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Press Release

August 2, 2002

E.ON to use all legal channels in Ministerial
Approval case

E.ON AG (Disseldorf) notes with regret the decision taken today by
the Diisseldorf OLG Court. This decision stops the company’s
acquisition of the majority stake in Essen based Ruhrgas AG for the
time being.

E.ON maintains that the reasons given by the court do not justify this
decision and that the Federal Economics Ministry did, in fact, carry
out the procedure in the correct manner.

The ministerial approval is and continues to be necessary to maintain
the ability of Ruhrgas to compete internationally and for securing gas
supplics in Germany. The decision of the court is based purcly on
technicalides. It prevents restucturing, which is in the long term interests
of the energy, chemical and coal industries in the economically
important state of North Rhine Westphalia. E.ON will now pursue all
the legal channels available to support its position.
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