intend to ask Mr. Stern for a commitment of S20 million in return for the
market timing commitments.

Rob

Despite BACAP’s inability to launch the Marsico Principal Protected Fund into which
the sticky moncy was to be deposited, Gordon nonetheless approved additional timing capacity,
and Canary continued timing various Nations Funds throughout 2002 and into 2003.

Disclosures in the Nations Funds Prospectuses

62. At no time did the Nations Funds disciose to sharcho]ders-( 1) the agreements with
Canary, (2) Canary's extensive market timingvactivities pursuant to these agrecments, (3) the
;‘aticky asact” deals, (4) the fact that Canary Lad aueese v & BAS tading platform that enabled
Canar); to. tradc late, or (5) the other financial services (he BOA had provided Canary (and the
revenues the BOA derived therefrom) in connection with Canary recciving timing capacity in the
Nations Funds,

63. The 2001 Nations Funds prospectus contains no nicaningful disclosures relating
(o market timing. In 2002, when Canary’s timing activity was in full swing, NQtimm Funds sddad

language to the prospecfus disclosing the harmful effect of market timing and reassuring
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sharcholders that Nations Funds would protect them. For example, the August 1, 2002 Nations
Tunds prospectus for Primary A shares discloses the following:

The interests of a Fund’s long-term shareholders and its ability to manage
investments may be adversely affected when its shares are repeatedly bought and
sold in response to shon-term market fluctuations — also known as “market
timing.” The exchenge privilege is not intended as a vehicle for market timing.
Excessive exchange activity may interfere with portfolio management and have
an adversc effect on all shareholders. When BA Advisors believes frequent

wading would have a disruptive effect on a Fund’s ability to manage its
iuvestments, 8 Fund may reject purchase wrdots aid cacliauges iitu u Fund by auy
person, group or account that is believed to be a market timer.

64.  As one of BOA’s “timing police” stated in an internal email discussing another
timers’ approsch ta Nations Funds in search of timing eapaeity:

Our stated policy for the Funds, and our representation to the Board, is that we do
not allow market timing activity.

65. A copy of this email was sent to Gordon on March 18, 2003. Five days later,
Gordon approved further Canary timing in two additional Nations funds.
The End of the Canary Relationship

66.  Ultimately, even BACAP’s own cmployees questioned whether Canary’s timing
trading was detrimental to long-term shareholders. In a May 12, 2003 e-mail, 2 BACAP
employee complained vigorously to the “timing police” about the damage & timer -- apparently
Canary -- was doing to one of the Nations Funds:

the PB has a client who trades $9 million in and out of the madcap index fund afl -

the time. It wasn’t so bad when he held his positions for a while, but now he’s

trading extremely short swinge, sometimes with holding periods of only a day.

The impact of this has been lessened since we have been getting notification in

time to hedge at the close, but there is still a cost that’s being borne by other fund

shareholders. We would be happy to set up a futures trading account for this guy

and handle his futures trades for him, but a mutual fund is not the right vehicle for
thig kind af trading
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67.  Despite these concerns, Canary continued to time the Nations funds until early
July, 2003, when Canary received a subpoena from the New York Attorney General’s Ofﬁce..
Thereafter, Canary’s timing of Nations Funds ceased. On July 3, 2003, 2 member of the BACAP
“uming police” force seut the following ¢-mail to his colleague:

f‘his [attachment] is the {Canaryj acooxlmt‘ in Small Company that came in on June

J1 through Bear Stearns that Ted Sihpel indicated would be “sticky” money.

They placed a full liquidation yesterday.

68. The BACAP “timing police” noticed right away that Canary’s “sticky assets” had
left the bank.

48, Timing is an insidions prgmnm hecause the haemful effect on individual fund
shareholders may be small oncé the costs are spread out over all the investors in a fund, but their
‘aggrégatc iﬁpacl is not. One recent study estimates that U.S. mutual funds lose $4 billion each
year to timers. See Eric Zitzewitz, Whe Carcs About Shareholders? Arbitrage-Proofing Mutual
Funds (October 2002) 35.°

49.  The defendants realized tens of millions of dollars in profits as a result of these
timing arrangements. In many cases thesc profits also reflect late trading, as Canary would
frequently negotiate a timing agreement with a mutual fund management company, and :then .
proceed to late Lhade tho uuget funds Luouygh inermediarics.

DEMAND EXCUSED ALLEGATIONS

50.  The plaintiffs have not made demand upon the trustecs of the Trust to bring an
action against Canary, BACAP, and any other cutpable parties to remedy such wrongdoing.

Sl. Demand upon the trustees is excuéed becauso ﬁo such demand Is required for the

plaintiffe to aseert a federal elaim nnder Sartion 26(b}) of the lnvestment Company Aot, 15

3 See hﬁp://faculty-gsb.stanford.edu/zitzewi12;’Research/arbiu-age1002.pdf.
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U.S.C. § 80a-35(b), for breach of fiduciary duty in connection with thc compensation and other
payments paid 0 BACAP.

52.  Demand upon the trustees is also excused because the unlawful acts and practices
alleged herein are pot subject w the protection of any business judgment rule and could not be
ratified, approved, or condoned by disinterested and informed directors under any circumstances,

53.  Demand upon the trustees is also excused because the unlawful acts and practices
alleged hercin involve self-dealiug on the part of BACAP and its directors and officers, who
manage and control the day-to-day affairs of the Trust and the Nations Funds.

54 | Demand upon thé trustees is alan exensed heranea the trustees of the Trust wre all
hand-picked by BACAP management, and thus owe their positions as well as their loyalties
solely 10 BACAP management and lack sufficient independence to exercise busincﬁs judgment.
Because the Trust oversees éightccn separate funds, the trustees derive substantial revenue and

_other benefits for their services.

5s. Finaliy, demand upon the trustees is excused because such demand would be
futile. The unjawful acts and practices alleged herein have been the subject of an iﬁtense
investigation by the Attorney General of the State of New York for some time.* Ina September
4, 2003, letter from DOA to the shasholdas of Bie Nadous Funds — which did not deny any of
‘the facts alleged hcréin and admits that Canary ‘was 2 “customer with which we had an
agreement to permit markef timing in our mutual funds” - BOA indicated that it had been
“cooperating fully” with the investigation for some time. Consequently, the Trust has already

been informed of the wrongdoing alleged herein and have failed and refused to take appropriate

* That investigation resulted in the filing of a Complaint by the New York Attomey General against
Canary an Septermber 3, 2003, and a $40 million partial settlement with Canary.
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action to recover damages for the Nations Funds, No shareholder demand could or would

prompt the directers to take action if the New York Attorney General's investigation did not.
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COUNT 1

Viclation Of Section 36 Of The Iovestment Company Act And For
Control Personal Liability Under The Investment Company Act

56.  Plaintiff incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 55 above as if set (orth
herein at length. |

57.  Pursuant to Section 36 of the Investment Company Act, 15 U.S.C. § 80a-35(b),
the investmont advisor of u mutual fund owves to the mutual fund and jis shachwldus a fduciary
duty with respect to its receipt of compensation for services or payments of any matenal nature,
paid by the mutual fund or its shareholders to such investment advisor or any affiliated person.

58.  Pursuant to Section 36(b) of the Tnvestment Company Act, 15 U.S.C. § 80a-35(b),
a civil action may be brought by a mutual fund shareholder against an investinent advisor or any
affiliated person who has breached his or its fiduciary duty concerning such compensation or
other payments. |

59.  Under the Investment Company Act, cach of the defendants vaed to thc Nations

_hunds and their sharcholders the duty to refrain from charging or collecting exccss compensation

or other payments for services in order to preserve the funds’ property and assets, owed the duty

not to place their own financial interests above those of the Nations Funds and their shareholders,
and owed the duty of full and candid disclosure of all material facts thereto.

60.  As alleged above, each defendant breached his or its fiduciary duty with respect to

the receipt of compensatiotf. or olher ‘paylnents from the Nations Funds or théir shareholders.
_~61. By agrccing and/or conspining with Canary to permit and/or encourage Canary to
time the Naticns Funds, the Nations defen;iants placed their own self-interest in maximizing their

compensation and other payments over the interest of the Funds and its sharcholders.
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62. - By virtue of the foregoing, the defendants have violated Section 36(b) of the
Investrment Company Act, 15 U.S.C. § 8§0a-35(b).

63, Asa direci and‘proximate result of the defendants’ wrongful conduct, the asscts
and value (including the NAY) of the Nativns Funds bave been reduced and diminished and the
éorporate assets of the Nations Funds have heen wasted.

COUNT U
VIOLATION OF SECTION 10(b) OF THE

EXCHANGE ACT AND RULE 10b-5
(Against BACAP and the Canary Defendants)

64. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 55 above as if set forth

herein at length. | |
| 65. BACAP and the Canary Defen.dams dircctly engaged in a common plan, scheme,
and unlawful coursc of conduet, pursuant to which they knowingly or recklessly engaged in acts,

transactions, praclices and courscs of business and manipulative devices which operated as a

fraud and decejt on the Nations runds. 'L he purpose and etlect of the scheme, plan, and unlawful
cowrse of conduct was, among other things, 10 deceive and harm the Plainiiff and causc the

Nations Funds 10 sell securitics at artificially deflatcd values as described in the Complaint.

68.  The Nations Funds have suffcred damages as a result of the wrongs herein
alleged tn an amount to be proved at trial.

60. Byrcason of the foregoing, said Defendants have violated Section 10(b) of
the Exchange Act and Rule 10b-5 promulgated thereunder and arc liable to the Nations Funds for

damages which they suffered in connection with the purchase or salc of securities in those funds.
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COUNT It

VIOLATION OF SECTION 20(a) OF THE EXCHANGE ACT
| (Against BOA)

70.  Plaintiff repeats and realleges all paragraphs above,

71, BOA acted as & controlfing person of BACAP within the meaning of Section
20(a) of the Exchange Act as alleged herein.. By virtuc of BACAP being a wholly-owned
subcidiary of BOA and active participation in and/or owareness of DACAIMs day-to-day
operations, BOA had the power to influence and control and did influence and control, directly
or indirectly, the decision-making of BACAP, BOA had unlimited access to BACAP’s records
of transactions and had the ability to prevent BACAP from engaging in the schemes and artifices
1o déﬁ'aud complained of in tins Complaint,

72.  BOA had direct and supervisory involvement over the day-to-day operations of
BACAP and, thcréfore, is presurned to bave had and did have the power to oontrql or influence
the particular transactions giving rise to the securities violations as alleged herein, and exercised
the same. | |

73. By virtue of its position as a controlling person, BOA is liable pursuant to
Section 20(a) of the ‘txchange Act. As a direct and proximate result of their wrongful conducl,
the Nations Funds suffered damages in connection with the acts and practices alleged in this
Complaint.
COUNT IV
Common Law Breach Of Fiduciary Duty
66.  Plaintiffs incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 55 above as if set forth

hercin at length.
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67.  Each of the defendants owed to the Nations Funds and thcir‘ sharcholders the duty
to excrcise due care and diligence in the management and administration of the affairs of the
fund and in the use and prescrvation of its property and assets, and owed the duty of full and
candid disclosure of all matcrial facts thereto. Fuuther, defendants owed a duty to the Nations
Funds and their shareholders not to waste the funds’ corporate assels and not to place thejr own
personal self-intcrest above the best interest of thé fonds and their shareholders. |

68.  To discharge those duties, the defendanis were required to exercise prudemt

“supervision over the management, policics, practices, controls, and financial and corporate
affuirs of the Nalions Funds.

69, As alleged é.b.ovc, each defcﬁdant breached his or its fiduciary duty by receiving
. excessive compensation or payments in connection with Canary’s timing scheme,

0.  As allcgcdl above, each defendant also breached his or its fiduciary duty to
preserve and not to waste the assets of the Nations Funds by permitting or incurring excess
charges and expenses to the funds in connection with Canary’s timing scheme,

71.  Defendant Canary, with full knowledge of the BOA and BACAP defendants’
fiduciary duty to the Nations Funds and their shareholders, and with full knowledge of the
negative impaat ;»f their wrongdoing upon the asscts of the Nativus Funds, conspired with and
induced the BOA and BACAP defendants to participate in the timing scheme alleged hercin and
to breach their fiduciary duties to the Nations Funds and their sharcholders by doing so.

72. By agreeing and/or conspiring with Canary to permit and/or encourage Canary to .
engage in timing, the defendants placed their own selfintcrest in maximizing their fees,

compensation, and other payments over the interest of the Funds and its sharehaldare
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73.  As a direct and proximate result of defendants' wrongful couduct, the assets and
~value (including the NAV) of the Funds has been reduced and diminished and the corporate
assets of the Funds have been wasted.
WHEREFORE, plaintfls demand judgment against the defendants jointly, severally.' or
individually, as follows: |
| A. temoving the current trustees of the Irust and replacing them with
independent trustecs; |
B. | awardmg damages to the Nations Funds against all defendmxts for all
dumages sustained as a result of defendants’ wrangdaing, in amannts fo he proven at trial,
together with interest therean;
C. awarding plantiffs their rcasonable costs and expenscs incurred in
bringing this action, including attorneys’ and experts’ fees; and
D. such other and further relief as this Court may scem just and proper.

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

Plaintiffs hereby demand a trial by jury of all issues so triable.

Dated: New York, New York
September 18, 2603

WOLF HALDENSTEIN ADLER
FREEMAN & HERZ LLP

7/ Ye /M,_,..._

Dariel W. Krasner
Fred T. Isquith

Mark C. Rifkin
Robert Abramns
Christapher 8. Hintan

270 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10016
(212) 545-4600
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Plaintiffs, Shirley M. McLain and Keith Nichols, by their attorneys, Daniel M. Reilly,
Larry S. Pozner, Julie M. Williamson, Barbara Z. Blumenthal and Tobin D. Kem, of the law firm
HOFFMAN REILLY POZNER & WILLIAMSON LLP, and Daniel A. Sloane' and Neil Hillyard
of the law firm of HILLYARD, WAHLBERG, KUDLA & SLOANE, LLP hereby file their
Class Actién Complaint against Defendants Bank of America, Nations Funds, Banc of America
Capital Management, LLC.

INTRODUCTION

1. This is a class action on behalf of investors during the relevant time in one or
more of the Nations Funds mutual funds of the Bank of America including, but not limited to,
Nations Global Value Fund Class A and Nations Short-Intermediate Bond Fund. The claims
agéinst the defendants afe for breach of fiduciary duties arising out of the improper timing of
trades and improper late trading in the Nations Funds.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

2, This Court has jurisdiction over the defendants because they conducts business in,
* resides in and/or have committed tortious conduct in Colorado and/or engaged in tortious
conduct causing injury in Colorado. Venue is proper in this Court.

PARTIES AND PARTICIPANTS

3. Plaintiffs Shirley McLain and Keith Nichols are residents of the state of Colorado.

They each were investors in one or more of the Nations Funds during the relevant time.

4. Defendant Bank of Americd is a Delaware corporation with its principal place of

business in Charlotte, North Carolina.



5. Defendant Nations Funds is a family of mutual funds. According to its website
the funds cover all major asset classes, from money markets to fixed income to U.S. stocks 10
international equities and have, or had, One Hundred Thirty Four Billion Dollars
(8$134,000,000,000.00) of investors’ funds under ménagement. Uﬁon information and belief, the
Nations Funds have investors nation-wide.

6. Defendant Banc of America Capital Management LLC, is a limited liability
company and a non-f:ank affiliate of Bank of America. It is the advisor to the Nations Funds
family of funds. It is a limited liability company organized and éxisting under the laws of North
Curolina

7. Canary Capital Partners, LLC is a limited liability company organized and
existing under the laws of New Jersey with offices at 400 Plaza Drive, Secaucus, New Jersey.

8. Canar)./ Investrﬁent Managément, LLC is a limited liability company organized
and existing under the laws of New Jersey with offices at 400 Plaza Drive, Secaucus, New
Jersey.

9. Canary Capital Partners, LTD is a Bermuda limited ]iability company. EdwardJ.
Stern its Managing Principal.

10.  Edward J. Stern (Stern™) is a resideﬁt of New York. During the relevant times
Stern was, and is, the Managing principal of Canary Capital Partners, LLC and Canary
Investment Management, LLC (collectively “the Canary Participants™).

11. By virtue of their pobsitions as investment advisers, asset managers and affiliates,
Defendants owed fiducicary duties to the plaintiffs and Class members during the Class period.

Defendéms breached such duties.



FIDUCIARY DUTIES OF DEFENDANTS

12, Asinvestment advisers, asset managers and affiliates, Defendants were at all
relevant times in a fiduciary relationship with the Plaintiffs and other Class members who.owned
shares in the Nations Funds family of funds. As fiduciaries they éwed Plaintiffs and other Class
members, as hereinafter defined, the highest duties of good fair, fair dealing, candor and loyalty,
and thé duty to act in the bests interests of the shareholders of such funds. |

CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS |

13.  Plaintiff brings this action pursuant to Rule 23 of the Colorado Rules of Civil
Procedurer on their own behalf an as a class action on behalf of all shareholders in the Nations
Family of funds at any time fronQ'lay 2001 to the prcsent.jxclu_ded from the Class are the
Defendants herein and any person, firm, trust, corporation or other enﬁ'ty related to or affiliated
with any defendant. |

14, This action is properly maintainable as a class action.

15. The Class is so numerous that joinder of all member is impracticable. Upon
‘information and belief there are several thousand holders of shares in the Nations Fund family of
funds who may be members of the Class.

16.  Questions of law aﬁd fact are common to the class and pfedominate over
questions affecting any individﬁai Class members. The common questions include, inter alia,
the following: (1) Whether Defendants breached their fiduciary duties of good taith, loyaity,
care and candor owed by them to Plaintiffs and other members of the Class by (i) permitting

-improper timing by the Canary Participants and (i) benefiting from such conduct, to the
detriment of the Class members. (2) Whether Defendants breached their fiduciary duties of good'

faith, loyalty, care and candor owed by them to Plaintiffs and other members of the Class by (i)



permitting improper late trading by the Canary Participants and (ii) benefiting from such
conduct, ‘to the detrirﬁent of the Class members.

17. Defendants have acted or refnsed to act on grounds generally applicable to the
Class thereby making appropriate final imposition of a constructiv.e trust, and/or injunctive reljef
with respect to the Class as.a whole. |

18.  Plaintiffs are committed to prosecuting this action and have retained competent
counsel experienced in litigation of this nature.

19.  Plaintiffs’ claims are typical of the claims of the other Class members and
Plaintiffs have the same interests as the other Class members. As result, Plaintiffs a;rc cach
adequate representatives of the Class and will fairly and adequately protect the inter‘ests of the

Class.

20.  Plaintiffs anticipate that there will be no difficulty in the management of this
litigation as a class action.

2. A L;lass action is superior to other available methods for the fair an efficient
adjudication of this controversy

GENERAL ‘ALLEGATION S

22.  On or about September 4, 2003, the State of New Yo’rk\ filed a case against the
Canary Participants in The Supreme Court of the State of New York, County of New York. The
complaint alleges certain facts involving Bank of America, citing to specific exhibits, as set forth
in the following general allegations. Plaintiffs therefore allege, upon information and belief that
from at least May 1, 2001 to the present, Defendants with substantial assistance and involvement

of the Canary Participants violated their fiduciary duties to their customers in return for



substantial fees and other income for themselves and their affiliates by permitting the Canary
participants to engage in improper timing and }ate trading in the Nations Funds family of funds.
Late Trading |

23.. Mutual funds are valued once a day, usually at 4:00 p.m. EST, when the New
York market closes. The price, known as the Net Asset Value or “NAV,” generally reflects the
closing prices of the securities that comprise a given fund’s portfolio, plus the value of any cash
that the fund manager maintains for the fund. A mutual fund s;anc_is réady to buy or sell (the
mutual fund industry refers to sales as “redemptions”) its shares at the NAV with the public all
day, e;ny day -- but unlike a stock, the price of a mutual fund does not change during the course
of the day. Accordingly, orders placed at-any time during the trading day up to the 4:00 p.m.
cutoff get that day’s NAV, but an order placed at 4:01 p.m. or thereafter receives the next day’s
 NAV. This is the rule of “forward pricing”, which became law in 1968.

