
u ITED STATES OMBAPPROVAL
SECURITIES A D EXCHA GE COMMISSIO OMl3 Number: 3235-0 I 01

Washington, D.C. 20549 Expires: July 3 I, 2023
Estimated average burden

FORM 144
hours per response ...........

1.00

SEC USE ONLYNOTICE OF PROPOSED SALE OF SECURITIES DOCUMENT SEQUENCE NO.
PURSUANT TO RULE 144 UNDER THE SECURITIES ACT OF 1933

ATTENTION: Transmit for filing 3 copies of thisform concurrently with either placing an order with a broker to execute sale CUSIP NUMBER

or executing a sale directly with a market maker.

I (11) NAM!: ()F ISSUER [l'leuse 1_1'/1<! 11r 111·1111/ (hJ IRS IDENT. NO (,) S.E C FILE NO. WORK LOCATION

Vertex Energy, Inc. 943-439-569 001-11476
I (<// ADDRESS OF ISSUER S"JREl::1 CITY S1AI I· /.IPC'ODh fr/ IEI l:l'IIUNI·. NO

1331 Gemini St. Suite 250. Houston, Texas 77058 ;?t· 148641 ?;'"'"

2 (11/ NAIi.iE OF PERSON FOR WHOSE ACCOUNT THE SECURITIES (h) RELATIONSHIP TO ISSUER (,) ADDRESS STREET CITY STATE /.IJ>COOI,
ARE TO llE SOLD

Chris Stratton Director 11919 Louvre Court Houston TX 77082

INSTRUCTION: The personfiling this notice should contact the issuer to obtain the I.R.S. Identification Number and the S.E.C. File Number.

3 (u) (h) Sl::C LISI:: ONLY (<) (ti) {,) (II (i-:J

Tirte of 1hr umber of hares Aggrri:,11• umber of hares A1>11r0Ainmlt: 1 ame of Euch
Ctnss of ame and Athlrcs? of F.:u:h Broker Through \\'hom 1he Broker-Dealer or Ocher lfnils ?larke1 or 01hcr Unirs Dale of late Securities

Securities Securities are to be Offered or Euch i\h1rket Maker File Numbor To Br ul<l Vatoe Outsrnnding (See 11111r. J(nl E>.ctrnng,e
To Ile Sold who is Acquiring the ecurities (Se,• 11111r. J(t)J (Se<· """ )(di) (S,!1.' 111\lr )(1.•)) !?10 DAY YR.) (See """· J(i:))

Common Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC
I New York Plaza, 38th Floor 65,925 $ 650,925.00 51,742,499 NASDAQ

New York, NY 10004
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?
N0SEC 1147 (08-07) ?

3. (a) Title of the class of secunues to be sold
(b) Name and address of each broker through whom the securities arc 1111c11dcd 10 be sold
(c) Number ofshares or other units to be sold (1f debt secunues, gl\c the aggrcgalc face amount)
(d) Aggregate market , alue of the securiues to be sold as of a specified date" uhin 10 days prior 10 1he filing of rlns nonce
(c) Number of shares or other units of rhe class cutstandiug. or if debt securities the face amount thercof outstaudrng , as shown

by the most recent report or statement published by the issuer
(f) Approxunare date on which the securities arc to be sold
(g) Name ofeach securities exchange. if any. on which the securities are intended 10 bi: sold

Potential persons who arc to respond 10 the collection of information contained in this form are not
required to respond unless the form displays a currently valid Ol\18 control number.

