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THOMSON
(Indicate by check mark whether the registrant fles or will file annudt B¥povSUdder cover
of Ferm 20-F or Formn 40-F).

Form 20-F X Form 40-F ___

(Indicate by check mark whether the registrant by furnishing the information contained in
this Form is also thereby furnishing the informatien to the Commissicn pursuant to Rule 12g3-
2(b) under the Securitics Exchange Act of 1934},

_ No X

(If *Yes” is marked, indicate below the file number assigned to the registrant in
connection with Rule 12g3-2(b): 82- ).

Enclosure:
1. Notification of Major Interest in Shares dated May 13, 2002 announcing the purchase

of securities by a substantial sharehelder,

2. Press release dated May 14, 2002 announeing the Company's joint research
collaboration with Roche for treatment of depression and anxiety.

‘3. Notification of Major Interest in Shares dated May 14, 2002 announcing the purchase
of securities by a substantial shareholder.




SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant,
Vernalis Group ple, has duly caused this report to be signad on its behalf by the undersigned,
thereunto duly authorized.

Date: May 14, 2002 rnalis Group ple
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' SCHEDULEAD
NOTIFICATION OF MAJOR INTERESTS IN SHARES

AVSNO | €4 L8R

All relevant boxes should be completed in biock'capitai letters.

1. Name of company . . 2 Name of shareheider haviné; 4 major interest
Veenmrias GRouf ~Pn_c: Aravescas A C
3. Fiease state whether notification Indicates that itls |4. Name of the registered holder(s) and, i more than one
in reapect of helding of the shareholder named in 2 holder, the number of shargs held by each of them
above or in respect of 2 nen-beneficial Intarest or in -
the case of an individual hokier if 1:: aholding of | TFRE NCMINEES LTD- - 246,551
- . that person’s spouse of children under the age of - Y
{‘ 18 HS&.C‘. Ncwmet—_-s L.‘rﬁ X5 1A
\ N e=rd =50 ‘4-'36
o - &
fs ARovE | L NeMINEES ’
. v VIDACOS NOMINESS UTD - ¢,561, 412
5. Number of 8. Percentage olissued 7, Numberof 8. Percentage vct issued olags
sharesfamaunt of class sharesramount of stock | '
stack goquirad ' . disposed /
LS
. Aocb,ooo O-A3%% | / | |
18. Class of secumy ' - 10. Date of transacton - |11, Dats company informed -
i :
CeDInARY 1O Stw;zs A ad, Seca, | 19T MAY Qood
12. Tewl holding foliowing this nofification 18. Total percentage holmng of issued class following this
(,_. retfication .
- y . .
5 404, 000 2 6%
14 Any additeral mfon‘natxcn 15. Name of contact and telephone number for queries
ABaVE HoLTDIGT INCLLDE S No‘ﬁq,qsn.é: : .
oDy INvesce . QO
ISTERAMATION AL-copE FuD Hbtd QlCt—iﬂP_‘D BINBIC
2,335,000 (R-29%) arSeweD | |
00 C GUY-9F. B33
IN AAME OF VI DACCS NOWINEES LTD

16. Name and signaturs of autharised company official

rasponslbre ferf, mak:ng.ms/ Qﬁmn .
/(? J/ ’ Pieragd Leginesict
, T Cornaine SECRETARY .
- |Data of motification l%"“‘ kAN 2o A

Company Announcements Office, Old Broad Street, Lendon EC2N 1HP
Facsimile: 020 7588 6057, (20 7334 8964/8965/8966 (PLEASE DO NOT POST)
Enquiries: Company Menitoting and Enquiries; UK Listing Authority
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Vernalis

Press Release

14 May 2002

Roche and Vernalis annosunce new coliaboration in depression and anxiety

New joint research coltaboration will develop innovative medicines
to treat two of the most common disorders of the ceniral nervous sysiem

Roche and Vernalis (LSE: VER) today announced a major new strategic collaboration to discover and develop new
drugs for the treatment of depression and anxiety. This programme represents an entirely new approach to the
treaiment of psychiatric disorders aimed at overcoming current limitations in this therapeutic area such as sfow onset
of ackion and side effects that cause patients to discontinue treatment. Depression is one of the most common menta!
health problems and aﬂects around 19 mlthon pecpie annually in the US zlone.

" Under the iemms of lhIS agreement Roche has an option to license worddwice rights to develop and commerciaiise
"pompolinds arising from Vernalie' research and development programmes. The option is exercisable up to the
- completion of Phasa | studies. Roche will pay Vemalis an annual option fee and additional sums on the achievement
of ksy milestones during the cption period. Upon exercisa of the oplicn, the partiss will astablish a jsint research
collabaration, under which Roche will provide research funding fo Vernalis to icentify and bring forward further
proguct candidates for development. Roche will conduct all the further development of the first and any subsequent
praduct candidates and will make a series of payments ta Vemalis on the achievement of agreed pre and post
approval milestones that could total up to US$80 million. Roche will have exclusive rights to commercialise alf
' products arising from this agreement in the fields of depression and anxiety, and Vemalis will receive royaltias on
worldwide sales. If Roche does not exercise its option, Vetnalis will retain all rights in the programme.

Roche has also made a loan to Vernalis of £7 million, convertible into Vemalis ordinary shares at a conversion price
of 328p per share. If not converted the loan is repayable after five years.

"We are pleased 1o be collaborating with Vernalis on a programme In this very exciting area that has the potential to
bring a new class of antidepressant to the markel” stated William M. Burns, Globat Head of the Pharmaseutical
Division at Roche. “This collaboration represents another example of Roche's ability to identify and make a strategic

" investment in a bictechnalogy company with excellent science and the potential to deliver new pmducts for currently
unmet medical nesds.”

