
                                  UNITED STATES 
                     SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
                             Washington, D.C. 20549 
 
                                    FORM 13F 
 
                               FORM 13F COVER PAGE 
 
Report for the Calendar Year or Quarter Ended: September 30, 2012 
 
Check here if Amendment |_|; Amendment Number:  
This Amendment (Check only one.): |_| is a restatement. 
                                  |_| adds new holdings entries. 
 
Institutional Investment Manager Filing this Report: 
 
Name:    Harvest Capital Strategies LLC 
Address: 600 Montgomery Street, Suite 1700 
         San Francisco, CA  94111 
          
 
13F File Number: 028-10826 
 
The institutional investment manager filing this report and the person by whom 
it is signed hereby represent that the person signing the report is authorized 
to submit it, that all information contained herein is true, correct and 
complete, and that it is understood that all required items, statements, 
schedules, lists, and tables, are considered integral parts of this form. 
 
Person Signing this Report on Behalf of Reporting Manager: 
 
Name:     Kevin C. Lynch 
Title:    Chief Operating Officer 
Phone:    415-835-3900 
 
Signature, Place, and Date of Signing: 
 
/s/ Kevin C. Lynch            San Francisco, CA         Date November 12, 2012 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Report Type (Check only one.): 
 
|X|   13F HOLDINGS REPORT. 
 
|_|   13F NOTICE. 
 
|_|   13F COMBINATION REPORT. 
 
List of Other Managers Reporting for this Manager: 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
I AM SIGNING THIS REPORT AS REQUIRED BY THE SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934. 
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                          FORM 13F SUMMARY PAGE 
 
Report Summary: 
 
Number of Other Included Managers:         
 
Form 13F Information Table Entry Total:   121 
 
Form 13F Information Table Value Total:   $1,012,879 (thousands) 
 
List of Other Included Managers: 
 
 No.  13F File Number     Name 
 
NONE 
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<TABLE> 
<CAPTION> 
                                                                  FORM 13F INFORMATION TABLE                                        
                                                           VALUE   SHARES/  SH/ PUT/ INVSTMT    OTHER           VOTING AUTHORITY     
        NAME OF ISSUER          TITLE OF CLASS    CUSIP   (x$1000) PRN AMT  PRN CALL DSCRETN   MANAGERS      SOLE    SHARED    NONE  
------------------------------ ---------------- --------- -------- -------- --- ---- ------- ------------  -------- -------- ------- 
<S>                            <C>              <C>       <C>      <C>      <C> <C>  <C>     <C>           <C>      <C>      <C> 
APPLE INC                      COM              037833100     5770     8650  SH         Sole                   8650 
ARCTIC CAT INC                 COM              039670104     1356    32700  SH         Sole                  32700 
AMERICAN EAGLE OUTFITTERS      COM              02553E106    13801   654683  SH         Sole                 654683 
AMERICAN APPAREL INC           COM              023850100      852   553006  SH         Sole                 553006 
ARROW ELECTRONICS INC          COM              042735100     5291   156953  SH         Sole                 156953 
BLUCORA INC                    COM              095229100     1801   101097  SH         Sole                 101097 
INFOBLOX INC                   COM              45672H104     4801   206500  SH         Sole                 206500 
BROOKFIELD RESIDENTIAL PROPE   COM              11283W104     2391   170936  SH         Sole                 170936 
BOSTON SCIENTIFIC CORP         COM              101137107     2894   504100  SH         Sole                 504100 
BUFFALO WILD WINGS INC         COM              119848109     1622    18915  SH         Sole                  18915 
MAGICJACK VOCALTEC             SHS              M6787E101      115      607  SH  PUT    Sole                    607 
CAI INTERNATIONAL INC          COM              12477X106     2119   103272  SH         Sole                 103272 
META FINANCIAL GROUP INC       COM              59100U108     1229    50700  SH         Sole                  50700 
COGENT COMMUNICATIONS GROUP    COM NEW          19239V302     5182   225424  SH         Sole                 225424 
CEVA INC                       COM              157210105     2564   178290  SH         Sole                 178290 
CF INDUSTRIES HOLDINGS INC     COM              125269100     1379     6207  SH         Sole                   6207 
CORELOGIC INC                  COM              21871D103     9047   341000  SH         Sole                 341000 
CALAMOS ASSET MANAGEMENT-A     CL A             12811R104     5778   496393  SH         Sole                 496393 
COMERICA INC                   COM              200340107     4130   133000  SH         Sole                 133000 
CAPITAL ONE FINANCIAL CORP     COM              14040H105     6238   109413  SH         Sole                 109413 
COWEN GROUP INC-CLASS A        CL A             223622101     1107   409563  SH         Sole                 409563 
CERAGON NETWORKS LTD           ORD              M22013102     2599   455978  SH         Sole                 455978 
CIRRUS LOGIC INC               COM              172755100     6334   165000  SH         Sole                 165000 
CAPITALSOURCE INC              COM              14055X102     1194   157530  SH         Sole                 157530 
COSTAR GROUP INC               COM              22160N109    10600   130000  SH         Sole                 130000 
CALAVO GROWERS INC             COM              128246105     1320    52800  SH         Sole                  52800 
DEERE & CO                     COM              244199105     1592    19300  SH         Sole                  19300 
CIFC CORP                      COM              12547R105     4607   629334  SH         Sole                 629334 
DISCOVER FINANCIAL SERVICES    COM              254709108     2353    59226  SH         Sole                  59226 
DEMAND MEDIA INC               COM              24802N109     9251   851030  SH         Sole                 851030 
ELECTRONIC ARTS INC            COM              285512109    14974  1180000  SH         Sole                1180000 
ENCORE CAPITAL GROUP INC       COM              292554102     1017    36002  SH         Sole                  36002 
ELLIE MAE INC                  COM              28849P100     3832   140740  SH         Sole                 140740 
EMULEX CORP                    COM NEW          292475209     3081   427261  SH         Sole                 427261 
EMC CORP/MA                    COM              268648102     8066   295799  SH         Sole                 295799 
ENVIVIO INC                    COM              29413T106      971   443338  SH         Sole                 443338 
EQUINIX INC                    COM NEW          29444U502     3587    17406  SH         Sole                  17406 
EZCHIP SEMICONDUCTOR LTD       ORD              M4146Y108     2311    75547  SH         Sole                  75547 
FARMER BROS CO                 COM              307675108      936    98421  SH         Sole                  98421 
FABRINET                       SHS              G3323L100     1511   130394  SH         Sole                 130394 
FIRST NIAGARA FINANCIAL GRP    COM              33582V108     2217   274644  SH         Sole                 274644 
F&C ASSET MANAGEMENT PLC       COM                0465814     1785  1143578  SH         Sole                1143578 
GAIN CAPITAL HOLDINGS INC      COM              36268W100      971   196992  SH         Sole                 196992 



