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Ciments Francais
FILE N° 82.3336

ESSROC CEMENT WILL ACQUIRE 100% OF CAPITOL MATERIALS.

THE ENTERPRISE VALUE ATTRIBUTED TO THE COMPANY AMOUNTS TO
US$ 107 MILLION

~ Paris, 19 March 2002 - The purchase of 100% of Riverton Investment Corporation (which
trades in the USA as Capitol Materials Corporation) by ESSROC will be accomplished by
attributing the company an enterprise value of US$ 107 million.

The agreement provides for ESSROC - a wholly owned subsidiary of Ciments Frangais,
which is the Italcementi Group subholding for international activities - to purchase a cement
plant in Martinsburg, West Virginia, an aggregates quarry in Blair, West Virginia, and lime,
masonry and aggregates properties in Front Royal, Virginia.

With an annual output of approximately 750,000 metric tons, the Riverton cement plant will
raise ESSROC’s production capacity to approximately 7,500,000 metric tons a year.
Riverton Investment Corporation is an important cement manufacturer in Virginia, West
Virginia, Maryland and Washington DC.

The acquisition is subject to regulatory approval by the US federal government authorities.
It will enable the Group’s North American subsidiary to boost significantly its local
production facilities in the Middle Atlantic region and enhance its presence in the area.
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FILE N° 82.3336

ESSROC CEMENT ACQUIRES CAPITOL MATERIALS CORPORATION

Bergamo, 18 March 2002 — ESSROC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Ciments Frangais -
the Italcementi Group subholding for international activities - announced an agreement to
purchase Riverton Investment Corporation, which trades in the USA as Capitol Materials
Corporation.

The acquisition is subject to regulatory approval by the US federal government authorities.
It will enable the Group’s North American subsidiary to boost significantly its local
production facilities in the Middle Atlantic region and enhance its presence in the area.

The agreement provides for ESSROC to purchase a cement plant in Martinsburg, West
Virginia, an aggregates quarry in Blair, West Virginia, and lime, masonry and aggregates
properties in Front Royal, Virginia.

With an annual output of approximately 750,000 metric tons, the Riverton cement plant
will raise ESSROC’s production capacity to approximately 7,500,000 metric tons a year.
Riverton Investment Corporation is an important cement manufacturer in Virginia, West
Virginia, Maryland and Washington DC.

ESSROC is the fifth largest producer of cement in North America and its industrial
facilities consist of 7 cement factories; they are currently based in Pennsylvania, Indiana,
Michigan, Maryland, Ohio, Canada and Puerto Rico.

Last year, Group net sales in North America amounted to 637 million euro (+1.8% vs
2000).

Italcementi Group, the majority shareholder of ESSROC through Ciments Frangais, is
among the world’s largest cement manufacturer; it has more than 17,000 employees in 15
countries. Last year it reported global net sales of 4,063 million euro (+6.6% vs 2000).
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