Name of issuer
lssuers I R.S Idenuficarion Number

(c) Issuers S.E.C. file number. if any
(d) Issuers address. including zip code
(c) Issuers telephone number. including area code

Name or person for whose account the seeuriries are 10 be sold
Such person's relationship 10 the issuer [e.g.• officer. director. 10°0
stockholder. or member of irmnediate family ofany of the foregoing)

(c) Such person's address. including zip code

I. (a)
Cb)

2. (a)
(b)

I STRUCTIO S:

RESNPROS

7/2/2021



TABLE I

- SECURITIES TO BE SOLD
Furnish 1/,e following information with respec/ lo 1/,e acquisition of 1/,e securities 10 be sold

and with respect 10 1/,e payment ofall or any par/ of 1/,e purchase price or other consideration therefor:
T11lc of Dare you Name of Person from Whom Acquired Amount of Dmc ofthe Cluss Acouired Nature ofAcquisition Transaction

(II 1.!l/1, alw j!H'C dt11c douur Ot.'tJlllr?d) Securities Accuircd Payment Nature ofPayment

Common 0610512019 Stock Option Exercise Self 65,925 total 0610512019 Cash
0512212019

shares {3,558 0512212019

on 5122/2019
and 62,367

on 6/5/2019)

INSTRUCTIONS: If the securrucs were purchased and full payment therefor was not mode in cash at
the time or purchase, explain in the table or in o note thereto the nature of the
consrderauon given If the considerauon consisted ofany note or other obhgauon.
or 1r payment was made 111 installrnents describe the arrangement and state when
the note or other oblrgauon was discharged in full or the last instuttrnent paid

TABLE II - SECURITIES SOLD DURING THE PAST 3 MONTHS
Furnish //,e following iufonnation as lo all securities of //,e issuer sold during 1!,e pas/ 3 1110111'1.1· hy //,e person for whose acco11111 1!,e securities are 10 he sold.

Amm1111of
Nome nnd Address ofSeller Title of'Securines Sold Date ofSnle Secunucs Sold Gross Proceeds

RE1\IARh'.S:

RESNPROS SF.C 11-17 (02-08)

ATTENTION: Intentional misstatements or omission of facts constitute Federal Criminal Violations (See 18 U.S.C. 1001)

ATTENTION: 1'111! per.HIii/or whoH' nvcount tln: H!l'lll'ffll!\ ,,, wlnch 1/m m11tn• 1·du1c:, ti/'\.' tu h,.: wlcl
/ier,.'h)' reprcwutv hy \l?Ulll,1! 1/11, IWltL't: that he doc:,· 1101 ?"""' um• 11101,·rttd mlrer,l' 111/ormtl/11111 111 l°l'gor,I 10
the: t urrL'III um/ prmp,•t.'IJl'j/ upc:rulwm a/ th« lvvuer t?/ th1..• \cc.·ur111c,· ,,, h,• wit/ 11'/udt hu» not been p11h/1t.'f1•

cltHl,l\t'tl. If wc.·h pc.•nou hm mh,ptc,I a irr111,:11 trmlmg pluu or gffc:11 tr11c/111g 1mtrm·11011, Ju '""'/' Uuh•
/flhJ. I umlc!r 1/11: Frd1unx1,.• ,-•kt. hi flJ.:11111.t,t theJorm mu/ nu/11

.
.-111111)! tin• clme thul the p/1111 u·m adnpll·,I or th,•

luptum or mHrm 11011 ,latt•

ISIC.r-.A I UR?I
The 1101ice shall be signed by the person for whose account the securities are 10 be sold. At least one copy

of the 1101ice shall be 111t1111w/?11 signed.Any copies not 111a1111a/?11 signed shall bear typed or prlnted signatures.

DA'I ? 0? NOTICE

l>,\TE OF PLAN ADOPTION OR GIVING OF INSTRUCTION.
IF RELYING ON RULE ruus-r

6 /1/zoi,1

See the definition of'vperson .. in paragraph (a) of Rule 144. Information is to be given not only as
to the person for whose account the securities are to he sold but also as tu all other persons included
in that definition. In addition. information shall be given as 10 sales by all persons whose sales arc
required by paragraph (e) ofRule 14-l 10 be aggregated with sales for the account ofthe person filing
this notice.

INSTRUCTIONS:

n/a