24.  The “forward pricing” system assures a level playing field for investors. Mutual
fund investors do not know the exact price at which their mutual fund orders will be executed at
the time they place the orders (unlike stock investors),‘bevcause NAV:s are calculated after the |
market closes. Orders placed on or beforé 4 p.m. on a given day are filled at the NAV
determined that day while orders placed after 4 p.m. are filled at the NAV calculated the next
day. Thus, all investors have the same opportunity to assemble “pre-4:00 p.m. information”
before they buy or sell. And no investor has (or at least is supposed to have) the benefit of “post-
4:00 information” prior to making an investment decision.

25.  Aninvestor who has the ability to avoid forward pricing and buy at the prior
NAV enjoys a significant trading edge. He or she can wait until after the market closes for

“significant news such as the above-earnings announcement to come out, and then buy the fund at



the old, low NAV that does not reflect the impact of the new infonnationv. When the market goes
up the next day, the lucky investor wbuld be able to sell and realize an arbitrage profit based
solely on the privilege of trading on the “stale” NAV.

26.  Dollar for dollar, the late trader’s arbitrage profit cémes out of the mutual fund
that the late trader buys. In essence, the late trader is being allowed into the fund after it is closed
for the day to participate in a éroﬁt that would otherwise have gone completely to the fund’s
buy-and~hold investors.

27.  The Canary Panicipanis engaged in late trading on a daily basis from in or about
Maréh 2000 to July of 2003. Cunary oblained some of its late trading “capacity” (the
oppénunity to engage in late trading) dirgctly from one mutual fund maﬁager. the Bank of
America. Bank of America installed spcc’ial computer equipment in Canary's office that allowed
it to buy and sell Bank of America’s own mutual funds -- the Nations Funds -~ and hundreds of
other mutué] funds vat tﬁe 4:00‘p.m. price until 6:30 pm New York time. In return, Canary
agreed to leave millions of dollars in Bank of America bond funds on a lohg-te_rm basis. These
parked funds are known in the trade as “sticky assets.”

Timin

28. *“Timing” js an investment technique iinvolving short-term, “in and out” trading
of mutual fund shares. The te;:hnique is designed to exploit inefficiencies in the way mutual |
fund companies price their shares. It is widely acknowledged that timing inures (v the detriment
of long-term shareholders.‘

29.  Mutual funds are meant to be long-term investments. Thgy are designed for buy-
and-hold investors such as plaintiff, and are therefore the favored homes for Americans’

retirement and college savings accounts. Quick-turnaround traders, such as the Canary



Participants, try to trade in and out of certain ‘mut‘ual funds in order to exploit inefficiencies in the
way they set their NAVs.

30.  Effective timing captures an arbitrage profit. Thc;, arbitrage profit from tinﬁng
comes dollar-for-dollar out of the pockets of the long-term investofs: the timer steps in at the
last moment and takes part of the buy-and-hold investors’ upside when the market goes up, 5o
- the next day’s NAYV is reduced for those who are still i_n the fund. .If the timer sells short on bad
days, the arbitrage Has the effect of making the next day’s NAV lower than it would otherwise
have been, thus magnifying the losses that investors are expedeﬁcing in a declining market.

31  * Timers also harm their larget funds in a number of other ways. Thcy impose their
transaction costs on the long-term investors. Indeed, trades necessitated by timer redemptions
can also lead to realization of taxable capital gains at an undesirable time, or may result in
managers having to sell stock into a falling market. Accordingly, fund managers often seek to
minimize the disruptive impact of timers by keeping cash on hand to pay out the timers’ profits
_without having to sell stock. This “strategy” does not eliminate‘the transfer of wealth out of the
mutual fund caused by timing; it only reduces the administrative cost of those transfers.
Howgver,‘at the same time it can also reducg the overall performance of the fund by requiring the
fund manager to keep a certain amount of the funds’ assets in cash at all times, thus depriving the
investors of the advantages of being fully invested i.n a rising market. Some fund managers even
enter into special investments as an attempt to “hedge” against timing activity (instead of just
refusing to allow it), thus deviating altogether from the ostensible investment strategy of their
funds, and incurring further transaction costs. |

32.  Fund managers typically have the power simply to reject timers’ purchases.

Many funds have also instituted short-term trading fees (“‘early redemption fees”) that effectively



wipe out the arbitrage that timers exploit. Generally, these fees go directly into the affected fund
to reimburse it for the costs of short term trading. In addition, fund managers are required to
update NAVs at the end of the aay in New York when there have been market moves that might
render the NAV stale. This is called giving the fund a “fair value.’; It eliminates the timer’s
arbitrage. As fiduciaries for théir investors, mutual fund managers are obliged to do their best to
use these weapons to protect their customers from the dilution that timing causes.

33. Typically a single management company sets up a number of mutual funds to.
form a family, such as the Nations Fund. The portfolio managers who make the investment
decisions for the funds and the executives to whom they report are all typically cmplo}ccs of the
management company, not the mutual funds themselves. The portfolio managers and the
management company owe fiduciary duties to each fund and each investor.

34.  The management company makes its profit from fees it charges the funds for
financial advice and other services. These fees are typically a percentage of the assets in the
fund, so the more assets in thé family of funds, the more money the manager makes. The timer
understands this perfectly, and frequently offers the manager mofe assets in exchange for the
right to time. Fund managers have succumbed to temptation and allowed investors in the target
funds to be hurt in exchange for additional money in their own pockets in the form of higher
management fees. |

35.  In the period from 2000 to 2003, Canary entered into agreements with dozens of
mutual fund families allowing it to time many different mutual funds. Typical.ly, Canary would
agree with the fund. manager on target funds to be timed — often international and equity funds
offering time zone or liquidity arbitrage -- and then move the timing money quickly between

those funds and a resting place in a money market or similar fund in the same fund family. By



keeping the money--often many million dollars -- in the family, Canary assured the manager that
he or she would colleét manﬁgement and other fees on the amount whether it was in the target
fund, the resting fund, or moving in between. In addition, sometimes the manager would waive
any applicable early redemption fees. By doing so, the manager would directly deprive the fuﬁd
of money that would have partially reimbursed the fund for the impact of timing.

36.  Asan additional inducement for allowing the timing, fund managers often
received “sticky assets.” These were typically long-term investments made not in the mutual
fund in which the timing activity was permitted, but in 6ne of the -f'und manager’s financial
vehicles a bond fund or a hedge fund run by the manager) that assured a steady ﬂo»\./ of fees 10
the manager.

37.  These arrangements were never disclosed to investors in the Nations Fund,
~including the Class members. |

Stern and Canary Capital

38. Be.ginning in or around 2000, Stern became a full-time investor and money
manager. He had tWo main businesses: (1) investing in various hedge funds run by others and
(2) the rapid-fire trading of mutual funds. The latter was done through Canary.

39.  Capital Partners, LLC, a hedge fund devoted to late trading and timing mutual
funds. (Canary Capital Partners, Ltd. is a sister hedge fund engaged in inutual fund timing.)

40.  Canary employed a number of professionals and traders, and used sophisticated
computer models and equipment in order to identify and then exploit late trading and timing
opportunities. Because so much of its business occurred after the close of U.S. markets, Canary

employees regularly worked into the evening.
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41.  Sternis the Managing Member of Canary Investment Management, LLC, which
receives a feé for managing Canary assets calculated as 1.5% of assets under management and
25% of profits above a certain threshold. As of July 2003, Canary Asset Management had
received approximately $40 million in Canary management and incentive fees.

The Bank of America

42.  The Canary Participants’ most extensjve late trading and timing relationship was

| with the Bank of America. Starting in 2001, the Bank of America (1) set Canary up with a state-
of-the- art electronic late trading platform, allowing it to trade late in the hundreds of mutual
funds that the bank offers to its customers, (2) gave Canary permission to time its own mutual
fund family, the “Nations Funds,” (3) provided Canary.with approximately $300 million of
credit to finance this late trading and timing, and (4) sold Canary the derivative short positions it
needed to time the funds as the market dropped. In the process, Canary became one of Bank of
America’s largest customers. The relationship was mutually beneficial: Canary made tens of

‘millions through late trading and timing, while the various parts of the Bank of America that
serviced Canary rﬁade millions themselves. All of this activity was coordinated through the Bank
of America broker who brought Canary inasa client, Theodore C. Sihpol, 11

Setting Up the Stern Relationship .

43.  Sihpol, who works in the Banc of America Securities’ (“BAS”) high-net worth
group located in midtown Manhattan, visited Stern at his office in Secaucus, New Jersey in April
200 1‘. During that meeting, Stern outlined Canary’s approach to timing mutual funds and results
it had achieved doing so, but did not mention late trading. He asked if Canary would be allowed

to time the Nations Funds family, and proposed that the Bank of America could both lend
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Canary the money to do so and provide clearing services for the timing trades. Sihpol returned
to the office and set about obtaining approval for Canary’s proposal from his superiors.

44.  After making some inquiries.within the Bank of America and speaking with Stern
on the telephone, Sihpol asked Stem to come to the bank’s New Yérk headquarters aﬁd explain
his proposal in person to a larger group that included representétives from the BAS clearing
- business. At this meeting, which took place in late April, 2001, Stem and two of Canary's
traders explained their strategy to the Bank of America group again, discussed their credit needs,
and presented a list of the Nations Funds they would most like to time.

| 45.  When the conversation turned to cleaning, the representatives of the BAS clearing
busiﬁess offered to set up Canary with direct access to the bank’s cleariﬁg function through their
electronic ADP system. Using technology that was proprietary to BAS, Canary would be able to
enter its trades directly into Canary’s computers in New Jersey after the market closed until 6:30
p.m. New York time, without having to speak to a Bank of America representati&e. The
representatives of the bank’s clearing business mentioned this late trading.capability as an
additional selling point for ADP.

46.  The meeting was a success. The parties agreed to go forward, subject to final
approval of the list of Nations Funds to be timed. Sihpol prepared a memorandum summarizing
the Canary/Stem relationship ;cmd their efforts thus far to implement Canary’s mutual fund
trading strategy. This memo, dated April 16, 2001, was sent to Charles D. Bryceland, his
superior in the high-net wdrth brokerage business at BAS, and to a BAS compliance officer.

47, Bryceland, Sihpol’s Eranch manager, favored the market timing relationship with
Caﬁary and would later commend the diligence of Sihpol and his team to some of the most

senior Bank of America executives. The BAS compliance representative initially questioned the
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propriety of giving a client “direct access” to BAS’ mutual fund clearing capabilities. Apparently
the compliance officer’s concerns were satisfied when Sihpol informed him that other Bank of
America employees “felt the business was worthwhile and an appropriate use of {of America’s]
resources.” _ | |
| 48.  OnMay 1, 2001, Canary sent Sihpol a letter confirming the Nations Funds he |
- hoped to time and providing the doﬂar amounts of timing for each fund. Initially, Canary
intended to time four funds — Natibns Convertible, Nations International Equity, Nations
Emerging Markets and Nations Small Cap — in an aggregate amount of $16.8 million. The
short term trading was to average one “round turn” per week (i.g., one purchase and one sale of
the mutual fund shares each week). After selling a fund, the proceeds of tﬁe sale were to be
deposited into a Nations money market fund or short-term bond fund until such time that.Canar‘y
decided to “redeploy” it for the next timing trade in the “approved” Nations funds.
” 49. The letter further confirmed the understanding reached with respect to manual,
electronic and late trading, and BAS’ intention to provide financing for it.
50.  Canary also confirmed one of Bank of America’s rewards for allowiﬁg such
timing activity — “sticky assets.” The letter notes:
It is also dur intention to commit “permanent” capital to Nations
funds in an amount equal to the dollars that... [ special purpose
mutual fund timing vehicle affiliated with Canary] trades. For the
time being, we have chosen to invest in Nations Short to
Intermediate Government and Nations Short Term Income Fund....
51. . Though Sihpoi had obtained the go-ahead from clearing operations, his branch
manager and the compliance department, he still needed the consent of Banc of America Capital

Management, LLC (“BACAP”), the investment manager of the Nations Funds. Sihpol had kept

Robert H. Gordon, then the co-President of BACAP, abreast of the negatiations with Stern from
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the beginning, and had obtained from him the list of Nations Funds from which Canary had
made its selection of target funds. On May 3, 2001, Sihpol sent Gordon an e-mail, apparently
attaching a copy of Canary’s May 1, 2001 letter, in which he advised Gordon of the names of the
trading vehicles Canary would be using for its timing trades and that a‘Canary affiliate would be
“making the dollar for dollar investment in the two short-term government funds.”

52.  Sihpol also so'ught to enlist Gordon’s assistance with Canary’s proposed
derivatives transactions involving the securities held in certain of the Nations mutual funds. That
same day, Gordon forwarded Sihpol’s e-mail and its attachment to various senior managers
within BACAP as well as certain individual portfolio managers. After being notified in a
subsequent e-mail from Sihpol that the $20 million in “sticky” assets promised by Canary had
arrived, Gordon forwarded the e-mail to various BACAP personnel confirming that Canary was
“an approved timer.”

53.  In addition, Gordon’s e-mail granting a special market timing dispensation to
Canary was forwarded to the BACAP “timing police” fesponsible for protecting the Nations
‘Funds from market timers. |

Late Trading at the Bank of America

54. At first, Canary conducted its late trading with the .Bank of America “manually.”
Prior to 4:00 p.m. New York time, Canary sent Sihpol or a member of his team a series of
“proposed” mutual fund trades by e-mail or fax. Upon receipt, Sihpol or a member of his team
filled out an order ticket, time stamped it, and set it to one side until that evening. Sometime
after 4 pm New York time, Canary telephoned Sihpol or a member of his team to either confirm
or cancel the “proposed” order. If confirmed, the order (with its pre-close time stamp) was sent

by fax to Bank of America’s mutual funds clearing department for processing, and received that
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day"s NAV. If the order was cancelled, Sihpol or a member of his team would destroy the ticket.
This procedure violated not only the SEC’s “forward pricing rule” and the bank’s compliance
manual, but was contrary to the Nations Funds prospectus.

55.  The manual trading system was cumbersome, and Canary soon began using ADP,
the “direct link.” After Bank of America technicians installed it in Canary’s offices in June of
2001, the link became the preferred route for Canary’s late trading (although the manual |
procedure was still followed occasionally for certain orders and when Canary experienced
technical problems). The link enabled Canary to trade late not jusf in the Nations ands where it
had negotiated capacity, but in the many other mutual fund families with which the bank had
c]eian'ng agreements. When there was a significant ma.rket event after 4:00 p.m. EST but before
the ADP trading window closed at 6:30 p.m., the NAVs of many of these funds would be stale
and potentially ripe for arbitrage trading by Canary.

56.  Sihpol and his team collected a so called “wrap fee” of one percent of the Canary
assets in Nations Funds and one half of one percent of the assets in other funds traded through
the platform. Throughout 2001, 2002 and up until July 2003, Canary placed late orders for
hundreds of mutual fund trades through ADP. Each evening, éummaries of Canary’s late trades-
were faxed to Sihpol’s team, which used them to reconcile trading reports and then discarded
them.

Financing Canary’s Late Trading and Timing

57. Sihpol went to the Bank 6f America’s private banking area to obtain additional
financing for Canary’s trading strategies. The executives who approved this financing knew that
the money would be used to time the bank’s own funds. Bank of America initially agreed to a

$75 million line of credit, and later increased it to $100 and then $200 million. The collateral for
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these loans was Canary’s mutual fund positions, so the bank’s credit area tracked Canary’s
trading closely to make sure the bank was fully secured. Canary paid the bénk a generous
interest rate of LIBOR plus 1.25% for this joan.
Derivatives

58. Sihpol also sought and obtained approval for the BAS equity derivatives area to
engage in the complex “equity basket;’ transactions that enabled Canary to sell mutual funds
short and profit from falling markets. Sihpol facilitated establishing these “syrithetic” short
positions by obtaining from Gofdon’s group the precise makeup of the Nations Funds that
Canary was interested in shorting. This information was then transferred to the bank’s
derivatives desk, which would then sell the stocksy that the Nations Funds managers were buying
in order to create a hedge. Sihpol helped Canary update these positions on a regular basi‘s $0 that
the positions tracked the changing portfolios of the Nations Funds. Canary paid the bank
A’derivatives group éommissions for the stock sales plus a generous financing spread.

The Canary Relationship Expands

59.  Canary’s ﬁiming activity in Nations Funds proceeded during 2001. In early 2002,
" however, Gordon raised an issue with 'SihApol about an agreement the two had reached in
December, 2001 to provide Canary with more timing capacity. This agreement was reflected in
an e-mail sent to Bryceland, Sihpol’s branch manager, in which Sihpol wrote:

Canary is currently OK to trade 1% (or approx. $5MM) of the

Nation’s International fund. When Rob [ and I spoke in December

we agreed an increase to 2% would be acceptable provided it was

accompanied by an amount of “sticky” assets to be determined
later.

60.  When the time had come for Gordon to make good on this agreement, Sihpol sent

an e-mail dated January 2, 2002:
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61.

Rob-

Happy New Year. We wanted 1o let you know Canary's line of
credit with the bank has been increased to $ 100MM (from- $75)
and they are anticipating putting it to work with us over the next
couple of weeks. Do you have any feel on when we could expand
their space in [ International Fund] as we discussed last month?
This is a'top priority for them and have [ offered “sticky” assets in
return for additional trading space.

Thanks again for the help.
Ted

Gordon disagreed. The agreement, according to Gordon, was only that he would

consider approving an increase in Canary’s timing capacity which was, in any event, contingent

upon the fund sub-advisor’s consent to the timing activity. Gordon then enlisted the assistance of

a senior cxecunve at Bank of America’s pnvate bank, with whom he had already mscussed the

issue. In an e-mail forwarding Sihpol’s January e-mail, Gordon wrote:

62.

.. you and I talked briefly about this on the bus in Phoenix — is
this something that you want me to continue to make exceptions
for (we don’t as a general rule except market timers)? The -
corresponding balances they give us in the funds are nice but I
wouldn’t do it for that.

Rob

This message was forwarded to another Bank of America executive with the note

that the Canary relationship “is controversial within BACAP” and requesting that she speak with

Gordon and advise on a game plan. According to an e-mail from Bryceland, Sihpol’s supervisor,

the private bank’s concern “was making sure we do additional business if we are giving them

100mm of our balance sheet?” Bryceland then scheduled a lunch meeting for the following day

to discuss the Canary relationship and related issues with Gordon.
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63. The next day, January 4, 2002, Sibpol sent an e-mail, at Bryceland’s request,

quantifying the past and future Canary relationship. In relevant part, Sihpol wrote:
The commission generated as of 12/31/01 has totaled over
$655,000 (not including any revenue generated from the LIBOR +
125 [ points] $1 O0MM line of credit from the bank- of which $70
MM is currently drawn). This means the revenues for AMG would
total over $2,250,000 on an annualized basis. This number
assumes zero growth over the next year and does not include the
one ti_me fees (initial mutual funds charges, loan closings, etc.) the
account experienced this year. We are meeting with Eddie Stern
on Monday to discuss dramatically expanding their derivative
business and the addition of new capital to their rading accounts.

64. nyceland then forwarded Sihpol’s “quantification” of the Canary relationship to
still further senior members in the Bank of America hierarchy. Recipients included Richard
DeMartini, the head of all of Bank of An"xerica’s asset management businesses. Included with
Sihpol’s e-mail was Bryceland’s praise for the individuals involved.

