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Press release

25 June 2002

KCRC wins bid for Sha Tin to Central Link

The Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation (KCRC) today
welcomed the Government’s announcement that it had won the bid to build and
operate the Sha Tin to Central Link (SCL).

The Corporation submitted its proposal for the project in July 2001 in
competition with the MTR Corporation Limited.

Welcoming the decision, the Chairman of the KCRC, Mr Michael
Tien, said, “This is great news for the Corporation and, more importantly, for
-commuters who will be able to travel between Hong Kong Island and the New
Territories on one railway network.” :

The 17.1 km new line will run from Tai Wai to Central West and will
have 10 stations.

It will be combined with Ma On Shan Rail, allowing passengers from
Ma On Shan to travel to and from Central without interchange. Passengers
currently travelling on East Rail will be able to interchange with the new line
either at Tai Wai or Hung Hom.

“This will mean considerable savings for the commuting public in
the New Territories, both in terms of time and money,” said Mr Tien.

KCRC will operate the SCL as a part of the existing East Rail
network, with the same management team; “Resources such as maintenance and

control facilities will be shared resulting in cost savings,” said Mr K Y Yeung,
Chief Executive Officer of the KCRC.

KCRC’s proposal includes a major reconfiguration of Hung Hom
Station to allow for significant increase in traffic volume. The new configuration .
will allow the future West Rail and Kowloon Southern Link (KSL) passengers to
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