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For your information | enclose copies of announcements released to the
London Stock Exchange today.
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For Immediate Release - | ‘ | . 30 January 2002

'GKN ple
UK MoD approves development of nevr' Lynx helicopter for British Army

The UK Ministry of Defence today announced the award of a £20 million contract to
- AgustaWestland, a GKN and Finmeccanica joint venture, to develop the latest version
of the Lynx helicopter. :

The contract is for the Assessment Phase for the UK’s Battlefield Li ght Utility -
Helicopter (BLUH). AgustaWestland’s “Future Lynx” has been selected for this
phase of the programme

In its announcement today, the MoD stated : “An MoD study has shown that the

. Future Lynx has the best potential to meet the Army’s requirement to replace its

~ current battlefield Lynx. But further development work is needed before the final
decision is made at the end of next year. ‘ . '

“A full order for replacement aircraft would be worth up to £1 billion for Westland
sustaining around 500 _]ObS at the company’s Yeovil plant

- The “Future Lynx -a development of the Lynx currently in service with the British

Army - incorporates improved airframe, new engines and modern avionics.
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