65.  After these e-mail briefings of the upper ranks of Bank of America manégement,
Sihpol met with Canary as he indicated he would in the “quantification” e-mail. Apparently the
controversy within BACAP continued, however, as Gordon had not yet approved Canary’s
request for additional timing capacity. After an exchange of e-mails, however, Gordon
nonetheless approved additional timing capacity and Canary continued timing various Nations
Funds throughout 2002 and into 2003.

66.  The stated policy for the Nations Funds is that they did not allow market timing
activity. An e-mail articulating that position was sent to Gordon on March 18, 2003. Five days

later, Gordon approved further Canary timing in two additional Nations funds.

The End of the Canarv Relationship
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67.  Ultimately, even BACAP’s own employees questioned whether Canary’s timing
trading was detrimental to long-term shareholders. In a May 12, 2003 ¢-mail, a BACAP
employee complained vociferously to the “timing police” about the damage a timer -- apparently
Canary -- was doing to one of the Nations Funds:

the PB has a client who trades $9 million in and out of the madcap

index fund all the time. It wasn’t so bad when he held his

positions for a while, but now he’s trading extremely short swings,

sometimes with holding periods of only a day. The impact of this

has been lessened since we have been getting notification in time

to hedge at the close, but there is still a cost that’s being borne by

other fund shareholders. We would be happy to set up a futures

trading account for this guy and handle his futures trades for him,

but a mutuai fund is not the right vehicle for this kind of tading,.
Notwithstanding these concerns, Canary continued to time the Nations Funds until early July,
2003, when Canary received a subpoena from the Attorney General’s Office of the State of New
York. At that point, Canary’s timing of Nations Funds ceased.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
Breach of Fiduciary Duty - Timing

68.  Plaintiffs incorporate the above allegations, 1 - 67 by reference.

69.  Defendants owed the fiduciary duties of good faith, care, loyalty and a duty of
complete candor to investors in the Nations Funds family of funds. These duties included the

duty of to act in crood faith and in the bests interests of the Natlons Funds investors at all times,

and to refrain from favoring their own interests, or the interests of others, at the expense of the

investors in the Nations Funds family of funds.

70.  Defendants breached their fiduciary duties by permitting Canary to engage in

timing in the Nations Funds family of funds.
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71. By so doing, Defendants favored their own interests over the interests of investors
iﬁ the Nations Funds .family of funds.

72. By reason of the foregoing acts and course of condﬁct, Defcndanté failed to
perform their ﬁd&ciary obligations toward plaintiff and the other iﬁvestors in the Nations Funds

family of funds.

73. Asaresult of the actions of Defendants, Plaintiff and the other members of the
Class suffered damages, including losses in their Janus investments, in an amount to be
determined at trial. | .

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION
Breach of Fiduciary Duty - Late Trading

74.  Plaintiffs incorporate the above allegations, 1 - 73 by reference.

75.  Defendants owed the fiduciary duties of good faith, care, loyalty and a duty of
complete candor to investors in the Nations Funds family of fund$. These duties included the
duty of to act iﬁ good faith and in the bests interests of the Nations Funds inv‘estors at all times,
and to refrain from favoring their own interests, or the interests of others, at the expense of the
investors in the Nations Funds family of funds

76.  Defendants breached their fiduciary duties by permitting Canary fo engﬁgc in late
- trading in the Nations Funds family of funds.

77. By so doing, Defendants favored their own interests over the interests of investors
in the Nations ‘Funds family of funds.

78. By reason of the foregoing acts and course of conduct, Defendants failed to

perform their fiduciary obligations toward plaintiff and the other investors in the Nations Funds

family of funds.
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79. As a result of the actions of Defendants, Plaintiff and the ather members of the
Class suffered damages, including losses in their Nations Fund investments, in an amount to be
détermined at tﬁal,
JURY DEMAND
Plaintiff demands a trial by jury on all issues so triable and has paid the required fee.
PRAYER
WHEREFORE, plaintiffs demand judgment in their favor and in favor of the Class and

against the defendants as follows:
A. Declaring that this action is properly maintainable as a class action;

B. Awarding to plaintiff and ‘th‘ev Class damages in an amount which may be proven

at trial, together with interest thereon;

C. Awarding plaintiff and the Class the costs and disbursements of this action,

including reasonable attorneys’ and experts’ fees; and

D. Awarding plaintiff and the Class such other and further relief as this Court deems

proper.
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Dated this\__<~"day of September, 2003.

T )74 /So

Daniet M. Reilly, #11468
Larry S. Pozner, #2792
Julie M. Williamson, #12413
Barbara Z. Blumenthal, #8025
Tobin D. Kemn, #29348
HOFFMAN REILLY POZNER & WILLIAMSON LLP
511 - 16" Street, Suite 700
Denver, CO 80202
. Phone: 303-893-6100
Pax: 303-893-6110

~and

Neil Hillyard, #5245

Daniel A. Sloane, #19978

HuoLYarD, WAHLBERG, KUDLA & SLOANE, LLP
5445 DTC Parkway, Suite 930

Englewood, CO 80111

Phone: 303-571-5302

Fax: 303-571-1806

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS

Plaintiffs’ Addresses: -

Shirley M. McLain
9573 East Grand Place
Englewoed, CO 80111
and
Keith Nichols
214 Cedar Avenue
Castle Rock, CO 80104
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Attorney(s) for Plaintiff (s) A

ROBERT GARFIELD and RONALD D. WEINER, : SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
: LAW DIVISION-HUDSON COUNTY
DOCKET NO.: HUD-L~4716-03

Plaintiffs
v.
- ‘ Civil Action
BANC OF AMERICA CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, LLC,
Defendants. : SUMMONS
From the State of New Jersey " '
~ To the Defendant (s) named above: BANC OF AMERICA CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, LL.C

The Plaintiff, named above, has filed a lawsuit against you in the Superior Court of New Jersey. The
complaint attached to this summons states the basis for this lawsuit. If you dispute this complaint, you or your
attorney must file a written answer or motion and proof of service with the deputy clerk of the Superior Court in the
county listed above within 35 days from the date you received this Summons, not counting the date you receiving it.
(The address of each deputy clerk of the Superior Court is provided)) If the complaint is one in foreclosure, then
you must file your written answer or motion and proof of service with the Clerk of the Superior Court, Hughes
Justice Complex, CN-971, Trenton, NJ 08625. A filing fee* payable to the Clerk of the Superior Court and a
completed Case Information Statemnent (available from the deputy clerk of the Superior Court) must accompany

© your answer or motion when it is filed. You must also send a copy of your answer or motion to plaintiff’s attorney

whose name and address appear above, or to plaintiff, if no attorney is named above. A telephone call will not
protect your rights; you must file and serve a written answer or motion (with fee and completed Case Information
Statement) if you want the court to hear your defense.

If you do not file and serve a written answer or motion within 35 days, the court may enter a judgment
against you for the relief plaintiff demands, plus interest and costs of suit. If judgment is entered against you, the
Sheriff may seize your money, wages or property to pay all or part of the judgment.

if you cannot afford an attorney, you may call the Legal Services office in the county where you live. A
list of these offices is provided. If you do not have an attorney and are not eligible for free legal assistance, you may
obtain a referral to an attorney by calling one of the Lawyer Referral Services. A list of these numbers is also
provided. -

DATED:. September 15, 2003 : /S/ _Donald F._Phelan
: SUPERIOR COURT CLERK
Name of Defendant to be Served: BANC OF AMERICA CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, LLC

Address of the Defendant to be Served: 101 South Tryon Street
. Charlotte, North Carolina 28255

$110.00 FOR CHANCERY DIVISION CASES OR $135.00 FOR LAW DIVISION CASES



ATLANTIC COUNTY:

Deputy Clerk of the Superior Court
Civil Divizion, Direct Filing

1201 Bacharach Bivd., First FL
Aflantic City, NJ 08401
LAWYER REFERRAL

(609) 345-3444

LEGAL SERVICES

(609) 348-4200

BERGEN COUNTY:

Deputy Clerk of the Superior Court
Case Processing Section

Room 119

Justice Center, 10 Main St.
Hackensack, NJ 07601-0769
LAWYER REFERRAL

(201) 488-0044

LEGAL SERVICES

(201) 487-2166

BURLINGTON COUNTY:
Deputy Clerk of the Superior Court
Central Processing Office

Attn.; Judicial Intake

First Fl., Courts Facility

49 Rancocas Rd.

Mt. Holly, NJ 08060
LAWYER REFERRAL
(609) 261-4862

LEGAL SERVICES

(609) 261-1088

CAMDEN COUNTY:

- Deputy Clerk of the Superior Court
Civil Processing Office

" 1st Fl., Hall of Records

101 S. Fifth St.

Camden, NJ 08103-4001 .
LAWYER REFERRAL

(609) 964-4520

LEGAL SERVICES

(609) 964-2010

CAPE MAY COUNTY:

Depaty Clerk of the Superior Court

Central Processing Office -

$N. Main 8t.

Box DN-209

Cape May Court House, NJ 08210
LAWYER REFERRAL
(609} 463-0313

LEGAL SERVICES

(609) 465-3001

CUMBERLAND COUNTY:
Deputy Clerk of the Superior Coart
Civil Case Management Office
Broad & Fayette Sts. P.O. Box 615
Bridgeton, NJ 08802

LAWYER REFERRAL

{609) 692-6207

LEGAL SERVICES

{609) 451-0003

ESSEX COUNTY:

Depaty Clerk of the Superior Court
237 Hall of Records

465 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Bivd.
Newark, NJ 07102

LAWYER REFERRAL

(973) 622-6207

LEGAL SERVICES

(978) 6244500

GLOUCESTER COUNTY:
Deputy Clerk of the Superior Court
Civil Case Management Office

. Attn:: Intake

Court House .

1 North Broad Street,, P.0. Box 129
Woodbury, NJ 03096

LAWYER REFERRAL

(608) 848-4589

LEGAL SERVICES

(609) 848-6360

HUDSON COUNTY:

Deputy Clerk of the Superior Coart
Superior Court, Civil Records Dept.
Breanan Court House - 1st Floor
588 Newark Ave.

Jersey City, NJ 07306

LAWYER REFERRAL

(201) 7982727

LEGAL SERVICES

(201) 798-6363

HUNTERDON COUNTY:
Deputy Clerk of the Snperior Court
Civil Division

66 Park Avenue

Flemington, NJ 08822

LAWYER REFERRAL

(908) 735-2611

LEGAL SERVICES

(908) 782-7973

31 - Summons - Law or Chancery Divisions
Superior Court - Appendix X1I-A

MERCER COUNTY:

Deputy Clerk of the Superior Court
Local Filing Office, Courthouse

176 8. Broad 8t., P.O. Box 8068
Trenton, NJ 08650

LAWYER REFERRAL

{609) 585-6200

LEGAL SERVICES

(609) 695-6249

MIDDLESEX COUNTY:
Depnuty Clerk of the Superior Court
Administration Building

Third Fleor

1 Kennedy Square, P.0. Box 2638
New Brunswick, NJ 08303-2633
LAWYER REFERRAL

(782) 828-0063

LEGAL SERVICES

(782) 249-7600

MONMOUTH COUNTY:
Deputy Clerk of the Superior Court
71 Monoment Park

P.O. Box 1262

Court House, West Wing

Freehold, NJ 07728-1262
LAWYER REFERRAL

(782) 481-8544

LEGAL SERVICES

(732) 866-0020

MORRIS COUNTY:

Deputy Clerk of the Superior Court
Civil Division

Administration & Recards Bullding
P.0. Box 910

Morristown, NJ 079630310
LAWYER REFERRAL

(973) 267-6882

LEGAL SERVICES

(873) 285-6911 :

OCEAN COUNTY:

Depaty Clerk of the Superior Court
Court House, Room 119

118 Washington Strest

Toms River, NJ 08754

LAWYER REFERRAL

(732) 240-3666

LEGAL SERVICES

(732) 341-2727

PASSAIC COUNTY:

Deputy Clerk of the Superior Court
Civil Division

Court House

77 Bamilton St.

Paterson, NJ 07505

LAWYER REFERRAL

(973) 278-9223

LEGAL SERVICES

(973) 346-7171

A

SALEM COUNTY:

Deputy Clerk of the Syperior Court
92 Market 8t, P.O. Box 18

Salem, NJ 08079

LAWYER REFERRAL

(609) 935-5629

LEGAL SERVICES

(605) 451-0003

SOMERSET COUNTY:
Deputy Clerk of the Superfor Court
Civil Divislon Office

New Court House, 3rd F1.

P.0. Box 3000 :

Bomerville, NJ 08876

LAWYER REFERRAL

(908) 635-2823

LEGAL SERVICES

(908) 231-0840

SUSSEX COUNTY:

Deputy Clerk of the Saperior Court
Sussex Connty Judieial Center
43-47 High Strect

Newton, NJ 07860

LAWYER REFERRAL

(973) 2675882 -

- LEGAL SERVICES

(973) 888-7400

UNION COUNTY:

Depaty Clerk of the Superior Court
15t FL, Court House

2 Broad Street -

Elirabeth, NJ 072076078
LAWYER REFERRAL

(908) 353-4716

LEGAL BERVICES

(908) 8544340

"WARREN COUNTY:

Deputy Clerk of the Superior Court
Civil Division Office

Conrt House

413 Second Street

Belviders, N.J 07823-1500 .
LAWYER REFERRAL

(973) 267-5882

LEGAL SERVICES

(908) 475-2010
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A Division of ALL-STATE International, Inc.
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PELLETTIERI, RABSTEIN AND ALTMAN
790 Woodlane Road

Tamnsfield Plaza, Suite 6

Mt. Holly, New Jersey 08060

(609) 267-3390 ’

GOODKTND, LABATON, RUDOFF & SUCHAROW, LLP

- 100 Park Avenue
New York, New York 10017
(212) 907-0700
Attorneys for Plaintiffs

ROBERT GARFIELD and RONALD D.
WEINER, i
Plaintiffs,

VS.

BANC OF AMERICA CAPITAL
MANAGEMENT, LLC; JANUS CAPITAL
CORPORATION; STRONG CAPITAL
MANAGEMENT, INC.; CANARY CAPITAL
PARTNERS, LLC, CANARY INVESTMENT
MANAGEMENT, LLC, and CANARY
CAPITAL PARTNERS, LTD,

Defeﬁdants,

JANUS MERCURY FUND, JANUS TWENTY
FUND; JANUS OLYMPUS FUND; JANUS
INVESTMENT FUND SPECIAL EQUITY
FUND; JANUS ORION FUND; JANUS 2
FUND; STRONG EQUITY FUNDS INC.
ENTERPRISE FUND; STRONG EQUITY
FUNDS II INC., MULTI CAP VALUE FUND
- GROWTH MIDCAP; STRONG
OPPORTUNITY FUND INC.; STRONG
EQUITY FUNDS INC. TECHNOLOGY 100
FUND; STRONG EQUITY FUNDS INC, US
EMERGING GROWTH; STRONG SHORT
TERM INCOME - SHORT TERM BOND;
STRONG ADVANTAGE FUND - ULTRA
SHORT TERM BOND FUND, and NATIONS
FUND INC. INTERNATIONAL VALUE
FUND

' Nominal Defendants.
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SUPERIOR COURT OF

NEW JERSEY

LAW DIVISION
COUNTY OF HUDSON

CIVIL ACTION

" DOCKET NO.: HMLL - Y Ne-02

CLASS ACTION and DERIVATIVE
COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND



Plaintiffs, by their attorneys, bring this action on behalf of themselves and a claés ofall
similarly situated persons in connection with the class claims asserted against defendants. Plaiﬁtiﬁ’s
also bring claims against deféndants derivatively on behalf of the nominal defendants. The claims
asserted herein and the supporting allegations are based upon plaintiffs’ piersonal knowledge asto
their own‘acts, and, as to other matters, which are particularly within Defendants’ knowledge and
lie within their control, upon information and belief. Plaintiffs’ information and belief is based
upon an investigation of counsel, which included, among other things, a review of documénts
filed by the nominal defendant mu-tual funds with the Securities and Exchange Cémmission.
(“SEC”), various news reports and artiéles, and other publicly available information including
the compliant filed by the Attorney General of the State of New York, Elliot Spitzer, entitled

State of New York v. Canary Capital Partners, LLC., et. al. in Supreme Court, New York

County.

PARTIES
1. Plaintiff, Robert Garfield, is, and at all times herein mentioned was, a resident and
‘ citizen of the State of Florida, Charlotte County. Plaintiff is tﬁe current béneﬁcial owner of
mutual fund shares in the following mutual funds: Janus Fund Family: Mercury, Janus Tv&cnty,
Olympus, Special Equity, Orio@ and Janus 2; Strong Fund Family: Enterprise, Grovhh Midcap,
Opportunity, Technology, Emerging Growth, Short Term Bond, .and Ultra Short Term Bond

Fund.



2.  Plaintiff, Ronald D. Weiner is, and at all times herein mentioned was, a resident
and citizen of the State of Connecticut, Fairfield County. Plaintiff is t'he'cuxrent'beneﬁcial owner
of mutual fund shares in the Nations International Value Fund and Janus Worldwide Fund. |

3. Defendant Banc of America Capital Management, LLC (“BACAP”) is the
investment advisor to over 70 mutual fund portfolios in the Nations Funds Family and, as such,
owes a fiduciary duty to ;he investors in the Nations Funds. BACARP is a registered investment
advisor and a wholly-owned subsidiary of Bank of America. BACAP, and ifs affiliates, advise
more than $271 billion, including more than $134 billion under management in the Nations
Funds family of funds. Its management covers all major domestic asset classes, including equity
and fixed income securities, ax;d money market instruments. Nations Funds pays BACAP an
annual fee for its investment advisory services. The fee is calculated as a percentage of the
average daily net assets of each Nations Fund. BACAP maintains it; cdrporate headquarters at
| 101 South Tryon Street, Charlotte, NC 28255.

4.  Defendant Janus Ca.pi.tal Corporation (“Janus”) is the investment advisor to the
entire family of Janus Mutual Funds and is responsible for the day-to-day management of its
investment portfolioS and other business affairs of the Junus Funds.vJ aﬁus (together with its
predecesséﬁ) has served as investment advisor to the Janus Funds since 1970 and currently
serves as investment advisor to all of the Janus funds. Janus fumishés continuous advice and
recommendations concerning the F und’§ investments. In addition, Janus employees serve as
officers of the trust overseeing the Fuﬁds, and Janus provides office space for the Funds and pays
the salaries, fees and expenses of all Fund officers and those Trustees who are interested pefsons
of Janus. The Funds pays Janus a rﬁanagement fee, which is calculated daily based on average |

. daily net assets and paid monthly. The Fund’s advisory agreement spells out the management fee
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and other expenses that the Fund. Janus maintains its corporate headquarters at 100 Fillmore
.Strect, Denver, Colorado 80206.

5. Defendaﬁt Strong Capital Management, Inc. (“Strong™) is the investment advisor
for the family of Strong Funds. Strong provides investment management services for mutual
funds and other investment portfolios representing assets of over $38 billion as of February 28,
2003. Strong began conducting business in 1974. Since then, its principal business has been
providing investment advice for individuals and institutional accounts, such as pension and
profit-sharing plans, as well as mutual funds, some of which are. available through variable
inéurance products. As compensation for its advisory services, each Fund pays Strong a
management fee at the annual fate specified below of the average daily net asset value of the |
Strong Funds. Strong’s address is P.O. Box 2936, Milwaukee, WI 53201. _A

6. Defendants BACAP, Strong, and Janus are referred to herein individuauy or
collectively as the Advisor Defendants, |

7.  Non-party Edward J.. Stern (“Stern™), a resident of New York County, New York
is, .and was at all relevant times, th¢ Managing Principal of defendants Canary Capital Partners,
LLC and Cana'ry Investment Management, LLC (collectively, “Canary” or the “Canary
Defendant'sl”). |

8.  Defendant Canary Capital Partners, LLC is a limited liability company brganized
and existing under the laws of the State of New Jersey, with offices at 400 Plaza Drive,
Secaucus, New Jersey.

