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Leica Geosystems to develop future position in Global
Positioning Systems market together with NovAtel inc.

Heerbrugg/Calgary, 28 February 2002 - Leica Geosystems (Heerbrugg, Switzerland,
SWX:LGSN) and NavAtel Inc. (Calgary, Canada, NASDAQ:NGPS) have executed a
strategic co-operation agreement. The abjective is the common develapment of
new technologies for global positioning systems (GPS) and its advancement in the
high-accuracy segment. This is particularly relevant for equipment that will be
based on the new upcoming Glohal Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS). in their
areas of business, both companies are perceived as pioneers and market-leaders -
pasitions that will be further expanded individually by the sharing of each other's
knowledge. '

In the mid-eighties Leica Geosystems was one of the first companies to develop and
market GPS surveying systems, and {oday it remains one of the market leaders in this
fast growing segment. NevAtel, founded in 1978, also has the reputation of being one of
the most successful innovators of advanced concepts in GPS technologies. These in-
clude significant contributions to the development of Satellite Based Augmentation Sys-
tems (SBAS) such as WAAS, MSAS and EGNOS. Future advancements in GNSS tech-
nologies will introduce new signal structures to be transmitted by the GPS sateliites (L2C,
L&} and will offer additional benefits for customers. The co-operation agreement allows
both companies to focus their complimentary resources far the development of future
GPS and GNSS products and 1o therefore launch them faster and with lower costs.

NovAtel will begin immediate development of a custom version of existing GPS engines
and other GPS components for Leica Geosystems. "It is an honour to partner with Leica
Geosystems, the recognized leader in an industry they pioneered 80 years ago,” stated
NovAtel President and CEQ Jon Ladd. "Coupling NovAte!'s GNSS know-how with Leica's
broad application expertise and customer focus allows each company to exploit its pri-
mary strength, This partnership builds upon NovAtel's proven ability to pravide state-of-
the-art technologies to large Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM) and government
infrastructure programs.”

Leica Geosystems will further concentrate on developing products and integrated solu-
tions for surveying, monitoring and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) using high ac-
curacy GPS and GNSS. This includes the further development of positioning algorithms
for high accuracy, for real-time kinetic (RTK) data capturing and its conversion of RTK
into real-time applications, for the long-baseline processing, the creation of reference sta-
tion netwarks, and for the data coftection for GIS and machine control applications. Hans




Hess, President and CEC of Leica Geosystems stated, "NovAte! brings a part of technol-
ogy that we can reliably use together with our own concepts, and also has interesting
strategic alliances in other GPS application areas. This will allow us to take profit from
economies-of-scale, and focus our resources on retaining and strengthening our competi-
tive advantage in cur areas and markets, especially as the new GNSS technologies begin
to apply. Significant research and development investment is planned to take advantage
of the new GNSS technclogies and make them readily available to our customers. This
new focus optimizes the use of resources by both companies and ¢an now be realized by
co-operating with NovAtel who have a leading edge in present and future GNSS compo-
nents.”

Under the safe harbor provisions of the U.S. Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1985, we ¢aution investors
tha1 al) statsments cther than statements of historical fact included in this document, including without limitation,
thase regarding aur financial position, business strategy, plans and objectives of management for future cperations
(including development plans and objectives relating to our existing and future products}, are forward-looking state-
ments. Such forward-looking statements involve known and unknown risks, ungertainties and other factors, which
may cause our actual results, performance or achlevements, or industry results, to be materially different fram any
future results, performance or achievements expressed or implied by such forward-ooking statements. Such for-
ward-looking statements are based on numarous assumptions regarding our present and future business strategies
and the environment in which we expect to cperate In the future. Important factors that could cause our actual re-
sults, performance or achievements to differ materially from thase in the forward-iopking statsments include, amang
other factors: (i) our ability to davelop and introduce new products and techrologies that gain market acceptance on
a timaty basis; (ii) our ability to respond to competitive challenges, such as the intraduction of innovative products or
technologies by our competitors, (ili} our abiiity to identify and reaiize growth oppeortunities; and (iv) ovarali isvels of
investment in Infrastructure and capital spending In our markets. Additionally, any forward4ooking statements spaak
only as of the date of this document. We expressly disclaim any obligation or undertaking to raleass publicly any
upgate of or revisions 1o any forward-locking statement contained herein to reflect any change in our expectations
with regard herets or any change in events, conditions or circumstances on which any such statemant is based.

Centain statemants in this news release conslitute forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Se-
cunties Uitigation Reform Act of 1995. Such forward looking statements involve known and unknown risks, uncar-

tainties and other factors - that may cause the actual resuits, performance or achievements of the Company, or de-
velepments in the Company's industry, to differ materially from the anticipated resulis, parformance or achievements
expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. Such factors include, but are not limited to, operating re-
sults of subsidiaries and joint ventures, establishing and maintaining effective distribution channels, certification and
market acceptance of the Company’s new products, impact and timing of large orders, pricing pressures in the mar-
ket and other compatitive factors, maintaining technologica! leadership, timing of ravenus recognitian in connection
with certaln contracts, the ability to maintain supply of products from subtoniract manufacturers, the procurement of
components to build products, and the impact of industry consolidations, tegether with the other risks and uncertain-

ties described in public filings.
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