GLEACHER & CO INC              COM              377341102     1755  2403957  SH         Sole                2403957 
HUDSON CITY BANCORP INC        COM              443683107     1060   133396  SH         Sole                 133396 
INTERNAP NETWORK SERVICES      COM PAR $0.001   45885A300     3554   504166  SH         Sole                 504166 
INGREDION INC                  COM              457187102      894    16214  SH         Sole                  16214 
INTEROIL CORP                  COM              460951106     1017      650  SH  PUT    Sole                    650 
IGNITE RESTAURANT GROUP INC    COM              451730105      493    35354  SH         Sole                  35354 
ISHARES TR                     RUSSELL 2000     464287655      430    10000  SH  PUT    Sole                  10000 
ISHARES TR                     RUSSELL 2000     464287655      677     8040  SH  PUT    Sole                   8040 
ISHARES TR                     RUSSELL 2000     464287655     1814    15500  SH  PUT    Sole                  15500 
JABIL CIRCUIT INC              COM              466313103     3142   167845  SH         Sole                 167845 
JDS UNIPHASE CORP              COM PAR $0.001   46612J507     2734   220838  SH         Sole                 220838 
JPMORGAN CHASE & CO            COM              46625H100     1173    28979  SH         Sole                  28979 
CHINA FINANCE ONLINE CO-ADR    SPONSORED ADR    169379104     1827  1438350  SH         Sole                1438350 
KKR FINANCIAL HOLDINGS LLC     COM              48248A306     1815   180578  SH         Sole                 180578 
LITHIA MOTORS INC-CL A         CL A             536797103     1499    45000  SH         Sole                  45000 
LAZARD LTD-CL A                SHS A            G54050102     6138   210000  SH         Sole                 210000 
LINDSAY CORP                   COM              535555106     1556    21622  SH         Sole                  21622 
LOGITECH INTERNATIONAL-REG     SHS A            H50430232     2387   261698  SH         Sole                 261698 
LOGMEIN INC                    COM              54142L109     3723   165962  SH         Sole                 165962 
LIQUIDITY SERVICES INC         COM              53635B107     9038   180000  SH         Sole                 180000 
CAPLEASE INC                   COM              140288101     1645   318245  SH         Sole                 318245 
LSI CORP                       COM              502161102     3483   504092  SH         Sole                 504092 
LUBY'S INC                     COM              549282101     1479   219784  SH         Sole                 219784 
MEETME INC                     COM              585141104     3434  1205000  SH         Sole                1205000 
METRO BANCORP INC              COM              59161R101     1411   111355  SH         Sole                 111355 
MONEYGRAM INTERNATIONAL INC    COM NEW          60935Y208      512    34289  SH         Sole                  34289 
MONEYGRAM INTERNATIONAL INC    COM NEW          60935Y208       11      175  SH CALL    Sole                    175 
MONEYGRAM INTERNATIONAL INC    COM NEW          60935Y208        8      125  SH  PUT    Sole                    125 
MONSANTO CO                    COM              61166W101     2214    24321  SH         Sole                  24321 
MOVE INC                       COM NEW          62458M207     4871   565063  SH         Sole                 565063 
MARVELL TECHNOLOGY GROUP LTD   ORD              G5876H105    21331  2330000  SH         Sole                2330000 
MORGAN STANLEY                 COM NEW          617446448      982    58659  SH         Sole                  58659 
MVC CAPITAL INC                COM              553829102     1326   103605  SH         Sole                 103605 
MAGNACHIP SEMICONDUCT          COM              55933J203    12095  1025000  SH         Sole                1025000 
NATIONAL BANK HOLD-CL A        #N/A             633707104      974    50038  SH         Sole                  50038 
NEWPORT CORP                   COM              651824104     4977   450000  SH         Sole                 450000 
NATIONAL FINANCIAL PARTNERS    COM              63607P208    20921  1237934  SH         Sole                1237934 
NELNET INC-CL A                CL A             64031N108     5311   223708  SH         Sole                 223708 
NETGEAR INC                    COM              64111Q104     3363    88188  SH         Sole                  88188 
NVIDIA CORP                    COM              67066G104     2048   153559  SH         Sole                 153559 
OCWEN FINANCIAL CORP           COM NEW          675746309     2750   100339  SH         Sole                 100339 
OPENTABLE INC                  COM              68372A104     4734   113800  SH         Sole                 113800 
OPPENHEIMER HOLDINGS-CL A      CL A NON VTG     683797104     1499    93984  SH         Sole                  93984 
ORITANI FINANCIAL CORP         COM              68633D103     1996   132630  SH         Sole                 132630 
OMNIVISION TECHNOLOGIES INC    COM              682128103     8746   626474  SH         Sole                 626474 
PHH CORP                       COM NEW          693320202     3876   190490  SH         Sole                 190490 
PARAMETRIC TECHNOLOGY CORP     COM NEW          699173209     9797   450000  SH         Sole                 450000 
PINNACLE FINL PARTNERS INC     COM              72346Q104       10      212  SH CALL    Sole                    212 
PHOENIX COMPANIES INC          COM NEW          71902E604     1288    42001  SH         Sole                  42001 
PILGRIM'S PRIDE CORP           COM              72147K108      902   176542  SH         Sole                 176542 
QUALCOMM INC                   COM              747525103     4360    69787  SH         Sole                  69787 
REGIONS FINANCIAL CORP         COM              7591EP100      939   130527  SH         Sole                 130527 