9. Defendant Canary Investment Management, LLC is a limited liability company
organized and existing under the laws of the State of New Jersey, with offices at 400 Plaza

Drive, Secaucus, New Jersey.
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10.  Defendant Canary Capital Partners, Lid. is a Bermuda limited liability company.

Stern is also the Managing Principal of Canary Capital Partners, Ltd. '
W

11.  Jurisdiction is proper in this Court. The allegations and claims for relief set forth
herein arise out of acts committed in large part in this State, which acts violate common law.
Also, defendants Canary Capital Partners, LLC Canary Investment Management, LLC are
organized and existing under the laws of the State of New Jersey. Venue is predicated on the
residency of these defendants in Hudson County and on the fact that these entities do business in
Hudson Co’untj |

SUBSTANTIVE ALLEGATIONS

12.  From 1999 to 2003, with the active assistance of the Advisor Defendants, Canary
engaged in two fraudulent schemes, which resulted in it preceding tens of millions of dollars in
improper profit, all of which come in at the expense of Plaintiffs, the Class and the nominal
defendant Funds. Both schemes in;/olved the complicity of the Advisor Defendants that violated
their fiduciary duties to their beneficiaries in return for substantial fees and other income for
themselves and their affiliates. |

13‘.- The first scheme involved the Advisbr Defendants’ determination to permit the
. Canary Defendants to conduct what is known in the mutual fund industry as “late trading” of
shares in the mutual funds (the “Funds”) for which they acted as the investment advisor. In the
context of mutual funds, an investment advisor is typically akin to senior managemeﬁt in any
corporation. They have effective control of the day-to-day operations qf the funds as well as the
ability to strongly inﬂﬁence all important decisions made with respect to the fund including those

by its board of directors, or trustees.
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14.  The daily price of shares in the Funds is generally calculated as of 4:00 pm EST.
Ox;ders to buy, sell or exchange mun_ml fund shares placed at or before 4:00 p.m.} EST on a given
day receive that day’s price. Conversely, orders placed after 4:00 p.m. EST are supposed to be
prfced using the following day’s price. Canary agreed with implicit (and sometimes explicit)
permission of the Advisor Defendants that orders Canary placed after 4 p.m. on a given day -
would illegally receive that day’s price (as opposed to the next day’s price, which the order
would have received had it been processed lawfully). This allowed Canary to capitalize on post-
4:00 p.m. informétion while those who bought their mutual fund shares lawfully could not. The
benefit enjoyed by Canary's late trading ‘is not unlike betting today on yesterday’s horse races. |
15.  The second scheme involved “timing” of mutual funds. “Timing” is an investment
- technique involving short-term, “in and out” trading of mutual fund shares. The technique is
designed to exploit inefficiencies in the way mutual fund compahies price their shares and pdses
a serious detrimental effects to the Funds' shareholders. Indeed, it is widely acknowledged that
tirning dilutes existing interests in tile fund. Because of this detrimental effect, mutual fund
~ prospectuses typically state that timing is monitored and the funds work to prevent it.
Nevertheless, the Advisor Defendants entered into undisclosed agreements to allow timing in
return for £he receipt of sizable static, or parked, investments that results in increased fee income.
16. In fact, certain mutual fund companies have employees (generally referred to as
the “timing police”) who are supposed to ferret out “timers” and put a stop to their short-term
trading activity. Nonethele_ss, Advisor Defendants arranged to give Canary and other market
timers a “pass” with‘ the ti:hing police, who would look the other way rather than attempt to shut

down their short-term trading.
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17.  The Advisér Defendants’ willingness to negotiate away rules put in place to
protect mutual fund investors in return for increased management fees constituted a blatant
violation of the Advisor Defendants' fiduciary duties to Plaintiffs and Class, as wgll as a breach
of the tenﬁs of the prospectus, which governed the operation and management of the Funds and
eipressiy prohibited "timing." |
A, Late Trading |

' 18. Canary’s practice of late trading exploited the unique way in the Funds determine
their net asset valﬁe, or NAV. The Funds, as with other mutual _funcls,'are valued once a day,
usually at 4:00 p.m. EST, when the New York ‘markef closes. The NAV generally reflects the
closing prices of the securities that comprise a given fund’s portfolio, plus the value of any cash
that the fund manager maintains for the fund. A mutual fund stands ready to buy or sell (the
mutual fund industry refers to sales as “redemptions™) its shares at the NAV with the public all
day, any day—but unlike a stock, the price of a mutual fund does not change during the course of
the day. Accordingly, orders place& at any time during the trading day up to the 4:00 p.m. cutoff
get that day’s NAYV, bui an order placed at 4;01 p.m. or thereafter receives the next day’s NAV.
This is the rule of “forward pricing”, which became law in 1968.

1 The Purpose of “Forward Pricinf;” ‘

19. This éystem assures a level playing field for investors. Mutual fund investors do
not know the exact price at which their mutual fund orders will be executed at the time they
place fhe orders (unlike stock investors), because NAVs aré calculated after the market closes.
Orders placed on or before 4 p.m. on a given day are filled at the NAV dcterm'méd that day while
orders plabed after 4 p.m. are filled at the NAV calculated the next day.- Thus, all investors have
the same opportunity to assemble “pre-4:00 p.m. inforﬁation” before they buy or sell. And no

‘investor has (or at least is supposed to have) the benefit of “post-4:00 information” prior to

-7.-
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making an investment decision. The importance of this protection beqomés clear when, for
example, there is an event after 4:00 p.m. (like an unexpectedly positive corporaie earnings .
announcement) that makes it highly probable that the market for the stocks in a given fund will
open sharply higher the next day. Forward pricing ensures faimess: those who bouéht the fund
during the day, before the information came out, will enjoy a gain.‘ Those who buy shares in the
fund after the announcement are not supposed to share in this profit. Their purchase order should
receive the NAV set at the end of the next day, when the market will have digested the news and
reflected its impact in (1) higher prices for the stock held by the fund and therefore (2) a higher
NAY for the fund. |

20.  Aninvestor who has the ability to avoid fbrward pricing and buy at the prior
NAV enjoys a significant trading edge. He or she can wait until after the market closes for
significant news such as the above-earnings announcement to come out, and then buy the fund at
the old, low NAV that does not reflect the impact of the new information. When the market goes
up the next day, the lucky investor ;vould be able to sell and realize an arbitrage profit based
solely on the privilege of trading on the “stale” NAV. |

21. Where does the late trader’s arbitrage profit come from? Dollar for dollar, it
comes out ‘c;f the mutual fund that the late trader buys. In essence, the late trader is béing allowed
into the fund after it i’s closed ‘for the day tob participate in a profit that would otherwise have gone
completely to the fund’s buy-and-hold investors. When the late trader redeems his shares aﬁd
claims his profit, the mutual fund manager has either to sell stock or use cash on hand—stock
and cash that used to belong to the long-term investors—to give the late trader his gain. This
makes late trading basically a zero-sum game. Putting to one side the investment results of the

. mutual fund for the brief time that the late trader actually holds it, the late trader’s gain is the
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long-term investors’ loss. The forward pricing rule was enacted to prevent this kind of abuse. See ;

17 C.FR. § 270.22c-1(a).

2. Summary of Canary’s Late Trading
22.  Canary engaged in late trading on a daily basis from in or about March 2000 until

July of 2003. It targeted dozens of mutual funds and extracted tens of millions of dollars from
them. During the declining market éf 2001 éuid 2002, it used late trading to, in effect, sell mutual
fund shares short. This-caused the 1:nutua1 funds to overpay for their shares as the market went
down, serving to magnify loﬁg-term investors’ losses. | |

23.  Canary obtained some of its late trading “capacity” (the opportunity to engage in
late trading) directly from BACAP, which installed special computer equipment in Canary’s
office that allowed it to buy and sell Bank of America’s own mutual funds—the Nations
Funds—and hundreds of other mutual funds at the 4:00 p.m. price untii 6:30 pm New York
time. In return, Canary agreed fo leave millions of dollars in BACAP bond funds on a Iong-ferm
basis. Thése parked funds are known in the trade as “sticky assets.”

24,  Canary obtained additional late trading capacity from intennediariés, including
Security Trust éompany (“STC”), an Arizona company providing trust administrative services
(including éccess to mutual funds) to retirement plans. STC gave Canary the ability to trade
hundreds of additional mutual funds as late as 9:00 p.m. New York time. So profitable was this
opportunity that STC ultimately demanded, and received, a percentage of Canary’s winnings.

B. Timing

25.  Mutual funds are meant to be long-term investments. They are designed for buy-
and-hold investors, and are therefore the favored homes for America.ns; retirement and college
savings accounts. Nevertheless, quick-turnaround traders routinely try to trade in and out of

certain mutual funds in order to exploit inefficiencies in the way they set their NA V.
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26.  This strategy works only because some funds use “stale” prices to calculate the
value of securities held in the fund’s portfolio. These prices are “stale” because they do not
necessarily reflect the “fair value” of such securities as of the time the NAYV is calculated. A
typical example is a U.S. mutual fund that holds Japanese shares. Because of the time zone
difference, the Japanese.market may close at 2:00 a.m. New York time. If the U.S. mutual fund
manager uses the clbsing prices of the Japanese shares in his or her fund to arrive at an NAYV at
4:00 p.m. in New York, he or she is relying on market information that is fourteen hours old. If
there have been positive market moves during the New Yo;k trgding day that will cause the
J épanese market to rise when it later opens, the stale Japanese pﬁces will not reflect them, and
the fund’'s NAV will be artificially low. Put another way, the NAV does not reflect the true
current market value of the stocks the fund holds, On suéh a day, a trader who buys the J apanese
fund at the “stale” price is virtually assured of a profit that can be realized the next day by |
selling. This and similar sfrategies are known as “time zoné arbitrage.” Taking advantage of this

kind of short-term arbitrage repeat;:dly in a single mutual fund is called “timing” the fund.'

' A particularly striking historical example of time zone arbitrage is described in a June 10, 2000

article in TheStreet.Com entitled “Your International Fund May Have the ‘Arbs Welcome’ Sign Out” :

“"On Oct. 28, 1997, on the heels of a 10% decline in the U.S. stock market, Asian
markets dropped precipitously. By 4 p.m. ET, however, the U.S. markets had
recovered. To anyone following the Asian markets, it was clear that those
markets would follow suit when they opened for trading.

Unfortunately, this was not so clear to some mutual funds that invest in securities
traded in Asian markets. These funds calculated their NAVs at the lower, 13
hours’ stale closing prices on the exchange. Many arbitragers, knowing the
funds’ next-day NAY would rise, stood ready to exploit this pricing discrepancy.
. They poured money into Asia/Pacific funds and sold them the next day,
pocketmg 2 one-day profit of around 10%. This profit came directly out of the
pockets of the remaining shareholders.
How much did shareholders in Asia-Pacific funds lose because the funds used
stale prices to value their portfolios? Not surprisingly, the funds aren’t talking.
But based on methodology suggested by the SEC, sharcholders in many of these
funds would have seen their accounts drop by up to 2.5% overnight.

See also “International Funds Still Sitting Ducks for Arbs,” TheStreet.com (July 1, 2000).
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27. A similar type of timing is possible in mutual funds that contain illiquidlsecurities :
such as high-yield bonds or small capitalization stocks. Here, thé fact that some of the fund’s |
securities may not have traded for hours before the New York closing timé can render the fund’s
NAV stale, and thus open it to being timed. This is sometimes known as “liquidity arbitrage.”

1. The Effect on Loag Term Shareholders
28.  Like late trading, effective timing captures an arbitrage profit. And like late

trading, the arbitrage profit from timing comes dollar-for-dollar out of the pockets of thg long-

~ term investors: the timer steps in at the last moment and takes part of the buy-and-hold investors’
upside Whén the market goes up, so the next day’s NAV is reduced for those who are still in the
fund. If the timer sells short on bad days—as Canary did—the arbitrage has the effect of making
the next day’s NAV loWer than it would otherwise have been, thus magnifying the losses that
investors are experiencing in a declining market.

29.  The wealth transfer of arbitrage based on the timing of mutual fund transactions
ﬁas numerous deleterious effects on investors in mutual funds. First and forerﬁést, investors in
the Funds were damaged by virtue of the dilution that market timed transactions have on their
interests in the Funds. Simply put, but for the market timed transactions, tﬁe NAY of the Funds
would be Bigher. In addition "timed" transactions lead to greater transaction costs which must
be borne by long-term investors. Indeed, trades necessitated by timer redemptions can also lead
to realization of taxable capital gains-at an undesirable time, or may result in maﬁagers having to
sell stock into a falling market.

30, Mutual fund managers are aware of the damaging effect that timers have on their |
funds. And while the effects on individual shareholders may be small (;nce they are spread out
over all the investors in a fund, their aggregate impact is not: for example, one recent study

estimates that U.S. mutual funds lose $4 billion each vear to timers. Eric Zitzewitz, Who Cares
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About Shareholders? Arbitrage-Proofing Mutual Funds (October 2002) 35, at http://faculty-
gsb.stahford‘.edu/zitzewitz/Resea.rch/arbinfage1002.pdf. While it is virtually impossible for fund

managcré to identify every timing trade, large movements in and out of funds—Tlike those made

by Canéry;—are easy for managers to spot. And mutual fund m@gem have tools to fight back

against timers.
31.  Fund managers typically have the power simply to reject timers” purchases. Many

funds have also instituted sliort-tenn trading fees (“early redemption fees”) that effectively wipe

out the arbitrage that timers exploit. Generally, these fees go directly iﬁtothe affected fund to

reimburse it for the costs of short tenﬁ trading. In addition, fund managers are required to update

NAVs at the end of &e day in New York when there have been market moves that might render |

the NAYV stale. This is called giving the fund a “fair value.” It eliminates the timer’s arbitrage. As

fiduciaries for their investors, mutual fund managers are obliged to do their best to use these ‘ i

weapons to protect their customers from the dilution that timing causes. |
32.  Given the harm that timing causes, and the tools available to put a stop to it, why

would a mutual fund manager allow his fund to be timed? The answer lies in the way that mutual

funds are organized. Typically a single investment advisor sets up a number of mutual funds to

form a famxly For example, BACAP is the investment advisor for the Nations Funds family,

including Nations ,Iniemational Equity fund, Nations Small Cap fund and so on. While each

mutual fund is in fact its own company, as a practical matter the investment advisor runs it. The

portfolio managers who make the investment decisions for the funds and the executives to whom

“they report are all typically employees of the investment advisor, not th_e mutual funds ,

themselves. Still, the investment advisor owes fiduciary duties to each fund and each investor.

-12 -
491803v3

AAtarIAY AN E



33.  The investment advisor makes its profit from fees it charges the funds for
financial advice and other services. These fees are typically a percentage of the assets in the
fund, so the more assets in the family of funds, the more money the manager makes. The timer
understands this perfectly, and frequently offers the investment advisor more assets in exchange
for the right to time trades. The Advisor Defendants all succumbed to temptation and allowed
the Canary Defendants and other investors to enter into timed transactions, selling out their
~ beneficiaries, so that tirese preferred investors could achieve a greater profit than the ordinary
buy-and-hold investor and so that they could line their pockets W1th greater management fees.

34.  As an additional inducement for allowing timing, investment advisors often
received “sticky assets.” These were typically long-term investments made not in the mutual
fund in which the timing activity was permitted, but in one of the investment advisors' other
financial vehicles (e.g., a bond fund or a hedge fund run by the manager) that assured a steady
flow of fees to the advisor.

35. Inaddition to being an obvious violation bf their fiduciary duties to Plaintiffs, the
Class and the Funds themselves, the Advisor Defendants violated the terms of the prospectuses
governing the Funds because the prospectuses assured investors that "tiniing" was not permitted.
For example, the “Excessive Trading Policy” in the February 25, 2002 prospectus for the Janus
Income Funds states:

Frequent trades in your account or accounts controlled by you can
disrupt portfolio investment strategies and increase Fund expenses
for all Fund shareholders. The Funds are not intended for market
timing or excessive trading. To deter these activities, the Funds or
 their agents may temporarily or permanently suspend or terminate
exchange privileges of any investor who makes more than four
exchanges out of a Fund in a calendar year and bar future
purchases into the Fund by such investor. In addition, the Funds or

their agents also may reject any purchase orders (including
exchange purchases) by any investor or group of investors
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indefinitely for ahy reason, including, in particular, purchase
orders that they believe are attributable to market timers or are
otherwise excessive or potentially disruptive to the Fund.

Orders placed by investors in violation of the exchange limits or -
the excessive trading policies or by investors that the Fund believes
are market timers may be revoked or cancelled by a Fund.

36. Canary realized tens of millions of dollars in profits as a result of these tnmmg
arrangements. In many cases these profits also reflect late trading, as Canary would frequently
negotiate a timing agreement with one of the Advisor Defendaxits, and then proceed to late trade
the‘ target funds through STC .o‘r another intermediary of which ti'xe Advisor Defendants were or
should have been awére. |

37.  In early 2000, Canary began to engage in late trading. Canary’s most extensive
late trading and timing relaﬁonship was with BACAP. Starting in ZOOI,I‘BA'CAP (1) set Canary :
up with a state-of-the- art electronic late trading platform, allowing it to trade late in the
hundreds of mutual funds that the bank offers to its customers, (2) gave Canary permissiqn to
time its own mutual fund family, the “Nations Funds,” (3) provided Canary with approximately
$300 million 6f credit to finance this late trading and timing, and (4) sold Canary the derivative _
short positions it needed to time the funds as the market dropped. In the process, Canary became
one of Bank of America’s largest customers. The relationship was mutually beneficial: Canary
made tens of millions through late trading and timing, while the various parts of the Bank of
America that serviced Can_ary’méde millions themselves. All of this activity was coordinated
through the Bank of America broker who brought Canary in as a client, Theodore C. Sihpol, I

38.  Sihpol, who works in the Banc of America"Securi;ies’ (‘;BAS”) high-net worth
group lvocated ih midtown Manhattan, visited Stern at his office in Secaucus, New Jersey in April

2001, at which time the two discussed Canary’s proposal to time the Nations Funds family.
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39, Sihpol later asked Stemn to come to the bank’s New York heédquarters and
explain his proposal in person to a larger group that included representatives from the BAS
clearing business. At this meeting, which took place in late April, 2001, Stern and two of
Canary’s traders explained their strategy to _the Bank of America group again, discussed their
credit needs, and presented a list of the Nations Funds they would most like to time.

40. When the conversation turned to clearing, the representatives of the BAS clearing
busin_ess offered to set up anary with direct access to the bank’s clearing function through their
electronic ADP system. Uéing technology that was proprietary to BAS, Canary would be able to
enter its trades vdirectly into Canary’s computers in New Jersey after the market closed unti'l. 6:30
p.m. New York time, without having to speak to a BACAP representative. The representatives of
the bank’s clearing business mentioned this late trading capability as an addiﬁOnél selling' point
for ADP. |

41, The meeting was a success. The parties agreed to go forward, subje;;t to final
approval of the list of Nations Funds to be timed. Sihpol prepared a memorandum summarizing
the Canary/Stern relationship and their efforts thus far to implement Canary’s mutual fund
trading strategy. This memo, dated April 16, 2001, Was sent to Charles D. Bryceland, his
_superior m ﬁe high-net worth brokerage business at BAS, and to a BAS compliance officer.

