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The enclosed information is being furnished to the Securities and Exchange FINANCIAL
Commission (the “SEC”) on behalf of Unaxis Holding, Inc. (the “Company”) pursuant
to the exemption from the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (the “Act”) afforded by
Rule 12g3-2(b) thereunder.
This information is being furnished under paragraph (1) of Rule 12g3-2(b) with the
understanding that such information and documents will not be deemed to be “filed”
with the SEC or otherwise subject to the liabilities of Section 18 of the Act and that
neither this ietter nor the furnishing of such information and documents shall
constitute an admission for any purpose that the Company is subject to the Act.

Sincerely,
for and on behalf of
Unaxis Holding, Inc.
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Nicolas Weidmann
Corporate Communications
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Media release

Preliminary injunction against commercial-register entry of ESEC’s merger

with Unaxis

Pféffikon, October 17, 2003 — The presiding judge of the Zug Cantonal Court has
temporarily prolonged the ban secured by Classic Fund Management AG, Vaduz
(CFM), against entry of the merger of ESEC Holding SA with Unaxis Holding SA into
the commercial register. By means of a preliminary injunction, the commercial registrars
of the cantons of Zug and Schwyz have been instructed not to record the merger until
further notice. As already announced at the October 7, 2003, extraordinary general
meeting of ESEC shareholders, completion of the merger will be delayed.

The Cantonal Court judge ordered that the status quo be maintained until both parties

have been fully heard. Classic Fund Management AG was given a period of 20 days to
state its position on ESEC’s response to the petition. Furthermore, Classic Fund Man-

agement AG must furnish security to cover court costs and potential damages.

The injunction pronounced today has no prejudicing effect whatsoever on the ultimate
outcome of the related proceedings. A final ruling by the Cantonal Court of Zug with
regard to the precautionary prohibition of entry of the merger into the commercial reg-

ister is to be expected in approximately two months’ time.

This media release is based on information currently available to management.
The forward-looking statements contained herein could be substantially im-
pacted by risks and influences that are not foreseeable at present, so that actual
results may vary materially from those anticipated, expected or projected.

Unaxis Management Inc. Telephone  +41 58 360 96 96
Churerstrasse 120 Fax +41 58 360 91 96
P.O. Box WWW.unaxis.com
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For further information, please contact:

Unaxis Management AG Unaxis Management AG

Media Relations Investor Relations

Nicolas Weidmann Dr. Philipp Gamper

Tel. +41 58 360 96 96 Tel. +41 58 360 96 22

Fax +41 58 360 91 93 Fax +41 58 360 91 93 _
E-mail: media.relations@unaxis.com E-mail; investor.relations@unaxis.com

Unaxis - a globally leading high-tech company

Unaxis (SWX: UNAX) is a globally leading provider of production systems, components
and services for select growth segments of the information technology market as well
as for sophisticated industrial applications. Unaxis’ commercial activities are conducted
via its three business segments: Information Technology (production systems for semi-
conductors, flat-panel displays and data storage devices, as well as optical compo-
nents); Surface Technology (protective coatings for precision tools and components);
and Components and Special Systems (vacuum technology and aerospace technol-
ogy). Unaxis currently employs approximately 6,500 individuals and, in its 2002 finan-
cial year, achieved sales of CHF 1.426 billion on a comparable basis. The company,
headquartered in Pfaffikon, Switzerland, has a globe-spanning infrastructure that en-
compasses centers of competency for research, development and production in

Europe, Asia and the USA, as well as 90 subsidiaries in 25 countries.




Ihre Bestellung wird nun in unsere Auttragsverarbeiiung uoernommen.

Fur Fragen in Bezug auf diese Bestellung steht hnen das Team im Call Center
unter Telefon 0848 80 29 50 oder E-Mail "mailto:callcenter@waserbuero.ch” gerne zur
Verfigung.

Mit freundlichen Grissen

Waser Biiro, Call Center