RF MICRO DEVICES INC           COM              749941100     1363   345625  SH         Sole                 345625 
REALD INC                      COM              75604L105    19703  2203883  SH         Sole                2203883 
RENTECH NITROGEN PARTNERS LP   COM UNIT         760113100     1218    31414  SH         Sole                  31414 
ROVI CORP                      COM              779376102     7828   539467  SH         Sole                 539467 
RUBY TUESDAY INC               COM              781182100      840   115801  SH         Sole                 115801 
ECHOSTAR CORP-A                CL A             278768106    14258   497500  SH         Sole                 497500 
SHUTTERFLY INC                 COM              82568P304    15093   485000  SH         Sole                 485000 
SILICON GRAPHICS INTERNATION   COM              82706L108     2802   307938  SH         Sole                 307938 
SILICON MOTION TECHNOL-ADR     SPONSORED ADR    82706C108     3096   209472  SH         Sole                 209472 
SYNCHRONOSS TECHNOLOGIES INC   COM              87157B103     5840   255000  SH         Sole                 255000 
SPREADTRUM COMMUNICATI-ADR     ADR              849415203     2240   109208  SH         Sole                 109208 
STEC INC                       COM              784774101     6521   966063  SH         Sole                 966063 
TAL INTERNATIONAL GROUP INC    COM              874083108      794    23370  SH         Sole                  23370 
TEXTAINER GROUP HOLDINGS LTD   SHS              G8766E109     1878    61465  SH         Sole                  61465 
TITAN MACHINERY INC            COM              88830R101     1259    62071  SH         Sole                  62071 
TRIMBLE NAVIGATION LTD         COM              896239100     1984    41626  SH         Sole                  41626 
TRACTOR SUPPLY COMPANY         COM              892356106     1844    18643  SH         Sole                  18643 
TYSON FOODS INC-CL A           CL A             902494103     1262    78749  SH         Sole                  78749 
TITAN INTERNATIONAL INC        COM              88830M102      799    45261  SH         Sole                  45261 
UNITED STATES ANTIMONY CORP    COM              911549103      350   179654  SH         Sole                 179654 
VOCUS INC                      COM              92858J108     7222   360000  SH         Sole                 360000 
VISHAY INTERTECHNOLOGY INC     COM              928298108     2637   268241  SH         Sole                 268241 
WALTER INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT   COM              93317W102     2706    73110  SH         Sole                  73110 
WESTERN DIGITAL CORP           COM              958102105    17636   455362  SH         Sole                 455362 
WELLS FARGO & CO               COM              949746101     4383   126935  SH         Sole                 126935 
MEMC ELECTRONIC MATERIALS      COM              552715104    11825  4300000  SH         Sole                4300000 
 
</TABLE> 