Among other things, the memo notes that:

e (Canary uses a proprietary strategy involving market timing
‘through daily mutual fund trading;-

e the “immediate objective” was to implement Canary’s
“proprietary market-timing trading strategy, through the use of
[BAS’] mutual fund clearing operations,” (b) initially it was
contemplated that Bank of America would permit Canary to
time $20 million to $30 million in Nations Funds, and (c)
Canary would make a “sticky” asset investment of the same
amount of money in Nations bond funds;
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e initially Canary would execute its mutual find timing trades by
calling the trades into Sihpol, (b) later, however, Canary would
be provided a direct link to BAS’ proprietary mutual fund
clearing system, and (c) the BAS clearing department had
approved installation of the “direct link;” and- ‘

e other potential business Bank of America could pursue with
Canary and the Stern family included a potential $100 to $200
million line of credit to facilitate Canary’s trade operations and
a $25 million to $30 million opportunity for the BAS’
derivatives desk to assist Canary in shorting the stocks owned
by the mutual funds Canary was timing.

Sihpol acknowledged that Canary’s requests were “a bit unor;hédox,” but stated that Canary
“made it clear they are not only willing to play by the giﬁde!inés we agrég on, but also pay [Bank |
of America] forAthe value we can add.” | | o

42.  Bryceland, Sihpol’s branch manager, 'févored the market timing rélationship with
Canary and would later commend the diligence of Sihpol and his team to some 6f tﬁe rﬁost_ ‘ :‘
senior Bank of America executives. The BAS compliance representative mmally quééﬁoned the
propriety of giving a client ‘;direct z}ccess” td BAS’ mutual fund clearing capabilities. Appérenﬂy
the compliance officer’s concerns Wwere satisfied when Sihpol informed him that other Bank of
America employees “felt the business was worthwhile and an appropriate use of [Bank of
America’s] resources.”

43 . On May 1, 2001, Canary sent Sihpol a letter confirming the Nations Funds he
hoped to time and providing the dollar amounts of timing for each fund. Initially, Canary
intended to time four funds - Nations Convertible, Nations Intcrnational Equity, Natidns
Emerging Markets and Nations Small Cap - in an aggregate amount of $16.8 million. The short
terrn' trading was to average one “round turn” per week (i.¢., one purchase and one sale of the -

- mutual fund shares each week). After selling a fund, the proceeds of the sale were to be
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deposited into a Nations money market fund or short-term bond fund until such time that Canary
decided to “redeploy” it for the next timing trade in the “approved” Nations funds.

44.  The letter further confirmed the understanding reached with respect to manuai,‘
electronic and late trading; and BAS’ intention to provide ﬁnéncing for it. Canary wrote:

We plan on transacting our trades manually at first (via Fax), at a
time of day that is a little bit earlier than [the BAS clearing -
representative] specified in our first meeting. As soon as we can
work out our lending arrangement with the bank and begin
transacting electronically via ADP, we will draw down leverage .
against the capital we have deployed in the Nations funds,
effectively increasing our trading capital with your firm to $32
‘million. If all goes well, this capital should grow larger as we get a
- sense of what trades can and cannot be done via the Banc of
. America Securities Platform. We really would like to get going
with ADP and begin trading electronically as soon as possible.

(BofA-001534) Canary also confirmed one of Bank of America’s rewards for allowing such
timing activity - “sticky assets.” The letter notes:

It is also our intention to commit “permanent” capital to Nations

funds in an amount equal to the dollars that...[a special purpose

mutual fund timing vehicle affiliated with Canary] trades. For the

time being, we have chosen to invest in Nations Short to
Intermediate Government and Nations Short Term Income Fund....

(BofA-001534)

45. Though Sihpol hﬁd obtained the go-ahead from clearing operations, his branch
manager and the compliancc department, he still needed the consent of BACAP. Sihpol had kept
Robert H. Gordon, then the co-President of BACAP, abreast of the negotiations with Stern from
the beginning, and had obtained from him the list of Nations Funds from which Canary had
made its selection of target funds. On May 3, 2001 Sihpol sent Gordon an e-mail, apparently
attaching a copy of Canary’s May 1, 2001 letter, in which he advised Gordon of the names of the ‘.
trading vehicles Canary would be using for its timing trades and that a Canary affiliate would be

“making the dollar for dollar investment in the two short-term government funds.”
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46.  Sihpol also sought to enlist Gordon’s assistance with Canary’s proposed
derivatives transactions involving the securities held in certain of the Nations mutual funds. In
the same e-mail, Sihpol wrote:

Additionally, if you could...let us know what the most efficient,

proper way of getting the portfolio’s positions and weightings to

- Cockatiel that would put us on track for a conversation with our

derivatives desk. -

Thanks again for all your help....

Ted )
That same day, Gordon forwarded Sihpol’s e-mail and its attachmen_t to various senior managers
within BACAP as well as certain individual portfolio managers. Gordon wrote:

I've spoken to a number of you about this day trading exception.

The account is the Stern Family, a significant and growing

GCIB/Bank relationship. Also, nice incentive of matching funds in

the Short-Intmdt. Gov’t Fund.... thanks, and let me know if there

are any issues. '
Apparently, no one raised any issues. Indeed, after being notified in a subsequent e-mail from
Sihpol that the $20 million in “sticky” assets promised by Canary had arrived, Gordon forwarded

the e-mail to various BACAP personnel confirming that Canary was “an approved timer.” |

47.  In addition, Gordon’s e-mail granting a special market timing dispensation to
Canary was forwarded to the BACAP “timing police” responsible for protecting the Nations
Funds from market timers.

1. Late Trading at the Bank of America

48. At first, Canary conducted its late trading with the Bank of America “manually.”

Prior to 4:00 p.m. New York time, Canafy sent Sihpol or a member of his team a series of

“proposed” mutual fund trades by e-mail or fax. Upon receipt, Sihpol or a member of his team

filled out an order ticket, time stamped it, and set it to one side until that evening. Sometime after
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4 p.m. New York time, Canary telephoned Sihpol or a merﬁber of his team} to either confirm or
cancél the “proposed” order. If confirmed, the ordef (with its pre-close time stanip) was sent by
fax to Bank of America’s mutual funds clearing department for processing, and received that
day’s NAV. If the order was cancelled, Sihpol or 2 member of his team would destroy the ticket.
49.  This procedure violated not only the SEC’s “forward pricing rule” and the bank’s
compliance manual, but was contrary to the Nations Funds prospectus. For example, the Nations |
Funds Primary A Shares prospecfus dated August 1, 2001 staté§ that orders received
Before the :‘:m.i of a business day _(usually‘4:00 pm Eastern time,
unless the NYSE closes early) will receive that day’s net asset -

value per share. Orders received after the end of a business day
will receive the next business day’s net asset value per share.

50.  The manual trading system was cumbersome, and Canary soon began using ADP,
the “direct link.” After Bank of America technicians installed it in Canary’s offices iﬁJune of
2001, the link became the preferred route for Canary’s late trading (although the manual
procedure was still followed occasionally for certain orders and when Canary experienced
technicai ‘problems)-. The link enab‘led Canary to trade late not just in the Nations Funds where it
had negotiated capacity, but in the many other mutual fund families with which the bank had
clearing agreeménts; When there was a significant market event after 4:00 p.m. EST but before
the ADP trading window closed at 6:30 p.m., the NAVS ofmany of these funds would be stale
and potentially ripe for arbitrage trading by Canary.

51, Plaintiffs believe and alleged thereon that BACAP entered into arrangements with
other institutional investors in order to allow them to both execute "timed” transactions as well as -
engage in improper late trading of other Nations Funds. The arrangements with these additional

investors, like the arrangements with the Canary Defendants, caused significant damages to the
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Funds as well as Plaintiffs and ihe Class as a result of, among other things, the dilutive effect
such impropér @mﬁons had on shares in the Funds.
52.  Sihpol and his team collected a so called “wrap fee” of one percent of the Canary
“assets in Nations Funds and one half of one percent of the assets in other funds traded through
the platform.? Throughout 2001, 2002 and up until July 2003, Canary placed late orders for
hundreds of mutual fund trades through ADP. Each evening, summaries of Canary’s late trades
were faxed to Sihpol’s team, which used them to reconcile trading reports and then discarded -
them. | | | |
2, | The.Cahary Relationship Expands‘ |
53.  Canary’s timing activity in Nations Funds proceeded during 2001. In early 2002,
however, Gordon rﬁsed an issue with Sihpol about an agreement the twb had reached in
‘December, 2001 to provide Canary with more timing capacity. This agreement was reflected in
an e-mail sent to Bryceland, Sihpol’s branch manager, in which Siphol wrote:
Canary is currently OK to trade 1% (or approx. $5MM) of the
Nation’s International fund. When Rob [Gordon] and I spoke in
December we agreed an increase to 2% would be acceptable

provided it was accompanied by an amount of “sticky” assets to be
determined later.

When the time had come for Gordon to make good on this agreement, Sihpol sent an e-mail
dated January 2, 2002:

Rob-

Happy New Year. We wanted to let you know Canary’s line of
credit with the bank has been increased to $100MM (from $75)
and they are anticipating putting it to work with us over the next
couple of weeks. Do you have any feel on when we could expand

2 The term “wrap fee” as used at Bank of America generally refers to the fee it charges for

investment advice on accounts it manages. The bank provided no investment advice to Canary, the “wrap |
fee” was compensation for timing capacity and late trading. ‘
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their space in [the International Fund] as we discussed last month?
This is a top priority for them and have [sic] offered “sticky” assets
in return for additional trading space.

Thanks again for the help.
Ted
54, Gordon disagreed. The agreement, according to Gordon, was only that he would

considér approving an increa#e in Canary’s timing capacity which Was, in any event, contingent

- upon the fund sub-advisor’s consent to the timing activity. Gordon then enlisted the assistance of
a senior executive at Bank of America’s private bank, thh thfp he had already discussed the
issue. In an e-mail forwarding ‘Sihpol’s Ja.nuaryb 2nd e-mail, GOtdon Wrote: |

... you and I talked briefly about this on the bus in Phoenix—is
this something that you want me to continue to make exceptions
for (we don’t as a general rule except market timers)? The _
corresponding balances they give us in the funds are nice but I
wouldn’t do it for that. _ T

Rob

55.  This message was forwarded to another Bank of America execﬁﬁ_ve ‘with the noie
- that the Canary relationsﬁip “is controversial within bacap” and requesting that she speak with
Gordon and advise on a game plan. |

56. The next day, Jémuary 4, 2002, Sihpol sent an e-mail, at Bryceland’s request,
quantifying the past and futuré Canary relationship. In relevant part, Sihpol wrote:

‘The commission generated as of 12/31/01 has totaled over
$655,000 (not including any revenue generated from the LIBOR +
125 [basis points] $100MM line of credit from the bank- of which
$70 MM is currently drawn). This means the revenues for AMG
‘would total over $2,250,000 on an annualized basis. This number
assumes zero growth over the next year and does not include the
one time fees (initial mutual funds charges, loan closings, etc.) the
account experienced this year. We are meeting with Eddie Stern on
Monday to discuss dramatically expanding their derivative
business and the addition of new capital to their trading accounts,
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Bryceland then forwarded Sihpol’s “quantification” of the Canary relationship to still further

senior members in the Bank of America hierarchy. Recipients included Richard DeMartini, the

" head of all of Bank of America’s asset management businesses. Included with Sihpol’s e-mail

was Bryceland’s praise for the individuals involved:

57.

Accolades go to:

* Rob Gordon & BACAP for giving access to BACAP funds for

market timing activities (initial business we bookecl and not
normally accepted by BACAP)

* [anate -Bank executives] - . Line of credlt for 75 mm, now
100mm to provide leverage for derivative and market timing

- transactions in an expedited and extremely professional way

* Ted Sihpol .... - for...appropriately drawing on the firms [sic]
resources to establish [the Canary relationship].

It is always nice to enter a new year with a success like this.
Thanks to all team members who have contributed to this
profitable relationship and for thinking across divisional lines to
make money for the firm.

Afier these e-mail briefings of the upper ranks of Bank of America managenient,

Sihpo!l met with Canary as he indicated he would in the “quantification” e-mail. Apparently the

controversy within BACAP continued, however, as Gordon had not yet approved Canary’s

request for additional timing capacity. Sihpol e-mailed the results of his Canary meeting to
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" Gordon as follows:

1. They are adding an additional $50MM to their trading
accounts to be run at 50 [basis points]. This is part of $90MM
worth of negotiated space they have been promised by another firm
and wish to trade the space here. This will be followed by the

“additional 40MM as they use the $100MM line of credit.

2. They agreed to try and increase their communication
with us/the funds when increasing or decreasing the size of theu'
trade in our (Nations) funds.
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3. They would like to see a term sheet on the principal’
protected note managed by Marsico as soon as one becomes ‘
available - and understand the value of participating in propnetary
offerings. _

4. They [sic] fund would like to increase their business w/
[the derivatives area] - esp. the ability to trade the same contracts
more frequently (weekly). The execution of our [derivatives] desk
is the best they have on the street.

5. Lastly, they would like to ask if we could grant them
space ( 1-2%) in 3 additional Natlons Funds. .

While I know we continue to ask for space, the chent continuesto -
bring us new, outside, assets and continues to pay us generously on -

in-house, outside and derivative accounts. Thanks again for the
help and anythmg you could do would be great....

Gordon forwarded Sihpol's status e-mail to DeMartini with the following message:

Rich—Once we’ve gdﬂen the Marsico Principal Protected Fund

off the ground, we intend to ask Mr, Stern for a commitment of

$20 million in return for the market timing commitments.

Rob
BACAP, howéver, was unabie to launch the Marsico Principal Profected Fund into which the
sticky money was to be deposited. Gordon nonetheless approved additional timing capacity, and
Canary continued timing various Nations Funds throughout 2002 and into 2003.

58.- In 2002, when Canary’s timing activity was in full swing, Nations Funds added _

language to the prospectus ciisclosing the harmful effect o;' market timing and reassuring
shareholders that Nations Funds would protect them. For example, the August 1, 2002 Nations

Funds prospectus for Primary A shares discloses the following:

The interests of a Fund’s long-term shareholders and its ability to
manage investments may be adversely affected when its shares are
repeatedly bought and sold in response to short-term market
fluctuations—also known as “market timing.” The exchange
privilege is not intended as a vehicle for market timing. Excessive
exchange activity may interfere with portfolio management and -
have an adverse effect on all shareholders. When BA Advisors
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believes frequent trading would have a disruptive effect on a
Fund’s ability to manage its investments, a Fund may reject
purchase orders and exchanges into a Fund by any person, group or
account that is believed to be a market timer.

59.  As one of Bank of America’s “timing police” stated in an internal email
discussing another timers’ approach to Nations Funds in search of timing capacity:

Our stated poliéy for the Funds, and our representation to the
Board, is that we do not allow market timing activity.

A copy of this email was sent to Gordon on March 18, 2003. Five days later, Gordon approved
further Canary timing in two additional Nations funds.

60. Ultimately, even BACAP’s own employees ques{ipned whether Canary’s timing
trading was detrimental to long-term shareholders. In a May 12, 2003 e-mail, a BACAP
employee complained vociferously to the “timing police” about the damage.a timer—apparently
Canary—was doing to one of the Nations Funds:

the PB has a client who trades $9 million in and out of the midcap
index fund all the time. It wasn’t so bad when he held his positions
for a while, but now he’s trading extremely short swings,
sometimes with holding periods of only a day. The impact of this

_ has been lessened since we have been getting notification in time
‘to hedge at the close, but there is still a cost that’s being borne by
other fund shareholders. We would be happy to set up a futures
trading account for this guy and handle his futures trades for him,
but a mutual fund is not the right vehicle for this kind of trading.

NotWithstanding these concerns, Canary continued to time the Nations Funds until early July,
2003, when Canary received a subpoena from the New York Attomey Generﬂ’s Office. At that
point, Canary’s timing of Nations Funds ceased. On July 3, 2003, a member of the BACAP
“timing police” force sent the following e-mail to his colleague:

This [attachment] is the [Canary] account in Small Company that
came in on June 11 through Bear Stearns that Ted Sihpol indicated
would be “sticky” money. They placed a full liquidation yesterday.
(BofA-001496-99) The BACAP “timing police” noticed right
away that Canary’s “sticky assets” had left the bank.
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C. Janus
61.  Janus is the investment advisor for the Janus family of funds. In 2002, Janus
granted permission for Canary to time the Janus Mercury fund. In exchange, Canary deposited
“sticky” money into a Janus money market fund. Canary timed the Janus Mercury fund during
2002 and 2003. Janus subsequently granted Canary capacity to time its High Yield fund as well.
62.  Plaintiffs believe and alleged thereon that Janus entere_dvintb arrangements with -
other institutional investors in order to allow them to both execute "timed" transactions as well as
‘engage in improper late trading of other Janus Funds. The ari'angements with these additional
investors, like the arrangements with the Canary Defendants, caused vsigniﬁcant damages to the
Funds as well as Plaintiffs and the Class as a result of, among other things, the dilutive effect
such improper transactions had on shares in the Funds.
1. Canary’s Additional Timing Capacity at Janus
63 In early 2003, Canary sought timing capacity in Janus’ offshore funds. Through

an intermediary, it contacted Janus and offered “sticky” assets in exchange for this additibnal
timing capacity. In response, a concerned Janus employee sent e-mails to Richard Garland, the
CEO of Janus International, expressing alarm over the volume of market timing activity in Janus
funds:

I’'m getting more concerned w/ all of these market timers and how

they are affecting our PM’s [i.e,, Portfolio Managers] trading

activity. [Portfolio Managers] have voiced their sensitivity on a

number of occasions re: this type of activity in JWF. I spoke to [a

Janus employee] and confirmed that this is a big problem

domestically and I want to avoid this at all cost before it gets too

problematic offshore. Now that we have our exchange limitation in

our prospectus, I would feel more comfortable not accepting this

type of business because its too difficult to monitor/enforce & it is

very disruptive to the PM’s & operation of the funds. Obviously,
your call from the sales side.

(JCG 000277)
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64. The employee also recommended to Garland that Janus refuse the additfonal
business from Canary due to the issues created for portfolio managers: “For now, I don’t think
we should take-on additional business of this nature....We need to keep our funds cléan &
nﬁnimise [sic] issues for PM’s/fund performance. Do you agree?”

Garland did not agree. He replied:

I have no interest in building a business around market timers, but
at the same time [ do not want to turn away $10-$20m! How b1g is

the [Canary] deal .
After learning that Canary’s timing could _ar'p;c_»up_t‘ to bet.wqen‘ $10 and $50 million dollars,
Garland gave th; “lelo aﬁead” for éanary’s'additidnal tlmmg éapacit& on April 3, 2003. The
new agreement with Canary was never finalized, however.
2. Janus Attempts To Establi;h A Timing _Po_‘licy‘

' 65. Managing the extensive-tim_ing'ac_tiv.ity iﬁ its funds became difficult for Janus. In
early June, 2003; it began to consider adopting a codsié_tent pblicy on market timing.. Discussioh
concerning development of such a policy was opened up to ce_;tain Janus empldyees. Comments
included: | |

e “Our stated policy is that we do not tolerate timers. As such,
we won’t actively seek timers, but when pressed and when we .
believe allowing a limited/controlled amount of timing activity
will be in JCG’s best interests (increased profitability to the
firm) we will make exceptions under these parameters.” (JCG
000605)-

s “My own personal recommendation is not to allow timing,
period, and follow the prospectus....[T]imers often hide
multiple accounts and move on the same day which could hurt
other investors and enrage the Pms....I don’t think the static
assets that we might be able to hold oato are worth the
potential headaches, nor does this fall into our ‘narrow and
deep’ focus. I suggest we maintain the timing agreements we
have, but allow no more.” (JCG 000569-570)-
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66.

e “[I)f we are going to allow timing, we want to be sure that
there are enough static assets [i.e., “sticky” assets] so that we
are making a decent profit for all the trouble we are put ' .
througl‘.” _

The Janus prospectus stated that timers were being policed and. shut down. For

example, the February 25, 2002 prospectus for the Janus Income Funds (including the HighYield

Fund that Canary was timing) states under the heading “Excessive Trading Pdlicy”

D. Strong
67.

Frequent trades in your account or accounts controlled by you can
disrupt portfolio investment strategies and increase Fund expenses
for all Fund shareholders. The Funds are not intended for market
timing or excessive trading. To deter these activities, the Funds or
their agents may temporarily or permanently suspend or terminate
exchange privileges of any investor who makes more than four

_exchanges out of a Fund in a calendar year and bar future

purchases into the Fund by such investor. In addition, the Funds or
their agents also may reject any purchase orders (including
exchange purchases) by any investor or group of investors
indefinitely for any reason, including, in particular, purchase
orders that they believe are attributable to market timers or are
otherwise excessive or potentially disruptive to the Fund. =

Orders placed by investors in violation of the exchange limits or
the excessive trading policies or by investors that the Fund believes
are market timers may be revoked or cancelled by a Fund....