Commenting on the announcement, Robert Mansfield, Chief Exscutive of Vernalis, said, "This new agreementis a
furthar strong validation of the quality of cur scienca and of the excellent working relationship we have now
developed with Roche through our existing collaboratiens in obesity and diabetes."
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Thie press release contains forward-looking statements, including statements regarding Yemalis' strategy
and prospects. Statements that are not historical facts are based on Vemalis’ current expectations, beliefs,
estimates and assumptions. Such sialements are not guaraniees of futura performance and involve risks,
uncertainties and other impottant factors that may cause Vernalis’ actual results, performance or
achievements to be materiglly différent froin those anticipated by such forward-ipoking stafements.
Important factors which may affect Vemalis' future operating results inciude the following: Vemnalis may not
receive milestone or royaffy payments when expeciad or at all, Vemnalis' product candidates may not receive
reguiatory or marketing approval or gain market acceptance in key markets when anticipated or at all,
Vemalis may be unable to conduct its clinical itials as quickly as it has predicted, Vernalis' product
candidates may not demonstrate therapeutic efficacy, Vernalis may be unable to obtain sufficient capital
when needed {o develep its product candidates, and other important factors described in the section entitfed

" “Risk Factors” in Vernalis' Registration Statement on Form 20-F filed with the US Securitles and Exchange
Commission. . A

Enguiries:

Vernalis

Robert Mansfield : Chief Executive Officer
Pater Worrall Chief Financlal Officer

HCC DeFacto Group ple
David Dible / Emma Timewell

+44 (0)118 977 3133
+44 (0)118 977 3133

+44 (0) 207 486 3300



Notes to Editors

About Depression
Depression is one of the most common mental healih preblems in the developed world and affests 19 million. US
Gitizens each year, according fo the Surgeon Genaral's Report on Mental Hesith in 1999, Depression is twice as
likely in women compared to men, and is a significant cause of premature death and disability. Around 15% of
patients who have experienced a major depressive iliness cammit sulcide and there is a fourfold increase in the risk
of heart disease in the presence of dapression. It has been estimated that the direct and indirect costs of deoresswn
amount 1o $44 billion annually in the US.

Roche

Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Roche is one of the world's lzading research-oriented healthcare groups in the
fields of phammaceuticals, diagnostics and vitamins. Roche's innovalive products and servicas address prevention,
diagnosis and treatmantt of diseases, thus enhancing people's well being and quality of life. Rochz has a long
histary in the research and developmem of medicines to treat gisorders of the central nenous system. This
therapeutic field is one of the seven key research areas at Roche and new products will add to a well established and
broad ranga of products for the treatment of deprassion and anxiety.

Vernalis

Vernalie is an integrated hlopharmaceuuca.l company that discovers, develops and commercialises drugs to treat
central nervous system diseases, sbesity and diabetes. The Company is internationally recognised for its expertige in
the-field-of serotonin, a key-neurstransmitterinvolved in neurclogical; psychiatric-and-eafing-gisorders. In-2002
Vernalis will see the launch of its mest advanced product, Trovatriptan Tor the acuts fréatment 6f migraine, I The key
US and European markets.

In addition 10 depression, the Vemalis portfalio includes product candidates targeting obesity, sexual dysfunction,

diabetes, Parkinson's disease and neuropathic pain. Vernalls shares trade on the London Stock Exchange (VER)
and the website is located at www.vemalis.com.
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SCHEDULE 10
NOTIFICATION OF MAJOR INTERESTS IN SHARES

All relevar boxes should be completed in Block capital lefters.

1; Mame of company
VERNAUS GeooP PLe

2. Nams of shareholtier having a majer interast
AMUVESCREP PLC

Please state whether notification indicaies that it is
i respect of holding of the shareholder named in 2
above or in raspect of a non-heneficial interest orin
the case of an individual holder i it is 2 holding of
thet person's spouse or children under tha age of
18
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Name of the ragistersd holder{s} and, if mors than one
holder, the number of shares held by each of them
CHASE NOMINEEE LTD- BL3000
Hsec NOMINEEDS L.T‘D 431,000

NeeHETRUST

4.
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: VICACES NoMRERS LTD — 5, 1UOSC0
8. Numberof €. Perentage of issued {7. Number of . 8. Pemcanizge of issued class
" gharegz/amolit &f glass - sharewamourt of stock | .
stock acquired dHsposad
1936, 600 2] Q;Z_ _ / /
8. Gtass of security 10. Date of vansaction - |11, Dats companyinformed
ORDINALRM 100 SHARES 1o} anlacoa J%]Mm}.g_ooa
. |12 Total halding foliowing this notification T3, Tota percentage holding of issued dass following this
@ . ; notification . i
¢,2%0,000 - Fe Y

14. Any additional information

A BOVEMELT G INQUOTESS NOT P
HoLDIRGe: WVESeD felfe 1
INTERNATIONAL Goee RIND HOLDS
2,535,000 (3-3/% ) HALES
.‘;’.E&!%@éeo u-l NANME OF VIDADS .

15. Name of contact and telepnone number for queries

A\ CoA 2D Po e ik
ORY)-AXF - 33

18, Name anel s:gnamre af autharisad company affisial
responsible ﬂus ofification

Date of notifigation _]g‘ AAM 2003
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Company Announcements Office, Old Broad Street, London EG2N 1HP
Facsimile; 020 7588 5057, 020 7334 8954/8365/8966 (PLEASE DO NOT POST}
Enquiries; Company Monitering and Enguiries; UK Listing Authority



