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News Release | Fording

Fording Inc.  Suite 1000, 205 Ninth Avenue S.E.

Calgery, Alberts T2G OR4

NYCO MINERALS, INC. REPORTS FINDING LOW LEVEL OF ASBESTIFORM MINERAL IN ONE
WOLLASTONITE ORE SOURCE AT NEW YORK OPERATION

Calgary, August 6 — Fording Inc. (TSE/NYSE: FDG), has determined that some product produced from
one of the several ore sources supplying the Willsboro, New York operations of its wholly-owned
subsidiary, NYCO Minerals Inc. (“NYCQ"), may contain small quantities of an asbestiform mineral
(tremolite) at a level which requires that its presence be disclosed in a Material Safety Data Sheet
pursuant to the Canadian Federal Hazardous Products Act. NYCO is in the process of contacting all of its
Canadian customers who may have received such product to advise them of this situation and to provide
them with an updated Material Safety Data Sheet. Testing is ongoing to determine the duration and
extent of this notification requirement.

The localized contaminated ore source at Willsboro has been identified and segregated from ongoing
mining operations. In addition, NYCO believes it has determined the observable characteristics of the ore
containing asbestiform mineral and has instituted an ongoing monitoring program to detect any similar ore
in the future.

NYCO does not presently believe there are any applicable labelling requirements in the United States and
is investigating labelling requirements in other jurisdictions.

Tests on products produced at NYCO’s affiliate in Mexico, Minera NYCO S.A. de C.V., indicate no
detectable levels of asbestiform mineral.

NYCO has significant wollastonite resources and the determination that a localized source of ore may
contain small amounts of an asbestiform mineral will not result in reduced production or any inability to
continue to serve customers. NYCO does not presently believe that this situation has resulted in any
employee health and safety issues at Willsboro. Airborne testing during the period when contaminated
ore was being processed determined that levels were well within applicable regulatory standards.
Airborne testing is ongoing.

NYCO takes its commitment to its employees, customers and the environment very seriously and is
investigating this matter thoroughly. Once testing has been completed, NYCO will be in a position to
evaluate whether any additional action is required and further information will be provided at that time.

NYCO'’s Willsboro operations produce a full range of high aspect ratio and powder-grade products which
are used in a variety of industrial and consumer applications. Fording is the world’s largest producer of
the industrial mineral wollastonite.

For further information contact:

John Somers Jim Popowich

Vice President, NYCO Sales Executive Vice President, Fording Inc.
(403) 260-8108 (403) 260-9869