Strong is the advisor for the Strong family of mutual funds. Canary met with

Strong representatives on October 16, 2002, asked for permission to time their mutual funds, and

at the same time offered to invest in a proprietary Strong hedge fund.

68.

After agreeing which funds Canary would be allowed to time, Strong provided .

Canary with the September month-end portfolio holdings of the target funds on November 13.

On November 26, an internal Strong email documented the understanding with Cahary:

491803v3
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“[Canary] will be opening a brokerage account . . . valued
somewhere around $18 million dollars. The purpose of the
brokerage account will be to trade mutual funds and trade on
margin. (It} will be actively trading the mutual funds that [a
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Portfolio Manager] manages, but will not trade more than 1% of
the total assets of the fund on any one day. . . . The client will also
have substantial additional assets in other areas of Strong for Cash
Mar,xagement3 and Hedge Fund purposes.

The trading arrangement was documented in more detail in a letter to Canary that day:

e The following funds are available for your strategy;
Strong Growth 20 Fund

Strong Growth Fund

Adyvisor Mid Cap Growth Fund

Strong Large Cap Growth Fund

Strong Dividend Income Fund *

® & & » o

o If your assets are not mvested in one of the above funds then
these assets will reside in one of the Strong Money Markets.

¢  You will need to be invested in any fund on the last day of the
month if you are invested in that same fund on the first day of
that same month. ‘

e All funds will be available for margin according to Reg T.

» We will need trading instructions from you by 2:45 PM
CST/3:45 PM EST on any day you wish to trade.

e All positions are limited to 1% of the assets within the fund....
An e-mail the following day shows Strong alerting its transfer agent and clearing broker to the
arrangement with Canary so that the trades would not be rejected for “ﬂipping.” Strong’s
prospectué étated that it would identify and bar timers from its funds. A Strong prospectus for
one of the funds Canary timed reads:

Market Timers

The Fund will consider the following factors to identify
market timers: shareholders who (1) have requested an exchange
out of the fund within 30 days of an earlier exchange request; 2)
have exchanged shares out of the Fund more than twice in a
calendar quarter; (3) have exchanged shares equal to at least $5

* The cash management portion of this agreement was apparently never funded.
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million or more than 1% of the Fund’s net assets; or (4) otherwise
seem to follow a timing pattern. . . .

It then goes on to reserve the right to shut market timers down:

We reserve the right to:

¢ Refuse, change, discontinue, or temporarily suspend account
services, including purchase, exchange, or telephone, facsimile
and online account redemption privileges, for any reason.

o Reject any purchase request for any reason, including

" exchanges from other Strong Advisor Funds or Strong Funds.
Generally, we do this if the purchase or exchange is disruptive
to the efficient management of a fund (due to the timing of the

" investment or an investor’s history of excessxve trading).

69.  After several months of tradmg, Canary wrote Strong on February 21, 2003:
We are pi'epared to make an investment in your hedge fund. We
will also step up our allocation to your mutual funds to our full $18
MM if that is still ok.

Q.L_A_S_S_W____LEGA'UQN_S.

70.  Counts one (breach of fiduciary duty and aiding and abetting a breach of
fiduciary duty), two (unjust enrichment), and three (breach of contract) (the “Class Claims™) are
brought under provisions of the New Jersey Rule of Civil Prdcedure 4:32-1 et. seq., on behalf of
a Class of all owhets of shares in the Janus, Strong, One Group and Nations families of funds
between January 1, 1999 and June 3, 2003 and who were damaged as a result of the unlawful
conduct alleged herein (the “Class™).

71.  Excluded from the Class are the defendants herein, any persdn, firm, trust,
corporation, or other entity related to or affiliated with any defendant.

72. The members of the Class are so numerous that joinder of all Class members is

impracticable. While the exact number and identities of Class members are unknown at this time

and can only be ascertained after reviewing defendants’ records, Plaintiffs are informed and
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beliéve that there are thousands of mutual fund investors who would be potential members of the
Class.
73.  There are common questions of law and fact which exist as to all members of the
Class and which predominate over any questions affecting only individual members of the Class.
The questions of law and fact common to the Class are, inter alia:
(a)  whether defendants engaged in a scheme, which allowed certain investors _
to enter into prohibited transactions in the Funds; A
(b)  whether the Advisor Defendants breached their fiduciary duties thereby;
| ©) whethér"ﬂ;e Advisor Dcfcn@& breached the terms of the prospectuses |
govcrhing the operation of the Funds thereby; | |
(d)  whether the defendants were unjustly enriched the_reby;
(e) whether defendants acted uniawfully and/or ﬁaudulently;
$3) vvvhether punitive damages should be assessed againsf défendants on |
account of its fraudulent, unconscionable conduct;
(g)  whether the members of the Class have sustained damages and, if so, what
is the proper me;sure of damages. |
| 74 Plaintiffs’ claims are typica.l of the claims.of the other members of the Class.
Defendants engaged in a common scheme to enable the Canary Defendants and other
institutional investors to enter into prohibited transactions, which diluted their interest in the
Funds and lessened the value of théir shares in the Funds.
75.  Plaintiffs will fairly and adequately represent the interests of the Class. Plaintiffs
have fetained counsel with experience in securities class actions, and the interests of Plaintiffs

are coincident with and not antagonistic to the interests of the members of the Class..
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"~ 76.  Defendants have acted on grounds generally applicable to the Class, vthere‘by
making appropriate final injunctive relief br correspénding declaratory relief with respect to the
Class as a whole.

77. A class action is superior to other available methods for the fair and efficient
adjudication of this controversy becauSejoinder of all Class members is impracticable.
Moreover, since the damages suffered by _the indi_vidual members of the Class may be relatively
small, the expense and burden of individual litigation would, pra;tically speaking, make it
impossible for the members of the Cl}‘as_»s individually to redress tl:xie wrongs done to them by
Defendants.' The Class is readily deﬁnéble, and prosecution of this action as a class action will
reduce the possibility of repetitio‘us l_i.tigation and the concomitant strain on the court system.
Plaintiffs aﬁtiéipéte no difﬁculty in the managément of this actién asa class action.

78, Notice can be provided to the Class by means of the U.S. Mail and/or publication
of a form of notice similar to those customarily used in 6th¢r class action liﬂgaﬁ'on. Pﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬁs
know of no difﬁcuity that will be encountered in thg management of this li-tigaﬁgn that would
- preclude its maintenance as a class action. |

DEMAND ON THE FUNDS’ DIRECTORS
96. " Plaintiffs have not made a demand that the board of directors of the Funds pursue
the claims asserted herein against the Advisor Defendants because such a demand would have
been a futile act for the following reasons:
a. The directors of the Funds (the “Directors”) have for a substantial time
been aware of some or all of the wrongs forming the basis for the claims alléged herein, but have
chosen not to protect the Funds or rectify the policies and practices complained of herein. The

Directors participated in, acquiesced in and approved the wrongs alleged herein and did so in
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affirmative violation of their duties to the Funds and their shareholders and have permittéd the
wrongs alleged and/or have remained inactive although they have long had knowledge of those
wrongs. .

b.  The wrongful actions and/or inactions by the Director Defendants alleged
herein amounted to breaches of their ﬁduciary‘duty of good faith, disclosure, due care and
loyalty to the Funds and their shareholders, and the abdication of their respdnsibilities give rise
to liability to the Funds: | |

c. The Directors failed to put into place adeéuat_e_ internal controls and
adequate means of supervision to stop the wrongful business ﬁrac':tic;,es and corporate waste
alleged herein despite the fact that there were repeated waminés - from sources inside and
outside the Company -- about such wrongful businé_ss practices since at least 2000.

d By virtue of their position as Directors and in view of their collective
experience in the mutual fund iﬁdusn'y, the Directors knew or should have known of the |
existence of the wrongful business -practices and §orporate waste described herem |

€. The Directors of the Funds are typically directors of many individual
funds within each fund comp]ex and receive an annual fee for their service on each board, which
could add '\-1p to hundreds of thousands of dollars in the aggfegate. These fees are typically paid
by the Advisor Defeﬁdants, whp, in addition to this, exercise signiﬁcént influence over the
Directors. Also, Directors are typically unaware of the Funds day-to-day operations, exert
almost no control over the management of the Funds, and are oftentimes reduced to a "rﬁbber
~ stamp” for whatever thé invesuﬁent advisor re;:ommends. As such, the Directors could not, in
good faith, be expected to bring suit against the Advisor Defendants to whom they are beholden.

DERIVATIVE CLAIM FOR BREACHES OF FIDUCIARY DUTIES
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79.  Plaintiffs repeat and reallége each and every allegation contained above ‘with the
“same force and effect as though fully set forth herein. |

80. The Directors owe the Funds and their shareholders the fiduciary duties of caré
and loyalty and. the duty to exercise, in the performance of their responsibilities as'dire‘ctors, the
care that a reasonably prudent pefsbn in a similar position would use under similar
circumstances. These duties included the duty to exercise reasonable care in the oversight and
supervision of the Funds’ corpdfate affairs and management. As set forth herein, the Directors
violated those duties through their bad faith and/or gross negligence which caused or contributed
to the commission of the wrongs complained of herein.

81, Bésed on the foregoing allegations, the Directors have violated their fiduciary

duties of care, loyalty, reasonable inquiry, oversight, good faith and sup}ervisiorL‘ |

82.  The Director Defendants knew of and were reckless or grossly negligent in
causing or failing to prevent the wrongful business practices and corporate wéste alleged herein, o a
or they reck]essly. or with gross neéligence failed to ascertain and avert such business practices
and corporate waste.

| 83f The Advisor Defendants' breaches of fiduciary duty have proximately caused or
will cause the'F unds to suffer substantial monetary damages as a result of the wrongful business
prabtices described herein, as well as yet undetermined damages arising out of the tafnishing the
image of the Funds.
FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
(Class Claim for Breach of Fiduciary Duty and Breach of Trust Against the Advisor

Defendants and Aiding and Abetting the Advisor Defendants' Breach Of Fiduciary
’ Duties against the Canary Defendants)

84.  Plaintiffs repeat and reallege all of the foregoing allegations as if fully set forth

herein.
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85.  The Advisor Defendants stand in a fiduciary relationship with the FundsA and their - -
shareholders (i.e., the Class). By reason of their fiduciary positions, the Advisor Defendants
owed, and continue to owe, fiduciary duties to the Funds and their shareholders including the |
duties of due care, loyalty and good faith and fair dealing, and are and were forbidden to use
their positions of trust and #uthority for personal gain at the éxpcnse of the Funds and their
shareholders, to 'ir‘nproperly diminish the value of the Funds' investments, or to personally benefit
at the expense of the Class.

86. Inentering in‘to- arraignments with the Canary Defendants and other institutional
investors whereby such investors would receive favorable treatment with respect to market
timing trades and late trading at the expense of existing Fund shareholders, the Advisor
- Defendants breached their fiduciary duties and, in so doing, garnered substéntial benefits to the -
detn'meht, harm, monetary damage, and expense of the Class (as well as the Canary Defendants .
aiding and abetting such violations). The members of the Class have seén their investmenfs in
the Funds diluted by virtue of the l.atte trading and timing schemes approved, supported and
- funded by the Advisor Defendants in contravention of their fiduciary obligations of loyalty, care
and disclosuré to the Funds and the Class. |

87‘. The prohibited Canary transactions further.violated the Advisor Defendants’
(aided and abetted by the Canary Defendants) duties of care and undivided loyalty in that, as a
result of the dilutive transactions, ihe Advisor Defendants acknowledge that the Funds were
incurring significant transaction éosts which would be borne by the Funds' shareholders.

88.  In developing, structuring and profiting from the illicit dilutive transactions, the
Advisor Defendants (and the Cariary Defendants as aiders and abettors) Qiolated their fiduciary

duties and positions of trust for pérsonal gain at the expense of the Class.
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89. The Advisor Defendants (aided and abefted by the Canary Defendants) t;reached
their fiduciary duties to the Class by negotiating away protections to belonging to the Funds and
the Class, which were put in place to prevent the dilutive effect of ﬁ'equent redemptions in the
Funds, all of which was done to enrich the Advisor Defendants to the direct detriment of théir
beneficiaries. | |

90. The Advisor Defendants (aided and abetted by the Canary Defendants) further
breached their fiduciary duties and positions of trust for persoﬁal gain by causing violating the
rules of thé Securities and Exchange Commission with respect to their participation in illicit "late
trading" schemes. | |

91. By reason of the foregoing, the Advisor Defendants (aidgd and abetted by the
Canary Defendants) have breached their fiduciary duties to Plaintiffs and the members 6f the
Class and should be surcharged for all damages suffered by Plaintiffs and the members of the
Class by reason of their breaches of fiduciary duties. Plaintiffs and the Class sufferéd special
injury as a result of the dilution ow;ing to the Advisor Defendants conspiring to permit timing and
late trading, in that the dilution did not similarly affect all fund investors, as detailed herein,
insofar as other fund investors were the unlawful beneficiaries of such dilution.

| 'SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION
(Unjust Enrichment)

92.  Plaintiffs repeat and reallege all of the foregoing allegations as if fully set forth
herein.

93.  The Advisor Defendants have been unjustly enriched at the expense of and to the
detriment of Plaintiffs and the Class by receiving excessive fee income‘ eamed as a result of its |
compromise of its pretty sure he obligations to the Class in participating, funding anci

acquiescing to Canary's illicit transactions. The Advisor Defendants has failed or refused to

-35-
491803v3
09/05/03 20:15



" refund to Plaintiffs and the Class the amounts wrongfully obtained and have béen unjustly

enriched thereby. | | |
94.  Plaintiffs and Class are entitled to recover from the Advisor Defendants as unjué.t
enrichment all amounts wrdngfully collected and improperly retained by them, plus interest
thereon. |
THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION

- (Breach of Contract)

95.  Plaintiffs repeat and réallege‘ all of the foregoing allegations as if fully set forth
hereﬁL

96.  The prospectuses disseminated by the Funds to Plaintiffs and the Class members
are contracts. |

97.  These contracts provided that shares would be purchased in the Funds and the
NAV calculated on the prior day and that market. timing trgnsactions wduld not be allowed.

98. The Advispr Defend.ants' improper conduct in allowing for late trading and
market timing transaCtions-wasn in direct contravention of the terms of the prospectuses
governing the operation of the F linds and constituted a breach df such cdntracts.

99.  Asadirect and proximate result of the Advisdr Defendants’ breach of its
contfacts with Plaintiffs and thé Class Members; Plaintiff and the Class Members have suffered
injury and seek damages in the amount necessary to restore them to the positions they would be

in had no breach occurred.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for judgment as follows:

(1) For an order certifying this case as a class action;
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(2) For compensatory damages according to proof;

(3) For an order finding and declaring that defendants’ acts and praciices as
challenged herein are untawful, fraudulent and constitute unconscionable conduct
sufﬁcient to support an award of ppniﬁve damages under New Jersey’s Punitive
Damages Act, N.J.S.A. 2A: 15-5.9 et. seq. |

(4) For an order preliminarily and permanently enjoining defendants from engaging
in the pfactices challenged herein;

S) F of an order of disgorgement and/or restitt'ltion in an axﬁount to be determined at
trial; |

(6) For pre judgment interest to the extent permitted by law;

(7) For an award of attorneys’ fees, costs and expenses incurréd in the invesﬁgaﬁon,
filing and prosecution of this action to the extent permitted by law; and

(8) For such other and further relief as the Court may deém just and proper.

. JURY DEMAND

Plaintiffs hereby demand a trial by jury.

PELLETTIERI, RABSTEIN &

ALTMU/{/L/

Anhur Penn

790 Woodlane Road
Tarnsfield Plaza, Suite 6
Mt. Holly, NJ 08060
609-520-0900

GOODKIND LABATON RUDOFF
& SUCHAROW LLP
Joel H. Bernstein
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DESIGNATION OF TRIAL COUNSEL

Pursuant to the provisions of R. 4:25-4, the Court is advised that Arthur Penn is

hereby designated as trial counsel.

PELLETTIERI, RABSTEIN AND ALTMAN
Attomeys for Plaintiff

Ol —

ARTHUR PENN

CERTIFICATION OF TRIAL COUNSEL

It is hereby certified pursuant to R.4:5-1, that the matter in controversy herein is
not the subject of any other pending action, except for an action filed in New York by
New York’s Attorney General.. There are no other actions pending in any other court or
of a pending arbitration proceeding and no such action or arbitration proceeding is

‘ contemplated.

PELLETTIERI, RABSTEIN AND ALTMAN
Attorneys for Plaintiff

\n
ARTHUR PENN

Dated: September 8, 2003
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

Mecklenburg County

¥ TS %‘7(/(

In The General Court Of Justice
[ istrict  [¥] Superior Court Division

Name Of Plaintiff
JOHN MCLAIN, on behalf of himself and others similarly situated

Address ]
741 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 300

City, State, Zip
Chariotte, NC 28204

VERSUS

CIVIL SUMMONS

[J' ALIAS AND PLURIES SUMMONS
G.S. 1A-1, Rules 3, 4 |

Name Of Defendant(s) )

BANK OF AMERICA CORPORATION, BANC OF AMERICA
ADVISORS, LLC, BANC OF AMERICA CAPITAL
MANAGEMENT, LLC, NATIONS FUNDS TRUST, BANC OF
AMERICA SECURITIES, LLC, and’ DOE Defendants 1-100

Date Qriginal Summons Issued

Date(s) Subsequent Summons(es) Issued

To Each Of The Defendant(s) Named Below:

" |Name And Address Of Defendant 1

BANC OF AMERICA CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, LLC
¢/o CT Corporation System, Agent for Service

225 Hillsborough Street

Raleigh, NC 27603

Name And Address Of Defendant 2

BANC OF AMERICA SECURITIES, LLC
c/o CT Corporation System, Agent for Service
225 Hillsborough Street '
Raleigh, NC 27603

A Civil Action Has Been Commenced Against You!

plaintiff’s last known address, and

-You are notified to appear'and answer the complaint of the plaintiff as follows:

1. Serve a copy of your written answer to the complaint upon the plaintiff or plaintiff's attorney within thirty (30) days
after you have been served. You may serve your answer by delivering a copy to the plaintiff or by mailing it to the

2. File the original of the written answer with the Clerk of Superior Court of the county named above.

If you fail to answer the complaint, the plaintiff will apply to the Court for the rehef demanded in the complaint.

Name And Address Of Plaintiff's Attorney (If None, Address OF Plaintiff) Date L&Sued i ¢< Time:
John W. Gresham L ; j g‘/ C) ‘({ Ll 7 0 Aam ﬂ/PM
" IFERGUSON STEIN CHAMBERS LAW OFFICES Signatufe P ] i -

741 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 300
Charlotte, North Carolina 28204

S/
/J{{

/

AOC-CV-100, Rev. 4/01
22001 Administrative Office of the Courts

D ENDORSEMENT Date Of Endorsement Time Dm o
This Summons was originally nssued on the date S
indicated above and returned not served. At the
request of the plaintiff, the time within which this
Summons must be served is extended thirty (30) days.S | LJ oepuycsc [ Asssuntcsc  [7] Clerk OF Superior Court

NOTE TO PARTIES: Many counties have MANDATORY ARBITRATION programs in which most cases where the amount in controversy is
$15,000 or less are heard by an arbitrator before a trial.
mandatory arbitration, and, if so, what procedure is to be followed.

The parties will be notified if this case is assigned for

(Over)



: RETURN OF SERVICE
l certify that this Summons and a copy of the complaint were received and served as follows:

DEFENDANT 1

Date Served : Time Served Name Of Defendant

dam [Jem

[J By delivering to the defendant named above a copy of the summons and complaint.

[ By leaving a copy of the summons and complaint at the dwelling house or usual piace of abode of the defendant named
above with a person of suitable age and discretion then residing therein.

As the defendant is a corporation, service was effected by defivering a copy of the summons and complaint to the
person named below.

Name And Address Of Person With Whom Coples Left (if corporation. give title of person copies left with}

(] Other manner of service (specify)

{J Defendant WAS NOT served for the following reason:

DEFENDANT 2 .

Date Served Time Served Name Of Defendant

Oam [Jpm

{3 By delivering to the defendant named above a copy of the summons and complaint.

[ By leaving a copy of the summons and complaint at the dweliing house or usual place of abode of the defendant named
above with a person of suitable age and discretion then residing therein.

As the defendant is a corporation, service was effected by delivering a copy of the summons and complaint to the
person named below.

Name And Address Of Person With Whom Copies Left (if corporation, give title of person copies left with)

[ Other manner of service (specify)

{(J Defendant WAS NOT served for the following reason.

Service Feé Paid Signature OF Deputy SheAff Making Retum
s .

Date Received Name OF Sheniff (Type Or Print)

Date OF Returmn County OFf Sheriff

AQC:CV-100, Side Two. Rev. 4/01
2001 Administrative Office of the Courts
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA ' IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

- SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
COUNTY OF MECKLENBURG . 03 CVS SN

SECURITIES, LLC, and DOE

JAMES MCLAIN, on behalf of h;mself
and others 51m11arly situated, S

Plaintiff,
v, ' CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT
BANK OF AMERICA
CORPORATION, BANC OF
AMERICA ADVISORS, LLC, BANC
OF AMERICA CAPITAL

MANAGEMENT, LLC, NATIONS
FUNDS TRUST, BANC OF AMERICA

Defendants 1-100, -

Defendants.

Plaintiff James Mclain, on behalf of himself and all others similarly situated, alleges upon
information and belief that:

PARTIES

1. Plaintiff James Mclain holds shares or units in four mutual funds offered by
Nations Funds Trust. Specifically, Mclain holds shares or units in Nations Convertible Securities
Fimd, Nations International Equity Fund, Nations Midcap Index Fund, and Nations Small
Company Fund, and has been damaged thereby. Mclain is a resident of Winston-Salem, North
Carolina.

2. Defendant Nations Funds Trust (“NF”), a Delaware statutory trust, i‘s the registrant
and issuer of the shares of the numerous mutual funds in the Funds Family. The principal place
of business for Nations Funds Trust is One Bank of America Plaza, Charlotte, NC 28255. -
Nations Funds Trust offers numerous stock, bond and index-related mutual funds to investors
(hereafter the mutual funds offered by Nations Funds Trust are collectively referred to as “Funds |

Family”).

280812.2
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3. Defendant Bané of America Advisors, LLC (“BAA”)', a North Carolina limited
liability company, managed and advised the Funds Family until J énuary 1,2003. During this
périod, BAA conducted the day-to-day management of the Funds Family. BAA’s principal place
of business is located at One Bank of America Plaza, Charlotte, North Carolina 28255.

4 Defendant Banc of America Capital Management, LLC (“BACM”), a North |
Carolina limited liability company and the successor to BAA, manages and advises the Funds
Family. BACM conducted the day-to-day management of the Funds. BACM is located at One
Bank of America Plaza, Charlotte, North Carolina 28255. BACM replaced Banc of America
Advisors, LLC, as the investment adviser to the Funds Family, on January 1, 2003.

5. Defendant Banc of America Securities, LLC (“BAS”) is a North Carolina limited
liability company, a subsidiary of Bank of America Corporation, with its principal place of
business in Charlotte, North Carolina.

6. Defendant Bank of America Corporation (“BAC”) is a bank and financial holding
company that is incorporated in Delaware with its principal place of business in Charlotte, North
Carolina. Bank of America is the parent company of BAS, NF and the current investment adviser
BACM. |

7. Plaintiff has no current knowledge of the true names of defendants sued as Does 1
through 100 inchisive (“Doe Defendants”) and, therefore, sues these Doe Defendants by such
fictitious names. Plaintiff will seek leave of the Court to further amend this Complaint to allege
their true names and capacities when they are ascertained. Plaintiff alleges that each of these Doe
Defendants is an employee, officer, director or agent of one of the named Defendants and is
responsible in some manner for the acts and occurrences alleged herein, and that Plaintiff’s

damages were caused by such Doe Defendants.

YENUE AND JURISDICTION

8. The claims asserted in this Co_mplaiht are brought under the laws of the State of

North Carolina. Venue is proper pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat, § 1-79.

2808122 -2-
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FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

9. More than 80 million people, or one out of every two households in America,
invest in mutual funds. Bank of America Corporation (“BAC”) has held itself out to mutual fund

investors as “‘a company dedicated to a goal of providing responsible investment management and

superior service. Bank of America is recognized for its sound investment approaches, which place

it among the nation's foremost financial institutions.”

10. Begmnmg in 2001 until September 3, 2003, Defendants conspired with each other
to allow certain favored institutional investors such as hedge fund Canary Capital Partners, LLC
and Canary Investment Management, LLC, (collectively “Canary”) to reap many millions of
dollars in profit, at the expense of investors in the Funds Family, including Plaihtiff and the othef
members of the class, through secret and illegal after-hours trading and timed trading. In
exchange for allowing this improper conduct, the Defendants received substantial fees and other
profits for themselves and their affiliates to the detriment of Plaintiff and the other members of
the Class who knew nothing of these arrangements. Specifically, BAA and BACM, as managers
of the Funds Family, profited from fees they charged to the Funds Family that were measured as a
percentage of the assets under management. In exchange for the right to engage in late trading
and timing, hedge funds such as Canary agreed to place substantial assets in the Funds Family,
thereby increasing the overall assets in the Funds Family and the fees paid to the Funds Family
managers. The assets parked in the Funds Family in exchange for the right to engage in late
trading and timing are referred to as “sticky assets.” Furthermore, Canary secretly disguised.
additional, improper compensation to the Defendantsvas interest payments on monies lbaned by
the Defendants to Canary for the purpose of financing the illegal scheme.

11. “Timing” is an investment technique involving short-term, “in and out” trading of
mutual fund shares. NF, BAA, and BACM agreed with certain hedge funds, including Canary,
that Canary would engage in timing of certain mutual funds in the Funds Family. Timing is
designed to exploit inefficiencies in the way mutual fund companies price their shares, for timing
inures to the detriment of long-term shareholders. Because of this detrimental effect, mutual fund

prospectuses typically state that timing is monitored and the funds work to prevent it.
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Nonetheless, in return for investments that increased BAA’s and BACM’s profits accruing from
the management of the Funds Family, NF, BAA, and BACM entered into undisclosed agreements
to allow timing. In fact, NF, BAA, and BACM have employees (generally referred to as the
“timing police™) who are supposed to ferret out “timers” and put a stop to their short-term trading
activity. Nonetheless, NF, BAA, and BACM arranged to give certain hedge furids a “pass” with
the timing police, who did not attempt to shut down their siion-iei‘m trading.

12, A similar type of timing is possible in mutual funds that contain illiquid securities
such as high-yield bonds or small capitalization stocks. Here, the fact that some of the securities
held by the Funds Family may not have traded for hours before the New York cllosing time can
render the fund’s “Net Asset Value” or “NAV,” as defined in paragraph 16 below, stale and thus
be susceptible to being timed for quicic profits. This is sometimbes known as “liquidity arbitrage.”

13.  Effective timing captures an arbitrage profit. This profit from timing comes |
dollar-for-dollar out of the ‘pockets of the long-term investors: the timer steps in at the last
Iiioment and takes part of the buy;and-hold investors’ upside when the market goes up, so the
next day’s NAV is reduced for those who are still in the fund. If the timer sells short on bad
days — as Canary also effectively did ~ the arbitrage has the effect of making the next day’s NAV
lower than it would cherwise have been, thus magnifying the losses that investors are
experiencing in a declining market.

14. Beside the wealth transfer effect of arbitrage (called “dilution™), timers also harm
their target funds in a number of other ways. They impose their transaction costs on the long-
term investors. Trades necessnated by timer redemptions can also result in the realization of
taxable capital gains at an undesirable time, or may result in managers having to sell stock into a
falling market.

15. Timing inures to the detriment of long—te;m mutual fund shareholders and, because
of this detrimental effect, NF’s prospectuses stated that timing is monitored and that the
Defendants will work to prevent it. These statements were false because, not only did the
Defendants allow favored investors such as Canary to time their trades, but, in the case of Canary,

they also provided a trading platform, provided Canary proprietary information about the stocks
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held in the Funds Family, financed the timing arbitrage strategy, and sought to profit and did

profit from it.

16.  “Late trading” exploits the unique way in which mutual funds, including the Funds

Family, set their prices on a daily basis for transaction in funds’ shares. The daily price of mutual

fund shares is éalculated once a day as of 4:00 p.m. EST. The price, known as the ‘“Net Asset
Value” or “NAV,” reflects the closing prices of the securities that comprise a given fund’s
portfolio, plus the value of any cash that the fund manager maintains for the fund. Orders to buy,
sell, or exchange mutual fund shares placed at or before 4:00 p.m. EST on a given day receive
that day’s pfice. Orders placed after 4:00 pm EST are required to be filled using the following |
day’s closing price. Unbeknownst to Plaintiff and other members of the Class, Defendants
secreﬂy agreed that orders for certain hedge funds such as Canary placed after 4:00 p.m. on a
given day would illegally receive that same day’s price (as opposed to the next day’s price, at
which the order would have been executed had it been processed lawfully). This illegal conduct
allowed Canary to take advantage of information made public after the close of trading at

4:00 p.m. while Plaintiff and other members of the Class, who bought their Funds Family shaies_ |
lawfully, could not. |

THE CANARY RELATIONSHIP ‘
17. Starting in 2001, Defendants (1) set Canary up with a state-of-the-art electronic

late trading platform operated by BAS, allowing Canary to trade late in the hundreds of mutual -
funds, including but not limited to the Funds Family, (2) gave Canary permission to time mutual

funds in the Funds Family, (3) provided Canary with approximately $300 million of credit to

- orchestrate late trading and timing for its own profit, and (4) enabled Canary to enter into

derivative positions it needed to capitalize on its ability to time and late trade mutual funds in the
Funds Family. None of these facts were disclosed in the NF prospectuses. In the process, Canary
became one of BAC’s largest customers. The relationship was mutually beneficial: Canary made

tens of millions through late trading and timing, while Defendants made millions themselves.
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1. Setting Up The Relationship
18.  OnMay 1, 2001, Canary sent Theodore C. Sihpol, III, a broker at Bank of

America Securities (“BAS”) private client group, a letter confirming which of the mutual funds in
the Funds Family it wanted to time and providing the dollar amounts of timing for each of the
mutual funds in the Funds Family. Initially, Canary intended to ;ime four mutual funds in the
Funds Family — Nations Convertible, Nations International Equity, Nations Emérging Markets
and Nations Small Cap — in an aggregate amount of $16.8 million. The short term trading was
to average one “round turn” per week (i.e., one purchase and one sale of the mutual fund shares
each week). After seliing a fund, the proceeds of the sale were tolbe deposited into a Funds
Family money market fund or short-term bond fund until such time that Canary decided to
“redeploy” it for the next timing trade in the “approved” mutual fund.

19.  The letter further confirmed the understanding reached with respect to manual,

electronic and late trading, and BAS’ intention to provide financing for it. Canary wrote:

We plan on transacting our trades manually at first (via Fax), at a
time of day that is a little bit earlier than [the BAS clearing
representative] specified in our first meeting. As soon as we can
work out our lending arrangement with the bank and begin
transacting electronically via ADP, we will draw down leverage
against the capital we have deployed in the Nations funds,
effectively increasing our trading capital with your firm to $32
million. If all goes well, this capital should grow larger as we get a
sense of what trades can and cannot be done via the Banc of
America Securities Platform. We really would like to get going
with ADP and begin trading electronically as soon as possible.

Canary also confirmed one of the defendants’ rewards for allowing such timing activity - “sticky

. assets.” The letter notes:

It is also our intention to commit “permanent” capital to Nations
funds in an amount equal to the dollars that...[a special purpose
mutual fund timing vehicle affiliated with Canary] trades. For the
time being, we have chosen to invest in Nations Short to
Intermediate Government and Nations Short Term Income Fund....

20.  Though Sihpol had obtained the go-ahead from clearing operations, his branch
manager and the compliance department, he still needed the consent of BACM, the investment
manager of the Funds Family. Sihpol had kept Robert H. Gordon, then the co-President of

BACM, abreast of the negotiations with Stern from the beginning, and had obtained from him the
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list of funds in the Funds Family' from which Canary had made its seléction of target funds. On
May 3, 2001, Sihpol sent Gordon an é-mail, apparently attaching a copy of Canary’s May 1, 2001
letter, in which he advised Gordon of the names of the trading vehicles Caﬁary would be using for
its timing trades and that a Canary affiliate would be “making the dollar for dollar investment in
the two short-term government funds.”

21.  Sihpol also sought to enlist Gordon’s assistance with Canary’s proposed
derivatives transactions involving the securities held in certain of the mutual funds in the Funds

Family. In the same e-mail, Sihpol wrote:

Additionally, if you could...let us know what the most efficient,
proper way of getting the portfolio’s positions and weightings to

- Cockatiel [a subsidiary of Canary] that would put us on track for a
conversation with our derivatives desk. '
Thanks agairi for all your help....

Ted

That same day, Gordon forwarded Sihpol’s e-mail and its attachment to vartous senior managers

within BACM as well as certain individual portfolio managers. Gordon wrote:

I’ve spoken to a number of you about this day trading exception.
The account is the Stern Family, a significant and growing
GCIB/Bank relationship. Also, nice incentive of matching funds in
the Short-Intmdt. Gov’t Fund....

thanks, and let me know if there are any issues.

Apparently, no one raised any issues. After being notified in a subsequent e-mail from Sihpol
that the $20 million in “sticky” assets vpromised by Canary had arrived, Gordon forwarded the e-
mail to various BACM personnel confirming that Canary was “an approved timer.”

22.  Inaddition, Gordon’s e-mail granting a special market timing dispensation to

Canary was forwarded to the BACM “timing police” responsible for protecting the Funds Family

| from market timers.

2. ° Late Trading at BAS

23. At first, Canary conducted its late trading with BAS “manually.” Prior to 4:00
p.m. New York time, Canary sent Sihpol or a member of his team a series of “proposed” mutual

fund trades by e-mail or fax. Upon receipt, Sihpol or a member of his team filled out an order

280812.2 -7

CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT




~N O

o

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
)
23
24
25
26
27
28

ticket, time stamped it, and sth it té one side until that evening. Sometime after 4 p.m. New York
time, Canary telephoned Sihpol or a member of his team to either confirm or cancel the
“proposed” order. If confirmed, the order (wfth its pre-close time stamp) was sent by fax to BAS’
mutual funds clearing department for processing, and received that day’s NAV. If the order was
cancelled, Sihpol or a member of his team would destroy the ticket.

24.  This procedure violated not only the SEC’s “forward pricing rule” and the BAS’
compliance manual, but was contrary to the NF prospectus. For example, the Nations Funds

Primary A Shares prospectus dated August 1, 2001 states that orders received

before the end of a business day (usually 4:00 p.m. Eastern time,
unless the NYSE closes early) will receive that day’s net asset value
per share. Orders received after the end of a business day will
receive the next business day’s net asset value per share.

25.  The manual trading system was cumbersome. BAS technicians installed
Automatic Data Processing (“ADP”), also called the “direct link,” in Canary’s offices in June of
2001. The link became the preferred route for Canary’s late tréding, although the manual
procedure was still followed occasionally for certain orders and when Canary experienced
technical problems. The direct link enabled Canary to trade late not just in the Funds Family
where it had negotiated capacity, but in other mutual funds with which BAS had clearing
agreements. When there was a significant market event after 4:00 p-m. EST but before thé ADP
or direct link trading window closed at 6:30 p.m., the NAVs of many of thése mutual funds,
including those in the Funds Family would be stale and potentially ripe for arbitrage trading by
Canary.

26.  Sihpol and his team collected a so-called “Wrap fee” of one percent of the Canary
assets in the Funds Family and one half of one percent of the assets in other funds traded through

the direct link platform.! Throughout 2001, 2002 and up until July 2003, Canary placed late

“orders for hundreds of mutual fund trades through ADP. Each evening, summaries of Canary’s

' The term “wrap fee” as used at BAS generally refers to the fee it charges for investment advice on accounts it
manages. BAS provided no investment advice to Canary; the “wrap fee” was compensation for timing capacity and
late trading.
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late trades were faxed to Sihpol’s team, which used them to reconcile trading reports and then

discarded them.

3. Financing Canary’s Late Trading and Timing

27. Sihpol wént to BAC’s private banking area to obtain additional financing for
Canary’s trading strategies. The executives who approved this financing knew that the money
would be used to time the Funds Family. BAC initially agreed to a $75 million line of credit, and
later increased it to $100 and then to $200 million. The collateral for these loans was Canary’s
mutual fund positions, so BAC’s credit area tracked Canary’s trading closely to make sure BAC
was fully secured. Canary paid BAC a generous interest rate of LIBOR plus 1.25% for this loan.

4. Derivatives

28.  .Sihpol also sought and bbtained approval from the BAS equity derivatives area to
engage in the complex “equity basket” transactions that enabled Canary to effectively séll mufual
funds short and profit from falling markets. Sihpol facilitated the establishment of these
“éynthetic” short positions by obtaining from Gordon’s group the precise composition of
securities in the Funds Family that Canary was interested in shorting. This information was then
transferred to the BAS’ derivati@s desk, which would then sell the stocks that the Funds Family
managers were buying in order to create a hedge. Sihpol helped Canary update these positions on
a regular basis so that the positions tracked the changing portfolios of the Funds Family. Canary
paid BAS’derivatives group commissions for the stock sales plus a generous financing spread.

29..  Armed with information about a mutual fund’s portfolid, the favored investors
such as Canary could placé an order to buy into the mutual fund durihg the regular market hours
and enter into corresponding short positions in the underlying stocks, thereby going into the close
of the market fully hedged. After the market cloéed, if the news was bearish, Canary could
effectively cancel the buy order for the mutual fund through late trading (either by simply asking
BAS to discard the earlier buy order for the mutual fund, or, by placing an offsetting sell order
through the late trad.ing facility), leaving the now profitable short pbsition open. Hedge funds
such as Canary have been known to trade the short side of the stock market aggressively during

the time framie in reference, when the stock market was in a broad bear trend. Late trading and
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timing provided huge opportunities for Canary and hedge funds to make a profit. Essentially,

~ through the use of late trading, timing, and derivatives, Canary’s losses could be limited in any

given trade, but if it were on the right side of the market, Canary stood to profit tremendously.
The late trading facility provided Canary a cover to protect itself from losses in derivative short
sales. For example, if on any particular day Canary took a short position in the stocks held by a
mutual fund in the Funds Family, and the market rallied after the close based on bullish news,
Canary could cover the short position by buying into the fund at the closing NAV price of the day
through the late trading facility, thereby protecting its losses in the short position. With the use of
derivatives through BAS, Canary and other hedge funds could also le\}erage their positions,
thereby multiplying profits.

30.  Inshort, the combination of timing, late trading, and derivatives trading privileges
given to favored investors such as Canary put them in a win-win situation to capitalize on short-
term Amarket swings in either direction. Plaintiff is informed and believes that Canary made

millions of dollars in profits in this manner.

| 5. The Canary Relationship Expands

31.  Canary’s timing activity in the Funds Family proceeded during 2001. In early
2002, however, Gordon raised an issue with Sihpol about an agreement the two had reached in
December, 2001 to provide Canary with more timing capacity. This agreement wés reflected in .

an e-mail sent to Bryceland, Sihpol’s branch manager, in which Sihpol wrote:

Canary is currently OK to trade 1% (or approx. $5MM) of the
Nation’s International fund. When Rob [Gordon] and I spoke in
December we agreed an increase to 2% would be acceptable
provided it was accompanied by an amount of “sticky” assets to be
determined later. ‘

When the time had come for Gordon to make good on this agreement, Sihpol sent an e-mail dated

January 2, 2002:

Rob-

" Happy New Year. We wanted to let you know Canary’s line of
credit with the bank has been increased to $100MM (from $75) and
they are anticipating putting it to work with us over the next couple
of weeks. Do you have any feel on when we could expand their
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space in {the International Fund] as we discussed last month? This
is a top priority for them and have [sic] offered “sticky” assets in
return for additional trading space.
Thanks again for the help.
Ted
32.  Gordon disagreed. The agreement, dccording to Gordon, was only that he would

consider approving an increase in Canary’s timing capacity which was, in any event, contingent

‘upon the fund sub-advisor’s consent to the timing activity. Gordon then enlisted the assistance of

a senior executive at BAC, with whom he had already discussed the issue. In an e-mail

forwarding Sihpol’s January 2nd e-mail, Gordon wrote:

... you and I talked briefly about this on the bus in Phoenix — is
this something that you want me to continue to make exceptions for
(we don’t as a general rule except market timers)? The
corresponding balances they give us in the funds are nice but [
wouldn’t do it for that.

Rob

33.  This message was forwarded to another Bank of America executive with the note
that the Canary relationship “is controversial within [BACM],” and requesting that she speak with
Gordon and advise on a game plan. According to an e-mail from Bryceland, Sihpol’s supervisor,
the private bank’s concern “was making sure we do additional business if we are giving them
100mm of our balance sheet?” Bryceland then scheduled a lunch meeting for the following day
to discuss the Canary relationship and related issues with Gordon.

34.  The next day, January 4, 2002, Sihpol sent an e-mail, at Bryceland’s request,

quantifying the past and future Canary relationéhip. In relevant part, Sihpol wrote:

The commission generated as of 12/31/01 has totaled over
$655,000 (not including any revenue generated from the LIBOR +
125 [basis points] $100MM line of credit from the bank- of which
$70 MM is currently drawn). This means the revenues for AMG
would total over $2,250,000 on an annualized basis. This number -
assumes zero growth over the next year and does not include the
one time fees (initial mutual funds charges, loan closings, etc.) the
account experienced this year. We are meeting with Eddie Stem on
Monday to discuss dramatically expanding their derivative business
and the addition of new capital to their trading accounts.

(3

Bryceland then forwarded Sihpol’s “quantification” of the Canary relationship to other senior
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members in the Bank of America hierarchy. Recipients included Richard DeMartini, the head of
all of Bank of'America’s asset management businesses. Included with Sihpol’s e-mail was

Bryceland’s praise for the individuals involved:

Accolades go to:

* Rob Gordon & [BACM] for giving access to [BACM] funds for
market timing activities (initial business we booked and not
normally accepted by [BACM])

* [Private Bank executives] - Line of credit for 75 mm, now
100mm to provide leverage for derivative and market timing
transactions in an expedited and extremely professional way

* Ted Sihpol .... - for...appropriately drawing on the firms {sic]
resources to establish [the Canary relationship].

It is always nice to enter a new year with a success like this.
Thanks to all team members who have contributed to this profitable

relationship and for thinking across divisional lines to make money
for the firm.

35.  After these e-mail briefings of the upper ranks of Bank of America'management,
Sihpol met with Canary as he indicated he would in the “quantification” e-mail. Apparently the

controversy within BACM continued, however, as Gordon had not yet approved Canary’s request

for additional timing capacity. Sihpol e-mailed the results of his Canary meeting to Gordon as

follows:

1. They are adding an additional $50MM to their trading
accounts to be run at 50 [basis points]. This is part of $90MM
worth of negotiated space they have been promised by another firm
and wish to trade the space here. This will be followed by the
additional 40MM as they use the $100MM line of credit.

2. They agreed to try and increase their communication with
us/the funds when increasing or decreasing the size of their trade in
our (Nations) funds.

3. They would like to see a term sheet on the principal

~protected note managed by Marsico as soon as one becomes
available - and understand the value of participating in proprietary
offerings.

4. They [sic] fund would like to increase their business w/ [the
derivatives area] - esp. the ability to trade the same contracts more
frequently (weekly). The execution of our [derivatives] desk is the
best they have on the street.

5. Lastly, they would like to ask if we could grant them space
(1-2%) in 3 additional Nations Funds. .
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While I know we continue to ask for space, the client continues to
bring us new, outside, assets and continues to pay us generously on
in-house, outside and derivative accounts. Thanks again for the
‘help and anything you could do would be great....

Gordon forwarded Sihpol’s status e-mail to DeMartini with the following message:

Rich — Once we’ve gotten the Marsico Principal Protected Fund
off the ground, we intend to ask Mr. Stern for a commitment of $20
million in return for the market timing commitments.

Rob

BACM, however, was unable to launch the Marsico Principal Protected Fund into which the
sticky money was to be deposited. Gordon nonetheless approved additional timing capacity, and
Canary continued timing various mutual funds in the Funds Family throughout 2002 and into

2003.

6. Disclosures in the Nations Funds’ Prospectuses

36.  Atno time did the NF disclose to shareholders (1) the agreements with Canaxy, 2)

‘Canary’s extensive market timing activities pursuant to these agreements, (3) the “sticky asset”

deals, (4) the fact that Canary had access to a BAS trading platform that enabled Canary to trade
late, or (5) the other financial services the Bank of America had provided Canary (and the
revenues the Bank of America derived therefrom) in connection with Canary receiving timing
capacity in the Funds Family.

37.  The 2001 NF prospectus contains no meaningful disclosures relating to market
timing. In 2002, however, when Canary’s timing activity was in full swing, NF added language
to the prospectus disclosing the harmful effect of market timing and reassuring shareholders that
NF would protect them. For example,‘ the August 1, 2002 NF prospéctus for Primary A shares

discloses the following: .

The interests of a Fund’s long-term shareholders and its ability to
manage investments may be adversely affected when its shares are
repeatedly bought and sold in response to short-term market
fluctuations — also known as “market timing.” The exchange
privilege is not intended as a vehicle for market timing. Excessive
exchange activity may interfere with portfolio management and
have an adverse effect on all shareholders. When BA Advisors
believes frequent trading would have a disruptive effect on a Fund’s
ability to manage its investments, a Fund may reject purchase
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orders and exchanges into a Fund by any person, group or account
that is believed to be a market timer. .

38.  Asone of Bank of America’s “timing police” stated in an internal email discussing'

another timers’ approach to NF in search of timing capacity:

Our stated policy for the Funds, and our representation to the
Board, is that we do not allow market timing activity.

A copy of this email was sent to Gordon on March 18, 2003. Five days later, Gordon approved
further Canary timing in two additional mutual funds in the Funds Family. |

39. On September 3, 2003, New York State Attorney General Eliot Spitzer filed a
complaint against Canary charging fréud, amongst other violations of law, in connection with the
unlaw ful practices alleged herein and exposing the freudulent and manipulative practices with the
particularity that had resulted from a confidential full-scale investigation. Canary agreed to pay

$40 million to settle the claxms the same day the complaint was filed.

CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS

40.  Plaintiff brings this action as a class action pursuant to N.C.R.Civ.P. 23 on his own
behalf and on behalf of all persons who owned shares of mutual funds in the Funds Family at any
time during the period March 1, 2000 to the present. Excluded from the Class are Defendants, the
officers and directors of Defendants vand members of .their immediate families and entities in
which they have a controlling interest, as well as those investors who were permitted by any of
Defendants to engage in late trading in, or timing of, any of the mutual funds in thé Funds Family.

| 41. The members of the Class are so numerous and are widely dispersed throughout
the nation such that joinder of them all is impracticable.
42, Plaintiff’s claims are typical of the claims of the Class. Plaintiff and all members
of the Class sustained damages as a result of Defendants’ wrongful conduct complained of herein.
43.  Plaintiff will fairly and adequately protect the interests of the members of the

Class. Plaintiff has retained competent counsel experienced in class action securities litigation.

‘Plaintiff has no interests that are adverse or antagonistic to those of the Class.
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44.  There are common questions of law and fact arising in this action with respect to
the Class, including, inter alia:

(a) Whether Defendants allowed favored investors such as hedge funds and
others to engage in timing.

(b) Whether Defendants allowed favored investors such a§ hedge funds and
others to engage in late trading.

(©) Whether Defendants conspired with each other to allow favored investors
such as hedge funds and others to engage in timing and late trading activities.

(d) Whether BAS and BAC aided and abetted NF’é, BAA’s, and BACM’s
breach of fiduciary duty owed to the Class and also aided and abetted BAA and BACMs tortious
interference with the Plaintiff’s contract with NF. .

(e) Whether NF, BAA, and BACM breached their fiduciary duties owed to
Plaintiff and the Class.

(f) | Whether BAS and BAC conspired with Defendants to breach the fiduciary
duties owed by NF, BAA, and BACM to the Class.

(g) Whether BAA and BACM tdrtiously interfered with Plaintiff’s contract
with NF.

(h) Whether BAS and BAC conspired with Defendants to allow BAA’s and
BACM'’s tortious interference with Plaintiff’s contract with NF. |

(1) ~ Whether the Class members were damaged and the appropriate measure of
damages. |

() Whether Defendarits acted in a willful or wanton manner justifying an
award of punitive damages.

45.  These questions of fact and law that are common to the Class predominate over
any questions solely affecting individual members.
| 46.._ A class action is superior to all other available methods for the fair and efficient
adjudication of this controversy. Plaintiff knows of no difﬁculty to be encountered in the

management of this action that would preclude its maintenance as a class action.
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FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
(BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY)
(Against all Defendants except BAC and BAS)

47.  Plaintiff incorporates by reference herein the allegations in paragraphs 1 through

1 46 above.

48.  NF owed a fiduciary duty to Plaintiff and other investors in the Fund to use
reasonable care and skill in operating the Funds Family. NF owed a duty of loyalfy and candor to
Plaintiff. As a part of its fiduciary duty to Plaintiff and the Class, NF also owed a duty to ensure
its representations regarding policing of timers were true and actions were taken to ensure those
representations remained true. NF also owed investors a duty not to permit late trading. NF
breached its ﬁduciary duty in allowing Canary and others to conduct late and timed trading.

49.  BAA owed a fiduciary duty to Plaintiff and other investors in the Funds Family to
use reasonable care and skill in inanaging the Funds Family. BAA breached its fiduciary duty in
allowing Canary and others to conduct late and timed trading and placihg ité own financial
interests above those of the Fund investors.

50. BACM owed a fiduciary duty to Plaintiff and other investors in the Funds Family‘
to use reasonable care and skill in managing the Funds Family. BACM breached its fiduciary
duty in allowing Canary and others to cbnduct late and timed trading and placing its own
financial interests above those of investors in the Funds F amily.

51.  The Plaintiff and other similarly situated investors suffered injury and damage
because late traders and timers harmed the Funds Family in a number of ways, including the
following: increased transaction costs; realization of tax consequences at an undesirable time;
redemption demands which may have resulted in BAA and/or BACM having to sell stock in a
falling market; requiring BAA and/or BACM to keep excessive cash on hand to pziy out timers’
redemptions; lower NAV; and management fees. Their damages are in excess of $10,000.

52.  Asaresult of Defendants’ conduct, Plaintiff and the class suffered damages as

described in paragraph 51, supra.

280812.2 .16 -

CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT




(98]

O e o O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION
(CONSPIRACY TO BREACH FIDUCIARY DUTY)
(Against All Defendants)

53.  Plaintiff incorporates by reference herein the allegations in paragraphs 1 through
52 above. | A

'54.  All defendants agreed with each other to breach the fiduciary duty owed by NF,
BAA, and BACM to Plaintiff and other class members by allowing the late trading and timing Qf
the mutual funds in the Funds Family to occur and by not édequately monitoring these activities
or putting a stop to these activities. Defendants engaged in numerous overt acts in éupport of this

conspiracy, as outlined above. In addition, BAC loaned Canary funds to engage in late trading

"and timing.

55. Asadirect and proximate result of defendants’ conduct, Plaintiff and similarly

situated investors suffered the injuries and damages described in paragraph 51, supra.

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION
(AIDING AND ABETTING BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY)
(Against BAC and BAS)

56.  Plamntiff incorporates by reference herein the allegations in paragraphs 1 through
55 above.

57. BAC, the parent corporation, and BAS aided and abetted the breaches of fiduciary
duty by NF, BAA, and BACM by allowing the late trading and timing of the Fund to occur and
by not adequately monitoring these activities or putting a stop to these activities. This assistance
was a substantial factor in causing the breach of fiduciary duties owed by NF, BAA, and BACM
to Plaintiff and the Class. |

58. BAC and BAS knew or should have known that the conduct of NF, BAA and
BAC constitutes a breach of fiduciary duties they owed to Plaintiff and the Class.

59.  As adirect and proximate result of defendants’ conduct, Plamtlff and 31m11ar1y

situated investors suffered the injuries and damages described in paragraph 51, supra.
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FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION
(BREACH OF CONTRACT)
(Against NF)

60.  Plaintiff incorporates by reference herein the allegations in paragraphs 1 through
59 above.

61.  NF had a contract with Plaintiff and all investors.

62. A contract, express or implied, existed between Plaintiff and the class on the one
hand and NF on the other in the form of, among other things, the Prospectus.

63.  NF covenanted to protect the Plaintiff and class members from the negative effects
of market timing and late trading.

64.  As set forth above, NF breached these covenants when it permitted Canary and
others to engage in market timing and late trading at the expense of the Plaintiff and the Class.

65.  NF’s breach caused Plaintiff and the Class to suffer damages.

66. As a result of all of NF’s conduct, Plaintiff and similarly situated investors

suffered the injuries and damages described in paragraph 51, supra.

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION _
(TORTIOUS INTERFERENCE WITH CONTRACT)
(Against BAA and BACM)

67.  Plaintiff incorporates by reference herein the allegations in paragraphs 1 through
66 above. |

68.  NF had a contract with Plaintiff and each of its investors in the Funds F amily.

69.  The contract promxsed the investors that NF would not allow timers.

70.  The two investment advisers BAA and BACM were aware of the contract and the
promises therein.

71. By allowing timed trading by Canary and others, the advisers BAA and BACM
intentionally interfered with the Fund’s performance of the contract.

72.  This interference §vith the contract was improper.

73.  The Defendants’ interference caused injuries and damages to Plaintiff and other

similarly situated investors, as described in paragraph 51, supra.
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74.  Asaresult of all of BAA’ and BACM’s cdnduct, Plaintiff and similarly situated

investors suffered the injuries and damages described in paragraph 51, supra.

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION
(CONSPIRACY TO TORTIOUSLY INTERFERE WITH CONTRACT)
(Against all Defendants)

75.  Plaintiff incorporates by reference herein the allegations in paragfaphs 1 through
74 above. '

76. Defendahts agreed with each other to tortiously interfere with the contract between
BAA, as well as BACM, with NF by facilitating the timing and late trading of the Funds Family |
and by not adequately monitoring these activities or putting a stop to these activities. Defendants
engaged in numerous overt acts to support the conspiracy, as outlined above.

77.  Asadirect and pfoximate result of Defendants’ conduct, Plaintiff and similarly

situated investors suffered the injunies and damages described in paragraph 51, supra.

. SEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION
(AIDING AND ABETTING TORTIOUS INTERFERENCE WITH CONTRACT)
(Against BAC and BAS)

78. APlairitiff incorporates by reference herein the allegations in paragraphs 1 through
77 above. - |

79.  BAS and BAC, as the parent corporation, aided and abetted the tortious
interfereﬁce with contract by BAA and BACM by facilitating the timing and late trading of th‘e
Funds Family to occur and by not adequately monitoring these activities or putting z; stop to these

activities. BAS and BAC’s encouragefncnt and assistance was a substantial factor in causing

'BAA and BACM to interfere with the contract between Plaintiff and NF.

80. BAS and BAC knew or should have known that their conduct assisted a breach of
contract between Plainfiff and NF.
81.  Asadirect and proximate result of Defendants’ conduct, Plaintiff and similarly

situated investors suffered the injuries and damages described in paragraph 51, supra.
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EIGHTH CAUSE OF ACTION
~ (UNJUST ENRICHMENT)
(Against all Defendants)

82. - Plaintiff incorporates by reference herein the allegations in paragraphs 1 through
81 above.

83.  Plaintiff and the Class conferred a benefit on the Defendants.

84.  Defendants appreciated the benefit.

85.  The benefit was accepted by Defendants under such circumstances that it would be
inequitable for it to be retéined without payment.

86.  As aresult of all of the Defendants’ conduct, Plaintiff and similarly situated
investors suffered the injuries and damages described in paragraph 51, supra.

JURY DEMAND

Plaintiff hereby demands a trial by jury on all claims so triable.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against the defendants as follows:

(1)  Declaring this action to be a class action and certifying Plaintiff as the class
representative and plaintiff’s counsel aé class counsel;

(2)  Enjoining preliminary and permanently, the transactions complained of herein;

(3)  Directing that Defendants account to Plaintiff and the other members of the Class
for all damages caused them and account for all profits and any special beneﬁts obtained as a
result of their unlawful conduct; i.

4) Making restitution to Plaintiff and the other members of the Class of all
management fees paid by NF to BAA and BACM and any other losses suffered by Plaintiff and
otﬁer members of the Class; |

(5)  Awarding Plaintiff the costs and disbursements of this action, including a
reasonable allowance for the fees and expenses of Plaintiff’s attorneys and experts;

(6)  Punitive damages, as appropriate;

(7).  Imposition of a constructive trust upon the funds ‘wrongly received; and,

(8)  Granting Plaintiff and the other members of the Class such othér and further relief
as may be just and proper. | |
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This, the /Z _day of 2003.

Respectfully submitted,

FERGUSON, STEIN, CHAMBERS, ADKINS,
GRESHAM & SUMTER, P.A.

Oy, as

John W. Gresham

John W, Gresham, NC Bar No. 6647

FERGUSON, STEIN, CHAMBERS, ADKINS,
GRESHAM & SUMTER, P.A.

741 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 300

Charlotte, NC 28204-2828

Mailing Address:

Post Office Box 36486, North Carolina, 28236- 6486

Telephone: (704) 375- 8461

Facsimile: (704) 334-5654

Richard M. Heimann

Robert J. Nelson

Joy A. Kruse

Bruce W. Leppla

LIEFF, CABRASER, HEIMANN & BERNSTEIN, LLP
‘Embarcadero Center West

275 Battery Street, 30th Floor .

San Francisco, CA 94111-3339

Telephone: (415) 956-1000

Facsimile: (415) 956-1008

. Attorneys for Plaintiff

JAMES MCLAIN, on behalf of himself and others
similarly situated
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